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INTRODUCTORY.  i 

The  history  of  Berkshire  county,  civil,  poh'tical  and  mihtary,  has 
been  written  by  various  authors  and  at  various  times,  each  succeeding 
writer  adding  a  new  chapter  of  annals,  or  treating  liis  subject  from  a 
different  viewpoint.  Such  history,  however,  splendid  narrati\'e  that 
it  is,  is  principally  concerned  with  what  has  been  accomplished  by  the 
people  in  the  mass,  and  takes  little  note  of  indi\iduals,  except  those 
so  pre-eminent  as  leaders  as  to  come  under  the  full  glare  of  fame. 

Hence  it  follows  that  genealogical  and  family  memoirs  are  of 
[.)ecuiiar  imp:»rtance,  including,  as  they  do,  the  personal  annals  of  those 
who  make  heroes  and  heroism  pr>?sible — those  who  have  marclied  in 
the  ranks  of  progress,  bearing  the  h.eat  and  burden  of  tb.e  da}' — por- 
traying the  spirit  which  actuated  them,  and  holding  up  their  effort 
for  an  example  to  those  who  come  afterward.  As  was  written  by 
^vlaitir.cau .  "  To  have  forefathers  renowned  for  honorable  deeds,  to 
belong  by  nature  to  tho-e  who  have  bra\'ely  borne  their  ])art  in  life 
and  refreshed  the  world  with  mighty  thoughts  and  healthy  admiration, 
is  a  privilege  which  it  were  mean  and  self-willed  to  despise.  It  is  a 
security  given  for  us  of  old,  which  it  were  false-hearted  not  to  redeem ; 
and  in  virtues  bred  oi  a  noble  stock,  mellowed  as  they  are  by  rever- 
ence, there  is  often  a  grace  and  ri[)eness  wanting  to  self-made  and 
brand-new  excellence.  Of  like  value  to  a  people  are  heroic  national 
traditions,  giving  themi  a  determined  character  to  sustain  among  the 
tribes  of  men,  making  them  familiar  with  images  of  great  and 
strenuous  life,  and  kiiKlling  them  with  faith  in  glorious  possibilities." 
■  TTie  county  of  Berkshire  affords  a  peculiarl\-  interesting  field  for 
study  of  family  traits,  indi\-idual  cliaracter  and  personal  achieve- 
H'-ents.  To  its  soil  came  a  sturdy  people — men.  and  women,  too,  of  brawn 
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and  brain  and  conscience,  their  hearts  fervent  in  re^•erence  of  God  and 
love  for  religions  an.d  p>.;litical  hl)ert^■.  Thicy  came  up  out  of  great 
tribulations.  Tliey  were  of  that  o\-erllo\v  from  rixmnutli  which  trav- 
ersed an  uni:;roken  wi'iJerness  to  niake  lionies  wliere  \\'ere  savages, 
and  to  con.quer  primeval  nature.  These  pioneers  huilded  better  than 
they  knew. 

'■'I-'or  good  is  not  a  shapely  mass  of  stone. 

Plewn  by  map.'s  hand  and  worked  by  him  al<jne. 

]t  is  a  seed  God.  suffers  him  to  sow — 

Others  ^vill  reap,  and  when  tlie  han'est.s  grow, 

He  giveth  increase  through  all  coming  years, 

Andi  let^  men  reap  iri  joy  seed  that  was  sown  in  tears." 

Simple  and  clean  in  th.eir  li\-es.  as  v.cre  these  early  settlers,  the 
bonnes  which  they  builded 'were  humble,  but  they  were  the  seat  of  all 
the  virtues  that  con.stitute  ideal  manhood  and  v.-omanhood.  The  cour- 
age, fortitude  and  activity  rlisp1a}-ed  by  these  hardy  pioneers  was  most 
reniarkable,  and,  v.b.en  tlie  struggle  for  national  independence  came, 
the  sons  and  daughters  of  their  illustrious  sires  were  not  wanting  in 
patriotism  and  devotion,  freely  sacrificing  comfort,  life  and  property, 
that  they  might  bequeath  to  the  generations  that  should  follow  them 
a  free  libera!  government  "  of  the  people,  b}-  th.e  people,  and  for  the 
people."  These  founders  of  the  olden  time  gave  a  pregnant  interpre- 
tation to  the  words  of  Biiho[>  Berkeley:  '''Westward  the  course  of 
empire  takes  its  way,"  fijr  from  them  came  an  overflow  which  was 
destined  to  continue  mitil  it  reached  the  far-off  Pacific — -men  and 
vv'omcn  to  carr}'  forth  and  perpetuate  that  plain,  sturdy  personal  char- 
acter of  manhood  an<!  v.-omanhood  for  which  Xew  England  people 
have  gained  so  large  a  degree  of  reno-.vn.    W'lierever  the  Xew  F.ng- 
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kinder  !ia?  planted  his  home,  there  tlie  cliurch  and  the  school  house 
are  fcund  as  nicinur.ents  of  his  perscmalil)".  Xor  is  this  all.  L'c 
prides  'himself  in  tlirift.  anrl  the  reward  that  comes  as  tlie  fruit  of 
iiGiiest  toil  and  endeavor,  and.  wherever  placed,  has  proved  a  power 
for  ideal  citizenship  and  good  government— for  that  righteousness 
which  exalteih  a  nati^m. 

In  each  generation,  and  at  every  stage  of  progress,  the  people 
of  Berk-^hire  county  have  had  the  5er^•ice  of  men  of  the  loftiest  char- 
acter and  Idghcst  capability,  in  arms,  in  the  arts  of  peace,  in  states- 
manship, iiT  affairs  and  in  letters.  It  is  to  connect  the  active  progres- 
sive men  of  the  present  generation  w  itli  their  illustrious  ancestr\-,  that 
the  present  volumes  were  urtdertaheu.  in  tlie  con\-iction  th.at 

It  is  indeed  a  l)lessing  when  the  \  irtues 
Of  noble  races  are  hereditary, 
And  do  derive  themselves  frouj.  tlie  imitation 
Of  virtuous  ancestors." 

The  honorable  ancestry  which  belongs  to  the  people  of  Berkshire 
county  is  a  noble  heritage,  and  the  story  of  its  achievements  is  a  sacred 
tru^t  committed  to  its  descendants,  upon  whom  devolves  the  perpetua- 
tion of  their  record.  IIistor\-  is  constantly  making,  and  that  of  \es- 
terday  and  today  is  as  important  in  its  place  as  that  of  the  centuries 
past.  Throughout  the  county  are  those  who  are  memorialized  in  these 
pages,  through  Avhose  sagacit}-.  determination  and  ph.ilanthropy  states 
and  communities  have  been  benefited  in  material  ways,  and  in  religious, 
ed.ucationai  a.nd  p<jlitical  affair? — in  all  that  stands  for  progress  and 
improvement. 

It  was  the  consensu.s  of  opinion  of  the  gentlemen,  well  infornied 
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and  loyal  to  the  memories  of  th.e  past,  who  were  con?ulred  wit'li  refer- 
ence to  the  matter,  that  the  ediiririal  snper\ision  of  ]\[r.  RolHn  H. 
Cooke  in  the  preparation  and  completion  of  tlie  material  for  these 
pages  -wonkl  insure  the  l-est  results  attainable  in  these  deeply  interest- 
ing channels,  through  his  long  and  active  identification  ^vith  historical 
and  patriotic  societies,  his  unflagging  industry  in  the  j;ursin't  of  ecncral 
information  drawn  at  first  hands  from  court  and  church  arcrnves  and 
family  records  throughout  the  counl)-,  and  that  ample  experience  in 
their  tabulation  for  practical  use  wliich  afforded  him  a  widely  kno\^n 
pre-eminence.  His  work  was  performed  with  conscientious  thorough- 
ness, but  he  was  not  permitted  to  witness  its  coinpletion.  It  is  to  be 
said,  however,  tint  what  he  so  ausjiiiciously  began  could  not  hiwe  been 
brought  to  its  conclusion  save  as  a  result  of  labors  after  the  plans 
which  he  formulated.  Further,  none  of  t!ie  subjects  upon  wln'cli  his 
heart  \\as  deeply  set  has  been  omitted  or  neglccred.  It  is  a  matter 
of  peculiar  interest  that  he  penned,  in.  a.dditinn  to  biographical  ma- 
terial, the  narratives  (in  this  work)  of  the  Berkshire  Agricultural  So- 
ciety, the  Berkshire '  Historical  Society,  and  the  Berkshire  County 
Chapter  of  the  Son?  of  the  American  Revolution,  he  being  secretary 
and  registrar  of  the  latter  body  when  he  wrote  it.  These  narratives 
have  been  somewhat  extended  by  other  hands  to  bring  them  down  to 
a  later  date.  Among  those  to  whom  credit  is  due  is  W.  G.  Harding, 
in  relation  to  the  Berkshire  Historical  and  Scientific  Society,  and  Joseph 
E.  Peirson,  of  the  Berkshire  County  Chapter,  Sons  of  the  /Vmerican 
Revolution.  The  publishers  also  acknowledge  their  obligations  for  like 
information  to  Harlan  H.  Ballard,  librarian  of  the  Berkshire  Athenaeum 
and  Museum;  Mrs.  J.  P.  Goodrich,  of  the  Fort  ^vlassachusetts  Histori- 
cal Society;  Tslrs.  Hattie  Coole\-  Stevenson,  of  Peace  Party  Chapter, 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution;  and  Dr.  John  Bascom,  of  the 
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Greylock  ReseYvation  Cornmis^ion.  A?  sources  of  iufoririation  the  pub- 
lisliers  gratefullv  acknowledge  their  obligations  to  Eugene  Bouton's 
"  History  of  Eerks'hire  County,"'  and  to  that  by  Charles  J.  Palmer. 
Thev  are  aiso  thankful!}-  indebted  to  the  proprietors  of  the  Pittsfield 
Eagle  and  the  authorities  of  Williams- CoHege  for  various  illustrations, 
and  to  W.  H.  Lyon,  of  Piitsfield.  for  ptortraits  of  prominent  citizens 
represented  in  this  work. 

The  founding  of  Williams  College,  the  vicis-itudes  of  its  progress 
and  its  widely  useful  acliievernents — a  history  abounding  in  picturesque 
incidents  as  well  as  in  events  of  world-wide  importance — these  ha\'e 
been  apprec^ati^■ely  written  of  in  this  work  "by  Mr.  Leverett  W.  Spring, 
who  brings  to  his  task  genuine  enthusiasm  and  accurate  knowledge. 

With  reference  to  the  biographical  matter  cijntained  in  these  pages, 
it  is  to  be  said  that  in  its  preparation  the  publisbiers  have  obseiwed  the 
utmost  care.  With  such  a  mass  of  material,  as  a  matter  of  necessity, 
the  work  must  reeds  be  cornrn'tted  to  various  writers.  If,  in  some 
cases,  the  sketch  should  be  incomplete  or  faulty,  the  shortcoming  is 
entirely  ascribable  to  the  paucity  of  data  furnished,  many  families  being 
without  exact  records  in  their  family  line.  In  all  cases  sketches  have 
been  submitted  to  the  subject  or  to  his  representative,  for  correction  or 
revision,  and  upon  him,  in  case  of  cjuestion,  rests  the  ultimate  re- 
sponsibility. 

It  is  believed  that  the  present  work  will  prove  a  real  addition  to 
the  mass  of  literature  concerning  the  people  of  the  historic  region  under 
consideration,  and  that,  without  it,  much  valuable  information  therein 
contained  would  be  irretrievably  lost,  owing  to  the  passing  away  of 
many  custodians  of  family  records  and  the  disappearance  of  such  ma- 
terial. 
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HISTORICAL  XARRATIVE. 

As  Berkshire,  in  the  \'a!Iey  of  the  Th.anics,  is  one  of  the  most 
beantifui  counties  of  Eng!an<],  so  is  iis  Amei-icai;  namesake  one  of  the 
most  picturesque  in  all  the  Xew  A\'orkl  As  described  by  Godfrey 
Greylock.  it  is  a  region  of  hills  and  valleys,  of  lake  and  stream.  The 
inexhaustible  variety  of  its  vistas  is  wonderful.  It  is  marvelous  in  its 
endless  series  of  combinations.  \\'here\-er  one  goes  he  meets  a  suc- 
cession of  clianges  which  at  once  charm  the  eye  and  delight  the  heart. 
For  materia!  ends,  the  county  is  rich  in  pr(iducti\'e  farm  lands,  fine 
water  pov/er,  luxuriant  timber,  iron  and  marble."  It  affords  a  peculiarly 
interesting  and  ins.tructi\e  field  for  nearly  e\-ery  class  of  ob?er\ers  and 
students — the  scientist,  the  h.istorian,  the  antiquarian,  tlie  j-ihilosopher^ 
the  pcjei  and  the  painter,  and  all  these  liave  gained  knowledge  or  in- 
.spiration  within  its  borders. 

llie  Berksh.ire  region  presents  a  wonderfull)  picturesque  diversi- 
fication of  mountain  and  vallc}',  and  scarcely  can  be  found  a  viewpoint 
which  does  not  command  a  landscape  of  surpassing  beauty,  llie  moun- 
tains have  for  their  principal  peak  the  world-famous  Greylock,  rising 
to  an  altitude  of  more  than  thirty-five  hundred  feet.  The  fJoosac  range' 
is  famous  for  its  great  railroad  tunnel  nearly  fi\'e  miles  in  length.  This 
and  the  Taconic  range  embrace  a  valley  of  from  five  to  ten  miles  in 
width,  with  minor  valleys  enclosed  by  side  spu.rs  of  the  mountains. 
The  Taconic  range  is  crowned  by  Mt.  Everett,  rising  to  a  height  of 
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2624  feet,  ocsicie^.  tliere  are  numerous  other  lr)tt\-  jicaks  whicli.  seerj 
from  a  distanee.  ;ulorn  the  lauilscajie,  and,  \\lieii  surmrjunted,  command 
an  admirable  view  of  A'allev  and  slreaiu. 

Grand  old  Creylock  is  matle  extended  mention  of  clsew'here  in 
this  narrati\-e.  ^^lount  Everett,  in  the  town  of  'Mt.  Washington,  in 
life  extreme  southwestern  part  of  tlie  county,  is  searcel}-  less  famous. 
Indeed,  at  one  time  it  was  more  widely  known  and  more  generallv  vis- 
ited. These  two  great  peaks  liave  been  termed.  "  tlie  twin  sentinels  of 
tlie  count}-."'  Dr.  Timotliy  Dwight,  in  his  "  Travels  in  Xew  England," 
wrote  of  Mount  Everett : 

Taghconic.  clad  at  this  time  in  misty  grandeur,  parti}"  emlxisomed 
and  partly  capped  by  clouds,  particularly  ornaments  the  landsca]ie.  Its 
sides  arc  not  precipitous,  nor  its  summit  angular,  but  it  is  everywhere 
limited  by  lines  which  are  flowing  and  graceful.  This  fact  has  always 
appeared  to  some  to  sensibly  diminish  its  magnificence ;  still  it  is  a 
highly  sublime  object."' 

In  1845  O''-  Edward  Hitchcock,  president  of  Amherst  College,  made 
the  ascent  of  the  mountain,  and  remarked  in  liis  printed  account  of  his 
trip:  "  It  is  surprising  how  little  is  known  of  this  scenery  in  other  parts 
oi  ^Massachusetts.  I  doubt  wheliier  nine  out  of  ten  of  our  intelligent 
citizens  beyond  Berkshire  count}'  are  not  ignorant  of  the  existence  of 
such  a  township  within  our  limits.  And  e\en  in  the  vicinity,  very  few 
ha\e  ever  Eeard  of  the  scenery  of  that  place,  which  almost  repays  a 
lover  of  nature  for  a  voyage  across  the  Atlantic." 

On  this  visit  Dr.  IIitchcc>ck  ga\-e  the  mountain  the  name  of  3.Iount 
Everett,  it  having  been  previously  known  as  "  the  Peak,"  or  "  Tagh- 
conick."  Dr.  Hitchcock's  irinovation  was  exceedingl}'  distasteful  to 
Dr.  Orviile  Dewey,  who  protested  vigorously,  and  lie  was  warmly  sec- 
onded by  }vliss  Catherine  Sedgwick,  who  penned  tlie  following  lines; 
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Oh,  call  it  not  Mount  H\-erctt! 

Forever  'lis  tlie  Dome 
Of  the  great  tenipie  God  hcT?  reared 

In  this  our  Berkshire  home. 

And  let  the  name  the  red  man  oa\-e 

To  all  this  mountain  range 
So  sacred  be  that  orlier  term 

Shall  seem  an  utterance  strange. 

Taghconick — what  tliat  name  imports — 

•Has  been  but  ^-ainly  guessed. 
As  Uriiyi  let  it  reverence  claim, 
Worn  on  that  rugged  breast. 

Berkshire  is  essentially  a  land  of  lakes.  They  number  fift^-  or 
more,  and  lie  for  the  greater  part  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  county. 
Most  \'.-idely  known  abroad,  probal;ly,  is  The  Stockbridgc  Bowl," 
the  proper  name  of  which  is  Lake  Mahkeenac,  and  which  was  the  sub- 
ject of  a  poem  by  ^Mrs.  Sigourney : 

"  And  many  a  son  of  Berkshire  skies, 

Those  men  of  noble  birth. 
Though  now,  perchance,  their  roofs  may  rise 

In  far,  or  foreign  earth — 
Shall  on  this  well  remembered  vase 

With  thrilling  bosom  gaze,  .      .  . 

And  o'er  its  mirror'd  surface  trace  . 

The  joys  of  earlier  days.''  ; 
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Oilier  lakes  fani'.'iis  for  rlieir  l)fauLy  arc  Pontoo^uc  lake,  Ouota 
lake,  and  Lake  P.uel. 

None  or  tlie  nu!rien_ius  \vaterc<')urscs  arc  navigable,  Init  the  waters 
of  se\'era!  afford  power  for  warious  industrial  establishments.  'Hie 
Ilousatonic  river  pursues  a  meandering  course  of  aliout  sevcjity  miles 
before  its  escape  beyond  the  county  Ixiunds,  It  is  formed  by  two  prin- 
cipal streams  -which  have  their  union  in  Pittstield — the  eastern  branch, 
made  by  the  rivulets  from  the  hills  of  A\'indsor,  Peru,  Plinsdale,  amd 
V\'ashington ;  and  the  v/estern  b-ranch,  which  lias  its  foun.tain  head  near 
the  southern  border  of  Xew  Aslifonl.  The  Plousatonic  flows  southerly 
through  Lenox,  Lee  and  Sti'^ckbridge.  along  the  western  base  of  Monu- 
men.t  mountain,  and  thence  onward  into  and  through  the  state  of  Con- 
necticut, until  it  Ic^cs  itself  in  Long  Island. 

The  principal  afiluent  of  the  Housatonic  is  Green  ri\'er.  Xext  of 
importance  after  the  Housatonic  is  the  Hoosac,  flowing  through 
Cheshire,  .Adams  and  North  .\dams,  along  rhe  nrirth  side  oi  Greylvjck, 
and  on  into  Vermorit..  Among  other  streams  are  the  Farmington,  the 
Deerficld,  and  the  A\"estfield.  It  is  said  tliat  in  the  town  of  Peru  is  a 
house  so  situated  upon  a  mountain  peak  that  the  rain  from  one  of  the 
sides  of  its  roof  falls  into  the  AA'estlTeld,  and  that  fr(^m  the  other  side 
into  the  Plousatonic. 

Two  striking  natural  curiosities  are  of  interest  to  all  visitors : 
The  Xatural  Bridge  in  North  Adams,  and  the  Balanced  Rock  in  Lanes- 
Ixiro.  The  Natural  Bridge  has  been  formed  by  the  action  of  the  waters 
of  Hudson's  brook,  which  have  worn  a  channel  through  a  mass  of  solid 
marble,  leaving  the  walls  sixt\-  feet  high  in  S'jme  places,  and  a  roof 
which  fonns  the  bridge  over  th.e  chasm.  Hawthorne,  in  his  "  American 
Note  Book."  likened  it  to  a  heart  that  has  been  rent  asunder  bv  a 
torrent  of  passion."'    Th.e  Balanced  Rock  is  a  relic  of  the  glacial  ijeriud, 
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brought  from  the  far  north  ^\■!th  tlie  o'reat  ice  mass  mo^■ement — an 
immense  boulder  resting  upon  its  own  pivot,  and  so  evenly  balanced 
that  it  may  be  readily  moved  with  a  lever. 

Tlie  minerals  of  Berkshire  have  been  objects  of  constant  interest 
to  scientists,  and  of  great  pecuniary  value  to  land  owners  and  manufac- 
turers. Professor  James  D.  Dana,  in  an  address  on  Berkshire  Geo- 
logy," delivered  in  18S5  before  the  Berkshire  Historical  Society,  pro- 
nounced some  of  the  rocks  to  be  of  undoubted  archaean  age — the  oldest 
known,  formed  nearest  to  the  time  when  the  earth  had  its  beginning — 
and  identified  one  archaean  area  about  sexen  miles  east  of  Pittsficid, 
in  a  railroad  cut  a  short  distance  r'')nh  of  th.e  Hinsdale  station. 

Tlie  limestone  formation  is  a  ]x>rtion  of  the  bed  which  extends  from 
Long  Island  Sound  through  Conr.ecticut  and  ^lassachusetts  into  Ver- 
mont. From  this  has  been  Cjuarried  the  dark  blue  limestone  of  which 
the  Berkshire  Athenaeum  was  built.  Marble  is  abundant,  generally 
white  or  lightly  clouded,  but  often  blue  or  grey.  The  white  marlile  has 
long  been  in  great  demand.  The  principal  portion  of  the  cmrt  house  in 
Pittsiield  is  built  of  white  marble  from  a  Sheffield  cp.iarry,  and  the  base- 
ment walls  of  a  greyish  marble  from  the  same  place,  w'liich  also  pro- 
vided the  white  marble  for  the  completion  of  the  National  .^lonument  in 
Washington  City.  The  marble  for  the  city  hall  in  New  York  City  was 
fr'jni  West  Stockbridge;  that  for  the  capitol  extension  in  Waslu'ngton 
City  and  for  the  city  hall  in  Philadelphia  was  from  Lee:  and  that  for 
Girard  College,  in  Philadelphia,  was  frnm  Egremont.  A  quarry  in  Great 
Barrington  long  furnished  from  its  quartz  rock  a  superior  fire  stone 
which  was  used  for  many  years  for  hearths  for  iron  blast  furnaces. 
Extensive  beds  of  white  quartz  sand  are  located  in  Savoy,  Cheshire, 
Lane.sboro  and  \\'ashington.  This  sand  is  the  purest  and  best  in  the 
world  for  glass  making,  and  thousands  of   tons   of   it  are  annually 
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shipped  to  lending-  glass  works  in  varions  parts  of  tlie  country.  For- 
merly glass  manufacturing  was  carried  on  in  the  county,  but  has  been 
abandoned  for  economic  reasons.  Iron  exists  in  consideralde  quanti- 
ties, and  until  recent  years  numerous  furnaces  were  operated.  Nearly 
all  have  ni3w  been  closed,  iron  ore  beings  produced  more  chea[>Iy  else- 
where. Of  other  minerals,  kaolin.,  a  species  of  clay  'valuable  for  the 
manufacture  of  pottery,  is  found  in  New  ^larlboro,  mica  and  slate  in 
West  Stockbridge.  and  soapstone  near  Waheonah  Falls. 

Our  jiiountains,-  wood-crow  ned,  cheer  the  gazing  eye, — 
Whence  bursting  rills  in  constant  murmurs  flow ; 

Health  vigcrcus  walks  beneath  th'  untainted  sky, 

And  peace  and  joy  our  heavcn-bless'd  dwellings  know. 

Old  Greylock  at  the  north  ujilifts  his  head. 
And  kindly  loolcs  on  Learning's  vale  below; 

And  southward,  Washington,  of  bulk  outspread, 
0"erpeers  rich  plains,  where  winding  rivers  flow. 

*  *  t-  *  ii:  t- 

Yon  Saddle-]\Iountain  in  its  azure  hue, 

All-mingled  with  the  thoughts  and  scenes  of  yore, 

Oh,  with  what  joy  it  rises  to  thy  view. 

Son  of  Pontcosuc!  at  thy  home  once  more! 

So  every  son  of  Berkshire  turns  his  eye 

To  ^ome  old  mountain-head,  of  much-loved  form, 
^lajestic  rising  in  the  cloudless  sky.  ; 
Or  turbanVl  thick  uith  drapery  of  the  storm. 
— Stanzas  selected  fror.t  a  pocr.i  delivered  at  the  Berksliirc  Jubilee,  Aug. 
22,  1844,-  '^.v  JViUimn  Aden,  D.  D. 
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Greylock  Rf.>f.rvatiox. 

A  large  part  of  the  niagnihcent  mountain  region  of  Berkshire 
county  "jias  been  set  apart  by  the  state  as  the  Greylock  Resenation — • 
one  of  three,  the  others  being  W'achusett  and  Mount  Tom.  The  Grey- 
lock Resen-ation  had  its  beginning  in  the  effort  of  gentlemen  throughout 
the  county  wlio  were  interested  in  preserving  its  bountiful  forests  from 
Avasteful  commercial  destruction.  North  Adams  and  W'illiamstown 
were  chiefly  active  in  forming  what  was  known  as  the  Greylock  Park 
Association,  which  owned  four  "hundred  acres  of  land  on  the  summit. 
Tliis  association  built  the  road  to  the  summit  from  the  north,- and  erected 
an  adequate  iron  tower.  Tlie  tolls  charged  \\  ere  not  sufficient  to  main- 
tain the  road  and  develop  the  park.  The  mountain  'had  been  usually 
ascended  from  the  north  and  the  west;  there  was  no  road  to  Greylock 
from  Pittsfield,  and,  with  th.e  exception  of  a  few  persons,  was  not  often 
visited  from  that  direction. 

Greylock  was  taken  under  state  charge  by  statute  in  1S98,  and  was 
further  provided  for  by  successive  legislative  enactments  in  1900  and 
IC/04.  The  original  act  of  assembly  restricted  the  reservation  to  "  not 
to  exceed  ten  thousand  acres.'"  Prior  to  January  i,  1904,  the  reserva- 
tion commission  had  purchased  and  acquired  by  gift  about  5,483  acres. 
From  the  appropriation  of  1904  about  1,374  acres  are  to  be  added,  mak- 
ing the  total  area,  when  this  purpose  is  carried  out,  6,587  acres.  It  is 
hoped  to  increase  the  acreage  from  further  state  appropriations  until 
the  resen.-ation  will  embrace  about  8,216  acres.  Plon.  Francis  W. 
Rockwell,  of  the  commission,  in  a  recently  published  letter,  states  that 
"  the  resen-ation  may  in  the  end  include  the  bunch  of  hills  in  the  south- 
easterly part  of  W'illiamstown,  the  northeasterly  part  of  New  Ashford, 
the  southeasterly  [xirt  of  Adams,  and  the  hills  along  the  westerly  line 
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of  Adams,  extending-  into  ilie  s<^uth\vesteiiy  part  of  Xortli  Adams." 
Adjoinino-  t!;e  northeasterly  part  oi  the  reservation  as  now  acquired, 
the  city  of  North  Adams  owns  al>nit  eight  Inimlred  acres,  used  for  a 
reservoir  and  -water  stipply.  whicl-i  w\\\  be  kept  b\  the  city  in  harmony 
with  the  gen.eral  purposes  of  the  state  reser^-at!on. 

Tlie  county  of  Berksltire  aimuallv  appropriates  fifteen  hundred 
ci'.'ilars  ■'  for  the  care  and  mainter.arice  of  the  re5ervati(^n."  IncHviduals 
have  aided  tlie  commission  in  various  ways,  by  gifts  of  land  and  money, 
and  by  their  efforts  in  forwarding-  the  purposes  of  that  body.  The  com- 
missioners serve  without  compen^sation.  They  are  appointed  for  six 
years,  one  each  two  years.  The  first  board  was  composed  of  Jo'lm  Bas- 
com,  of  \\'illiair;-town ;  Francis  Rockwell,  oL  Pittsfield  :  and  A.  B. 
Mole,  of  Adanis.  r^Ir.  Mole  rendered  valuable  service  until  his  re- 
moval to  ^lontreal.  He  was  succeeded  by  G.  S.  AA'ilkinsou.  of  North 
Adams.  On  his  death.  'Sir.  W.  II.  Sperry.  of  the  same  city,  received 
th.e  appointn-ient  and  is  the  present  commissioner.  A.  custodian  acting 
under  the  commission  occupies,  v.-ith  his  family,  the  little  house  on  the 
stnnmit  of  Gre}-lcck.  His  duties  are  to  cut  out  trails  for  ai.vproaches 
to  the  mountain,  keep  the  rcadv.-ays  to  and  over  it.  stiperintend  chang'es 
in  the  road  or  laying-  out  spur-roads,  and  keep  a  lookout  for  forest  fires. 
His  family,  for  a  small  compensation,  serve  lunch  to  visitors. 

The  Greyi'ock  Reservation  is  the  pride  of  the  Berkshires,  and  pre- 
sents an  unending-  field  for  study.  It  is  noted  the  worUl  over  for  the 
variety  of  its  scener}-,  and  Greylock  moun.tain.  its  principal  peak,  the 
highest  point  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  commands  a  vieu-  of  widest 
scope  and  unsurpassable  beauty,  and  is  annually  visited  by  about  ten 
thousand  people.  These  visitors  begin  to  arrive  about  the  middle  of 
May,  and  are  numerou.>  until  early  in  October.  Some  drive  from  North 
Adams,  a  distance  of  nine  mjles;  others  from  Pittsfield,  sixteen  miles, 
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the  drive  cither  way  occupying'  zihout  four  hi-iurs.  ]\Iany  enthusiastic 
pedestrians  walk  from  \\"inicUT!sto\vn.  fr.nn  Adams,  ;md  from  Cheshire 
Harl>3r.  There  are  foot  trails  frcjm  th.e  Wilhamstown  side  of  the  irioun- 
lain  throughi  "  the  Hopper,'"  one  fr. im  Xortli  Adams  through  "  the 
Notch,'"  a  distance  of  about  five  miles  in  either  case. 

Probably  tr.e  first  v^hite  men  in  the  region  now  known  as  Berk- 
shire county  were  ^[ajor  Talco'tt's  column  of  British  troops,  which  in 
1676  passed  over  a  route  lying  through  the  present  towns  of  West  Otis, 
Monterey  and  Great  Barrington.  Settlement  of  the  region  was  in  one 
way  delayed  and  in  another  hastened  by  the  uncertainties  concerning  the 
precise  boundary  line  between  ]\rassachusetts  and  Xew  York.  It  is  as- 
serted that  the  first  to  come  were  from  Xew  York,  and  settled  at  Alt. 
A\'a.-hingrton  as  early  as  1693.  a  Hallenbeck  being  named  as  the  first 
settler,  and  the  next  a  Van  A'alkenburg-.  Local  annalists,  however,  do 
not  seern  to  recogriize  these  as  bona  fide  settlers,  and  they  accord  that 
pre-eminence  to  Obadiah  Xoble,  who  came  froin  W'estfield  and  settled 
in  what  is  now  Sheffield,  and  who  the  next  year  after  his  conn'ng  brought 
a  sixteen-year-old  daughter.  X'oble  came  in  1725,  being  the  first  land 
occupant  in  Berkshire  under  a  Alas'^achusetts  grant  co\-ering  two  town- 
ships, and  under  v>hich  was  occupied,  at  least  in  part,  the  territory  now 
known  as  Sheffield,  Great  Barrington,  Alford,  Egremont  and  Stock- 
bridge.  These  lands  came  to  the  whites  with  a  Flawless  title,  directly 
acquired  from  the  Indians,  who  accepted  three  barrels  of  cider  and  thirty 
quart?  of  rum  as  a  just  consideration.  The  next  step  in  the  settlement 
of  the  Berkshire  region  was  under  a  grant  of  land  for  four  townships 
along  the  route  between  W'estfield  and  Sheffield.  The  main  purpose 
was  tlie  making  and  maintenance  of  a  passable  road  between  the  Con- 
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nccticut  and  Housatonic  ri\-er?,  for  niiliian-  purposes,  affording,'  a  line 
for  trcKjps  and  supplies  to  the  Canada  frontier.  What  was  called  "  the 
Great  Road  from  Boston  to  .Albany."  between  pjlanford.  Hampden 
county,  and  Great  Barrington,  was  traversed  by  the  troops  under  ?\Iajor 
General  Anilierst.  marching-  to  the  capture  of  Fort  Ticonderoga;  and 
uiton  it.  from  Saratoga  to  Boston,  marched  tlic  captured  army  of  Bur- 
goyn.e,  who.  himself,  was  lodged  f(;r  one  night  at  Tyringham. 

The  coming  of  Xoble  was  the  precursor  of  an  immigration  which 
was  slow  for  some  years,  and  attended  with  a  degree  of  discomfort  almost 
inconceivable  at  the  present  day.  as  may  be  discerned  from  a  portion  of 
a  letter  written  by  one  of  the  later  immigrants,  and  quoted  by  ]\Ir. 
Charles  J.  Palmer,  of  Lanesliorough.  in  a  historical  papei  :  "  Berkshire 
County,  and  wliat  it  has  done  for  the  World :" 

■■  'Sly  father  and  mother,  with  three  children,  started  for  Berkshire 
in  a  cart  containing  the  provision  for  the  journey,  and  all  the  house- 
liold  goods,  drawn  by  a  }-oke  of  oxen.  We  traveled  from  five  to  eight 
miles  a  day.  much  of  the  way  through  a  wilderness  where  roads  had  to 
be  cut  and  bridges  made.  Aftei'  a  journey  of  a  month's  time  we 
reached  our  new  home,  a  log  hut.  Our  cabin  was  verv  small,  and  we 
had  to  partition  off  nearly  half  of  it  for  a  foM  for  our  sheep  to  keep 
them  from  the  wolves,  whose  nightl}-  howling  echoed  among  the  sur- 
rounding mountains.  .-Vfter  three  years  my  father  conceived  the  idea 
of  building  a  frame  house,  luit  was  cautioned  by  the  neiglilxirs  against 
so  wild  a  project." 


The  gerieral  appearance  of  the  county  at  the  time  of  its  settlement 
v^-e  can  not  so  well  describe  as  has  been  done  by  the  gifted  pen  of  ]\Ir. 
J.  E.  A.  Smith,  the  historian  of  Pittsfield : 


"If  fron'  some  neighboring  mountain  top,  the  pioneer,  as  he  ap- 
proached, gaincl  a  view  of  the  am.phidieatre  v. hich  lay  below,  the  scene 
was  one  to  enchant  even  the  n.iost  prosaic  heart.    All  the  minor  irreg- 
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ularities,  all  the  sharper  angks,  were  softeiunl  cnul  rounded  by  an  enamel 
of  forest,  in  which  were  embossed  the  rolHny  ouUines  of  hill  and  valley. 
The  landscape  stretch.ing-  through  a  range  of  iifl}'  miles  presented,  until 
all  other  hues  were  lost  in  the  blue  ot  distance,  the  unbroken  green  of 
waving"  tree  tops — save  where  througii  a  few  chance  openings,  the 
ITousatonic  flaslied  back  the  sunlight,  or  some  shimmering  glimpse  of 
lakelet  revealed  its  lonely  surface  upon  which,  perhaps,  still  lingered  the 
graceful  bark  of  a  wandering  Mi >l-,egan,.  At  intervals,  in  the  sea  of 
green,  a  spot  of  darker  \'erdure,  where  the  boughs  stirred  more  stiifly 
to  the  breeze,  betrayed  the  lurking  place  of  the  gloomy  and  frequent 
henilcciv  swamps.  Around  the  southern  borders  of  Lake  Shoonkcek- 
^loonkeek.  and  on  some  of  the  Taconic  hills,  glowed  those  noble  groves 
of  pine,  whose  fame',  attended  by  a  few  not  unworthy  relics,  remains  to 
this  day.  As  he  descended  the  mountain  side  by  Unkamet's  road,  or 
some  other  rude  path,  it  would  have  been  strange  had  nr)t  his  ear  been 
greeted  by  the  growl  of  a  bear,  the  howl  -of  the  wolf,  or  the  cries  of 
the  wildcat  and  the- Canadian  lynx  ;  for  all  then  had  their  dens  among  the 
tumbled  rocks  of  the  neighburing  ravines.  As  he  proceeded,  he  might 
have  caught  a  vani'^hing  glimpse  of  a  fox's  brush,  or  the  bristling  quills 
of  a  pcjrcupine.  He  was  pretty  sure  to  startle  a  brace  of  rabbits,  and 
send  a  wood-chuck  burrowing  to  his  hole;  while  squirrels — red,  black, 
grey,  and  striped — gambolled  by  scores  up  and  down  the  shaggy  sides 
of  the  great  trees.  The  skunk  made  his  presence  known,  and  perhaps 
a  raccoTjn.  on  some  fallen  mossy  trunk,  challenged  a  shot  from  the  e\er- 
ready  firelock.  But  tliat,  the  marksman  doubtless  reserved  for  the 
moose  which  might  presently  peer  at  him  from  the  recesses  of  the  for- 
est, the  deer  that  was  almost  sure  to  dash  across  his  path,  or  the  wild 
turkey  stalking  aniong  the  ferns.  Above  him  the  eagle  and  the  hawk 
.«;wept  in  dizzy  circles.  From  the  dank  borders  of  the  lake  the  shrill 
scream  of  the  loon  and  the  harsh  note  of  the  heron  saluted  him.  The 
black  duck  swung  on  the  still  waters,  and  possibly  a  sea  sull,  which 
had  wandered  inland  with  the  mist  of  the  sea,  dipped  its  white  wing 
along  their  sttrface.  All  the  feathered  host,  which  with  bright  hues  or 
melodious  song  makes  glad  New  England  woods,  fluttered  among  the 
overhanging  branches." 


Early  life  and  customs  in  Berkshire  were  vividly  described  by  Mr. 
Alexander  Kyde  in  his  historical  paper  on  that  sulsject,  published  in 
"  Collections  of  the  Berkshire  Historical  and  Scientific  .Society,"  in 
1899: 
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"In  the  valley  of  the  lit uisatiinic  and  IIccKac  ihe  forest  must  be 
leveled  and  hirned  before  a  hiJi  of  beans  craild  be  raised.  The  first  ihing- 
to  be  done  vras  to  build  a  but  tliat  might  serve  as  a  jirotection  from 
the  weatlier  ami  the  \volves.  This  v\-as  quite  unifGrmly  constructed  of 
logs,  notched  together  at  tiie  en.ds,  with  the  interstices  plastered  with 
niud.  Tb.e  oliininev  was  rudelv  l;uilt  up  of  stones,  wliich  were  also 
stuck  tc;geiber  with  mud,  ami  the  roof  was  formed  of  hemlock  boughs. 
Sometimes  the  hut  was  built  against  some  liuge  boulder,  or  some  steep 
bib,  Avbich  .served  as  a  back  to  l;ot'h  shanty  and  chimne_\-,  and  one  of 
the  early  settlers  boasted  a  good  deal  of  this  style  of  architecture,  claim- 
ing that  it  was  very  convenient,  as  he  could  feed  his  fire  from  the  chim- 
ne_\'  top,  and  it  saved  time  and  labor  in  cuttin.g  and  splitting  the  wood. 
Xo  patent,  however,  was  taken  otit  for  the  invention,  and  the  st}ie  be- 
came oljsoletc  when  sawmills  and  brick  kilns  were  introduced.  These 
log"  b;0U5es  were  prettv  rough  stmctures,  as  the  axe  and  spade  were  the 
only  implements  employed  in  their  cohstiaiction.  Xo  wonder  that  a 
visitor  from  Cape  Cod.  as  be  came  in  sight  of  one  of  these  bouses,  re- 
marked to  the  guide.  '  See.  there  is  a  hog-pen  with  a  chimney  to  it.' 
'  Be  quiet.'  was  the  re])ly.  '  that  is  where  your  uncle  lives.'  " 


The  interior  arrauigements  and  furnishings  were  in  keeping  with 
the  exterior.  There  were  no  floors,  for  there  v.'ere  no  boards,  neitlier 
were  there  chairs  or  tables.  The  betlstead  i>:sts  were  crotched  sticks 
dri\-en  into  the  ground,  and  in  the  crotches  v.ere  p>]aced  two  stout  sap- 
lings, one  at  the  head  and  the  other  at  the  foot,  and  on  these  were  put 
len.gthwise  some  slight  elastic  poles,  serving  the  purpose  of  slats.  Pine 
or  hemlock  boughs  served  for  a  mattress.  The  cooking  utensils  were 
a  skillet  and  a  spider,  and  the  closet  [>ossibly  contained  a  pewter  cup  and 
platter'  and  perhaps  a  w-rioden  trencher.  Clean  birch  bark  frequently 
supplied  the  place  of  plates.  The  food  was  mostly  fish  and  game,  both 
of  wdiich  were  abundant. 


The  local  nomenclature  of  Berkshire  is  interestingly  significant 
as  poiming  out  tb.e  origin  of  the  people  who  cau'.e  to  settle  it.  The 
subject  was  madic  ih.e  theme  of  an  interesting  paper  by  Charles  J.  Palm- 
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er.  and  thi?  ha^  been  largely  drawn  upon  for  the  information  herein 
contained.  Tyringham  deri'.-c>  it.-  name  from  the  Tyringham  in  Eng- 
land, whic'n  was  connected  wit!;  the  faniil_\-  ot  (io\-ernor  Bernard.  Egre- 
mont  was  so  called  for  Charles  A\'indhani.  Earl  of  Egremont.  whrj  was 
secretary  of  state  in  England  when  tlie  row  n  was  incorporated.  Shef- 
field was  nan;ed  for  Sir  Edmuiid  Slieffield,  second  Duke  of  Buckingliam, 
grandson  of  James  IL  Becket  took  its  name  from  the  birthplace  of 
Governor  Bernard,  in  Berkshire,  England.  ]\Earlborough  v.a'^  named 
after  the  town  of  the  same  name  in  England.  Great  Barrington  prob- 
ably was  named  after  Lord  Barrington,  of  England,  then  deceased,  who 
during  his  life  had  manifested  an  especial  interest  in  the  New  England 
colonies.  The  divisional  line  between  ^lassachusetts  and  Rhode  Island 
was  unsettled  and  in  controversy;  the  town  of  Barrington,  now  in 
Rhode  Island,  lay  near  the  disputed  line,  and.  as  it  was  uncertain 
whether  a  final  adjustnient  would  leave  it  in  ^lassachusetts  or  Rhode 
Island,  to  obviate  the  ixjssible  inconvenience  of  having  two  towns  of 
the  same  name  in  the  provir.ce,  it  was  determined  tn  call  the  new  town 
Great  Barrington.  Stcckbridge  appears  to  ha\-e  been  named  for  the 
English  town  of  the  same  name.  Pittsfield  was  named  after  William 
Pitt,  then  prime  minister  of  England.  Windsor  was  named  after 
Vv'indsor,  Connecticut,  which  was  named  for  tlie  PInglisli  Windsor,  in 
Berkshire.  Lenox  and  Richmond  were  originally  one  town,  named 
after  Charles  Len(jx,  Duke  of  Richmond,  and  when  the  town  was 
divided  one  town  took  his  name,  and  the  other  that  v/hich  belonged  to 
his  distinguishing  title.  Lanesborough  w^as  so  named  for  the  Countess 
of  I^nesborcmgh,  of  Ireland,  who  \\a5  a  court  favorite,  and  a  friend  of 
the  governor  of  Massachusetts.  It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  Lane 
family  of  Ireland  were  ardent  friends  of  the  American  cau>e,  and  sought 
to  create  a  rebellion  in  Ireland  at  the  time  of  the  American  revolution. 
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New  Framingliam.  the  toriTicr  name  of  Lanesboro.  was  named  from  the 
Frainingliam  in  ^fi\Id'e?ex  d  unty,  whence  came  the  £;Teatci-  part  of 
tlie  earlv  >eliier-.  Oueen^l:.' <r' juyh.  tlie  orii^iu  il  name  of  West  Slock- 
bridg-e.  was  given  it  in  lionor  of  the  queen  of  George  III,  Init  was 
dropped  at  ihe  heg'inning  of  th.e  re\-olution.  Tlie  other  towns  in  the 
county  are  named  in  greater  part  for  revohitii'inar}'  ^\•ort]lic^,  or  after 
individuals  who  located  manufacturing  industries.  Few  Indian,  names 
are  preserved. 

On  account  of  its  position  on  the  line  of  communication  hetween 
Xcw  England  and  Canada.  Berkshire  was  situated  \-ery  much  as  were 
the  Border  States  "  of  A'irginia.  Kentuck_\-  and  ^lissuuri  dvu-ing  the 
Civil  war.  The  Indians,  entirely  familiar  with  the  region,,  and  in- 
spired by  the  re\\-ards  ottered  by  the  French  for  Auicrican  scalps,  kept 
the  settlers  in  constant  dread.  Th.e  relics  of  ^•arious  of  the  old  forts 
and  stockades,  and  t!ie  sites  of  otliers  which  ha\-e  entirely  disappeared, 
are  el-^quent  reminders  of  the  courage  and  endurance  -of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  those  times — of  their  privations,  sufferings  and  dangers,  and 
even  of  cruel  deaths  at  the  hands  of  a  savage  foe.  The  preser\-ation  and 
identification  of  these  historic  sites  and  the  perpetuation  of  historical 
records  ha\-e  been  effected  primarily  through  the  instruiuentality  of 
various  patriotic  societies,  who  bv  their  works  ha\e  pri.)ven  themselves 
real  guardians  of  the  fame  ''■i  their  forbears — the  Berkshire  Chapter  of 
the  ^.lassachusetts  Society.  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution;  the 
Berkshire  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution ;  the  Berk- 
shire County  Hi=:tor!cal  and  Scientific  Society;  the  Fort  Alassachusetts 
Historical  Society,  etc.  Xor  must  be  omitterl  from  this  mention  refer- 
ence to  the  arduous  labors  of  one  of  the  most  active  members  of  various 
of  ihe-e  bodies,  the  late  lamenred  Rollia  Hillyer  Cooke.  Among  other 
notable  ettorls,  lie  was  primarily  instrumental  in  locating  the  sites  of 
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iiiariv  of  the  torts  of  tlic  colonial  aiul  ve\(ilutiMnr}'  i:crio(ls,  aiul  was 
among  the  llrst  to  lu'ge  tb.at  thcv  sIkuiIcI  be  snital^-lv  marked.  He  also 
songlit  cut  anu  was  instramenla.i  in  securing  a  marlcei"  f(.ir  the  site  of 
the  ancient  Indian  fort  in  Xew  A-hf'ird.  frcm  which  the  tcnvn  took  its 
nanie  (Ashf':.rt)  :  and  he  also  located  the  last  resting  jdaces  of  soldiers 
of  the  Revolutionary  war. 

Fort  ]Ma5sachL'.sctt>.  in  Xorth  Adams,  figures  most  i,ir(Mriincntly 
among  thie  torts  in  Berkshire  C(_;uP-t\-  during  the  French  and  Indian 
■wars.  Tiiis  was  attackeil  liy  a  French  anil  Indian  force  in  1746,  and 
was  comi)elled  to  surrender  owing  to  the  enfeehled  condition  of  the 
garrison  through  sickness,  and  want  of  ammunition.  The  prisoners 
■were  taken  to  Canada,  ntany  dying  0)i  the  jor,niey.  Those  who  sur- 
vived were  Immanely  treatecl.  and  subsequenll}-  liberated.  The  fort, 
which  was  destroyed,  was  afterward  rebuilt.  Others  of  the  old  de- 
fenses were  the  forts  at  Pittsfield — ^i-'crt  Au'^on.  near  the  Bea\-er  street 
crossing  of  tiie  east  bra'.ich  of  the  Housalonic  river:  Fort  Fairfield,  on 
the  Holmes  road,  between  the  Housatonic  ri\er  and  the  Sampsnn  resi- 
dence; and  Fort  Ashley,  southwest  of  Onota  lake,  on  th.e  hill  after- 
ward occupied  i)y  th.e  Daniels  residence. 

Against  the  jjitiful  ~ide  of  th.e  ston-  oi  these  trying  days  is  set  the 
narrative  of  tiie  Rev.  John  Sergeant's  missi^mary  work  among  the 
Stockbridge  Indian- — a  story  at  once  inspiring  and  pathetic.  His.  the 
first  attempt  to  civilize  and  christianize  the  Americaj.l...red  man,  was  made 
in  face  of  all  n^iann.cr  of  discourageincnt  and  oppositirin,  and  intensely 
pleasing  is  the  recollecti'-'U  of  the  str<jng  impression  fcr  guod  which 
he  left  uix.>n  those  he  can.ie  to  enlighten.  For  the  Stockbridge  Indians 
proved  a  tov/er  of  defense  t(j  Xew  England,  and  >o  lii.qhly  did  Wash- 
ington esteem  their  services  during  the  Rev.  Intion  that,  at  the  close 
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or  the  struiTgie,  in  hcliiilf  of  tl:e  infant  nation  iuid  for  himself,  he  pub- 
liciv  bore  witness  to  bii^  appreciation  and  g-ratitiule. 

John  Serg-eant  undertook  his  mission  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Church  Of  England  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  G')S]X-1,  and  the 
work  cnliste.I  a  widespre.'id  interest  am(')ng  churchmen  an;l  liumanita- 
rians  in  th.e  Motlier  Couuitry.    The  Re\-.  Isaac  Ilollis.  of  Lnidun  (a 

nephew  of  Hollis,  the  flis- 
tingiiished   benefactor  of 
"  .-  Harvard     College),  of- 

fered to  support  tv.'cnty  of 
tlie  Stockbridge  Indians 
at  an  anniial  charge  of 
five  hundred  pounds.  The 
■  Rev.  Dr.   Watts  sent  to 

Sergeant  seventy  pounds, 
.  :^  .  collected  fnjm  among  his 

friends,  and  also  a  copy  of 
his  treatise  on  "  The  Im- 
pro\-ement  of  the  ?\Iind," 
•  •■  -  a  little  volume  which  is  a 

c  h  e  r  i  s  h  e  d  memorial 
Stockbridge  Monument.  among    the  descendants 

of  Sergeant  to  the  pres- 
ent day.  Among  other  su^pporters  of  Sergeant  were  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  the  Duke  of  Cuniberland,  the  Duke  of  Dorset,  Lord  Cower, 
and  others.  Francis  Ayscough..  clerk  of  the  clo'^et  and  first  chaplain  to 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  sent  to  Sergeant  a  copy  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  in 
tv.'O  large  fflio  volumes,  embellished  with  .engra\-ings.  in  which  was 
inscribed:    "  Presented!  hy  Dr.  Ayscough  to  Rev.  Jidm  Sergeant,  mis- 
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sionaiy  to  the  Siockbridg-e  Imlirnis.  in  ihc  \-ast  ^\■ilde^less  called  New- 
En -land." 

Sergeant  found  greater  obstacles  to  cnnteiid  against  than  the  pa- 
ganism of  tlie  Indians,  in  the  lawl essriess  and  immorality  . of  manv  of 
the  wljite  settlers.  Riim  was  a  princijia!  agency  cif  the  white  traders, 
but  happily  tb.e  inrhaence  of  th.c  nn'ssicnary  was  so  commancling  and  the 
good  serise  avA  m.cral  principle  of  m.any  of  the  red  men  so  strong  that 
a  harrier  was  reared  against  this  demoralizing  traffic.  A  year  after 
Sergeant  had  begun  his  labors,  the  Indians  formrdly  agreed  "  to  liave 
no  trading  in  rum."  The  Clen.eral  Court  further  protected  tliem  Ijy 
the  enactment  of  a  law  (antcrlating  the  Elaine  liquor  la"w  by  more  than 
a  centur}-)  making  the  sale  of  strong  drink  to  an  Indian  a  criminal  of- 
fense. The  traders  endeavored  to  influence  the  Indians  against  this 
policy  by  the  same  arguments  used  in  opp'^sition  to  present-day  prohibi- 
tion, urging  that  the  inhibition  was  deprivation  cf  their  personal  liberty 
rights:  but  the  inrlucnce  of  their  pastor  was  sufficiently  great  to  con- 
vince them  that  the  law  ^\•as  enacted  for  their  welfare.  A  curious  side- 
light upon  this  matter  appears  in  the  deplorable  fact  that  the  prohibitii3n 
of  liciuor  applied  to  the  Indians  only,  and  the  records  of  a  neighboring 
town  show  that,  at  the  raising  of  the  frame  of  a  church,  among  other 
provisions  made,  it  was  voted  to  procure  three  barrels  of  beer  and 
twenty  gallons  of  rum. 

Sergeant,  in  his  work  am.ong  the  Indians,  anticipated  one  of  the 
foremost  .sociological  movements  of  the  present  day,  the  principle  of 
the  University  Settlement  and  the  establishment  of  a  schrjoi  such  as 
that  at  Ham.pton  Court,  where  the  Inrlians  should  Ije  taught  not  only 
from.  iXioks,  but  along  practical  lines,  farming,  the  ordinar}-  industrial 
avocatir-ns,  housekeeping  and  domestic  economy.  At  the  same  time, 
Sergeant  ant!cij)ated  the  home  mis^i'mary  effort  of  the  present  age,  by 
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trainincT  native  preachers  to  carry  the  Gospel  to  distant  trilies.  Among 
his  sciiolars  were  sonie  who.  inspired  by  him.  studied  later  at  Harvard 
anil  Dartmouth,  and  pro\-ed  shining"  lights  in  their  da\"  and  generation. 

Of  this  early  day  there  is  jjleasant  reminiscence  in  a  letter  to  the 
''''Boston,  rest  Boy"  of  SeptemJier  3.  1739.  written  from  Stockbridge, 
and  which  crint  iins  tiie  following : 

'■  Tiiere  is  a  church  gathering  and  fourteen  Indian  communicants; 
the  number  of  die  haptiz'd  is  near  sixty.  AA'hile  I  was  at  Stockbridge, 
the  Rev.  'Sir.  Sargeant  (  the  minister  there )  was  married  to  Mrs.  Abigail 
Williams,  a  virtuous  and  agreeable  young  gentlewoman,  daughter  of 
F.phraini  Williams.  Escp  There  were  ninety  Indi;ins  present  at  tlie 
marriage,  who  behaved  with,  great  gravit\  while  the  prayers  were  being 
made,  yea.  during  tlie  whole  ceremony,  and  scem'd  exceedingly  well 
pleased  that  their  minister  was  married ;  they  show  him  great  respect, 
etc.  And  I  hope  he  may  prove  yet  a  great  blessing  among  them,  and  be 
instrumental  of  turning  many  of  them  from  darkness  to  light." 

On  tlie  death  of  John  Sergeant,  he  was  succeeded  by  J'onatlian 
Edwards,  even  then  a  scholar  of  unusual  abilit}'.  and  who  in  his  work 
as  teacher  an-.r^ng  the  mingled  whites  and  Indians  had  an  able  assistant 
in  his  wife.  Sarah  Pierrepon.t  Edwards.  After  his  death  the  schools 
for  Indians,  male  and  female,  were  continued  under  succeedmg  teachers, 
the  last  being  John  Sergeant,  son  of  th.e  missionary.  Wdiile  lie  was 
their  pastor  the  Stockbridge  Indians,  with  him  as  their  head,  removed 
to  the  Oneida  country,  in  cen.tral  New  A'ork,  and  with  their  removal 
ends  the  story  of  their  relation  to  Berkshire  C(junty. 

Originally  a  part  of  the  old  county  of  Hampshire,  that  of  Berk- 
shire was  given  its  id.entity  under  it';  present  name  in  1761,  by  action 
of  the  General  Gourt  of  the  Province  of  ]\[assachusetts  Bay,  in  the  first 
year  of  the  reign  of  George  lit.    Thi^  Avas  fi.fteen  years  before  the 
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colonies  tlechired  their  independence,  and  ri  little  more  than  a  hall  cen- 
tury before  th.e  neig-'iboring  counties  of  Hampsliire  and  Franklin  were 
created.  Courts  ">vere  first  held  at  Great  Barrington  and  Pittslield  al- 
terr.ately.  Lenox  was  niade  the  shire  ti:>\\n  in  17S7.  anrl  remained 
sucli  until  186S.  when  IMtt-held  l.ecanie  the-  count}'  seat,  which  it  has 
since  been  to  llie  present  tiire. 

From  the  outset  the  people  of  Berkshire  w-ere  foremost  in  all  move- 
ments looking  toward  independence,  and  which  were  destined  to  re- 
sult in  tiie  birth  of  a  n.ew  nation.  They  were  a  conglomerate  of  diverse 
character,  but  became  substantially  one  in  spirit.  Many  came  from 
Connecticut,  others  from  Bobton.  There  were  ultra  Puritaris,  Ana- 
baptists and  Free-titinkcrs.  There  were  hardy  pioneers  and  Indian  fight- 
es,  sturdily  independent  and  aggressive,  prepared  to  lead  in  opposition 
to  whatever  seem^ed  to  threaten  abridg'enicnt  of  the  natural  liberties  of 
the  ir.dividual  man.  There  were,  also,  in  unusually  large  proportion 
for  a  new  commimit}-.  the  highly  educated,  cuhured,  e\en  aristocratic. 
Both  were  equally  necessary  for  the  day  of  great  events  whicli  was 
alrcafly  dawning — the  former  to  take  upon  themselves  a  foremost  part 
in  the  actual  revoltttionary  struggle,  though  the  other  class  were  not 
wanting  'here;  the  latter  to  exert  a  constructi\e  in.fluence  in  tlie  estab- 
lishment of  civil  institutions  after  that  struggle  should  have  ended.  As 
elsewhere  in  all  the  world's  history  during  the  progress  of  civilization 
and  of  man's  advancement,  neither  class  comprehended  the  imi>jrtance 
of  its  own  acts  or  their  momentous  effect  upon  the  future  of  the  country 
and  of  the  world. 

To  the  people  of  Berkshire  county  belongs  the  honor  of  being 
among  the  first  (if  they  were  not,  as  is  probable,  the  very  first)  in  the 
entire  land  to  take  pronounce.l  action  against  British  authority.  At 
Sliefneld,  on  January  12,  1773  (more  than  two  yerirs  before  the  famous 
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'■'  Alcckleiiburg-  Declaration  of  Independence  "'  proclaimed  at  iMecklen- 
Ir.irg-.  Xorlh  Carolina.  i\[a}-  20,  1775  ).  the  people  assembled  to  con- 
sider '■'  The  grievances  v.-hich  the  Americans  in  general  and  tlie  inhabit- 
ants of  this  ])ro\'ince  in  particular  labor  under."'  The  rejiort  of  the 
commitree  appoir.ted  t';«  voice  tlse  sentiments  of  the  pen|.)le.  viewed 
'■'with  deepest  sorrow  the  design  of  Great  Britain  (which  is  too  ai)[)ar- 
ent  to  every  vinuous  l(~>ver  of  h.is  country)  gradually  to  deprive  us  of 
invaluable  rights  and  privileges  which  were  transmitted  to  us  by  our 
Avorthy  and  independent,  ancestors;"  and  professed  "the  most  ami- 
cable regard  and  attachment  to  our  most  precious  sovereign  and  protest- 
ant  succession  as  by  law  established:"  but  ■'"with  that  deference  and  re- 
spect due  to  the  ooun.try  on  which  we  arc  and  always  hope  to  be  de- 
pendent, enter  upon  the  following  resolves." 

llie  first  two  of  tlie  resolutions  are  remarkable  as  being  almost 
identical  in  language  to  a  portion  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
of  July  the  Fourth,  1776,  at  Philadelphia: 

"  Rcsolz  cd,  that  ^lankind  in  a  State  of  Nature  are  equal,  free  and 
independent  of  each  otb;er,  and  ha\-e  a  right  to  the  undisturljed  Enjoy- 
ment of  their  lives,  their  Liberty  an.d  Property. 

"  Resell  cd,  that  the  great  end  of  Political  Society  is  to  secure  in 
a  more  effectual  manner  those  rights  and  privileges  wherewith  God  and 
Nature  have  made  us  free." 

These  resokitior.s  1' which  recited  every  grievance  complained  of 
then  or  thereafter  in  any  of  the  Colonies)  were  read  twice  in  town  meet- 
ing, and  unanimously  a<lopted.  Th.ey  were  penned  by  the  celebrated 
Theodore  Scd.gwick.  He  was  already  prominent  in  national  councils, 
and  it  is  not  impossible  that  the  Stockbridge  proclamation  had  a  close 
relationship  to  the  document  which  was  subsequently  adopted  at  Phila- 
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(lelphia,  throngli  ]iis  association  Aviih  llie  leaders  of  the  Congress  of 
1776. 

In  this  con.nection  it  is  in.tcresting  to  noie  that,  w'lieii  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence  of  1776,  penned  hy  Thomas  Jefferson,  was  read 
in  a  church  at  Shefhcld.  a  j>)or  slave  girl  hearing  it,  said:  ft  stands 
to  reason  that  I  ani  free."  She  sought  Mr.  (afterwards  Judge)  Sedg- 
wick, then  a  young  lawyer,  who  hrought  suit  to  establish  her  freedom, 
which  tlie  court  adjudged  upon  his  plea.  •  These  facts  were  narrated  in 
an  address  at  th.e  Kdwards  family  meeting  in  Stockljridge  in  Sejitcm- 
ber,  1870,  by  Plon.  David  Dudley  Field,  who  said  tliis  was  the  fu'st 
instance  v-iiere  that  fanious  Declaration  Avas  held  to  mean,  what  it  said." 

From  the  time  of  tlie  Sheffield  meeting  of  1773  there  vvas  no  halt- 
ing. Incidentally  it  may  be  mentioned  that  at  the  town  meeting  on 
February  25,  1775,  "the  present  inhuman  practice  of  enslaving  our  fel- 
low creatures,  the  natives  ot  Africa."  was  called  u[),  but  action  was  de- 
ferred, the  subject  being  under  the  consideration  of  the  General 
Court.'"  In  the  same  year,  when  British  aggression  had  become  so  pro- 
nounced as  to  threaten  the  virtual  reduction  of  .Massachusetts  to  tlie 
condition  of  a  conquered  province,  when,  to  quote  "  Tbe  Boston 
Gazette,"  "  The  whole  continent  seemed  inspired  by  one  soul,  and  that 
a  rigorous  and  determined  one,"  Berkshire  was  first  to  hold  a  county 
convention,  at  Stockbridge.  and  v/hich  body  adopted  a  solemn  league 
and  covenant  that  we  will  net  im.[)ort,  purchase  or  consume,  or  suf- 
fer any  person  for.  by,  or  under  us,  to  import,  purchase,  or  consume,  in 
any  manner  whatever,  any  goods,  wares,  or  manufactures,  which  shall 
arrive  in  Great  Britain,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  October  next 
*  *  *  until  our  charter  and  constitutional  rights  shall  be  re- 
stored.'' Sh.ortly  afterward  a  liberty  pole  in  Slietficld  was  cut  down, 
an<l,  the  two  deer?  of  tlie  deed  being  identifiedi,  one  was  cnnir.elled  to 
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i>n<?  before  a  I'^^n.g'  line  of  the  iiih;!l;itants.  l;eg"i;'iiig"  panlun  (if  e:Kli  rine ; 
■wliile  the  ot'icr  was  tnrreci  :md  featlierecl.  and  in  such  dire  ph'ght  was 
forcfc>!  to  kncck  at  the  door  oi  cxxtv  licv.se  in  tlie  town  and  make  hunil:»!e 
apoliigy.  As  anoth.er  instar.ce  of  th.e  spirit  oi  the  tinies  ma^■  he  noted 
the  fact  that,  son'.e  tin.ie  l^efure  the  Deckiration  of  Inde[)endence,  the 
people  of  I'ittsfield  by  vote  ordered  the  erastn-e  of  the  name  of  King- 
George  fro-ni  all  ot"ficial  insignia,  anal,  as  if  to  show  tlieir  contempt  for 
tliat  sovereign,  coupded  with  this  vi^te  a  number  of  miscellaneous  pro- 
visions, one  being  against  hogs  nmr.ing  at  large. 

Tin's  determined  spirit  of  in.dependtnce .  was  further  made  mani- 
fest even  in  the  relations  of  the  county  to  the  pi-(i\-incial  authority. 
For  a  considerable  period  Eerk.-hire  was  jiractically  administered  as  aii 
independent  ]-;rinc!pality.  its  inhabitaiits  holding  that,  by  the  act  of 
revolution,  ea.ch  political  eutity  had  relapsed  to  entire  dependence  ujion 
its  ovm  iidtercnt  powers,  that  the  old  pro\-incial  charter  had  l;ecn 
abrogated,  and  that  they  would  recognize  no  courts  or  authority  origin- 
ating in  Boston,  bttt  would  rest  upon  their  own  self-government  until 
a  state  convention  should  lie  held  and  a  lawful  go\'emment  organized 
novo.  To  effect  the  latter  end  the  people  of  Berkshire  tfx^k  primary 
action,  and  it  is  a  well  e-tablished  fact  that  Jonathan  Smith,  of  Lanes- 
boro.  contributed  more  than  all  others  to  the  ratihcation  of  the  Federal 
Constitution  by  the  people  of  [Massachusetts  and  the  erection  of  a  stable 
government.  Cc-ncerning  this  important  event  the  commissioners 
charged  with  the  publication  of  the  }>[a5sachusetts  Colonial  Records 
wrote  recently  to  Mr.  Charles  J.  Palmer,  of  Pittsfield :  "  While  all  our 
people  seem  to  have  shown  a  genius  f'.r  code-making  anrl  a  wrjnderful 
apipreb.en.sion  of  the  philosophy  of  Republican  go\ernment,  the  honor  of 
being  first  and  most  zealous  in  insisting  upon  a  new  constitution,  prop- 
erly anrl  l:iwfully  formed,  undoul-.tedly  belongs  to  the  little  community 
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i^cattered  aloni^  llie  extreme  western  border  ot  the  ])ro\-ince  along"  the 
beautiful  and  fertile  valleys  of  tlie  liousatonic.  And  yet  how  little 
j'.roniinence  is  given  to  this  tact  in  our  hooks  of  history.  It  is  certainly 
very  modest  in  the  in.te'ligent  peop.le  of  Berkshire  not  to  have  claimed 
m.ire  thnn  they  h:ive  for  the  ac'.he\-emeiits  of  their  foretatliers."  Al- 
though not  immediately  related  to  tliis  suliject,  it  is  interesting  to  note 
that  it  was  ovidng  to  the  earnest  and  determined  effort  of  men  of  Pitts- 
field'  iliat  ]>k[ass?.cliusetts'  hna.lly  ren^oved  the  remaining  relics  of  the 
most  objectionable  Puritan  legislati' m.  and  ga\'e  to  all  relieious  bodies 
absolute  independence,  and  equalitv  in  the  eyes  of  the  law. 

Berkshire  ])crforn''.ed  its  full  share  during  the  Revolutionarv  war. 
Its  minute-m.en  marched  to*  Boston  on  receiving  the  Lexin<^on  alarm. 
Three  of  its  regiments  fought  in  the  battle  of  Bennington.  Augu'^t  i6, 
1777.  V»'ith  one  of  these  was  Pitt-^field's  famous  Fighting  Parson 
Allen."  When  the  news  of  the  approaching  conflict  came  to  the  vil- 
lage. Parson  Allen  assembled  his  congregation  in  the  meeting  hou-^e  and, 
musket  in  hand,  called  upon  his  people  to  accompany  him  to  the  field. 
It  is  claimiCd  for  him  that  he  fired  the  first  shot  at  Bennin.gton  on  the 
American  side.  Berkshire  men  v.ere  present  in  the  campaign  culmina- 
ting in  the  capture  of  Burgoyne  and  his  army  at  Saratoga. 

During  the  v/ar  between  tire  I'nitcd  States  and  Great  Britain, 
i8i2-i8r4,  Pittsfield  v.-as  the  rendezvous  for  the  Berkshire  county  vol- 
unteers. There  also  were  congregated  the  British  srildiers  cai)tured 
during  the  war.  The  ground  occupied  by  th^  cantonment  then  beloncred 
to  the  United  States,  and  comprised,  among  other  territory,  the  sround 
S'.nce  occupied  by  the  Maplewood  Young  Larlies'  Institute,  St.  Joseph's 
f  Roman  Catholic)  Church,  and  buildings  pertaining  thereto. 

At  the  ouitbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  Berkshire  county  responded  with 
cheerful  alacrity,  as  it  d.id  to  all  subsequent  calls,  and,  v.-h.en  the  final 
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I        '    '■  '  '  "    "  ■  '  -r_^      accounting  was  made,  it  was 

shown  tliat  it  sent  to  the 
f  J-  ■  li      front    nearly   six  tfiousaticl 

men — nearly  foin-  Imnrlred 
(three  hundred  and  eightv- 
eight)  more  than  its  aggre- 
gated quota.  The  county 
was  largely  rejire^ented  in 
the  Eighth  Massachusetts 
Regiment  under  President 
Lincoln's  first  call  for  sev- 
en.ty-five  thousand  men.  The 
Forty-ninth  Regiment  was 
aln:ost  entirely  made  up  in 
p  I  ''^i^-j-  ■  ■  '^li^  county,  which  also  con- 

('  J  f    -  .'  '  -i      tributed  largely  to  the  ranks 

■  .'    '   ,  '*  i  I      of  the  Tenth,  T\\  entv-first. 

I  Thirty-first;  Thirty-fourth 
and  Thirty-seventh  Regi- 
ments, and  to  many  others 
in  smaller  numbers. 

One  of  the  most  beautiful 
and      impressive  soldiers" 
monuments   in    the  United 
Soldiers-  Monument.  States   is  that  in  tlie  City 

Park  in  Pittsfield.  The 
striking  figure  oc  the  cnlr-r-sergean.t,  in  bronze,  was  modeled  by  tlie  noted 
sculptor,  Launt  Th^:.mpson.  Among  the  inscriptions  upon  the  granite 
column,  wnicli  are  peculiarly  tcuchuig  and  expressive,  are  the  fallowing: 
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"  For  the  Dead,  a  Tribute." 

'■'  For  the  Living,  a  ]\Iemoiy."  ■    •  ■ 

"  For  Posterity,  an  Emblem  of  Loyalty  to  the  Flag-  of  their  coimtry." 
It  was  upon  the  occasion  of  the  unveiling-  of  this  monuraent,  on 
September  24,   1S72.  that  George  A\'illiain  Curtis  pronounced  one  of 
his  most  eloquent  orations,  and  his  fervent  ])rai^e  is  equally  applicable 
to  the  Soldier  of  the  L'nion,  from  v\-hatever  town  or  v;hatever  state: 

"  Let  us  be  grateful  for  Greece  two  thousand  years  ago,  and  thank 
God  that  Vi-e  live  in  America  toda}-!  The  war  scattered  the  glamour 
of  the  pas:  and  showed  us  that  we,  too,  live  among  great  \-irtues,  ereat 
characters  and  great  mien.  Through  these  streets  the  culture  of  Greece, 
the  heroism  of  Rom.e,  tlie  patriotism  of  our  own  rex'olution,  have 
inarched  before  your  eyes.  These  elms,  like  the  trees  of  Ardennes,  have 
shed  their  tears  in  dew  drops  over  the  unreturning  brave.  The  ground 
upon  which  we  stancl  is  consecrated  by  the  tread  of  feet  gladly  goings 
to  the  noblest  sacrifice.  And  from  these  throbbing  drums  and  wail- 
ing horns,  still  peals  the  music  to  which  tbe\-  marched  awa}-.  They 
were  your  son.s,  Fittstield  and -green  Berkshire!  Tliey  were  }our  com- 
rades, 2ilas5achusetts  soldiers!  They  were  the  darlings  of  )-our  homes, 
tender  hearts  that  hear  me  I  And  here  in  tliis  fair  figure  of  heroic  youth, 
they  stand  as  you  will  always  recall  them — the  bloom  of  immortal 
youth  upon  their  cheeks ;  the  divine  hope  of  youth  in  their  hearts ;  the 
perpetual  inspiration  of  youth  to  eveiy  beholder.  For  this  is  the  Ameri- 
can soldier  of  the  Union:  the  messenger  of  liberty  to  the  captive,  and  of 
peace  to  the  nation.  Tl-is  is  the  perpetual  but  silent  preacher  of  the 
gospel  of  liberty  and  justice  as  the  only  sure  foundation  of  states. 
'  P>eautiful  on  the  mountains  are  the  feet  of  him  that  bringeth  glad  tid- 
ings, that  publisheth  peace,  that  said  unto  Zion,  thy  God  reigneth !  '  " 

In  the  same  park  with  the  Color  Sergeant  "  is  a  lofty  flagstaff 
erected  by  the  city  at  the  cpening  of  the  Spanish-American  war,  from 
which  floats,  on  occasion,  a  handsome  national  flag,  the  gift  of  the 
children  of  the  public  schools. 

How  quickly  the  people  of  the  revoIutionar\-  period  turned  to  the 
arts  01  peace  as  soon  as  war  was  over,  is  discernible  in  the  fact  that 
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education  bccaiuc  one  of  their  chicfest  concciTis.  Williams  College, 
witlioitt  qi;cslion  tlie  nio.st  important  instittUion  in  the  licrkshirc?,  from 
iiiim]jle  an.u  ttni)roniising  1:-eg'inninp;s  rose  to  the  front  rank  among 
Am.crican  colleges.  It  hos  not  only  been  a  pioneer  in  more  than  one 
field  of  sciiolarship  and  research,  but  its  religirius  influence  has  been 
felt  to  the  end?  of  the  earth.  A  pertinent  illustration  is  found  in  the 
fono\\ing:  It  i^  related  that  in  tlie  early  days  of  the  last  century  the 
students  were  accustomed  to  meet  in  tb.e  fields  for  prayer.  On  one 
occasicn  a  thunder  storm  dr^ive  them  to  the  shelter  of  a  ha_\stack,  and. 
amid  the  war  of  elements,  there  came  to  some  of  them  the  purpose  to 
"preach  the  gospel  t'>  every  creature.'"  Several  of  the  students  be- 
came tlic  first  and  most  notable  of  American  foreign  missii^naries.  and 
the  conferences  of  'Williams  College  students  led  to  the  organization  of 
that  wonderfully  efficient  body,  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners 
for  Foreign  [Missions. 

Otlier  potent  educational  agencies  were  the  many  academies 
which  early  d<jtted  the  ccitnty.  and  which  were  the  resort  of  pupils  from 
Xew  York  and  Boston,  indeed,  from  all  over  the  land,  making  Berk- 
shire the  seat  of  a  great  share  of  the  influence  which  has  made  ?v[assa- 
chusetts  tb.e  center  of  literaiy  and  educational  activity  and  helpfulness 
for  the  v.-hole  land.  To  quote  ]Mr.  Palmer:  "Every  one  of  these 
schools  was  no  mere  place  for  giving  the  fashionable  \eneering  of  the 
ordinary  boarding"  school,  but  rather  the  se\ere  round  of  training  In 
the  Spartan  virtues  of  hard,  severe,  honest,  legitimate  toil,  and  earning 
ever\-  step  of  advance  achieved.  And  from  these  schools,  as  well  as 
from,  the  mountain  farms  and  hillside  sloi;es  f  f  the  Housatonic,  there 
"has  flowed  a  constant  stream  of  manly  \igor  which  has  served  to  re- 
plenish the  wear  and  waste  anil  strain  niany  a  town  and  citv  in  every 
j"K>rtion  of  the  land."    Nor  must  be  ox  erlooked.  as  a  potent  educational 


16S6495 


Haystack  Monument. 


BERKSHIRE  COUNTY 


37 


ag-ency,  the  libraries  which  were  early  established  in  various  towns. 
The  latter  conta-'ned  no  llashy  novels,  but  were  lilled  with  standard 
works  cf  In'ston,-.  hiograpliy,  travels  and  poetry,  and  social  circles  were 
formed  for  reading-  these  works.  ]\Ir.  Hyde,  previously  quoted,  says 
that  young-  ladies,  as  tliey  spun  wool  and  Hax,  would  have  "  Paradise 
Lost  ■■'  or  Young-"s  Xight  Thcughts"  or  some  other  book  before 
them,  and  read  as  they  spun..  -^.lany  young  women  committed  to  mem- 
ory entire  pjoems,  and  were  well  versed  in  Rollin's  "  Ancient  History  " 
and  Plutarch's  Lives."  and,  (remarks  :\[r.  Hyde)  "  it  has  been  claimed 
bv  some,  who  had  ai'i  eye  on  the  first  half  century  of  Berkshire  as  v.-ell 
as  the  last  half,  that  the  matrons  of  the  first  period  were  more  con- 
versant with  standard  English  authors  than  are  their  daughters  and 
g-rand-daughters.''  Pertinent  to  die  same  topic  is  the  following  from 
the  "  Autobiography  and  Letters  of  Oiwilie  Dewey,  D.  D. :" 

"  P'or  books  to  read,  the  old  Sheflield  Library  was  my  main  re- 
source. It  consisted  of  about  two  hundred  volumes, — lioolcs  of  the 
good  old  fashion,  well  printed,  well  hound  in  calf,  and  well  thumbed,  too. 
What  a  treasure  was  there  for  me!  I  thought  the  mine  could  never 
be  exhausted.  At  least,  it  contained  all  that  I  \vanted  then,  and  better 
reading,  I  think,  than  that  which  generally  engages  our  youth  now- 
adays, — the  great  English  classics  in  prose  and  verse,  Addison  and 
Johnson  and  >Jilton  and  Shakespeare,  histories,  travels,  and  a  few 
novels.  The  most  of  these  books  I  read,  some  of  them  over  and  over, 
often  by  torchlight,  sitting  on  the  floor  (for  we  had  a  rich  bed  of  old 
pine-knots  on  the  farm.)  :  and  to  this  library  I  owe  more  than  to  any- 
thing that  helped  me  in  m}'  boyhood.  *  *  *  j  remember  the  time 
when  there  were  eminent  men  in  .Sheffield.  Judge  Sedgwick  com- 
menced the  practice  of  the  law  here:  and  there  were  Esquire  Lee,  and 
John  \V.  Hurlbut,  and  later.  Charles  Devv-ey,  and  a  number  of  profes- 
sional men  besides,  and  several  others  who  were  not  professional,  but 
readers,  and  ccuM  quote  Johnson  and  Pope  and  Shakespeare :  my 
father  himself  could  repeat  the  '  Essay  on  !Man,'  and  whole  books  of 
the  ■'  Paradise  Lost.' 
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Berkshire  was  the  hcane  of  a  iii:)t;tl)le  arrny  ot  professional  men — ■ 
clerg-}-men.  lawyers  and  physicians — who  left  a  clee[)  impress  not  only 
upon  their  own  but  succeeding-  g-eneravions.  At  the  beginning  the  set- 
tlers were  for  the  greater  number  I'uritan  Congregationalists.  The 
business  of  building-  churches,  settling  ministers  and  providing"  for 
their  suppon  was  transacted  in  town  meeting.  To  qu(>te  Alexander 
Hyde  ('"Early  Life  and  Customs"').  "Pastors  were  settled  for  life. 
With  scarecely  an  exception  they  were  graduates  from  college,  and 
eminent  for  scholarship,  piety  and  practical  wisdom.  They  constituted 
the  aristocracy  of  the  coun.ty.  using  the  term  in  its  original  meaning 
— governifient  by  the  best.  To  them  the  people  looked  not  only  for  rc- 
lignous  instruction,  but  for  counsel  in  all  matters  of  education  and  civil 
polity."  Jonathan  Hubbard,  the  first  pastor  in  the  county,  was  settled 
in  Shctiield  in  T735.  and  died  tb.ere  iii  1765.  He  was  settled  in  the 
same  year  John  Sergeant  was  ordained  at  Deerheld.  ]\Ir.  Sergeant 
was  sticceeded  by  Jonathan  Edwards,  proncau'iced  by  niany  to  be  "  the 
giant  intellect  of  America."  After  ^Ir.  Edwards  was  called  to  the 
presidency  of  Princeton  College  he  was  succeeded  in  his  pastoral  office 
by  Dr.  West,  a  fanKrus  theologian,  who  in  tlie  ab-^ence  of  theological 
seminaries  taught  numerous  divinity  students.  Dr.  West  was  ^suc- 
ceeded  by  Dr.  Eield.  In  1743  Samuel  Hopkins,  who  was  to  come  to 
large  distinction,  was  settled  at  Creat  Barrington,  where  he  remained 
until  1770,  when  he  removed  to  Xeuport,  Rhode  Island.  There  were 
also  famous  preachers  in  the  mountain  towns.  Rev.  Thomas  Strong- 
settled  at  Xew  ]^Iarlborough,  was  succeeded  by  Dr.  Alexander,  and  he 
by  Dr.  Catlin,  who  was  author  of  "A  Compendium  of  Theology." 
Adonijah  Bidwell,  settled  at  T}-ringham  in  1750,  was  another  strong 
figure,  his  pastorate  covering  a  period  of  thirty-four  years.  Clergy- 
men were  settled  in  central  and  northern  Berkshire  about  a  Cjuarter  of 
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a  century  after  those  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county.  The  renowned 
Thomas  Allen,  the  first  Pittsfielcl  pastor,  v.ns  settled  in  ^yC)^.  He  died 
in  iSlo,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  \\'illiam  Allen,  afterward  presi- 
dent of  Bowdoin  College,  and  he  hy  Herman  Humphrey,  who  was  later 
called  to  the  presidency  of  Amherst  College.  Dr.  Hyde  was  settled  in 
Lee  in  179J.  and  Dr.-Shepard  at  Lenox  in  1795. 

To  illustrate  the  deep  feeling  of  that  day,  iMr.  Rollin  H.  Cooke, 
in  his  paper  c>n  tlie  Rev.  John  Todd,  D.  D.  (published  in  the  Collec- 
tions of  the  Berkshire  Historical  and  Scientific  Society,  1899),  notes  a 
letter  written  by  that  eniinerjt  di-\-ine,  in  which  lie  refused  to  attend  the 
funeral  of  a  friend,  on  account  of  having  to  take  part  with  a  Unitarian 
minister,  beginning  by  saying,  I  do  believe  that  Unitarianism  is  not 
the  Gc'Spcl  of  Christ,"  and  closing:  "  By  acceding  to  your  polite  invita- 
tion I  coine  alongside  of  a  Unitarian  minister,  and  thereby  publicly  ac- 
knowledge him  to  be  a  nunister  of  Jesus  Christ.  Sir,  in  view  of  the 
judgment  day,  I  dare  not  do  it."  And  'Mr.  Cooke  observes :  "  Yet 
we  criticise  the  doctrine  of  papal  infallibility." 

The  lawyers  of  the  county,  from  its  foundation,  were  ever  in  the 
lead  in  social  rank,  and  more  especially  in  public  life.  When  the  county 
v.-as  incorporated  (1761)  there  were  only  five  lawyers  in  acti\-e  prac- 
tice, but  they  were  men  of  great  ab'iiity.  Among  them  were  John  Hug- 
gin.s  and  John  Ashley,  in  Sheftield;  Mark  Hopkins,  in  Great  Barring- 
ton,  and  Theodore  Sedg-wick,  in  Stockbridgc.  Hie  first  la\\yer  in 
Pittsfield  was  Woodbridge  Little,  who  began  practice  there  in  1770, 
David  Xoble  settled  in  Vx'illiamstown  about  the  same  time,  and  Daniel 
Dewey  came  in  1790.  The  last  named  rose  tu  the  supreme  bench  of 
the  state,  and  his  legal  and  judicial  traits  reached  t'j  the  third  genera- 
tion. Later  came  to  Lenox,  Samuel  (Juincy.  a  graduate  of  Harvard, 
and  to  Pittsfield.  John  Chandler  Williams.    All  these  and  other  illus- 
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trious  lawyers  and  jurists  exerted  a  strong  influence  upon  the  life  of 
the  coiiimuiiity  and  upon  the  jurisprudence  of  Massachusetts.  As 
early  as  1815  a  L<a\v  Library  As.sooiation  ^\■as  formed  Ijy  tlie  members 
of  the  Berkshire  county  bar.  to  procure  law  books  for  use  during  court 
sessions.  Ev  1S29  the  Association  had  collected  upwards  of  three  hun- 
dred volumes,  and  it  has  now  grown  to  more  than  ten  times  this  num- 
ber. 

The  pliysiciaiiS  exerted  less  moulding  irifluence  than  did  the  law- 
yers, but  there  were  men  of  lofty  character  and  high  attainments  among 
them.  Tlie  early  practitioners  were  generally  college  graduates  and  meri 
of  broad  intelligence.  Among  them  were  A\dlliam  Bull  and  Lemuel 
Barnard,  of  Sheffield;  John  Buck  and  \\'iUiam  Whiting,  of  Great  Bar- 
rington;  Erastus  .Sergeant,  of  Stockbridge:  John  Crocker  and  Hugo 
Burkhardt.  of  Richmond;  Oliver  Brewster,  of  Becket.  and  Timothy 
Childs,  of  Pittsfield.  Adaptability  for  the  profession  seems  to  have 
been  hereditary  in  some  families,  especiall_\-  the  Sergeant,  Brewster  and 
Childs  families. 

Dr.  Erartus  Sergeant  and  Dr.  Oliver  Partridge,  ot  Stockbridge, 
were  apiwinted  in  17S5  a  county  corre^ponding  committee  to  act  in 
conjunction  with  the  ^Massachusetts  ^Medical  Societ}-.  incorporated  in 
1781.  Tliis  led  to  the  organization  in  1787  of  a  medical  society  at 
Stockbridge.  and  in  1791  a  second  county  association  was  formed,  but 
existed  only  two  years.  In  1818  the  legislature  chartered  the  Berk- 
shire ^fedical  Society,  but  its  organization  was  not  perfected  until  1820. 
llie  Littsfield  Medical  Society  was  formed  in  1871,  and  the  North  Berk- 
shire Medical  Society  in  1876. 

In  1821  a  movement  was  set  on  foot  for  the  establishment  of  a 
medical  school,  but  plans  were  long  delayed  un  acojunt  of  the  opposi- 
tion of  the  friends  of  the  one  connected  with  Idarvard  College.  The 
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"Berkshire  ^Medical  College  v^-a?  cliaiterecl  Jrinuaiy  4.  1823,  and  opened 
its  door?  September  ]  i  of  the  same  year,  with  the  following  faculty : 
Dr.  H.  H.  Childs,  theory  and  practice  of  n.iedicine;  Dr.  J.  P.  Catch- 
elder,  anatomy,  surgen-  and  physiology;  Dr.  Asa  Burbank,  materia 
medica:  Professor  G^e-ter  Dewey,  of  Williams  College,  cheinistrv,  bot- 
auA-  and  mineralogy.  Lectures  on  obstetrics  were  to  be  deli\'ered,  but 
the  lecturer  Avas  not  named.  In  1S21  tlie  old  Pittsfield  Hotel  was 
bought  for  scliool  uses,  and  received  about  twenty-five  students.  In 
1S23  the  legislature  made  the  college  a  grant  of  $5,000,  to  be  paid  in 
five  amiual  installments.  The  building  used  as  a  lecture  room  was  de- 
stroA'cd  by  fire  in  1S50.  and  the  legislature  made  a  further  s-rant  of 
$10,000,  while  the  citizens  of  Berkshire  contributed  $5,000,  and  a  new 
edifice  was  erected,  the  dedication  taking  place  x\ugust  5,  1851.  After 
many  vicissitudes  the  college  closed  its  doors  in  1871.  sellino-  its  build- 
ing to  the  town,  which  remodeled  it  for  school  purposes.  The  'sum 
accruing  from  the  sale,  after  paying  the  college  indebtedness,  was 
turned  over  to  the  Berkshire  Athenaeum. 

During  its  forty-four  years'  existence,  the  Berkshire  Medical  Col- 
lege graduated  eleven  hundred  and  thirty-eight  doctors  in  medicine, 
who  held  a  rank  equal  to  that  of  those  sent  out  by  any  American  school 
of  mediciric  of  that  day.  As  v.-as  observed  b}-  J.  E.  A.  Smith  ("  His- 
tory- of  Berkshire  County  ''),  It  had  a  large  share  in  the  advancem.cnt 
of  medical  scien.ce  and  the  elevation  of  medical  character.  It  bad  at- 
tracted to  Pittifield,  in  its  faculty  and  others,  persons  of  culture  who 
had  adorned  the  society  of  the  village  while  they  mingled  with  it,  and 
left  it  the  better  for  their  pjresence,  and,  when  it  cuuld  no  lr>nger  cred- 
itably perform  the  work  which  was  entrusted  to  it,  it  gracefully  yielded 
the  place  to  those  wdic  could.''  During  the  existence  of  the  college 
voluntary  associations  were  formed  among  the  students  for  mutual 
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literary  and  professional  improvement.  In  these  tiX)k  part  some  who 
achieved  a  high  place  in  educational  life,  among-  tliem  President  jMarIc 
Hopkins,  01  \A'illiams  College,  and  Dr.  J.  G.  Holland.  Drs.  Thayer 
and  Stiles  entered  u[>on  the  publication  of  the  Berkshire  iMedical  Jour- 
nal in  1861 :  it  greatly  intensified  the  local  esprit  dn  corps  of  the  pro- 
fession, and,  though  it  was  continued  but  one  year,  left  an  enduring 
influence. 

The  local  press  is  not  to  be  overlooked  in.  epitonrlzing-  the  intlu- 
ei^ices  VN-hich  were  potent  in  the  educ:aion  of  the  people  and  the  advance- 
ment of  the  interests  of  the  community  at  large.  The  first  newspaper 
established  Avas  the  American  Centinel.  by  E.  Russell.  The  first  num- 
ber appeared  December  i,  17S7,  and  its  existence  ^vas  but  brief.  At 
that  time  there  were  but  two  other  papers  in  Massachusetts  west  of 
Worcester.  The  Centinel  was  succeeded  by  the  Berkshire  Chronicle, 
which  issued  its  first  number  ]\Iay  8,  178S,  Roger  Storrs  being  the  pub- 
lisher. It  was  only  twelve  by  eight  inches  in  size,  but  at  its  thirty-first 
number  was  amplified  to  eighteen  by  twelve  inches.  It  was  ably  con- 
ducted and  enjoyed  a  wide  ix>pularity.  There  was  then  no  postoftlce  in 
the  county  (the  first,  at  Stockbridge,  was  not  opened  until  1792),  and 
post  riders  were  irregular,  making  their  trips  at  long  intePv-als.  In 
January,  1790.  the  Chronicle  announced  that  "  the  printer  ('Mr.  Storrs"), 
ever  endeavoring  to  furnish  his  customers  with  the  earliest  intelligence, 
had  engaged  a  post  to  ride  weekly  from  his  oftke  in  Pittsfield  to  Sv>ring- 
field  on  Monda}'S  and  return  on  W'edncsdaA'S,  with  the  papers  published 
in  the  different  States  m  the  L'nion,  when  matters  of  importance 
(brought)  by  them  v/ill  be  published  by  the  Chronicle  on  Thursday,  and 
immediately  circulated  to  the  several  towns  by  the  different  post  riders." 

In  1827  the  people  of  northern  Berkshire  determined  upon  the 
establishment  of  a  ne\vspa[^r  in  that  portion  of  the  county,  and  a 
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strong  rivalry  grew  up  between  Xortb,  Adam?,  South  Adams  and  W'W- 
liamstowu.  aspirin.g  politicians  being  the  principal  factors  in  beliall  of 
llieir  respective  towns.  "A  committee  of  North  Adams  people  achieved 
the  victor}-,  and  in  one  night  brought  from  Pittsficld  a  i>ress  and  types 
and  workmen.  From  this  equipment  wa.s  pr.jduccd  on  Febriiar\-  23, 
1827,  the  first  nu:nber  of  tlie  Berksliirc  American,  published  by  Asa 
Green,  a  man  of  character  and  a  ready  writer.  The  journals  thus  named 
were  the  forerunners  of  many,  some  ephemeral,  some  of  permanent  es- 
tablishment, and  all  contributing  in  less  or  larger  degree  to  the  develop- 
ment of  the  county  along  material  lines,  and  the  upholding  of  liighcr 
standards  of  education  and  intelligence. 

In  ^"arious  lines  the  county  of  Berkshire  has  ever  been  an  advanced 
leader  in  thought  and  action.  Indeed,  one  writer  (Mr.  H.  Plunkctt) 
has  said  we  claim  that  more  of  those  first  thing;s  that  draw  the  chariot 
of  progress  forward  so  that  people  can  see  ir  has  moved,  have  been 
planned  and  executed  by  the  inhabitarits  of  the  nine  hundred  and  fifty 
square  miles  that  constitute  the  territory  of  Berkshire,  than  can  be 
credited  to  any  other  tract  of  equal  extent  in  the  United  States."'  A 
student  of  Williams  College,  as  early  as  1806  (long  before  a  railroad 
had  been  constructed  in  the  world),  broached  the  idea  of  a  railroad 
from  Boston  to  Albany.  In  1826,  through  the  effort  of  people  of 
Stockbridge,  the  scheme  was  seriously  ad\'anced  in  the  legislature,  and 
in  the  subsec^uent  construction  o\"er  the  Berkshire  hills  was  first  demon- 
strated the  practicability  of  operating  railroads  on  severe  ascending  and 
descending  grades,  as  well  as  upon  the  level.  Here  was  overcome  the 
steepest  grade  of  the  day  ('eighty-fi\'e  feet  to  the  mile),  and  the  feat 
was  deemed  such  a  m.arvel  of  engineering  that  the  [Xjint  was  visited 
and  studied  by  railroad  builders  from  Gireat  Britain  and  various  of  the 
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continental  conntrie?.  In  tiie  same  year  was  sugg-estcd  the  Great  Hoosac 
Tunnel,  one  of  the  largest  in  the  world,  the  construction  of  whicli  Avas, 
iiowcvcr,  long-  delayed.  It  was  begnn  in  18G3  and  completed  in  1S75, 
and  so  accurate  was  tlie  Avork,  begun  at  opposite  sides  of  the  mountain, 
that,  when  the  workmeUi  met.  it  was  found  that  the  variation  in.  the 
aligni7ieni  was  less  tlian  an  inch,  and  in  the  le\-el  less  than  three  inches, 
in  the  entire  length  of  four  an.d  three-fourths  miles.  In  :  826  a^so,  an 
elevated  railroad  was  proposed  by  Theodore  Sedgwick,  of  Stockbridge. 
The  principle  of  electric  railroads  was  patented  by  Stephen  Field,  of 
the  same  town :  and  tlie  Atlantic  telegraph  cable  had  its  inception  in 
the  brain  of  another  Stockliridgc  man,  Cyrus  A\'.  Field,  who  carried 
the  project  forward  to  its  consummation. 

In  more  recent  days  have  been  founded  within  the  Ijorders  of  the 
county  manufacturing  enterprises  of  first  importance,  tiie  products  of 
which  are  familiar  in  every  market  reached  by  American  commerce, 
and  v.-hich  have  made  the  nr-mcs  of  Pittsfield,  Daltrn,  Flinsdale,  Great 
Earrington,  Adams,  Xorth  Adanis,  Williamstovv'n,  Lee,  znd  others, 
widely  known.  At  Lee  was  made  tlie  first  wood  pulp,  anrl  the  first 
paper- from  that  material;  and  at  Dalton  are  located  the  mills  A\here 
is  made  tlie  distinctive  f>aper  upon  v^hich  is  printed  the  bonds  and  bills 
of  the  United  States,  ail  the  mrnrcfacturing  operations  being  carried 
on  under  the  direct  supervision  of  agents  of  the  United  States  Treasury 
Department. 

The  natural  beauties  of  old  Berkshire,  its  churches  and  its  grave- 
yards v,-ilh  their  hallowed  memories,  its  ancestral  homes  with  tlieir 
annals  and  traditions,  have  been,  through  the  3ears,  an  inspiration  to 
men  and  women  of  letters,  historians  and  poets,  some  native  to  the  soil, 
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others  who  caiiie  to  ^Iwei!  lor  a  time  aiKl  ply  their  pens  con  aiiiore,  in 
midst  of  ccngeni.il  and  sng-ge5ti\-e  surroundings. 

Dr.  Jonathan  Ed-,v:'rds  resided  in  vStockbridge  from  the  time 
he  came  to  succeed  the  Rev.  John  Sergeant  as  teacher  and  preacher, 
nnlil  he  was  called  to  tlie  pre:-idency  of  Princeton  ( Xew  Jerse}-)  Col- 
lege. Here,  in  a  house  known  a-  Edwards  Hall  (t'.)rn  down  only  a 
lew  vears  ago)  in  a  room  six  hy  fifteen  feet,  lie  wrote  his  great  treatises 
on  •■■'Freedom  of  the  Will."  The  Xature  of  \^irtue,"  and  "  Original 
Sin."'  A  remarkable  instance  of  his  precocious  genius  and  kno-wledge 
is  afforded  in  the  following,  written  by  him  when  lie  was  about  twelve 
years  old : 

1  here  are  some  things  that  I  have  ' 
happily  seen  of  the  wondrous  wa}'  of  the  .■  ;> 

working- of  the  spider.    *  Every-  /  .  ^■"'■■■i  .. 

body-  that  is  used  to  the  country  knows  _  ■  ^ 

their  marching  in  the  air  from  one  tree 
to  another,  sometimes  to  the  distance  of  • 
five  or  six  rods.    Nor  can  one  go  out  in  a  -  ^ 

dewy  morning  in  the  latter  end  of  Au- 
gust and  the  beginning  of  September  but 
he  shall  see  multitudes  of  webs,  made  vis-  •  . 

ible  b}'  the  dew  that  hangs  on  them, 
reaching  from  one  tree,  branch,  or  shrub: 
to  another;  which  v.-ebs  are  commonlv 

thought  to  be  made  in  the  night,  be-  V^^^^^  Ldwards. 

cause  they  appear  only  in  the  morn- 
ing; whereas  none  of  them  are  made  in  the  night,  as  these 
spiders  never  come  out  in  the  night  when  it  is  dark,  as  the 
dew  is  then  falling.  But  these  webs  may  be  seen  well  enough 
in  the  day-time  by  an  observing  eye,  by  their  reflection  in  the 
sunbeams.  Especially  late  in  the  afternoon  may  the>e  webs  that  are 
between  the  eye  and  that  part  of  the  horizon  that  i<  under  the  sun.  be  seen 
very  plainly.  *  *  *  And  the  spiders  themselves  may  be  very  often 
seen  traveling  in  the  air.  from  one  stage  to  another  amongst  the  trees,  in 
a  very  unaccountable  manner.  But  I  have  often  seen  that  w  liich  is  much 
more  astonishing.  In  \-ery  calm  and^  serene  days  in  the  furenientioned 
time  of  year,  standing  at  some  distance  behind  the  end  of  a  house  or 


40 


BER  KSHIRE  CO  UN  T  Y 


some  other  opaquo  h.ody.  so  a>  just  to  bide  the  disk  of  the  sun  and  keep 
oft  his  dazzling-  rays,  and  k-joking  along"  ckjse  l)y  the  side  of  it,  I  h.a\-e 
seen  a  vast  multitude  of  little  shining-  webs  and  glistening  sLrines  brightly 
reiiecting  the  sunbeanis.  and  scane  uf  ihem  of  great  length,  and  of  sucli 
height  that  or.e  would  tliink  they  were  lacked  to  the  ^•au!c  of  the  heavens.'' 


His  Old  study  takde  is  preser\-ed  in  the  Stockbridge  village  Hbrary. 
and  a  monuir.ent  to  his  niemorv.  erected  1>}  his  descendants,  stands  upon 
tlie  church  lawn. 

Among  oth.er  eminent  divines  resident  in  Berkshire  ^\■as  the  Rev. 
John  T(jdd,  for  thirty  years  pastor  of  the  First  Clun-ch  in  Pittsfield.  He 
was  famous  not  on!}-  as  a  T)reacher  hut  .a«  an  author,  and  the  greater 
number  of  Ins  v,-orks  were  here  written.  He  was  an  adept  in  writing 
for  youth,  and  among  Ins  m.ost  widely  distributed  volunies  were  ''  Lec- 
tures to  Children,"  whicli  v/ent  through  many  editions,  in  Tmgiand  as 
well  as  in  America,  and  was  translated  into  the  French,  German,  Greek, 
Bulgarian,  Tan:ii  and  other  languages;  and  the  ''Student's  Manual," 
of  wbiich  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  copies  were  sold 
in  Ijn'.rlon,  England.  Am.ring  others  of  his  works  v.-ere :  Truth  ?\ladc 
Simple,"  and  "  Xuts  tor  Boys  to  Crack."  In  his  "  Simple  Sketches," 
and  particuJarlv  in  his  "  Sumnier  Cjleanings,"  he  gave  poetical  descrip- 
tion of  the  Berkshire  country,  interspersed  with  moralizinp-s  at  times 
delightful,  and  at  times  sweetly  if  rather  mournfully  pathetic,  as  in  his 
narrative  of  the  dedication  of  the  new  cemeter}- : 

■''A\'e  have  just  returned  from  dedicating  our  nev.-  cemeter}-.  It  is 
of  very  great  extent.  Solemn  woods,  sunny  la.wns,  pleasant  hills  and 
dales,  and  a  singing  stream,  which,  stopping  once  in  its  course,  forms  a 
beautiful  little  lakelet. —  all  are  found  in  our  chosen  rest!no--njace  for 
the  dead.  !\[iles  of  sm'Xith  carriage  road  wind  among  the  hillocks  and 
trees,  and  as  the  strailger  rides  now  in  sunlight  and  now  in  shade,  he 
confesses  that  no  e>:pense  has  been  spared,  and  that  it  is  an  honor  to  the 
town.    But  the  dedication.    The  morning  was  beautifully  clear,  and. 
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as  the  thousands  £;-nt'!icred  t';.  ir.o\e  in  procession,  no  banner  or  martial 
music  disturl-!cd  the  s-leniniL}-  of  ihe  '  .cca^ion.  The  bell  tollinc;-,  a  single 
bass-druni  beating  linie  to  our  fcotsteps,  the  procession,  a  mile  in  length, 
went  fonvard  to  tlic  grounds.  In  one  of  the  beautiful  gToves.  and  on 
the  side  of  a  hill,  the  seats  and  the  platform  were  arranged,  and  at  least 
three  thousand  sat  down  in  silence.  The  exercises  consisted  of  pra}  er, 
rending  the  Scriptures,  singing,  addresses,  and  a  sweet  poem  frinri  a 
most  gifted  mind. —  Dr.  Hohr.es.  A\'e  seemcl  to  be  standing  between 
the  living  and  the  dead. 

\\'e  were  drawn  back  to  tlie  past  and  connected  with  our  fathers; 
for  we  are  to  ren.iove.  as  far  as  prjssible.  all  the  dead  who  h.ave  been 
buried  in  this  town  since  its  first  settlement,  and  lay  their  ]>oncs  here, 
to  be  disturbed  no  more.  Ave  trust,  till  the  resurrection  day. 

'*  \\"e  were  solemn,  for  we  seemed  to  be  looking  into  our  own 
graves:  for  though  it  is  now  '  a  neu'  sepulchre  wherein  never  man  was 
yet  laid.'  yet  we, knew  that  the  first  graves  would  soon  be  opened,  and 
that  bcneatb.  these  lofty  trees  our  own  dust  must  shortly  slee]).  We  were 
connected  widi  the  future,  for  we  knew  that  it  would  be  at  least  two 
hundred,  perhaps  five  hundred  years,  before  the  dead  will  again  call 
for  more  room.  \\'e  were  doing  what  w\U  not  be  again  don.e  here  tor 
centuries,  and  lierc  the  dust  f.f  our  children  and  of  our  posteritv  is  to 
be  gathered.  And  we  thought  how  we  should  then  be  centuries  old 
ourselves,  and  through  how  many  strange  scen.es  cf  thinking,  feehng, 
hoping,  fearing,  sufi'ering,  and  enjoying,  \\e  should  pass  ere  that  day 
comes.'' —  Erorn  '''Siiuniier  Cleanings." 

Dr.  "William  F.llery  Channing,  the  first  leader  among  Unitarian 
clergymen  and  writers,  and  who  ui;on  the  platfurm  was  not  5uri.)assed 
by  any  American  orator,  oasscd  se\  eral  summers  in  Lenox,  in  r[uest  of 
"health.  Among  his  congenial  friends  while  there  were  Catherine  Sedg- 
wick and  Fannie  Kemble.  At  Lenox,  on  August  ist,  1S42,  he  delivered 
an  address  on  the  anniversary  of  the  emancipation  of  sla\es  in  the 
British  West  Indies,  an  effort  of  great  power  and  eloquence. 

The  Rev.  Mark  Hoplcins,  D.  D.,  the  revered  president  of  Williams 
College  for  a  period  01  thirty  years,  was  born  in  Great  Barrini^ti m. 
Among  his  published  works  was  his  Outline  Study  of  Alan."  He  was 
intensely  loyal  to  his  tou-n  and  county,  and  prided  in  their  remarkable 
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history.  In  an  address  delivered  at  tlie  Eduards  family  meeting  in 
Stcckbridge.  in  Septeml:er,  1S70,  he  said: 


For  a  town  no  larger  than  this,  there  have  been  and  are  connected 
with  it.  by  residence  or  birth,  an  miusual  number  of  those  whose  names 
wii!  live  in  liistoiy.    In  th.e  sanie  line  with  Edwards,  West  and  Field 
were  great  men,  and  were  ^^■orthy  of  the  tablets  in  this  church  by  which 
^^--.r,--  they  are  commemorated  in  connection 

/'     "^  '"^^  '^vith  him.    In   anctlier   line  are  the 

/.  _       ,  names  of  Jtidge  Sedgwiclc.  and  Miss 

l  &  %  Catharine  Sedgwick,  and  Mrs.  Theo- 

•      .      '  y  '     .         dore  Sedgwick.    V\'e  have  also  among 
— '-.  •     .         the  living  a  codificr  of  laws,  the  most 

1  ■    ■     ■        eminent  of  this  age   (David  Dudley 

V     •"'  ■      "  -  Field)  ;  a  judge  of  the  Suprenre  Court 

.  of   the    United    States  '  (Stephen  J. 

\      ^  Field)  ;  and  still  another  (Cyrus  W. . 

-  ^_  "       '      Field),  whose  name  will   be  remem- 

'\  bered  as  long  as  the  swift  messages  of 

,  '  the  telegraph  shall  make  tlie  ocean-bed 

their  highway,  and  shall  outrun  the  sun 
in  his  course.    At  the  head  of  these, 
,  „   ,.  Edwards  stands,   the  greatest  of  all 

-\iark  Hopkins.  ,      .      .  ,    ,        ^,    ,    ,  . 

;  not  great  before  God  (for 
that  no  man  can  be),  but  great  a?  walking  humbly  with  him," 


Henn,-  \Vard  Beecher  owned  a  farm  in  Lenox,  and  passed  several 
summers  there  with  his  family.  Ixlany  of  the  brilliant  word-pictures 
whicli  he  drew  for  his  hearers  in  Plymouth  Church,  Brooklyn,  were 
drawn  from  the  hills  and  streams  of  Berkshire,  and  his  religious  and 
ethical  teachings  were  inspired  in  many  instances  by  recollections  of 
Jonathan  Edwards  and  }\Iark-  Hopkins,  as  he  traversed  the  p^aths  once 
trodden  by  them.  Here  he  v;rote  his  famous  Star  Papers,"  in  which 
he  drew  lessons  of  pregnant  import  from  most  inconsequential  objects: 

"  Ten  million  wings  of  despised  tlies  and  useless  insects  are  mightier 
than  hand  or  foot  of  mine.    Each  mortal  thing  carries  some  quality  of 


BERKSHIRE  CO UXTY 


49 


distinguishing  excellence  by  wliich  it  may  glory,  and  say,  '  In  this.  1 
am  first  in  all  the  world !  " 

Since  the  sanie  liand  made  me  tliat  made  thfni,  and  the  same 
care  feeds  them  that  spreads  my  board,  let  there  be  fell'. uvshii;  between 
us.  *■  *  *  I,  too.  am  but  an  insect  on  a  larger  scale.  Are  there  n()t 
those  who  tread  with  unsounding  feet  through  the  invisible  air,  of  being 
so  vast,  that  I  seem  to  tliem  but  a  mite,  a  Hitting  insect  ?  And  of  capac- 
ities so  noble  and  eminent,  that  all  the  stijries  \\'hicli  1  could  bring  of 
thought  and  feeling  t<:i  them  would  be  but  as  the  comn.nnn'ng  of  a  grass- 
hop{'er  with  me,  or  the  chirp  of  a  sparrow' 

■■  The  line  that  divides  between  the  aiiimal  and  the  divine  is  the 
line  of  suffering.  The  animal,  for  it.s  own  pleasure,  inllict.-.  sufferiiig. 
The  divine  endures  suffering"  for  another's  pleasure.  X(  t  Uien  when 
he  went  up  to  th.e  proportions  of  original  glory  was  Christ  the  greatest; 
but  when  he  descended,  and  wore  our  form,  and  bore  our  sins  and  sor- 
rows, that  by  his  stripes  v.  e  might  be  healed  I  " 

Dr.  Orville  Dewey,  an  eminent  Unitarian  preach.er.  was  born  in 
Sheitield.  and  came  back  to  spend  his  declining  days  and  pass  away. 
His  Autobiography  "  is  rich  in  description  of  Berkshire  county  scenes 
and  recollections  of  the  active  men  of  a  past  generation,  as  evidenced 
by  the  following  fragment : 

'■'  *  *  *  I  remember  nothing  till  the  first  c\'ent  in  my  early 
chiidhiX'd.  and  that  was  acting  in  a  i)lay.  It  was  perfi;Tmed  in  the 
church,  as  a  part  of  a  school  exhibition.  1die  stage  was  laid  upon  the 
pews,  and  the  audience  seated  in  the  gallery.  T  nnist  have  been  ab'uit 
five  years  old  then,  and  I  acted  th.e  part  of  a  little  son.  *  *  *  W'e 
are  apt  to  think  of  the  Puritan  times  as  all  rigor  and  strictness.  And 
yet  here,  nearly  6o  years  ago.  was  a  play  acted  in  the  meeting-house: 
the  church  turned  into  a  theatre.  And  I  remember  m\'  m^jther's  telling 
me  that  when  she  was  a  girl  her  fatlier  carried  her  on  a  pillion  to  the 
raising  of  a  church  in  Pittsheld;  and  the  occasion  was  celebrated  by  a 
ball  in  the  e\'ening.    *    *  * 

"  The  next  thing  that  I  remember,  as  an  event  in  my  childliood, 
was  the  funeral  of  General  Ashley,  one  of  our  townsmen,  who  had 
served  as  colonel,  I  think,  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  I  was  then 
in  my  sixth  year.  It  ua-  a  military  funeral:  and  the  procession,  for  a 
long  distance,  filled  the  wide  street.    The  music,  the  s^ilemn  march,  the 
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bier  borne  in  the  niii.Ut.  tb.e  crowil ! — it  seemed  to  me  as  if  the  wliule 
world  was  at  a  funcra!.    *  * 

■■'  I  renierober  tlie  time  when  I  really  feared  that  if  I 

went  out  int::'  the  fields  to  walk  on  Stmday,  bears  would  come  down 
from  the  mountain  and  catch  me.  *  *  What  mistaken  notions 
of  life,  of  the  world. — the  g-reat,  gay.  garish  -world,  all  full  of  cloud- 
castles,  sliips  laden  with  gold.  ])leasin'es  endless  aTid  entrancing!  What 
niistaken  impressions  about  nature:  about  the  material  world  upon  which 
childii'Xid  has  alighted,  and  of  which  it  must  necessarilv  be  ignorant; 
about  clfuds  and  storms  and  tempests:  and  of  the  hea\-ens  above,  suti 
and  moon  and  stars !  " 

Among  the  authors  of  Berkshire  county  must  be  named  the  Rev. 
David  Dudley  .Field,  of  Stockbridgc,  who  performed  a  labor  of  love 

and  one  of  permanent 
value  in  his  "  History  of 
Berkshire  Omnty."  He 
was  the  father  of-  four 
notable  sons,  three  of 
whom  are  eulogized  upon 
another  page  of  this  work 
in  a  quotation  from  the 
Rev.  Mark  Hopkins.  The 
fourth  son.  Dr.  Henry  M. 
Field,  was  a  well  known 
traveler  and  author. 
\mong  the  Floly  Hills,"' 
gave  pleasure  to  a  past  generation,  and  whose  "  History  of  the  Atlantic 
Telegraph"'  (the  great  achievement  of  his  brother),  will  ever  remain 
35  an  authentic  narrative  of  that  sti-pendous  undertaking. 

Xor  must  be  left  unm.aitioned  one  whose  indefatigable  labor  has 
given  to  the  c.unty  and  country  a  work  of  mon.umental  importance. 


whose   "  From   Egypt   to   Japan,"  and^ 


BERKSHIRE  COUXTV 


Mr.  J.  E.  A.  Smidi,  who  wrote  the  "  History  of  Pittsfielcl,''  tlie  first 
volume  published  in  1869.  and  the  second  in  1876. 

At  Stockbridge  was  born  Catherine  Maria  Scdg'wick,  the  first 
among-  An.ierican  women  to  achieve  a  re:il  fame  in  Hterature,  and  here 
repose  h.er  remains  in  the  Sedgvcick  family  plat  in  the  viUagc  cemetery. 
Her  v/orks  found  admiring  readers  even  in  England,  unfriendly  as  were 
its  people  tc  Xevr  World  authors.  Among  her  most  widely  and  favor- 
ablv  known  books  are:  "The  Linv^-oijds."  and  Hope  Leslie.""  She 
chanr.ingly  picrured  many  of  the  natural  beauties  of  the  Berkshire  re- 
gion and  vividly  described  the  Xew  England  life  of  her  day.  She  was 
the  peer  of  Cooper  , in  depicting  the  Indian,  even  then  well' nigh  vanished 
from  view : 

Tiie  Indian  stranger  was  tall  for  her  years,  which  did  n^jt  exceed 
fifteen.  Her  form  was  slender,  flexible  and  graceful:  and  there  was  a 
freedom  and  loftiness  in  her  movement  which,  though  tempered  with 
modesty,  expressed  a  consciousness  of  high  l^irth.  Her  face,  although 
marked  by  the  peculiarities  of  her  race,  was  beautiful  e\'en  to  a  Eurc>- 
pean  eye.  Her  features  were  regular.,  and  her  teeth  w  hite  as  pearls ; 
but  there  must  be  something  beyond  symmetry  of  feature  to  fix  the 
attention,  and  it  was  an  expression  of  dignity,  thoughtfulness,  and  deep 
dejection  that  made  the  eye  linger  on  ^lagawiska's  face,  as  if  it  were 
perusing  there  the  legible  record  of  her  birth  and  wrongs,  tier  hair, 
contrary  to  the  fashion  of  the  Massachusetts  Indians,  was  parted  on 
her  forehead,  braided,  and  confined  to  her  head  by  a  band  of  small 
feathers,  jet  black,  and  interwoven,  and  attached  at  equal  distances  by 
rings  of  polished  bone.  She  wore  a  waistcoat  of  deerskin,  fastened  at 
the  throat  by  a  richly-wrought  collar.  Her  arms,  a  model  for  sculpture, 
were  bare.  A  mantle  of  purple  cloth  hung  gracefully  from  her  shoul- 
ders, and  was  confined  at  the  waist  by  a  broad  band  ornamented  with 
rude  hieroglyphics.  The  mantle,  and  her  strait  short  petticoat,  or  kilt, 
of  the  same  rare  and  costly  material,  had  been  obtained,  probablv,  from 
the  Engli<ih  traders.  Stockings  were  an  unknown  luxury :  but  leggins, 
similar  to  those  worn  by  the  ladies  of  Queen  Eiizah,eth"s  court,  were  no 
!-af!  substitute.  The  moccasin,  neatly  fitted  to  a  <lelicate  foot  and  ankle, 
and  tastefully  ornamented  with,  bead-work,  cornr)leted  the  apparel  of 
this  daughter  of  a  chieftain."' — Erom  "  Hope  Ecslic:  or  Early  'Eiiiics  in 
The  Massachusetts,"  by  Cat/iarinc  Maria  .S\y/;'i.  frA'. 
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Here,,  in  SheHieKl.  was  born  Gei.)rg-e  F.  Root,  author  of  many  pop- 
ular hymns  and  ballads,  and  \^-ho^e  war  songs  quickened  the  feet  of 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  "  Boys  in  Blue  "  as  they  marched  to  battle 
and  final  victory  during-  the  days  of  the  slaveholders"  rebellion.  His 
services  to  tlie  Union  duiring  that  dreadful  epoch  were  immeasurable. 
The  wriier  of  this  narrative  lias  in  mind  an  incident  pertinent  to  the 
preser>t  menti(::n.  It  was  at  a  great  gathering  in  the  Auditorium  in  Chi- 
cago, shortlv  before  the  death  of  General  Wdliam  T.  Sherman,  who 
presided.  Tl'ic  asscr;:blage  was  in  large  part  made  up  of  A-etcrans  of 
the  war,  and  among  th.em  were  many  officers  of  high  rank  and  national 
fame.  A  principal  feature  was  a  program  of  war  songs  sung  by  a 
great  chorus  of  children  and  young  people.  The  audience  broke  into 
storm.s  of  applause  in  listening  to 

"'  Yes,  we'll  rally  'round  the  flag,  boys, 

Rally  once  again, 
Shouting  the  battle-cry  of  freedom, 

and 

"  Tramp,  tramp,  tramp,  the  boys  are  marching, 
Cheer  up,  comrade-,  they  will  coiric,"' 

and  broke  into  sobs  when  the  voices  of  the  singers  tremulously  sang 

"  Just  before  the  battle,  mother, 
I  am  thinking  most  of  you. 

P^arewell,  mother,  you  may  never 
Pre'^s  me  to  your  heart  again." 

A  one-armed  veteran,  who  had  worn  the  star  of  a  general,  saw  Mr. 
Root  in  th.e  audience,  immediately  in  front  of  him,  leaned  r>ver  and 


BERKSHIRE  COl  \rV 


gra^l?€c^  his  hand,  and  said.  'Mr.  Root.  I  would  ralher  have  been  the 
writer  of  your  songs  than  to  ha^-e  coinnnanded  an  army  curps  of  ten 
thousand  men.''"  ]Mcn.  turned  to  witness  the  interruption,  and.  as  Mr. 
Root  came  to  be  recognized,  his  name  was  \-ociferously  called  out  froni 
al!  parrs  of  the  house.  He  was  obliged  to  mount  a  chair,  having  in  his 
diffidence  declined  a  call  to  die  stage,  ar^d  receix'ed  an  ovation,  which 
liis  vi^iice  could  not  acknowledige.  and  1o  which  lu's  tears  Vv  ere  the  only 
respr  use. 

Another  native  of  Berkshire  county  was  Henr}-  Shaw,  w  lio.  as 
Tosh  Billings,"  has  been  called  "  th.c  C[ueerest  and  wisest  of  humor- 
ists/' and  "who  ga\-e  to  his  countrymer.  an  old  philosophy  of  life  in 
cpiaintest  phrase.    Ii\  pretended,  igiiorance.  he  broke  into  many  eccen- 
tricities (.  f  expression : 

■■  The  village  of  Xew  Ashford  iz  one  o\'  them  towns  that  don't 
make  enny  fuss,  but  for  pure  water,  pure  morals  and  gooil  rye  and 
injun  bread  it  stands  on  tiptoze.  *  *  *  If  yu  iu\-  a  mountain  cum 
up  here  and  see  me.  Right  in  front  ov  the  little  tavern  whare  I  am 
staying  rizes  up  a  chunk  ov  land  that  will  make  yu  feel  w  eek  tew  look 
at  it.  1  liav  bin  on  its  top.  and  far  above  waz  the  brite  l)lu  ski.  without 
a  kloud  swinmiin  in  it.  wdiile  belo  me  tbe  rain  shot  slantin  on  the  \alicy, 
and  the  litenin  plade  its  mad  pranks.  *  *  *  The  fust  thing  i  do 
in  the  morning  when  i  git  up  iz  tew  go  out  and  look  at  the  mountain 
and  see  if  it  iz  thare.  If  this  mountain  should  go  away,  how  lonesum 
i  should  be.  Yesterda}-  i  picked  one  quart  ov  field  strawberries,  kaught 
27  trout  and  gathered  a  wh.ole  parcell  ov  wintergreen  Icax-es,  a  big- 
daze  work.  When  i  got  home  last  nite  tired,  no  man  kould  hav  ]>ought 
iheni  ov  me  for  70c  dollars,  but  i  suppoze  after  all  that  it  waz  the  tired 
that  waz  wuth  the  munny.  Thare  iz  a  grate  deal  ov  raw  bliss  in  gittin 
tired."' 


At  ]\[t.  W'ashin.gton  lived  Elaine  and  Dora  Read  Goodale,  known 
^s  the  Sicy  Farm  P'^ets'"'  who  began  their  verse  making  at  the  early 
?<ge  of  nine  years. 


54 


BER KSIIIRE  CO  I  'X  T  V 


Of  later  dp.y  authors  are  H.  H.  Ballard,  author  of  the  "  World  of 
Afattcr."  aud  various  ■  text-books  and  special  pages;  William  Stearns 
Davis,  author  of  ''  A  Friend  of  Ctsar;  "  ^[rs.  H.  ~M.  Plunkett,  author 
of  '■'  Life  of  Dr.  J.  G.  Holland :  "  and  Anna  L.  Dawes,  author  of  "'  The 
World  of  ;Matter." 

Lenox  will  ever  prescr\-e  as  a  tender  renu'niscence  the  rncmorv  of 
Nathaniel  Hawthorne,  who,  coming  to  Berkshire  in  search  of  health. 


home  place  was  known.  His  ■"American  Xote-Book  "'  contained  many 
excellent  descriptions  of  Berkshire  county  scenery : 

"  Hudson's  Cave  is  formed  by  Hudson's  Brook.  There  is  a  natu- 
ral arch  of  marble  still  in  one  part  of  it.  The  cliffs  are  partly  made 
verdant  with  green  moss,  chiedy  gray  with  oxidatiiMi;  on  some  parts 
the  white  of  the  marble  is  seen;    *  there  is  naked  sublimity 

seen  through  a  good  deal  of  clustering  beauty.  Above,  the  birch,  po}> 
lars,  and  pines  grow  on  the  utmost  verge  of  tlie  clitts,  which  jut  far 
over,  so  that  they  are  suspended  in  air;  and  whenever  the  sunshine  finds 
its  way  into  the  depths  of  the  chasm  the  branches  wave  across  it. 
There  is  a  lightness,  however,  about  their  foliage,  which  greatly  re- 
lieves what  would  otherwise  be  a  gloomy  scene.  After  the  passage  of 
the  stream  through  the  cliffs  of  marble,  the  cliffs  se])arate  on  either  side, 
and  leave  it  to  flow  onw  ard  :  intercepting  its  passage,  ho^vever,  by  frag- 
nients  of  marble,  some  of  them  huge  ones,  which  the  cliffs  have  flung 
down,  tlumdering  into  tlie  bed  of  the  ■stream  through  iuimlx;rless  ages. 


in  the   "  Little   Red  House 


(and  probably  at  his  desk 
which  is  prcser\-ed  in  the  Berk- 
shire .Athenaeum'),  \vrote  some 
of  his  most  delightful  works 
— "  The  House  of  the  Seven 
Gables,"  and  his  "  Tanglewood 
Tales,"  the  l)ook  taking  its  title 
from  the  name  b\'  which  his 
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Doubtless  some  of  these  immense  iragmenls  had  trees  growing  on  them, 
which  have  now  mou'.deixd  away.  Decaying  trunks  are  heaped  in  va- 
rious parts  of  the  gorge.  The  pieces  of  marble  that  are  washed  by  the 
water  are  of  a  snow-white,  and  partially  co\ered  widi  a  bright  green 
water-moss,  making  a  beautiful  contrast. 

"'  Among  the  cliffs  strips  of  earth-beach  extend  dow  nward,  and  trees 
and  large  shrubs  root  themsen'es  in  that  earth,  thus  further  contrasting 
ihe  nakedness  of  the  stone  with  their  giTcn  foliage.  But  the  immediate 
part  where  the  streani  forces  its  winding  passage  thrnugh  the  rock  is 
stern,  dark,  and  niysterious.    *    *  * 

"  The  cave  makes  a  fresh  impression 
ufxi'n  me  every  time  I  visit  it, — so  deep,  so  "  "^^^ 

irregular,  so  gloon.iy.  so  stern.         *  ' 
I  stand  and.  lock  into  its  tlepths  at  various  ■  -^'^ 

points,  and  hear  the  roar  of  the  stream  re- 
echoing up.    It  is  like  a  heart  that  has  been.  . 
reii-t  asunder  by  a  torrent  of  passion."' —  a^'' 
From    Hazi-thomc's    "  Antcrican    Xofc-  ■'.i  v 

Book." 


Among  tliose  whose  memory  is  most 

Xnthanicl  Hawlhoraf. 

pleasantly  treasured  is  Fanu}-  Kemble.  At- 
tracted to  Lenox,  she  here  built  a  cottage  which  was  hei-  summer 
home  for  a  space  of  thirty  }-ears,  and  where  she  wrote  a  number 
of  works,  pcjetry  and  prose,  among  them  Sketches  of  a  f  brlhnod."" 
A  gift  from  her  rcanains  in  a  clock  in  the  Congregational  Church,  and 
it  is  pleasantly  rememlx^red  that  the  purchase  was  made  ^vith  means 
earned  by  her  Shakesperian  readings  one  evening  in  the  long-ago.  She 
penned  an  ode  for  the  Berkshire  Jubilee  of  1844,  and  \vhich  contained 
the  following  stanza : 


'■  And  may  God  guard  thee,  oh,  thou  lovely  land. 
Danger,  nor  evil,  nigh  thy  Fxjrders  come. 

Green  towers  of  freedom  may  thy  hills  still  stand. 
Still  be  each  valley  peace  and  virtue's  home; 

The  stranger's  grateful  blessing  rest  on  thee. 

And  firm  as  Heaven  be  thy  prosperity! 
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At  Lenox  a]^o  was  the  Rev.  Jolui  T.  Hcadlc}-,  who  on  stirring 
pages  I'oi'glit  rgaipi  the  battles  of  Xapoleop..  and  \\'asliingt(3n,  and  Grant ; 
the  sc:ir)larlv  Dean  Stanley,  of  England;  and  the  romantic  nm-elist,  G. 
P.  R.  James. 

At  "■  Arrowhead,"  near  Fitlsheld,  ahode  for  a  time  Herman  Mel- 
ville, traveler,  author  and  lectiu-er.  and  who  ga\e  name  to  the  place 
throug'-h  the  incident  of  his  there  pickin.g-  np  a  Hint  arrow-point,  and  here 
wrote  his  fanious     Piazza  Tales."" 

■  '"In  the  snmmer,   too,  Canute-like, 

.sittiv:g-  here,  one  is  often  reminded  of  the 
i     ..  jea.    For  not  only  do  long  ground-swells 

■         roll  the  slanting  grain,  and  h'ttle  wa\-elets 
"  of  the  grass  ripple  over   upon   the  low 

:  piazza,  as  their  beach,  and  the  blown  down 

of  dandelions  is  wafted  like  the  spray,  and 
f  tb.e  purple  of  the  mountain.s  is  just  the 

purple  of  the  billows,  and  a  still  August 
neon  Ivroods  upon  the  deep  meadov/s.  as 
a  calm  upcni  the  Line;  but  the  \-astness 
and  the  lonesoineness  are  so  oceanic,  and 
Wiiiiam  CuHen  Bryant.         the  silence  and  the  sameness,  too,  that  the 
first  peep  of  a  strange  house,  rising  be- 
yond the  trees,  is  for  all  the  woidd  like  spying,  on  the  Baidjary  coast,  an 
tmkncwn  sail." — From  "  T/ic  Pia:~:~a.''  one  of  "'  The  Piarjza  Talcs,"  by 
Hcnium  Mch-illc. 

The  Berkshire  hills  and  vales  were  ever  a  fa\'orite  resort  of  poets. 
Wilbani  Cnllen  Bryant,  in  his  young  manhood,  resided  in  Great  Bar- 
ringtcn.  where  he  was  trvvn  clerk  for  several  years  and  practiced  law. 
But  he  freqi'.ently  turned  asid.e  to  the  fields  and  streams  to  indulge  his 
poetic  fancies,  as  he  depicts  in  his  [I'^iem  on     Green  River  "  : 

'■  That  fairy  niu^^ic  I  never  hear, 

Xor  gaze  on  tliose  waters  so  green  anrl  clear. 

And  mark  tliem  winding  away  from  sight, 
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Darkened  wiih  >hade  or  flashing-  wiib  light. 
While  o'er  th.em  the  vine  to  hs  thicket  clings, 
And  the  zephyr  ?toop>  to  treslicn  his  wings,. 
But  I  v%  ish  that  late  had  left  nie  free 
To  wander  I'-iese  quiet  haunts  \\-ilh  thee. 
Till  the  eating  cares  of  earth  should  depart, 
And  the  peace  of  the  scene  pass  into  my  heart; 
And  I  en-vy  thy  stream  as  it  glides  along 
Through  its  beautiful  banks  in  a  trance  of  song."' 


In     The  Bryant  H'  luse."  wliere  he  re-  y^'-^ 
sided,  he  wrote  mucli  of  his  choicest  verse, 
including     The  Indian  at  the  Burial  Place  ^  .  ~ 

of  His  Fathers."  ,  / 

Henrv  W'adsworrh  Longfellow  and  his  >s  - 

bride,  3.1iss  Frances  Appieton.  visited  Pitts- 
field  while  on  their  bridal,  tour,  and  passed 
several  successive   summers    there.  They 

Henry  W.  Longfellow. 

made  their  stav  in  the  house  on  East  street, 


now  the  home  of  the  Plunkett  family,  v^F.ich  was  then  the  country 
home  of  ^Irs.  Longfellow's  father,  Hon.  Xathan  Appieton,  of  Boston. 
There  the  poet  found  that  w'hich  gave  him  inspiration  for  one  of  his 
most  pathetic  poetic  musings — The  Okl  Clock  on  the  Stairs  "'— 

"  By  day  its  voice  is  low  and  light; 

But  in  the  silent  dead  of  night. 

Distinct  as  a  passing  footstep's  fall. 

It  echoes  along  the  vacant  hall. 

Along  the  ceiling,  along  the  floor, 

And  seems  to  say  at  each  chaml;er-door, — 

Forever — never ! 

Xever — forever!'' 


Tiicre,  also  he  wrote  "  E\"angeline."  "  The  Belfry  at  Bruges,"  and  sev- 
eral minor  poems. 


oS  BERKSHIRE  COL'XTY 

Oliver  Wetidell  Holmes,  poet,  eisayisi,  novelist  and  philosopher, 
passed  what  he  tenned  ''  seven  blessed  sunnners  "  on  the  old  Lenox 
road,  about  two  miles  from  the  park  at  Pittsfield.    In  his  novel,  ''  Elsie 
^^.^  _  -^^^^^^  A'enner,"  it  is  believed  he  pictured  vari- 

f'  ^  ous  bits  of  neighborhood    sceneiy  and 

^         '*'-r^V,  more  than  one  well  known  local  charac- 

:  tcr.     Here  he  also  wrote  several  of  his 

V--v-y  ■  >r^-*--   .:.    •        iiiost    widel_\-    known     and  generously 
praised  jxiems.  among  them  Dedication 
of  the   Pittsfield    Cemetery."  and  Th.e 
Ploughman."    The  latter  he  read  at  the 
^'^-i'  anniversnrv  of  the  Berkshire  .Agricultural 

Oliver  Wen.iell  Holmes.  Sc>ciety  on  October  4.  1S49.  It  contained 
the  following-  stanza,  worthy  -of  Cowper  or  Gray : 


"  O  gracious  Alother,  v/hose  benignant  breast 
Wakes  us  to  life,  and  lulls  us  all  to  rest, 
How  thy  sweet  features,  kind  to  every  clime. 
Mock  with  their  smile  the  wrinkled  front  of  time! 
We  stain  thy  flou-ers — they  blossom  o'er  the  dead : 
We  rend  thy  lx)Som,  and  it  gives  us  bread ; 
O'er  the  red  field  that  trampling  strife  has  torn. 
Waves  the  green  plumage  of  ihy  tasselled  corn: 
Our  maddening  conflicts  scar  thy  fairest  plain, 
Still  thy  soft  answer  is  the  growing  grain. 
Yet,  O  our  Mother,  while  uncounted  charms 
Steal  round  our  hearts  in  thine  emliracing  arms. 
Let  not  our  virtues  in  thy  lo\'e  decay, 
And  thv  fond  sweetness  waste  our  streng'th  awav." 


A  pathetic  interest  attaches  to  the  residence  in  Berkshire  county 
of  Rose  (Terry)  Cooke,  the  gifted  [)C<ct  and  story  writer.  Her  ad- 
trJration  for  the  beauties  of  the  region  was  intense,  and  shortly  after 
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Irer  marriage  to  Rollin  Hillycr  Qx'.ke  slic  prc\-ailcd  u{)on  him  to  estab- 
lish their  home  in  Pittshelcl.  There  the  pair  perforrnccl  tlieir  most  meri- 
torious and  useful  work- — he  in  his  historical  and  genealogical  in\'esti- 
gations  and  writings;  she  in  the  produciion  of  some  of  her  most  charm- 
ing volumes,  with  their  faithful  and  attracti\-e  portraitu.rc  of  rural  New 
England  life  and  character,  and  th.c  collation  of  her  complete  poetical 
writings.  Her  plaintive  poem  cn  ''  The  Two  \''illages  "'  nn'ght  well 
stand  as  a  requiem  for  bt.:>th  herself  and  her  husband  : 

"  Over  th.e  river,  on  the  hill. 

Lieth  a  village,  white  and  still ;  • 

All  around  it  the  forest  trees 

Shiver  and  whisper  in  the  breeze. 

Over  it  sailing  shadows  go 

Of  soaring  hawk  and  screanu"ng  crow, 

And  mountain  grasses,  low  and  sweet, 

Grow  in  tlie  middle  of  e\-ery  street.  ■ 

■■  Over  the  river,  under  the  hill. 
Another  village  lieth  still ; 
There  1  see  in  the  cloudy  night 
Twinkling  stars  of  household  light. 
Fires  that  gleam  from  the  smithy's  door, 
^lists  that  curl  on  the  river  shore; 
And  in  the  roads  no  grasses  grow. 
For  the  v,-hecls  that  hasten  to  and  fro. 

"  In  that  village  on  the  hill 

Xever  is  sound  of  smithy  or  mill ; 

The  houses  are  thatched  with  grass  and  flowers; 

Xever  a  clock  to  tell  the  hours; 

The  marble  doors  are  always  shut, 

You  cannot  enter  in  hall  or  hut; 

All  the  villagers  lie  asleep; 

Xever  a  grain  to  sow  or  reap;  ... 
Xever  in  dreams  to  moan  or  sigh  ; 
Silent  and.  idle  and  low  they  lie. 
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•'■  In  that  village  nn.ler  the  hill 
When  thic  night  is  starry  and  still, 
Many  a  weary  soul  in  prayer 
Looks  to  the  other  village  there, 
And  weeping-  and  sighing,  longs  to  go 
Up  to  that  home  from  this  lielow; 
Longs  to  sleep  in  the  forest  wild, 
Wliither  h.ave  vanished  wife  and  child. 
And  heareth.  praying,  his  answer  fall: 
'Patience!  tlsat  village  sliall  hold  }e  all.'" 


Berkshire  Histortcai.  axd  Sciextific  SociEry. 

This  society  had  its  origin  in  a  nieeting  held  at  the  Berkshire 
Athenaeum.  January  2  1,  1878,  at  which  were  present  Ensign  IT.  Kel- 
logg, who  presided:  Henry  W.  Taft.  William  R.  Plnnkett.  Henry  L. 
Dawes.  James  M.  Barker.  James  W.  T-Iull,  Thomas  P.  Pingrec,  J.  E. 
A.  Smith,  Rohert  W.  Adam,  John  P.  Brown,  r)r.  J.  E.  A.  Adam':,  and 
E.  G.  Ilubbe!!.  curator  and  librarian  of  the  Athenaeum.  At  this  meet- 
ing the  purpose  was  expressed  of  forming  "  a  society  for  increasing  an 
interest  in  archaeological  science,  to  rescue  from  oblivion,  such  historical 
matter  as  might  otherwise  be  lost,"  and  to  promote  a  knowledge  of 
natural  science. 

A  further  nieeting  was  held  on  February  22<\  following,  at  which 
were  present  the  gentlemen  before  named,  and  a  considcraTle  number 
of  others,  a  general  invitation  having  been  extended  to  all  citizens  of 
Berkshire  county  who  were  in  s\nipathy  with  the  ribjects  expressed  at 
the  initial  conference.  At  this  meeting  thirt}--t\vo  persons  were  en- 
rolled as  members,  a  constitution  was  adopted,  ainl  the  following  offi- 
cers v.ere  elected:  Alexander  Hyrle,  of  I.ee,  president:  Joseph  White, 
of  Williamstown.  and  James  ]\L  E'.arker,  of  Pittsfield,  vice-presidents; 
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E.  G.  Hubbeil.  of  Pitishcld.  sccreniry :  Henry  AV.  Taft.  William  R. 
Plunkett.  of  Pitt^heM,  and  Charle?  J.  Ta}-lor.  of  Great  Barringlon, 
executive  committee. 

At  a  .subsequent  meeting-  tbe  use  of  the  Athenaeum  ^va^  o-,-antetI 
bv  it?  trustees  to  the  society  for  holding'  meeiings,  and  as  a  place  of 
deposit  for  valuable  documents,  specimens,  relics,  etc.  From  the  fu'st 
the  sc-ciety  has  been  hig-'niy  suicce-sful  in  its  work,  having  had  in  its 
meml:>ership.  from  its  founding  to  the  present  day.  a  large  pn^iportion 
or  the  mC'St  scholarly  and  enthusiastic  people  of  the  count}-,  male  and 
female,  wb.o  have  labored  wirh  commendable  zeal  for  the  promotion 
of  the  objects  for  Avbich  it  was  established.  It  is  here  pertinent  to 
observe  that  Berkshire  was  the  last  county  in  the  state  to  be  organized, 
and  its  peopling  v.-as  one  hundred  years  later  than  that  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Vallev.  Yet  it  possesses  a  mr>st  interestin.g  history,  and  is  making 
history  daily.  The  work  of  th.e  society  has  been  most  valuable  in  record- 
ing lor  future  generations  much  that,  but  f'-r  its  existence  an.d  accom- 
plishments, would  be  irretrievalily  lost. 

The  society  holds  regular  quarterly  meetings,  and,  besides,  an  an- 
nual field  meeting  in  the  summer  season,  and  on  some  spot  of  historic 
interest  in  the  county.  At  these  meetings  \-ery  many  able  and  interest- 
ing papers  cn  historical  and  scientific  subjects  have  been  presented  and 
discussions  held.  These  have  l:;een  preserved  in  the  "  Collections  of 
the  Berkshire  Historical  and  Scientific  Societv."  which  is  a  welcome 
visitor  to  the  leading  libraries  and  liistorical  and.  antiquarian  societies 
of  the  country.  The  first  paper  printed  was  by  Professor  Perry,  of 
W'illiamstown,  on  The  Battle  of  Bennington."  I'rofessor  Perry  was 
for  many  years  president  of  the  society,  and  to-jk  great  interest  in  its 
work.  The  writers  on  scientific  topics  have  included  such  widely  known 
autiiorities  as  Professor  Dana,  of  Yale  CVjllege,  who  wrote  on  "  The 
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Formation  of  Grcylock  ?\Ir.r;nt?.in,"  and  otlier  interesting-  subjects.  "  The 
Tnclicial  History  of  tlie  County."  "  Indian  .Missions  at  Stockbridge,"  and 
'•'Shad's  RebeliiAn."'  are  among  tlic  subjects  treated  of  by  members  who 
had  made  careful  study  of  their  sulijects.  Among  the  scientific  papers 
the  Ujlanv  and  g-eok'gy  of  the  county  have  liecn  carefuHy  treated.  In 
the  arch.ives  of  the  society  are  histories  of  the  manufactures  of  the 
countv— pa];er,  glass.  v;colens.  etc., — and  biographies  of  Parson  Allen, 
Jonathan  Edwards.  Theodore  Sedg^\•ick,  John  Chandler  Williams  and 
others  are  preserved  for  future  investigators.  The  scientific  dejiartmeut 
was  thoroughly  de\-e!oped  by  the  present  secretary,  Hailan  H.  Ballard, 
whose  reputation  as  president  of  the  Agassiz  Association  has  extended 
throughout  tlie  country. 

Tlie  present  officers  of  the  society  are:  Joseph  E.  Peirson,  president : 
E.  H.  Robbing,  vice-presulent :  Harlan  Pf.  Pallard,  secretary;  W.  G. 
Harding,  assistant  secretary:  Rev.  R.  D,  W,  Mallory,  T,  Nelson  Dale 
and  Rev.  C.  J.  Palmer,  executive  committee.  The  follrjwing  is  the 
membership  roll  of  the  society:  address.  PittsficUl,  unless  otherwise 
given : 

W.  R.  Allen.  Dr.  B.  O.  Barber,  Pownal,  Vt, 

Thee.  L.  Allen.  Judge  PL  H.  Bixby,  Adams. 

Edg-ar  D.  Aldrich.  Dalton.  J.  L.  Barker,  Adams. 

R.  W.  Adam.  L.  L.  Barnes,  Canaan,  Conn. 

'W.  L.  Adam..  Henry  A.  Barton,  Dalton. 

O.  A.  Archer.  Blackinton.  L.  W.  Bravton,  North  Adams. 

Dr.  J.  F.  A.  Adams.  ^liss  Ella  S.  Brown.  Dalton. 

Prof.  Joiin  Bascom.  A\'illiamsto\\  n.    H.  W.  Bowen,  Adams. 
Henry  W.  Bishop,  164  Rush  street,     Mrs.  .S.  W.  Brown,  Cheshire. 

Chicago.  Mrs.  J.  S.  Bracken. 

Henr\-  A.  Brewster.  H.  C.  Bov.en,  Cheshire,  ■ 

Miss  F.  E.  Brewster.  H.  \V.  Brock.  Adams. 

O.  C.  Bid  well.  Great  Barrington.        G.  W,  BHss.  Cheshire. 
E.  Burlingame.  Adams.  D.  M.  Collins. 

J.  H.  Burg-hart.  Stockbridge.  Dr.  Henr>-  Colt. 
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]\Ir5.  Frank  Coit. 

Mrs.  G.  W.  Campbell.  . 

Zenas  Crane,  Dalton. 

Fred  G.  Crane,  Dalton. 

Hon.  W".  ^lurray  Crane.  Dalton. 

;N[i?s  ^I.  E.  Crane,  Dalton. 

Clinton  W.  Cuniss. 

C.  i\.  Collin.^.  Great  Barrington. 

.\.  W.  Cuais.  Sheffield.  ' 

Mrs.  Tames  D.  Colt. 

\\".  D.  Curtis.  Lenox. 

^Irs.        H.  Cooley. 

L.  A.  Cole.  Cheshire. 

Miss  Annie  B.  Clapp. 

Rev.  Silas  P.  Cook. 

A.  B.  Clark.  Lee. 

H.  H.  Dyer.  223  VWashington  St.. 

Boston, 
^liss  S.  Jane  Dean.  Adams. 
'Sirs.  Anna  Dunbar. 
R.  B.  Dickie.  Dalton. 
John  A.  Duggan.  North  Adams. 
':\Irs.  John  Eells. 
T.  \V.  Ferrv.  Lee. 
j.  D.  Ferrev. 
L.  J.  Fisk.  Cheshire. 
Arthur  Follett.  Adams. 
Mrs.  James  H.  Fran.cis. 
C.  C.  Gannvell. 
\\'.  -A.  Gallup.  North  Adams. 
T.  P..  Gale,  Williamstown. 
^\'.  D.  Goodwin. 
Miss  Anna  K.  Green.  Adams. 
B.  Green.  Adams. 
G.  Harding. 
Tames  H.  Hinsdale. 
Tames  W.  Hull. 
Mr.^.  B.  F.  Huntting. 
T.  TTooper  Durham.  Centre.  Conn. 
"W.    Harrison.    I.,ebanon  Springs. 
N.  Y. 

C.  W.  Kniffen.  \Ve=t  Sto-ckbridge. 

D.  A.  Kini!)all.  Stockbridge. 


C.  W.  Kellogg. 

II,  ¥.  Keith.  Mount  Washinglon.. 
L.  S.  Kellogg.  South  Lee. 
Dr.  Or\-ille"^L.  Lane,  Great  Bar- 
rington. 

Mrs.  ?vlnry  H.  Lane,  Great  Bar- 
rington. 
Dr.  AV.  W.  Leavitt. 
Ralph  Little.  Sheffield.' 
T.  AA^ard  Lewis. 

Rev.    Artiiur    Lawrence,  Stock- 
bridge. 

AA'.  C.  Lane,  Harvard  College  I-.i- 

brarv,  Cambridge. 
Dr.  AA''.  ^I.  ^lercei". 
^Irs.-  Dr.  :\liller.  Sheffield. 
E.  E..  Mei-chant,  Adams. 
J.  H.  Manning. 
Tames  Magenis,  Adams. 
C.  A\'.  Miller,  Adams. 
Charles  A^  ^lills. 

Hon.  L.  E.  ]Munson,  New  FIa.\-en. 
Conn. 

Rev.  T.  AA'.  Nickerson. 
Mrs.  T.  AA'.  Nickerson. 
AJrs.  C.  D.  Nichols,  302  C  street, 

N.  AA'.,  AA'ashington,  D.  C. 
E.  FL  Nash. 
AA'illiam  Nugent. 

Mrs.  F.  C.  barker,  4  AA^  School 

street,  AVestfield. 
J.  E.  Parsons,  Trinity  Bldg.,  New 

York  Citv. 
AV.  M.  Prince. 
J.  C.  Partridge. 
G.  T.  Plunkett,  FTinsdale. 
Don  M.'Peck. 
^Irs.  Don  M.  Peck. 
C.  Ouackenb'jsh,  Hoosac,  N.  Y. 
C.  S.  Rackemann,  39  Court  street, 

Boston. 
Mrs.  C.  B.  Redfield. 
AV.  B.  Rice. 
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^Irs.  F.  ^\^  Rockwell. 

:Mi<<  Dora  Radio.  9  Chcrn-  street 

Xonh  Adams. 
E.  H.  R.:.l:])i;is. 
Dr.  O.  S.  Rol)ert?. 
H.  T.  Robl)ins.  Great  Barrington. 
Robert  C.  Rockwell. 
H.  S.  Russell. 
Mrs.  S.  S.  Revs.  Sheffield. 
Mrs.  E.  H.  Robbins. 
George  Wiley  Roberta,  Le^ 
\\'elling-toii  Smitii.  Lee. 
X.  H.  Sabin.  \\'illiani5to\vn. 
^Irs.  L.  ^^^  Streeter.  Adams. 
George  Shipton. 
Hon.  E.  T.  Slocum. 
^[rs.  Serapli  EI.  Stevenson. 
Dr.  H.  H.  Smith,  Lee. 
John  M.  Stevens«n. 


Gen.  Morris  Sehaff,  Boston, 
^[rs.  S.  M.  Smith. 
V\'.  r.  Smali.  Sheffield. 
]\[rs.  Clarence  L.  Sherman,  Adams. 
Mrs.  Louise  P.  Shedd. 
Rev.  Xathaniel  Scaver. 
Hon.  Jose] ill  Tucker. 
INIrs.  Daniel  U])ton,  Adams. 
^Larshall  A\'ilcox. 
Miss  -XLnria  R.  Warrincr. 
E.  EL  Wright.  Great  Barrington. 
A\'.  A.  Whittlesey. 
Henr\-  C.  AX'anier,  Great  Barring- 
ton'. 

Mrs.  Charles  E.  AA'est. 
Rev.  A.  B.  AVhi])plc. 
^Irs.  A\'m.  P.  A\'ood. 
Dr.  D.  AI.  AA'ilcox.  Lee. 
^Jrs.  Dr.  W.  H.  AA'entworth. 


Berkshire  Athexaeum  -\xd  MrsEu^r. 

The  trustees  of  the  Berkshire  Athenaeum  were  organized  as  a  cor- 
poration on  May  13.  1S72,  under  a  charier  granted  in  the  preceding 
year,  that  instrument  reciting  its  purpose  to  be  "  establishing  and  main- 
taining in  the  town  of  Pitisfield  an  institution  to  aid  in  promoting  edu- 
cation, culture  and  refinement,  and  diftusing  knowledge  by  means  of  a 
library,  reading  rooms,  lectures,  museums  and  cabinets  of  art.  and  of 
historical  and  natural  curiosities."  Power  was  also  granted  to  the  town 
to  appropriate  money  toward  the  supp/irt  of  the  institution  so  long  as 
it  maintained  a  free  library  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants.  It  succeeded 
ihe  Pittsfield  Athenaeum,  and  took  over  its  well  selected  collection  of 
books,  which  had  ix-en  received  in  greater  part  from  the  I'ittsheid  Li- 
brary Association,  a  proprietary  organization,  established  in  1850.  Of 
the  original  trustees  of  tlie  Berk.shire  Athenaeum  were  Thomas  Allen 
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and  Henrv  L.  Dawes,  who  were  aiiiong  ils  most  acti\'e  supporters  and 
libera!  benefactors. 

At  tlie  organization  of  the  corpo-ralion  a  deed  was  made  to  it  for 
a  tract  of  land  formerly  occupied  b}-  the  Agricultural  Nati'Tual  fjank, 
which  was  purch.ase'l  with  a  fund  to  which  Calvin  ^^lartin  had  con- 
tributed S5.OCO,  tlse  remai'iider  being  gi\-en  b_\-  Thomas  Allen  and 
Thomas  F.  Plunkett.  The  corporation  also  received,  in  1S69,  in  ac- 
cordance with  an  enactment  b}-  the  legislature,  the  library,  museum  and 
apparatus  of  the  Berkshire  ^Medical  College,  and  S4.400  from  the  trus- 
tees of  that  institution,  \vhich,  after  a  long  and  useful  career.  th(DUgh 
sadly  hampered  for  wan.t  of  means,  had  gone  out  of  existence.  The 
latter  sum  of  money  was  paid  out  for  land  additional  tO'  that  previously 
conveyed.  In  1S74  the  town  of  Pittsheld  appropriated  VS24.000  for  the 
purchase  of  additional  land  and  for  the  payment  of  certain  mortgages 
on  that  already  in  its  possession,  and  $22,400  was  devoted  to  that  pur- 
pose. Thiomas  Allen  then  proceeded  to  the  erection  of  the  Athenaeum 
bin'lding,  upc^n  tb.e  conditicat  that  the  town  would  contribute  to  the 
support  of  the  free  public  library  maintained  by  the  trustees,  an  obli- 
gation which  has  been  religiously  carried  out  to  the  present  titne. 

The  Athenaeum  building  provided  Mr.  Allen  having  served  its 
purposes  for  a  period  of  tv/enty-one  years,  from  the  accretions  to  the 
library  canie  to  be  no  longer  adequate  for  the  proper  storing  of  the 
books  and  for  such  an  administration  of  the  library  as  was  demanded 
l)y  its  increasing  tise  by  the  people  of  Pittsfield.  This  fact  was  called 
to  public  attention  by  the  president  in  1890.  and  resulted  in  the  com- 
pletion of  an  addition  in  1897,  at  a  cost  for  land  and  building  of  about 
$50,000,  and  which  will  for  a  long  time  afford  all  sufficient  accommo- 
dation. Among  the  benefactors  of  the  Athenaeum  v^  ere  Phinehas  Allen, 
who  died  in  1873,  who  made  a  bequest  amounting  to  $91,525.92.  In 


B ERKSHIRE  CO  L  '-V  TV 


re-cava!. 'giiinir.  rearranging"  and  atldiug  to  the  Library  and  Art  eial- 
lery.  Sio.ooo  ^vas  expended  in  1883.  and  tlii?  amount,  as  well  as  the 
cost  of  the  new  addition  to  the  Lii;.rary  building  and  reiiau-.  upon  the 
old  one.  was  taken  from  this  fund.  Su\ce  iSgi  the  income  from  the 
remainder  has  been  applied  to  the  current  expense  accoimt. 

Bradford  Allen,  son  of  Hen.  Thomas  Allen,  biequeathed  to  the 
corporation  the  sum  of  Irve  thousand  d'jllars.  the  income  to  be  applied 
to  the  purchase  of  works  of  art.  The  most  notable  purchases  made 
from  th.is  fund  have  been  ^Ud  Ocean."  b}-  Woodbury,  and  a  copy  of 
the  Sistine  :\Iadonna  by  Bardi.  of  Xai}!es.  In,  1880  Mrs.  Elizabedi 
Campbell  Clapp  gave  to  the  trustees 'Si. ceo  to  be  expended  in  the  pur- 
chase of  books.  Her  death  occurred  the  same  year,  and  she  left  a 
further  sum  of  S4.CC0.  the  income  to  be  exfjended  annually  for  books. 
Prior  to  her  death  in  1891.  MJss  Elizabeth  S.  Xewton  made  a  bequest 
01  a  valuable  collection  of  paintings,  engravings  and  books,  -many  of 
the  former  having  been  purchased  in  1835  London,  England,  by  her 
fatlier,  Hon.  Edward  A.  Xewton.  From  !Mr.  Justice  Oliver  W'emlell 
Holmes  the  library  received  about  one  thousand  volumes  from  the  librai-y 
of  his  namesake  father,  the  l;el!_)ved  "'  Autocrat  of  tlie  Breakfast  Table." 
who  during  his  lifetime  maintained  b,is  interest  in  I'ittsfield,  his  grand- 
father, Jacob  Wendell,  having  been  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of 
the  township,  and  it  was  for  a  number  of  years  his  own  place  of  sum- 
mer residence.  These  books  are  appropriately  marked  with  Dr.  Llolmes' 
own  bookplate.  In  1903  Hon.  Zenas  Crane,  of  Dalton,  presented  the 
fine  Museum  of  Xatural  History  and  Art,  bxated  on  land  contiguous 
to  the  Athenaeum,  the  property  and  its  contents  representing  a  value  of 
more  tlian  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  This  benefaction  grew  out 
of  the  donor's  conviction  that  the  similarity  of  the  puri)oses  of  the 
Athenaeum  and  the  Museum  pointed  to  the  desirability  of  their  being 
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united  under  one  nianagemciit.  The  name  of  the  corporation  was  ac- 
cordinglv  chang-ed  to  that  of  the  Berkshire  Atlienacuni  and  ^Tuseum, 

and  additional  trustees  were  pro\-ided  for.    W'iUi  reference  to  this  union 

Mr.  F.  y[.  Cruden  wrote  as  follows  in  The  Oiillook: 

'■'  It  would  be  ung-racious  not  to  acknowledge  tlie  appreciation  of 
the  trustees,  in  which  they  are  confident  the  entire  community  shares, 
of  ilie  fine  gift  from  the  Hon.  Zenas  Crane,  of  the  ^luseuni  of  Natural 
HistorA"  and  Art,  with  its  admirably  selected  works  of  art,  specimens 
of  natural  histor\'  and  objects  of  curiosity  and  interest.  Its  reception 
bv  the  public  has  been  cordial  and  enthusiastic,  and  the  praise  of  it 
has  been  universal.  It  will  long  continue  to  be  an  object  of  pride  to 
the  citizens  of  tliis  count}-,  a  wise  contribution  to  education  in  art  and 
natural  history,  and  an  incentive  to  the  high  citizenship  that  is  helpful 
in  promoting  institutions  that  are  educational  and  uplifting." 

Tl:e  ^Museum,  of  Natural  History  and  .Vrt  is  located  in  South 
street,  a  few  rods  from  the  Pittsheld  Park,  v.'here  stands,  as  Pittsfield's 
soldiers"  monument,  tlie  Launt  Th.caupson  heroic  iivonze  statue  of  "  The 
Color  Bearer.'"  and  near  vTiere  flourished  and  faded  tlie  Old  Elm,  fa- 
mous in  history,  its  place  now  marked  by  tlie  sun  dial  set  up  in  1903 
by  the  Patriotic  Order  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution. 
Adjoining  is  the  massive  .\thenaeum  edifice,  one  of  the  princi{)al  archi- 
tectural ornaments  of  the  city.  The  ^tuseum  buildirig  is  constructed 
of  gray  limestijne  and  gra\-  Roman  l>rick.  in  the  Italian  renaissance 
style  of  architecture.  The  exterior  is  severe  in  design,  and  dejjends  for 
its  architectural  eft'ect  u[><m  its  extreme  simplicity,  refinement,  and  care- 
fully studied  projxjrtions. 

In  this  building  have  been  assembled  works  of  art  representing 
UAh  ancient  and  modern  schools,  examples  of  statuary  from  casts  of 
famous  works:  samples  of  productions  in  bron/:e  and  pcjttery.  am!  cu- 
riou.s  specimens  of  ancient  glass,  clay  and  the  metals,  in  deciirative  de- 
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sigTis.  ir.  coins  and  iewelry,  in  articles  for  use  and  ornament,  some  of 
them  hilt  crude  attempts,  yet  possessing-  a  beauty  and  interest  of  much 
vahie  as  representing  the  progress  made  from  the  days  of  old  to  the 
present  perfection  of  productions  in  art  and  the  trades. 

One  of  the  most  interesrirjg"  of  the  exhibits  of  the  Archaeological 
Department  is  a  model  of  what  is  known  as  the  black  obelisk  of  Shal- 
maneser  II,  who  ruled  the  Assyrian  empire,  858  to  823  B.  C.  and  which 
Avas  found  overthrown  under  the  debris  covering  the  palace  of  Shal- 
maneser,  among'  the  extensive  ruins  at  Nimroud.  identified  by  Sir  Henry 
Rawlinson  and  others  as  Calah.  and  situated  about  thirty  miles  below 
Xineveh.  on  the  Tigris.  In  the  same  department  are  thirty-four  clay 
tablets  with  cuneiform  inscriptions,  representing  an  empire  earlier  than 
that  of  the  Assyrians — the  Chaldaean,  or  First  Babylonian.  There  is 
also  a  replica,  of  the  fainous  Rosetta  stone,  the  original  of  which  is  in 
the  British  ^luseum.  and  which  has  proven  to  be  practically  the  key 
to  the  great  temple  of  knovrledge  of  ancient  Egypt,  its  two  inscriptions 
in  Egyptian  (B.  C.  195,  205-181)  representing  different  periods,  and 
first  introducing  Egyptologists  to  an  acquaintance  with  the  language 
of  the  Pharaohs. 

The  collection  of  Greek  and  Roman  curios,  useful  and  ornamental, 
is  replete  witii  fine  specimens,  and  includes  one  case  of  sixty-five  glass 
vases  of  the  third  and  second  centuries  before  Christ,  of  unicjue  beauty, 
many  of  them  carrying  the  opalescence  of  rare  gems,  and  others  pre- 
senting the  scale  of  the  rainbow.  There  are  also  Greek  and  Roman 
gold  ornaments  of  the  fourth  and  third  centuries  B.  C. ;  specimens  of 
Greek  and  Roman  bronze  \-ases  and  implements  of  the  fourth  to  the 
second  centuries  B.  C. :  and  a  collection  of  Egyptian,  Greek  and  Roman 
beads,  coins,  etc..  of  great  antiquity.    Other  objects  of  beauty  and  inter- 
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est  are  Phoenician  and  Ciiincse  curios,  and  a  rare  array  of  relics  of  the 
Indians  of  North  America. 

Besides  the  siatuary  in  the  entrance  hall,  there  are  tln'ce  pieces  of 
splendid  sculpture  in  the  Museum — the  Discobolus,  of  Myron,  about 
the  fifth  century;  Sr.  George,  the  slayer  of  the  Dragon,  b}-  Dijuatello, 
13S6-1466:  and  the  A\'rest!ers.  a  well  known  Greek  group.  The  Natu- 
ral History  Department  has  for  its  principal  adornments  a  series  of 
Berkshire  mineral  specimens,  collected  and  presented  by  Daniel  Clark, 
of  Tyringham;  a  ccllection  of  marine  curiosities,  including  beautiful 
algae;  and  a  hortus  siccus  of  plants  and  ferns  collected  hy  members  of 
the  Agassiz  Association.  A  representative  collection  of  birds  is  of  pecu- 
liar interest  and  beauty. 

The  officers  of  the  Berkshire  Athenaeum  and  ^Museum  for  1904-5 
are  as  follows:  President.  \\'.-  R.  Allen;  A'ice-Presidcnt,  James  Vi. 
Barker;  Treasurer,  GecTge  H.  Tucker;  Librarian  and  Clerk,  Harhm  H. 
Ballard;  Auditor,  Henry  Colt.  Investigating  Committee — President, 
Treasurer,  Auditor  {cx-otticio) .  C.  \V.  Kellogg  and  L  D.  Ferrev.  Li- 
brary Committee — Dr.  Plenry  Coh,  Walter  Hawkins,  Dr.  J.  F.  A. 
Adams.  Art  and  Museum  Committee — C.  W.  Kelbjgg.  L  D.  Ferrey, 
George  Harding.  Trustees — [Morris  Schafi',  AA'illiam  ■NL  Mercer,  Henry 
\V.  Taft.  Walter  Cutting.  Harry  D.  Sisson,  Joseph  Tucker,  Win.  E. 
Tilloison,  Erwin  H.  Kennedy,  Henry  R.  Peirson,  Henry  A.  Francis, 
Theo.  L.  Pomeroy,  James  L.  Bacon,  John  C.  Crosby. 

Thf.  Agassiz  Assoc[.\tiox. 

Perhaps  no  work  originating  in  Berkshire  county  has  been  more 
widely  instructive  and  beneficial  than  that  inaugurated  by  the  Agassiz 
Association.    It  was  an  earnest  desire  of  the  distinguished  naturalist, 
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Louis  Ag-a<siz  U\-hc5e  last  work  was  the  e>lablishmcnt  of  a  School  of 
Xatural  Hislory  on  t!ie  island  of  Fenikese,  Rhode  Island),  that  socie- 
ties should  he  fc>r!ned  in  towns  tov  the  purpose  of  studying  the  district 
for  a  radius  of  five  or  ten  miles.  It  is  probable  that  this  desire  found 
root  in  some  considerable  degree  froTU  his  knowledge  of  the  natural 
beauties  of  the  Berkshires.  with  which  region  he  Ijecanie  familiar  while 
a  professor  at  Harvard  College.  It  was  full  of  interest  to  students  of 
nature;  its  geological  stmcture  had  for  many  years  attracted  the  atten- 
tion of  eminent  scientists;  its  flora  found  Ihg-h  appreciation  frir  its  rich- 
ness and  variety:  and  it  was  ali\'c  with  birds  of  most  numerous  species 
for  the  extent  of  its  territory. 

In  the  desire  to  realize  in  some  degree  the  views  of  Professor 
Agassiz.  in  1S75  Harlan  II.  Ballard  effected  the  org-anization  of  the 
Lenox  High  School  .\ssociation.  its  membership  made  up  from  among 
his  pupils.  The  members  entered  upon  their  investigations  with  genu- 
ine entliusiasm,  and  in  many  of  their  excursions  came  upon  a  flower  or 
a  vein  of  quartz  crx-stals  quite  out  of  the  ordinary.  In  iSS(y  the  name 
of  the  society  v/as  changed  to  the  Agassiz  Association,  and  it  was  incor- 
porated Vvith  an  efficient  directory.  In  the  same  year  the  association 
published  a  report  of  its  v\-ork,  and  a  general  invitation  was  extended 
to  all  who  might  feel  interest.'  to  form  local  cIuIjs  and  unite  with  the 
association,  for  the  interchange  of  scientific  information,  exchange  of 
specimens,  etc.  The  association  now  numbers  some  ten  thousand  mjem- 
bers,  grouped  in  ab>ont  one  thousand  chapters. 

In  1893  ^^1^  Agassiz  Association  made  an  exhibition  at  the  World's 
Columbian  Exp<:;sition  in  Chicago,  the  exhibit  comprising  specimens 
collected  by  A'arious  c'lapters.  prepared  collections  of  minerals,  photo- 
graphs, courses  of  study,  and  a  quantity  of  literature  full}-  setting  forth 
the  work  performed  by  the  association.    The  exhiliits  of  the  association 
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have  been  given  place  in  the  rooms  of  the  Bcikhliirc  Athenaeum,  whose 
libi-arian  and  curator  is  Harlan  H.  Ballard,  president  of  the  Agassiz 
Association. 

How  fertile  a  field  is  Berkshire  comity  for  such  invcstig-ations  is 
evidenced  by  a  citati'.n  from  tlie  illustrated  catalogue  pamphlet  issued 
by  the  Athenaeum  authorities  in  190-I,  with  reference  to  the  ornitho- 
logical display  in  the  .Museum.  This  recites  the  interesting  fact  that 
during  the  months  of  !\[ay  and  June  there  is  in  the  eastern  United 
States  no  better  place  to  study  bird  life  tlian  on  the  groimds  of  the 
Pittsfield  Country  Club.-  From  the  club  h^juse,  almost  any  riiorning 
in  niid-^SIay,  can.  be  identified  by  sigiit  or  hearing  at  least  twenty-five 
species  of  birds.  During  a  three  hours  stroll  through  tlie  grounds, 
on  ^lay  14,  1904,  fifty-one  species  were  recognized,  Avhile  in  one  single 
minute  the  notes  of  no  less  than  nine  different  species  were  heard. 
According  to  Ralph  Hoffman,  of  the  one  liundred  and  ninety-seven 
species  of  birds  diat  inhabit  the  highways,  water-courses,  fields  and 
fore-ts  of  Berkshire,  about  ninety  are  residential,  remaining  during  the 
entire  year.  Of  cottagers,"  to  use  a  local  term,  there  are  sixteen 
species.  These  spend  tlie  winter  in  the  south,  some  as  far  away  as 
Central  or  South  America,  returning  in  the  spring  to  build  their  nests 
and  rear  their  broods.  Then  tliere  are  the  "  transients,"'  that  winter 
either  in  the  north  or  south,  and  are  only  seen  as  they  pass  over  in  their 
migrations.  Alb  these  many  and  interesting  species  are  displayed  in 
the  ornithological  department  of  the  Museum. 

Fort  ;N[a.ss.\cii!_'setts  FTistoric.\l  Society. 

The  Fort  Massachusetts  Historical  Society  grew  primarily  out  of 
the  effort  of  Mrs.  Jennie  Paul  Go'jdrich,  and  the  ladies  whom  she 
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associated  with  herself  for  the  patriotic  puqx^se  of  preserving  the  identity 
of  the  site  of  the  famous  old  stockade  known  as  Fort  Alassachusetts, 
built  in  1745,  and  destroyed  by  the  French  and  Indians  in  August, 
1746,  and  afterwards  rebuilt.  The  site  is  about  one  and  a  quarter  miles 
west  of  the  centre  of  the  city  of  North  .\danj«,  and  its  only  marker  for 
many  years  nas  •■■  The  Perry  Flm,'"  a  tree  planted  in  1857,  near  wdiere 
stood  the  northeast  corner  of  the  stockade,  by  Professor  Arthur  Ferry, 
of  \\'illianis  College,  assisted  by  students  of  that  institution.  This  is 
now  a  large  and  tlourishing  tree. 

Some  years  age  th.e  owner  of  the  land  including  the  stockade  site 
purjxDsed  dividing  tiie  tract  into  building  sites,  and  'Mrs.  Goodrich's 
proposal  to  purchase  that  portion  which  was  of  historic  worth  met  with 
a  cordial  response  from  the  women  of  North  Adams.  In  order  tO'  pro- 
cure mems  for  tlicir  purpose,  they  obtained  the  use  of  the  Eloosac  J^al- 
Icy  XticSj  through  the  generous  ccn^peration  of  its  proprietor,  F.dward 
A.  Mc^Iiliin,  and  put  out  a  special  issue  of  that  paper  on  November  23, 
1895,  comprising  twenty-four  pages,  and  of  which  fi\-e  thousand  copies 
v.-ere  printed.  All  the  lalx)r  upon  this  issue,  except  that  purely  me- 
chanical, was  performed  by  the  women  who  had  lent  themselves  to  this 
praiseworthy  task,  and  women  alone  contributed  to  its  columns,  their 
essays  and  other  writings  presenting  a  most  meritorious  array  of  orig- 
inal vv'ork  ;  while  they  also  seau'ed  through  their  own  efforts  a  very  large 
advertising  patronage.  This  venture  brought  to  its  authors  a  sum  of 
thirteen  hundred  dollars,  which  was  used  in  the  purchase  of  a  portion 
of  the  land  desired.  More  needed  to  be  obtained,  however,  and  to  accom- 
plish this  purpose  eighteen  persons,  representatives  of  the  older  fam- 
ilies of  North  Adams,  m.et  on  October  14,  1896,  in  St.  John's  Parish 
Hc>use,  to  perfect  the  organization  of  the  Fort  Massachusetts  His- 
torical Societ\,  a  charter  for  which  they  had  procured  Januaiy  18th, 
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proceiling.  Accordirig  lo  the  itrms  of  this  iiistrunient  the  ])ur[>ose  for 
which  th.i<  corporation  i?  formed  is  to  purchase,  preserxe  an.d  improve 
t!;c  site  of  Fort  Arassach.usctts.'"  According!}-  one  and  a  lialf  acres  were 
pnrchased.  covering  a  tritic  more  tlian  the  original  stockade  ground,  at 
an  outlay  of  tliree  thousand  dollars,  all  of  which  has  1>ecn  liquidated 
except  about  four  hundred  dollars. 

In  1897  a  llagstalt  was  reared  upon  the  stockade  site  by  the  S-Jciety, 
and  from  it  was  displayed  on.  Octolxjr  23d  of  that  year,  a  h>cautiful  na- 
tional flag,  the  gift  of  ]vlrs.  Hiram  Sibley,  a  former  resident  of  North 
Adams.  The  flag  was  drawn  to  its  place  by  Professor  Lew  is  Perrv, 
of  ^^"i!liara5  College,  son  of  Professor  Arthur  Peny,  wdio  forty  years 
I>efore  h.ad  planted  the  comimcmorati\-e  elm.  This  flag  has  since  been 
displayed  on  all  patriotic  occasions. 

The  intention  of  the  Societx-  is.  as  soon  as  practicable,  to  erect  a 
permanent  monum.ent  to  niark'the  historic  site  of  Fort  ^lassachuse'tts. 
What  form  this  will  take  has  not  yet  been  decided,  but  it  is  safe  to  as- 
sume that  it  will  be  in  every  manner  worthy  of  the  spot  and  of  the 
Society. 

Mr.  A-.  C.  Houghton,  then  first  mayor  of  the  city  of  North  .\dams, 
in  1897  donated  to  the  city  a  building  for  a  public  library.  In  his  deed 
of  gift  he  reserved  two  rr.oms  for  .the  use  of  the  I'ort  Massachusetts 
Historical  Society.  In  these  rooms  are  contained  a  valuable  collection 
of  portraits  of  early  pioneers,  manuscripts,  maps,  print.'i,  engra^•ings,  to- 
gether with  dom.estic  utensils,  weapons,  agricultural  implements,  and 
other  relics  of  the  pioneer  rlays.  all  possessing  peculiar  historical  inter- 
est, and  which  will  ha\e  an  e^■er  increasing  value  as  the  years  go  by. 
The  rooms  are  much  frequented  by  school  teachers  and  students  of 
tlie  neighlx>rhood,  as  well  as  by  the  hundreds  of  tourists  who  visit  the 
Berkshires  during  the  summer  months. 
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The  annual  meetings  of  the  Society  have  been  largely  educati\-e 
to  the  public,  and  on  these  occasions  arc  heard  speakers"  of  higli  ability 
and  \vide  rei>utation.  At  the  October  meeting  in  1905  tlic  Society  dined 
at  the  "Wellington,  two  hundred  persons  being  present.  Among  the 
speakers  were  ^Ir.  C.  O.  Richmond,  toastmaster;  Judge  George  P. 
LaAvrence:  F.  F.  Murdock,  principal  of  the  Normal  School:  Dr,  John 
Bascom,  of  the  Greylock  Reservation  Commission  ;  and  Professor  Lewis 
Perry,  of  \\"illian";s  College. 

Tlie  original  officers  of  the  .Society  were  as  follows:  S,  W.  Bra}'- 
lon.  since  deceased,  president;  Colonel  F.  S.  Richanlson,  secretary-; 
^Nlrs.  C.  O.  Ricluiiond,  treasurer  :  2\Irs.  Jennie  Paul  Goodrich,  registrar. 
For  th.e  past  six  }-ears  Dr.  John  Bascom  has  been  president;  and  the 
other  officers  are:  W.  Arthur  Gallup,  vice-president:  Edward  A.  Wc- 
[Nlillin,  secretary :  I^Irs.  FInnnah  B.  Ivichmond,  treasurer ;  Mrs.  Jennie 
Paul  Gcxxlrich.  registrar  and  custodian.  There  is  also  an  executive 
corriniittee  consisting  of  Charles  H.  Cutting,  F.  W.  Wilcoxson,  C.  Q. 
Richmond;  Valmore  W'hitaker,  ^Nlrs.  Edward  W.  Blackinton,  Mrs.  S. 
W.  Brayton,  Mrs.  Mary  Hunter  Williams.  ]\Iiss  Angle  Blackinton. 


Soxs  Americax  Revolution. 

Berkshire  County  Chapter.  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  was 
founded  through  the  action  of  a  meeting  held  in  Pittsheld,  April  15, 
1887,  as  a  result  of  which  a  committee  representing  e\-ery  town  in  the 
county  \vas  appointed  to  secure  members.  The  application  to  the  State 
Society  for  a  charter  was  signed  b}-  thirty-one  citizens  of  Berkshire 
county,  and  the  charter  was  granted  April  19,  1889.  '  -'^  constitution 
was  adopted  and  the  first  b<jard  of  officers  elected  was  as  follow-s:  Wel- 
lington Smith,  president;  John         Stevenson,  A.  J.  McCulUxh  and 
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Charles  H.  Evans.  vicc-pre?i<lentv :  Rolliii  H.  Cr>oke.  secretary  and 
registrar:  Donelson  M.  Peolc.  treasurer;  J.  F.  T,.  Adams,  liistnrian  :  Rev. 
S.  L.  Rowland,  cliaplain:  T.  \\".  Richmond,  James  W.  Hull,  Keyes 
Daiiforth.  F.  J.  Barrett,  A.  T.  Treadway.  mauagers. 

The  Society  lias  broug'ht  about  the  iilacing  of  markers  at  the 
graves  of  many  revr  lutionar}-  soldier^  in  e\-er}'  town  in  the  county,  hav- 
ing m.et  with  the  willing  cc>operation  of  all  the  town  officials  concerned. 
The  Chapter  is  nov>-  completing  a  laborious  ta^k  well  begun  by  ^Ir.  Rob 
lin  H.  CcHjke  (  and  whose  ambition  it  was  to  bring  it  to  completion,  a 
consummation  defeated  by  his  tragic  death),  the  compilation  of  a  record 
of  all  revolutionary  soldiers  from  Berksb.ire  count}-,  with  the  dates  of 
birtli  and  deat'h.  the  roll  being  intended  to  iticlud.e  the  very  many  wdio 
emigrated  to  other  states  after  the  revolution. 

The  present  ofticers  of  the  Chapter  are  as  follows;  .Mien  IL  Bagg, 
jiresi'lent:  Edward  T.  Slocum.  James  Y{.  Pundersi^n,  Roscoe  C.  Taft, 
vice-presidents;  Joseph  E.  Peirscn.  secretnr\-  and  registrar;  William  C. 
Stevenson,  treasurer:  J.  F.  Alleyne  Adams,  historian;  .  J.  E.  C. 
Sawyer,  chaplain;  X.  Fl.  Sabin.  A.  J.  McCullijcri,  IF  L).  Sisson,  John 
]NF  Stevenson.  Edward  PF  Brewer,  board  of  managers. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  members: 

Adams,  T-  F.  Allevne.  Pittsfield. 
Bagg.  Allen  H.,  Pittsfield. 
Barrett.  Frank  J.,  Lenox. 
Brewer,  Edward  H.,  Da! ton. 

Brown,  Howard  P.,  Pittsfield.  ■ 
Brown.  W.  T.  Kendall,  Pittsfield.  ■  •■      •    ,•  ' 

Bush,  Edward  H..  Dalton. 
Brooks,  Thomas  L.,  Pittsfield. 
Chapin,  Clifford  S.,  Great  Barrington. 
Clark,  Eliot  A.,  Pittsfield. 
Drowne.  Charle.=^  N..  Pittsfield. 
Evans,  Charles  FF,  Great  Barrington. 
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Gale,  Bennett  T.,  Lee. 
Hale.  Edward  P.,  Lenox. 
Hull,  James  W'..  Pittsheld. 
Tovner,  Frank  IL,  Pittsficld. 
kellogg,  Charles  W.,  Pittsheld. 
Kimball,  Daniel  A..  Stockbridge. 
Lawrence,  l*!dgar  T..  Piusfickl. 
]Mannii',g,  John  IL,  Pittsheld. 
McCullcch,  Almiron  T-  Sa\ov. 
Moore,  Marcus  T.,  P'ittsfield.' 
Peck,  Donelson  M.,  PittsfieUl. 
Peirson.  Frank  E.,  Pittsfield. 
Peirson,  Joseph  E..  Pittsfield. 
Punderson.  James  H.:  Stcck:-)ridge. 
Ro<:'t.  Henry  A..  Pittsfield. 
Sabin.  X.  Henr}-.  W'illiamstown. 
Sawyer.  J.  E.  C  W^illiamstown. 
Sisson,  Harry  D..  Pittsfield. 
Slocum.  Edward  T..  Pittsfield. 
Smith,  Wellington,  Lee. 
Smith,  Augtisttis  R.,  Lee. 
Stevenson,  John  ^l.,  Pittsfield. 
Stevenson,  William  C.  Pittsfield. 
Taft,  Roscoe  C,  Egremont. 
Treadway,  Allen  T..  Stockbridge. 
Warner. 'Milton  B..  Pittsfield. 
Whittlesey,  William  A..  Pittsfield. 


D.vuGHTERs  American  Revolution. 

The  Peace  Party  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution, 
was  organized  February  5.  1897,  with  twenty  charter  members,  through 
the  efiforts  of  !Mrs.  James  B.  Crane,  who  was  afterv/ard  chosen  regent. 
The  name  of  the  chapter  was  chosen  in  commemoration  of  a  large  party 
given  by  the  citizens  of  Pitt.sfield  in  the  autumn  of  1783  to  celebrate  the 
ratification  of  peace  following  the  termination  of  the  Ivevolutionary  war. 

Tlie  Chapter  Day  occurs  in  Xovember.  the  month  in  which  occurred 
the  famous  Peace  Party  above  mentioned.     The  annual  election  of 
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olYicers  takes  place  in  January.  Until  recently  four  meetings  have  been 
held  each  year,  the  orliers  being-,  in  addition  to  those  just  named,  in  April 
and  August,  nearly  all  on  dates  commemorating-  some  Revolutionaiy 
war  event  in  which  ancestors  of  chapter  men.ibers  were  present.  In 
the  month  of  October.  1905.  it  was  decided  to  hold  niectings  once  each 
month  during  th.e  ensuing  v/inter. 

In  April  is  commemorated  the  battle  of  Lexington,  by  awarding 
prizes  to  pupils  in  the  liigh  school  of  Pittsfield  for  the  best  essay  on  some 
Revolutionar)-  subject.  In  August,  or  near  the  date  of  the  l)attle  of 
Bennington,  a  field  meeting  has  been  held  which  thus  far  has  pro\-en 
one  of  tlie  most  satisfactory  n-ieetings  of  the  year.  In  1902  the  Chap- 
ter made  a  pilgrimiage  to  the  scene  of  this  memorable  encounter. 

Soon  after  the  organization  of  the  Chapter  the  nation  became  in- 
volved in  the  v/ar  v.  ith  Spain.  Altliough  the  Chapter,  as  a  bod)-,  took 
no  prop.iinent  part  in  relie\-ing  the 'sufferings  of  the  sick  and  wounded 
of  the  American  arm.y.  ma;iy  individual  meml^ers  gave  generously  of 
money  as  well  as  of  time,  their  gifts  amoui-iting  in  the  aggregate  to  not 
less  than  four  thousand  dollars.  In  its  corporate  capacity  the  Chapter 
has  contributed  liberally  to  the  national  work  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution ;  to  the  erection  of  the  tomb  of  Mary  W'ashing- 
ton;  to  the  building  of  the  home  in  Washington  for  the  Society  at 
large;  to  the  statue  of '  Washington  designed  by  Mr.  Daniel  French, 
and  erected  in  Paris  during  the  year  of  the  Exposition;  and  to  other 
objects  of  general  interest.  It  has  erected  in  the  park  in  the  centre  of 
the  city  of  Pittsfield  a  beautiful  sun-dial  to  commemorate  the  famous 
'■  Old  Elm,''  a  native  forest  tree  particularly  identified  with  the  history 
of  the  city  and  county. 

Through  the  aid  of  the  late  Rollin  H.  C^Toke  and  the  efforts  of  a 
very  cai>able  committee,  the  Chapter  has  located  more  graves  of  Revo- 
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lutionary  soldier?  than  any  other  Chapter  in  tlic  Union.  Th.e  Chapter 
has  providetl  Revolutionary  mariner?  for  these  gra\es,  ck-aned  and 
straiglitened  the  headstones,  and  on  Decoration  Dav  adorri^  tliem  with 
wreaths  of  evergreen. 

During  the  eight  years  of  its  existence  tlie  Chapter  has  increased 
in  niembership  from  twenty  to  seventy-two.  It  has  had  two  real  Daugh- 
ters of  tlie  Revolution:  Ivlrs.  Ann  Eliza  Prentice,  who  is  vet  living; 
and  ^Irs.  ]\Iary  Thompson,  deceased.  Other  members  who  have  passed 
away  are  as  follows:  ^Irs.-. Julia  C.  r\litchell  Weston.  Mrs.  ?^larv  Brew- 
ster Adam,  Mrs.  }^Iary  Goodrich  Crane,  who  was  the  first  regent;  and 
^Ir^.  J-'rances  Stevenson  Beach. 

'Die  present  oflkers  of  the  Chapter  are:  Mrs.  Caroline  Whittle- 
sey, regem;  Mrs.  Harriet  O.  Slocum,  vice-regent:  I\Irs.  Florence  N. 
Peirson.  secretary:  I\Iiss  Clara  Bridgman,  assistant  secretary;  Mrs. 
^Ia'>cl  W.  Peirson.  treasurer;  Mrs.  ?^Iargaret  Baldwin,  registrar;  Mrs. 
Hattie  C.  Stevenson,  historian.    The  following  is  the  njember^hip  roll : 

Miss  Lilian  E.  Adams. 
Mrs.  Sara  Andrews  (  G.  W.),  Dalton. 
}ilrs.  Margaret  Baldwin  (E.  G.). 
Mrs.  Emma  Bard  well  (R.  G.). 
Miss  Olive  Barker. 

:\Irs.  Achsah  A.  Beach  (W.  X  ),  Williamstmvn. 

Mrs.  Marion  Brackin  (J.  A.). 

Miss  Fanny  B.^ev/ster. 

Miss  Clara  Bridgman,  Dalton. 

Mrs.  Mary  Bridgman  (F.  A.).  Dalton. 

^Irs.  Anna  F.  Bennett.  ]^anesboro. 

Mrs.  Ella  C.  B^^-ant  fC.  M.).  AX'illiamstown. 

Mrs.  Avis  E.  Burton  fS.  C).  ■       ■  ■ 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Chapin  fA.  X.).  ••  . 

Mrs.  FTarriet  Checkering. 

Miss  Annie  Qapp.  '  •  .    .  .  - 

Mrs.  S.  H.  Clapp. 

Mrs.  Kate  Clarv. 

Mrs.  Mary  Clark  f Eliot). 
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Mrs.  Abbie  Cooley  [  W.  II.).  Abroad. 

.Mrs.  Alinira  Cooley  (S.  M.). 

Mrs.  Elien  J.  Crnne  (^Zena?).  Dalti.n. 

Miss  Clara  L.  Crane.  Dalion. 

.Mrs.  Ellen  H.  Cranston  OV-  H.). 

^irs.  Xancv  M.  Dodsje. 

Mrs.  ^lary  Fcote  ^^V.  B..). 

^[iss  Emeline  f\»:crott. 

Mrs.  Harriette  Francis. 

Mrs.  Xellie  Gardener  (  W".  R.V 

Miss  ]\Iary  J.  Goodrich.  Stockbridge. 

Miss  Ethel  Hawkins. 

Mrs.  Lilian  Haynes  (  S.  T.). 

Mrs.  Frances  Hammond.  Abroad. 

^[rs.  Marv  L.  Hinsdale  (J.  H.). 

Mrs.  Jsabel  A.  Jones  (E.  A.). 

Miss  Harriet  Kilbourne. 

Mrs.  Anna  Laird  (  J.  H.  ).  Hinsdale. 

^[rs.  Minnie  M.  Lament  (Harry). 

Mrs.  Eliza  L.  Lane. 

Mrs.  A.  M.  A.  Lombard  I'L.  A.).  Al)road. 
^Irs.  Sylvia  Loveless. 

Mrs.  ^ladeline  B.  Norton  CA.  A.).  Boston. 

r^lrs.  Alice  Xac'itmann.  Albanv. 

Mrs.  Alida  Orr  fjohn). 

Mrs.  Henrietta  Parker  (  R.  T.). 

^[rs.  Elizabeth  Partridee  (H.  W.). 

Mrs.  :\[arv  Allen  Peck^T.  L.). 

Mrs.  Florence  X.  Peirson  (F.  E.). 

Mrs.  Mabel        Peirson  (  J.  E.). 

^Irs.  Louise  C.  Pomerov  (  T.  L.). 

Mrs.  Kate  C.  Plunkett  (G.  T.),  Hinsdale. 

Miss  ^[ary  E.  Porter. 

!Mrs.  Eliza  Prentice. 

Mrs.  Martha  Read  (¥.  F.  K 

Miss  Florence  Read,  Pontc^suc. 

Mrs.  Mary  Rifenbergh. 

^frs.  Florence  Roberts  (  l-'rcd). 

Mrs.  Jennie  Root  (J.  A.). 

Mrs.  Fannie  RobbinsT  F.  A.).  Springfield. 

Mrs.  Lena  Robertson  I'M.  \V.). 

Mrs.  Caroline  Smart  (W.  S.  ).  Adams. 

Mrs.  Louise  P.  Shedd  (  Tiorace). 

^frs.  Aima  Stevens  (L.  A.). 
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Mrs.  Jlarriot  O.  Slocum  i  F..  T.). 
^irs.  Haitie  C.  Stevenson  i  L 
Mis.  Sarah  G.  Stevenson 
Mrs.  Seraph  H.  Stevenson. 
Mrs.  Isabel  J.  Stone  (J.  B.). 

!>Jrs.  Snsr.n  B.  Sn\der  (Henn-).  Cheyenne.  W'yo. 

I\Irs.  Emilv  Tilden  (George). 

Mrs.  Ellen  Trac.v  (\\\  A.). 

Mrs.  Martha  Wadhanis. 

[Miss  ;>raria  Warnner. 

^xliss  ^.larv  Wellington. 

:^Irs.  Anna  M.  \\"ent\vorth  ( W.  H.). 

Mrs.  Caroline  \V.  \\"hittksev  (W.  A.). 

Mrs.  OHvia  L.  Wilson  tX.'H.). 

Dr.  Alfreda  Witliington. 

Miss  Minnie  H.  Wolfe. 

:jrs.  Luella  S.  \\'oodrulT  I'R.  A.). 

Mrs.  Helen  M.  Wright  (C.  H.). 

Mrs.  Kate  Clary.  * 

1\Ivs.  Ford. 

Mrs.  S.  Harold  Cla])p. 


Berkshire  Agricultural  Society. 

This  notal;!e  S'ociety  had  its  beginning"  in  a  meeting  held  in  Pitts- 
field,  on  Januar}'  30,  1808,  at  the  tavern  of  Captain  Pepoon.  This 
meeting  had  been  brotight  about  by  Elkanah  Watson,  who  had  exhib- 
ited the  previous  fall  two  fine  merino  sheep,  a  ram  and  a  ewe,  the 
first  of  that  breed  ever  brought  to  Xew  England.  They  attracted  much 
attention,  and  he  reasoned  that  a  display  of  more  animals,  on  a  large 
scale,  would  have  a  good  effect.  During  the  w  inter  he  urged  the  intro- 
duction of  merino  sheep,  and  finally  brouglit  about  the  meeting  of  Jan- 
uary 30th. 

Mr.  Watson's  first  exhibit  was  c.n  a  spot  about  which  cluster  many 
'historical  associations,  the  present  City  Park,  and  which  remained  in 
its  natural  state  until  about  1S12.     Its  most  conspicuous  feature  was 
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'■'  The  Old  F.lni,""  a  niagniticeiu  tree  standing  near  the  present  centre 
of  the  Park,  rearing-  itself  to  a  lieiglit  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet, 
its  first  himii  branchiin.g  out  ninety  feet  above  the  giound.  In  its  shade 
much  transpired  which,  made  the  history  of  Pittsfield  notable.  In  1825 
it  looked  down  upon  tiie  great  ovation  given  to  General  Lafayette,  who 
made  a  visit  to  the  tov  11  and  was  received  with  great  ceremony  and  en- 
thusiasm. The  tree  finally  became  unsafe,  and  in  1862  ^vas  cut  down. 
It  was  commemorated  in  "  Taghconic,"  by  Joseph  E.  A.  Smith: 

"  Yoti  must  have  heard  of  the  old  Elm  of  Pittsfield  Park.  It  has  its 
place  of  fame  among  The  Trees  of  America ;  and  has  had  this  many  a 
year.  It  is  not  long  since  it  rose  liere,  among  the  young  green  growth, 
iht  scarred  and  seared  veteran  of  centuries.  Straight  into  the  air  it 
sprang,  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  feet :  a  tall  grey  pillar,  bearing  for 
sole  capital  a  few  green  branches,  and  a  few  withered,  shattered  and  bare 
luTibs.  From  Greylock  to  Monument  Mountain  there  was  no  inanimate 
thing  so  revered  and  venerable.  Xcr  had  it  grown  thus  without  a  story^, 
and  one  with  which  the  stories  of  others,  and  human  lives,  were  closely 
entv»-ined.'' 

Under  "  the  Old  Elm  "  Elkanah  Watson  exhibited  his  sheep,  and 
here  was  held,  in  1810,  the  first  cattle  show,"  notable  as  the  real  be- 
ginning of  the  Berkshire  Agricultural  Society,  which,  while  not  the 
first  organization  of  the  kind  in  the  country,  was  the  first  in  Massa- 
chusetts. True.  The  \\'estern  Society  of  ^Middlesex  Farmers  had 
been  formed  in  1794,  and  was  incor^Kirated  in  1803,  but  it  was  not  in 
purpose  A\hat  the  Berkshire  Society  was.  The  farmers  present  at  the 
cattle  show  of  1810,  under  the  inspiration  of  Mr.  \Vatson,  determined 
that  the  institution  should  be  m.ade  permanent,  and  at  the  next  session 
of  the  legislature  a  charter  was  procured  for  the  "  Berkshire  Agricult- 
ural Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Agriculture  and  ^Manufactures." 
'I'lie  officers  at  organization  were:    Elkanah  Watson,  president:  William 
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Walker  and  S.  H.  ^\■hec!e^,  \  ice-presiclcnts ;  Caleb  Hyde,  corresponding 
secretary ;  lliomas  B.  Sti-oug.  recording  secretary;  John  B.  Root,  treas- 
urer; Tosei'.h  Sli.earer.  Ezekiel  Bacon,  and  Jonathan  Allen,  trnstees.  The 
fair  of  i8ti  witnessed  a  procession  of  domestic  aninials,  including  sixty 
voke  of  oxen  drawing  a  ploAV,  and  floats  containin.g  cloth  making  ma- 
chinery- in  operation,  and  specimens  of  Berkshire  county  manufactures. 
Premiums  were  first  awarded,  in  1S12  and  1813,  to  women  for  articles 
of  their  own  production.  A  decided  innovation  was  introduced  in 
1814,  a  committee  of  practical  farmers  being  sent  into  the  fields  through- 
out the  county  to  award  ])remiuin5  for  standin.g  crops.  A  legislative 
appropriation  of  two  hundred  dollars  annually  for  three  years  uas  made 
in  1S16,  and  this  was  followed  two  years  later  by  an  act  granting  aid 
to  all  county  societies  vrhich  should  com.ply  with  certain  conditions. 
The  Berkshire  .Society  first  awarded  prerniu.ms  in  plowing  matches 
in  1818.  As  the  Society  gradually  develoi>ed  it  became  a  principal 
model  lor  others,  and  Tiicvmas  Gold,  the  third  president,  said  in  1822: 
"  The  fame  and  influence  have  extended  over  the  entire  surface  of  the 
United  States,  its  example  followed,  its  approbation  courted  by  its  ex- 
tended offspring-.  ]t  has  been  recognized,  as  \xt\l  in  Europe  as  in 
America,  as  an  original  novel  i)lan,  and  the  most  excellent  organization 
ever  "conceived  to  promote  the  great  interests  under  its  patronage."  An 
effort  was  made  in  1823  to  procure  a  pernitinent  location  for  fair 
grounds,  but  it  languished  until  1S55,  when  a  tract  of  nearl\-  thirty  acres 
of  land  v.-as  purchased  from  ^\'illiam  W.  Goodman,  at  an  outlay  of 
tv.-enty-two  hundred  dollars.  The  grounds  lie  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
north  of  the  Pittsfield  Park,  and  command  a  magnificent  view  of  the 
surrounding  country.  There  was  erected  an  Agricultural  Hall,  and 
later  a  dining  hall,  while  suitable  sheds  and  barns  have  been  built  from 
time  tc  time.    On  the  grounds  is  a  half-mile  track  for  speeding  purposes. 
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FJkanah  Watson  declined  a  re-clcction  as  president  in  1814,  and 
in  1816  removed  from  tlie  connty.  He  died  in  I'ort  Kent,  New  York, 
in  1S4J,  aged  eighty-fonr  year?.  He  always  regarded  with  great  pride 
his  labors  in  Berkshire  connty.  and  the  inscription  npon  his  monnment 
records  him  as  "  The  Founder  and  First  President  of  the  Berkshire 
Agriciihural  Society."  • 

■    Berkshire  and  Columbia  r^JissioxARV  Societv. 

This  society  was  organized  February  21,  1798,  and  has  the  dis- 
tinction of  being  the  fir=t  missirjnary  society  in  the  United  States.  At 
the  first  meeting  twent}--three  were  enrolled  as  meuibcrs,  each  pledging 
to  give  one  dollar  annually. 

Tlie  object  cii  the  societv  nas  "  to  send  missionaries  to  destitute 
fields  to  preach  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  to  distribute  Bibles, 
Vincent's  Catechism,  and  tracts."'  The  territi')ry  which  supported  the 
society  embraced  Berkshire  count}-  and  the  adjoining  county,  Columbia, 
Xew  '^'ork.  Collections  Avere  taken  annually  in  the  Congregational 
churcVies  of  these  counties.  The  first  collecticiti  received  was  from  the 
church  in  Spencertown.  Columbia  county,  anrl  amounted  to  $5.64.  The 
first  year  two  missionaries  were  sent  out :  Rev.  Joseph  Brogen  to  the 
Susquehanna,  and  Rtv.  Beriah  Hotchkin  to  the  Western  Settle- 
ments,'" which  extended  westward  from  the  Mohawk  Valley.  For 
many  years  missions  were  sustained  in  the  states  of  Pennsylvania,  Xew 
York  and  Verinont.  In  1805  a  donation  of  "  Bibles,  Testaments,  Prim- 
ers and  Dialogues  "'  was  received  from  a  gentleman  in  Boston.  Dotia- 
tions  came  in  from  other  distant  places.  Female  cent  societies  figure 
among  the  donors.  In  time,  after  the  formation  of  national  and  state 
missionary.  Bible  and  tract  scKrieties,  Coltnubia  county  ceased  to  con- 
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tribute,  but  Berkshire  county  has  still  an  organi^^ation  and  a  fund, 
the  income  from  -which  still  is  devoted  to  home  work  among  the  feeble 
churches  of  tlie  county. 

At  its  last  annual  meeting,  held  P>bruary  20.  1905,  it  was  voted 
to  make  eiTc^rts  to  increase  the  present  fund  so  tliat  a  sufhcient  income 
can  be  realized  to  support  in  full  a  county  missionary.  The  present 
officers  of  the  society  are:  President.  Judge  Edv\-ard  T.  Slocum,  of 
Pittsficld  ;  ^'ice-President,  Re\'.  George  A.  Andrews,  of  Dalton  ;  Treas- 
urer. John  L.  Kilburn,  of  Lee  ;  Secretary,  William  G.  Harding,  of  Pitts- 
field;  auditor.  Edward  S.  Rogers,  of  Lee:  and  a  board  of  seven  trus- 
tees. 

Berksiiire  Col'xtv  Home  for  Agfa)  Women. 

In  1S99  the  sons  of  ^[r.  Zenas  Marshal  Crane  erected  at  Pitisheld, 
as  a  memorial  to  their  father,  the  elegant  edifice  known  as  the  Berk- 
shire County  Home  for  Aged  AA'omen,  and  wluch.  since  its  founding, 
has  supph'ed  to  many  lonely  ones  the  lack  of  love  and  kindly  attention 
of  kindred.  In  June  of  the  same  year  the  matron  and  two  old  ladies 
entered  upon  the  occupancy  of  the  liuilding.  At  the  outset  many  peo- 
ple, .and  among  them  some  who-  gave  to  the  institution  their  most  de- 
voted effort,  v.-ere  skeptical  as  to  the  real  necessity  of  such  a  Home, 
and  seriously  doubted  if  tliere  could  be  found  a  sufficient  number  of 
persr-ns  of  the  class  for  \Ahich  it  was  intended,  to  justify  its  main- 
tenance. But  if  it  was  slow  in  making  known  its  reasons  fc>r  its  exist- 
once,  it  has  amply  vindicated  itself  and  taken  an  enduring  place  among 
the  worthy  charities  of  Berkshire  county. 

Since  the  institution  opened  its  doors,  sixty-one  old  ladies  have 
been  received  as  inmates,  thirty  have  died,  nine  have  withdrawn  or  been 
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disn]i??ed,  and  twenty-hvo  are  now  inmates.  The  Board  of  Control  is 
officered  as  follcAvs :  ]\Ir?.  Zenas  Crane,  president;  ]\Irs.  C.  W.  Kel- 
logg, vice-president;  Mrs.  W'iiliani  Xewton.  honorary  vice-president; 
Mrs.  Edward  T.  Slocum,  secretary;  INIrs.  ]\linnie  R.  Trowbridi^e,  treas- 
urer. 

Tlie  corporation  iiumbers  two  hundred  and  thirl}-  contributing  mem- 
bers. Besides  the  home  care  provided  for  the  inmates  of  the  institu- 
tion, each  year  Aarious  entertainments  are  gotten  up  for  their  enjoy- 
ment— teas  at  private  residences,  sociables,  and  seats  at  lectures,  theat- 
rical performance-,  concerts,  etc.  The  annual  cost  of  maintaining  the 
Hc»me  is  about  Sii.coo.  The  cndi'nvment  fund  is  nearly  $50,000.  and 
the  property  is  valued  at  about  $35,000. 

Applicants  for  admission  to  the  Home  must  not  be  less  than  sixty 
years  of  nge,  and  must  have  been  residents  of  Berkshire  county  for  five 
years  preceding  application  for  admission.  The  entrance  fee  is  three 
hundred  dollars,  and  after  this  -  payment  no  ch.arge  v.-hatever  is  made 
lor  maintenance. 

CRAXE  EAMILY. 

The  Crane  family  of  ^^lassachusetts,  numerously  represented  in 
present  generations,  has  been  conspicuous  in  the  history  of  the  ccan- 
monwealth  from  early  colonial  days. 

Henry  Crane,  born  in  England,  probably  about  1621.  died  in  Mil- 
ton, Massachusetts,  March  21,  1709,  married  Tabitha  Kinsley,  daugh- 
ter of  Stephen  Kinsley.  She  died  soon  after  1681,  and  he  married 
(second)  about  16S3,  Elizabeth  (name  unknown)  who  sur\-i\ed  him. 
The  selectnien's  -reccrds  of  Dorcliester  show  that  he  had  a  farm  i.;f  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres,  with  a  house  which  he  had  apparently  occu- 
pied several  years  prior  to  1654,    He  was  a  selectman  in  3*lilt<jn,  1679- 
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80-81.  aiivl  a  trustee  of  the  first  n.iceting'  Iilvjsc  built  there.  An  auto- 
graph letter  of  Ma}-  7.  1677.  is  in  Vol.  30.  p.  239.  Mas.sachusetts  Ar- 
chi\-es.    He  had  teu  children.    The  second  by  his  first  wife  was: 

Stephen  Crane,  born  about  1657,  died  Jnly  20,  1738;  married, 
Tu!v  2.  1676,  Alary  Denison,  b<:<rn  1660.  died  June  17,  1721.  ble  mar- 
ried (second)  August  13,  1723.  Comfort,  widow  c>f  Sanmel  Belcher, 
at  Braintfee.  ]\Ia5sachusetts ;  she  died  at  A f  ikon.  December  21,  1745. 
He  had  six  children  by  his  first  wife.    The  sixth  was: 

Benjamin  Crane,  born  JDecembcr  17,  1692.  marrieil,  December  27, 
1722.  Ab'igail  Houghton.  They  had  eight  children.  The  seventh 
was: 

Stephen  Crane,  born  May  19.  1734,  married,  Xo\ember  13,  1762, 
Susannah  Badcock,  horn  in  ^lilton.  Massachusetts.  February  7,  1742. 
daughter  of  Xathanie!  and  Susannah  (Tucker)  Badcock.  Stephcii 
Cran.c  removed  to  Ca'.iton.  Massacliusetts,  and  built  a  house  on  Punka- 
poag  brook,  near  its  junction  with  Xc-ponset  river.  His  grandmother, 
Susannah  Tucker,  was  baptized  August  23.  17 19.  she  was  a  daughter 
of  Elienezer  Tucker,  and  granddaughter  of  ]\Ianasseh  Tucker,  of  ^lil- 
ton,  who  was  l;orn  about  1681.  son  of  Deacon  Manasseh  Tucker,  wdio 
before  168 1  married  W'aitstill  Sumner,  probably  daughter  of  Roger 
and  Mary  (Jossclyn)  Sumner,  of  Dorchester,  and  granddaughter  of 
William  Sumner,  wlio  was  in  Dorchester  as  early  as  1636.  Deacon 
Manasseh  Tucker  was  probably  son  of  Robert  Tucker,  who  was  in 
\\'eymouth  in  163S.  and  remo\ed  to  that  part  of  Dorchester  which 
became  Alilton,  and  was  representative  in  1669-80-81. 

X'athaniel  Badcock,  who  married  Susannah  Tucker,  was  baptized 
in  Milton.  July  5.  1719.  son  of  X'athaniel  Bailc'')ck,  Jr.,  who  was  born 
December  16.  16S4.  and  died  January  22.  1719:  he  married  May  3, 
1710,  Mary  Field,  born  1682,  (bed  Deceml-;er  3.  [759.  He  was  a  son  of 
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Xathnniel  Bnclcock,  born  }^[arch  14,  165S,  died  January  y.  1719,  and 
had  a  wife  Hannah  and  tour  children.  This  Nathaniel  was  son  of 
Robert  Ba.lcock.  who  was  in  IDorchester  as  early  as  i6-]8. 

In  1730,  Daniel  Henchman,  a  Boston  bookseller,  having  had  some 
encouragement  from  the  general  court,  built  at  ^.liltoji  the  first  paper 
mill  in  Xew  England,  but  it  ceased  operations  in  a  few  years  from  a 
lack  of  skilled  ^^■orkmen.  In  1760  it  was  re\'ived.  In  1775  ]\Iassa- 
cliusetts  had  only  three  small  mi]\>.  The  home  of  Stephen  Crane  ^\•as 
in  that  corner  oi  Canton,  now  near  Dcdliam,  Hyde  Park  and  Milton, 
near  the  paper  mill.  His  son  Stephen  ha\-ing  learned  the  business 
there,  established  himself  at  Xewton  Lower  Falls.  He  had  five  chil- 
dren besides  Stephen  J.    The  sixth  child  was : 

Zenas  Crar.e,  born  'May  9,  1777,  died  in  Dalton,'  June  20,  1845, 
married.  N"o-»'eniber  30.  1809,  Lucin.da  Brewer,  }x)rn  1788,  died  ]\Iay 
2.  1872,  aetat.  84,  daughter  of  Gains  and  Lucretia  (Babcock)  Brewer, 
of  Wiibrahani. 

Wlicn  he  had  to  choose  his  life  employnient,  he  went  to  his  brother 
Stephen  and  learned  the  rudiments  of  the  business  of  pa[)cr  making, 
tlien  he  went  to  Worcester  and  completed  his  studies  in  the  mill  of 
General  Burbank.  In  1799  he  started  westward  on  horseback  in  search 
of  a  suitable  location.  At  Springfield  he  found  a  mill  established  be- 
fore 1788,  probably  by  Eleazer  \\'right,  and  went  further  west  until 
he  reached  the  upper  Housatonic,  and  passed  his  first  night  in  Berk- 
shire at  an  inn  near  the  border  line  between  Dalton  and  Pittsfield,  not 
far  from  where  his  sons,  Zenas  Ab  and  James  B.,  afterward  built  fine 
mansions,  and  where  the  Crane  mills  are  still  turning  out  products  that 
have  a  worldwide  as  Vvel!  as  a  national  fame. 

In  1799  Dalton  had  nearly  one  th(jusand  inhabitants,  chiefl\-  en- 
gaged in  agriculture,  among  tliem  were  such  men  as  William  Williams, 
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son  of  the  distingiiished  lo>~xiIift.  Cc;lnnel  and  Jr.dcre  Is^rael  AA'illiams, 
of  Hatfield,  and  a  cousin  of  Ephraim  Williams,  founder  ot  \\'illian:s 
College,  who  enirusted  to  him  chiefly  the  execution  of  his  plans;  Cal- 
vin Waldo,  a  graduate  of  Dartsmcaith,  and  a  prominent  lawyer;  Dr. 
Perez  !Marsh.  a  graduate  of  Ilar^ar'!.  and  a  county  judge;  and  other 
men  cf  like  character.  At  that  time  the  nearest  mills  were  at  Spring- 
field, Massachusetts ;  Bennington,  \'crmont ;  Troy,  New  York ;  and 
Hartford,  Connecticut.  While  the  site  was  selected  in  1799,  the  mill 
was  not  built  until  the  spring  of  1801.  as  is  shown  by  the  following 
advertisement  in  the  PittsUdd  Siai  of  February  8,  1801  : 

"  Americans ! 

"Encourage  your  own  Manufactories,  and  tlicy  will  improve. 
"  Ladies,  fave  your  RAGS. 
'•'  As  the  Subfcribcrs  have  it  in  contemplation  to  erect  a  PAPER- 
MILL  in  Da! ton,  tlie  enfuing  fpring;  and  the  bufiness  being  \t\ry  ben- 
eficial to  the  community  at  large,  they  flatter  fhemfelves  that  they  shall 
meet  with  due  encouragement.  And  that  every  woman,  who^  ha^  the 
good  of  her  country,  and  tlie  intercft  of  her  own  family  at  heart  will 
patronize  them,  by  faving  th.eir  rags,  and  fending  them  to.  their  }vlanu- 
factory,  or  to  the  neareft  Storekeeper — for  which  the  Subfcribcrs  will 
erive  a  generous  price. 

EIENRY  WIS  WALL. 
ZENAS  CRANE, 
JOHN  WILLARD. 

Worccfter,  Feb.  8,  1801." 

!Martin  Chamberlain,  a  son  of  Joseph,  who  w  as  an  early  settler  of 
the  town,  was  at  first  apparently  skeptical,  and  would  give  only  r>ral 
pennission  to  erect  a  building  and  make  the  e.vperiment,  but  finally  (  De- 
cember 25,  1801)  executed  a  deed  to  Henry  Wiswell,  Zenas  Crane  and 
Daniel  Gilbert  for  about  fourteen  acres  of  land,  with  a  paper  mill  and 
appendages  thereon  -standing,  ior  Si 94.  Gilbert  had  taken  the  [ilace 
of  John  Vv'illard.    The  building  v.as  a  one-vat  mill,  and  its  main  part 
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wns  of  two  stories,  of  which  tlie  upper  one  was  used  as  a  drying  loft. 
Its  capacity  was  twentv  posts,  a  post  being-  one  hundred  and  twent}--five 
sheets  of  pa\x^r.  When  the  mill  started  t'lcre  were  two  weekly  news- 
papers in  the  county,  and  one  of  them  purchased  much  of  its  supply 
from  this  mill.  In.  1779  tliere  were  only  five  ix3Stoffices  in  Berkshire 
couniy.  and  in  1801  only  seven.  The  nearest  one  to  Daltuti  was  at 
Pittsficld,  where  'Mr.  Crane  received  his  mail  matter  until  18 12,  when 
the  DaJton  postofirice  was  established. 

]\Ir.  Crane  conducted  the  mill  since  known  as  the  Old  Berkshire  "' 
until  1807,  \\hen  he  sold  his  undivided  third  to  his  partner,  Wiswell, 
and  vrent  into  the  mercantile  business  in  the  eastern  part  of  town,  in 
which  he  continued  until  1810.  In  that  year  (April  28),  he.  bought 
David  Carson's  interest  in  v.-hat  was  later  knov^  n  as  the  "  Old  Red 
Mill,'"  which  was  run  for  a  time  hy  Crane.  Wiswell,  Chamherlin  and 
Cole  until  1822,  when  Mr.  Crane,  who  had  from  the  date  of  his  purchase 
been  superintendent  and  chief  m;inager.  became  sole  owner.  In  1842  he 
transferred  his  interest  in  the  Old  Red  !Mill  to  his  sons,  Zenas  Marshall 
and  James  Brewer,  who  were  already  his  partners.  That  year  the  B. 
&  A.  railroad  was  opened.  In  the  fall  of  1870  the  mill  was  burned, 
but  was  rebuilt.  In  1879  ^'""^  fi^""'  ^^^'^^  av.-arded  the  contract  for  sup-' 
plying  the  United  States  government  with  paper  for  bank  bills.  United 
States  bonds,  etc.  To  fill  this  contract  the  firm,  bought  the  brick  mill 
which  had  .been  built  a  fev;  years  before  by  Thomas  Colt,  in  Pittsfield, 
very  near  the  Dalton  line,  not  far  from  the  site  of  the  inn  where  the  first 
Zenas  Crane  passed  'his  first  night  in  Berkshire.  It  is  now  known  as 
the  Government  IMill.  Several  of  its  employees  are  detailed  from  the 
Treasury  Department  at  Washington,  and  not  the  slightest  irregularity 
has  ever  com^e  to  light,  such  is  the  perfection  of  the  system  employed. 

The  introduction  of  silk  threads  into  the  fibre  of  the  paper  was  the 
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discover}-  of  Zena?  A[a.rsi;.:ill  Crane,  in  1846,  !jut  he  did  not  apply  fur  a 
])ateiil  at  the  time,  although  his  idea  was  ad.-'pted  by  several  state  l)aiiks. 
T\\erit^-  years  later,  when  the  United  States  government  adopted  tlie 
plan,  an  Englishman  endeavored  to  establish  a  claim  as  the  patentee.  Imt 
the  fact  that  ti)e  state  banks  conld  show  issues  made  by  thcn.i  at  an  earlier 
date  saved  the  government  much  more  in  royalties  than  an}-  profit  the 
Cranes  ma.y  liave  recei\ed. 

In  1S50  the  lirm  of  Crane  &  Wilson  leased  a  stone  factory  which 
had  been  liuilt  in  1836  as  a  woolen  factory,  between  the  C)!d  Red  Mill 
and  the  Government  Mill,  the  youngest  son  of  the  pioneer.  Seymour 
Crane,  being  then  a  member  of  the  firm.  In  1865  the  property  was 
rented  by  Zenas  Crane,  Jr.,  the  eldest  son  of  Zenas  M.  Crane.  The 
mill  was  burned  ^Nlay  15.  1877,  and  rebuilt  on  a  larger  scale,  and  has 
since  been  operated  by  Z.  and  W.  3.1.  Crane. 

iMr.  Crane  was  several  times  in  the  legislature  after  181 1.  and  was 
in  the  executive  council  in  1836-37  with  Governor  Everitt.  Xovemb.er 
30,  1809,  lie  married  Lucinda  Brewer,  daughter  of  Gains  and  Lucretia 
(Babcock)  Bre-Aer.  of  V,'ilbrahani,  ^lassachusetts.  The  children  of 
Zenas  and  Luciuila  (Brewer)  Crane  were  : 

1.  Lucinda,  born  IMarch  19,  181 3. 

2.  Zenas  Marshall,  boni  January  21,  1815;  married  Caroline  E. 
Lathn:  marned  (second)  Louise  F.  Laflin. 

3.  James  Brewer,  burn  April  31,  18 17,  married  Eliza  B.  Thonir>- 
son;  married  (second)  ^lary  E.  Goodrich. 

4.  Lindley  Murray.  lx)rn  March  17,  1822. 

5.  Seymour,  born  September  16,  1826. 

In  1S47,  Lindley  3viurray.  third  son  of  Zenas  Crane,  established  a 
mill  at  Ballston  Spa.  Xew  York,  where  he  died,  1879.  Rol^ert  B.  and 
James,  sons  of  James  B.  Crane,  as  Crane  Brothers,  estaljHshed  paper 
mil's  at  Westfield,  }irassachusett5. 
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ZEXAS  .MARSHALL  CRANE. 

Zonas  Marshall  Crane,  second  chilil  and  eldest  son  of  Zenas  and 
Liicinda  (  Brewer)  Crane,  whose  history  appears  in  the  Crane  family 
sketch  whicli  precedes  this  in  the  work,  v.as  l>:)rn  January  21,  1815.  in 
Dalton.  ^Lassachufctts. 

Zenas  M.  Crane  was  a  man  whose  name  will  not  fade  as  long-  as 
Berkshire  has  a  history,  as  he  was  a  maker  of  tlic  histor\-  of  this  county. 
His  life  was  an  ideal  one.  and  success  was  his  in  everything  he  under- 
took. As  a  papier  manufacturer  he  had  n(>  peer  in  ^lassachusetts  or  any- 
wlierc  else  in  this  country.  But  it  is  nC't  alone  as  a  paper  maker  that  he 
was  strong.  He  had  a  large  brain  and  a  large  heart,  was  strong  in 
intellect,  in  symp^ithy,  in  evciything  which  goes  to  mtike  up  the  best  in 
man  which  we  call  character.  There  was  no  sham  about  him,  nothing 
which  could  be  criticised  as  on  a  low  plane.  He  never  reached  down 
except  to  grasp  the  hand  of  the  ^owly  who  needed  lifting  up.  He  was 
always  reaching  for  those  tilings  which  are  known  as  the  good,  the  true 
and  the  beautiful.  It  was  ~not  in  his  nature  to  do  a  man  a  wrong,  and 
there  is  evidence  ori  even-  hand  to  show  that  all  these  elevating  ch.ar- 
acteristics  were  true  of  him.  The  living  mei'i  and  women  who  were 
employed  in  the  Crane  paper  mills  in  Dalton  during. any  part  of  the  time 
while  he  conducted  them  are  ever  ready  to  speak  of  his  kindness  and 
generosity,  and  those  who  have  passed  over  to  the  majority  were  never 
heard  to  say  anything  derogatory  of  the  man  who  had  for  so  many 
years  employed  them  at  good  wages,  had  Iwked  after  them  when  tliey 
were  sick  or  unfortunate,  who  never  turned  any  of  them  away  unless 
it  was  for  some  great  misdeed  v.hich  could  not  be  overlooked. 

Xothing  shows  the  staunch,  stable  worth  of  a  man  better  than  the 
nxauntr  in  which  he  treats  his  employees  year  after  year,  and  the  whole 
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great  arniv  of  Lhose  avIto  were  employed  Vf\-  him  ?^\d  his  iin.ither  for 
so  mr.ny  years,  if  their  tongnes  could  speak,  would  rise  up  call  him 
blessed.  But  in  a  much  broader  sense  should  Zcnas  M.  Crane  be  spoken 
of  in  this  connection.  Outside  of  his  business  affairs  he  wa^^  a  man 
who  lielri  a  high  raid  honored  portion.  The  paper  trade  from  one  end 
of  ilris  country-  to  the  other  knew  him  to  be  a  man  of  the  highest  integ- 
rity and  tire  strictest  honesty.  The  men  who  had  dealings  with  him  in 
the  paper  business  knev.-  tliat  wlien  he  told  them  he  would  manufacture 
for  them  a  paper  of  a  certain  quality  that  it  wonld  not  fall  belnw  the 
grade  he  had  promised.  In  short,  he  was  a  man  of  Ins  word  not  only 
in  business  but  in  all  tilings  whiciT  pertained  to  his  long  and  e\-entful  life. 
He  was  not  grasping  in  business  by  any  means. 

His  cliarities  were  far  greater  than  anyone  knew  about.  One  of 
the  most  lasting  monunients  to  his  memory  is  tlie  Old  Larlies"  Home  in 
Pittsfield,  ^lassachusetts.  This  substantial  and  artistic  brick  structure, 
v.-hich  is  one  of  the  ornament^  to  South  street,  was  given  by  him..  There 
was,  however,  no  provision  in  his  will  for  it.  In  conversation  \\  ith  his 
sons,  only  a  short  time  before  his  death,  he  expressed  a  wish  to  drmate 
to  liis  native  county  such  a  home.  He  made  it  so  plain  to  them  that 
he  intended  to  leave  such  a  provision  in  his  will,  that  after  his  death  his 
family  made  known  his  wish,  and  determined  to  carry  out  his  desire. 
The  result  was  the  erection  of  this  Berkshire  County  Home  for  Aged 
Women.  It  may  be  said  here  tliat  the  great  regard  and  deep  love  his 
widow  and  cliildren  cherish  for  him  found  expression  in  carrying  out 
to  the  very  letter  his  idea  to  establish  this  beautiful  home  for  the  old 
ladies  of  the  county  of  Berkshire,  which  not  only  those  who  have  a 
very  comfortable  hime  within  its  walls  appreciate,  but  which  the  in- 
.ha.bitants  of  the  whole  county  are  very  proud  of  and  greatly  admire. 
A  bequest  of  ]Mr.  Crane's  was  a  sum.  of  $5,000  to  the  House  of  Mercy, 
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Pittsfield.  He  lived  in  a  g-encrm?  stvle,  hi^  house  and  s'i'"i-iii''>  heing- 
ainono-  the  most  attrricrive  in  oevk-l-iire.  He  was  a  g-ond  entertainer, 
phhnugh  not  on  wliat  might  he  called  an  elal^orate  scale. 

In  politics  he  vvas  in  his  earl}-  years  an  ardent  "\Miig.  When  the 
Repul-licaii  partv  was  f'--.mded  :a  1856  he  became  one  of  its  mosl  zealous 
menihcrs.  and  was  ccnnected  with  tV.at  party  during  the  reniainder  ni  his 
Hie.  He  was  one  of  tlie  Icad.ers  of  this  party  not  onh'  in  his  nati\-e 
county,  but  throughout  ilie  state  of  }>Ias?achusetts.  The  part_\-  honored 
him  bv  sending  him  to  the  state  senate,  to  which  h,e  was  elected  in  1856 
antl  1857.  It  cannot  be  said  that  he  was  ambitious  politicall}-.  as  he 
rather  assisted  other  men  in  the  party  to  succeed  in  securing  political 
offices  than  to  he  elected  himself.  He  was  a  staunch  friend  of  the  late 
.Senator  Dawes,  and  whene\-er  the  latter  was  a  candidate  for  congress- 
man he  \va5  one  of  the  most  influential  'men  in  the  district  to  further 
liis  interests.  Mr.  Crane  was  a  lifelong  political  and  persrmal  friend  of 
the  late  Judge  James  Fvobinson.,  of  North  Adams,  and  when  the  latter 
came  to  Pitt.sfleld  to  hold  probate  C(jurt,  'Mr.  Crane  usually  came  in 
from  Daltor.  and  they  would  spend  an  hour  together  delightfully,  usually 
talking  over  political  matters  and  indulging  in  reminiscences.  These 
conversations  often  resulted  in  furnishing  Judge  Robinsoui  themes  for 
editorials  in  his  XortJi  Adams  Transcript.  This  was  especially  true 
during  the  administration  of  President  Cle\"e!and,  when  Judge  Robin- 
son was  editorially  delivering  those  memorable  philippics  against  the 
l)resident. 

Mr.  Crane  took  the  liveliest  interest  in  the  war  of  the  rebellion. 
During  the  administration  of  Governor  Andrev.s  he  was  a  meml:;er  of 
the  executive  council  in  1862  and  1863,  and  in  this  position  he  exhibited 
qualities  of  sound  sense,  business  ability  and  adherence  to  principle 
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whicli  sO  strongly  cliaracterizcd  him  in  private  life  anci  assisted  ihc  "  Avar 
g-cve:"Uor grealiv  during  tln'St  trying  times  of  the  nation. 

It  is  not  to  he  wondered  at  that  'Slv.  Crane  \\  as  a  great  lover  of 
the  ■■  Berkshire  Hills,"  as  he  spent  his  whule  life  among  Ihcrn.  His 
father.  Zer;as  Crane,  removed  from  his  nati\-e  tov/n  of  Canton,  in  Xor- 
fo!k  county,  to  Dalton  in  iSoi.  Here  he  built  the  first  paper  mill  west 
of  the  Connecticut  river,  and  became  well  established  in  his  business. 
He  was  a  man  of  wide  and  general  information,  and  had  such  sterling 
business  ability  that  properly  crowned  his  efforts  in  the  jiaper  making 
business  from  the  first.  Under  the  training  and  teaching  of  such' a 
father,  the  mind  and  character  of  Zenns  'M.  Crane  was  formed.  The 
father  gave  him  and  his  younger  brother,  James  Brewer  Crane,  a 
thorough  business  education,  including  a  minute  knowledge  of  the  de- 
tails of  the  pajicr  manufacturing  as  it  was  at  that  early  time  conducted. 
In  1842  the  father  transferred  the  business  to  his  sons.  Zenas  M.  and 
James  B.,  and  they,  like  their  father,  were  successful  to  such  a  degree 
that  they  were  obliged  to  enlarge  the  plant  from  time  to  time.  The 
Cranes  always  made  "  lionest  paper,"  and  the  product  has  always  stood 
high  in  the  market.  r^Itich  of  their  succe'^s  was  due  to  the  fact  that 
they  ahvays  had  the  most  modern  machinery,  but  the  great  business 
ability  and  manufacturing  skill  of  the  senior  partner  must  not  be  over- 
looked. During  the  course  of  'Mr.  Crane's  business  life  a  great  many 
inventions  changed  the  process  of  paper  making,  and  many  of  them 
were  the  results  of  his  own  ingenuity.  He  invented  an  attachment  to 
the  Fotirdrinier  machine  to  regulate  the  flow  of  paper  and  create  an 
even  surface,  and  in  1846  a  way  of  introducing  into  the  fibre  of  bank 
bills  numbers  corresponding  to  their  value  to  prevent  the  raising  of 
their  denomination  without  detection.  He  did  not  apply  for  a  patent 
oil  the  latter  ingenious  contrivance,  but  some  twenty  years  later,  when 
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the  national  banking  system  was  estaWislicd,  the  practical  men  at  the 
head  of  tinancial  affairs  adopted  a  plan  essentially  the  same  as  .Mr. 
Crane's,  to  prevent  the  coinitcr feiting-  of  the  paper.  Soon  after  the 
o-overnnienc  had  adopted  Mr.  Crane's  ideas  in  this  regard,  an  Knglish- 
m;m  came  to  XA'ashinglon  claiming  the  invention.  l;ut  as  bank  bills  in 
the  ^lahaine  Bank  in  Great  Barrington  and  some  (jthcrs  had  adopted 
Mr.  Cranes  invention  long  before  the  date  of  the  Englishman's  patent, 
it  saved  the  government  from  paying  the  foreigner  royalty.  If  ^In. 
Crane  had  secured  patents  on  his  various  inventions  they  would  un- 
dou'Dtedly  have  brought  to  him  a  large  fortune  in  themselves.  By 
neglecting  to  do  so  other  paper  manufacturers  profited  by  thcni  without 
extra  cost  of  paying  royalties. 

Mr.  Crane  married.  August  29,  1839,  Caroline  E.  Laflin,  of  Lee. 
Massachusetts.  l>jrn  May  31.  1818,  died  January  16,  1S49.  ^'^^  mar- 
ried (second)  Louise  F.  Laflin.  born  July  i,  1830.  sister  of  his  first 
wife.  His  children  arc:  Zenas,  born  December  6.  1840.  married 
Ellen  J.  Kittredge:  Kate  F.,  born  October  17.  1843:  Caroline  L.,  boin 
April  26,  1851:  \Mnth.rop  ^Murray,  l>jrn  April  23,  1852,  married  Mary 
Benner.    l\Ir.  Crane  died  ]Njarch  12,  1887. 

JAMES  BREWER  CRANE. 

James  Brewer  Crane,  who  succeeded  to  a  share  in  his  father's  busi- 
ness as  heretofore  narrated,  was  the  third  child  and  second  son  of  Zenas 
and  Lucinda  (Brewer)  Crane,  born  in  Dalton,  ^Massachusetts,  April  30, 
1817,  August  4,  1891.    He  married    (first)    Eliza  Barlow 

Thompson,  of  Dalton,  and  (second)  Mary  F.  Goodrich,  who  died  Octo- 
ber 10.  1904.  (For  her  ancestrv'  see  below.)  He  had  four  children  by 
his  first  wife: 
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1.  Robert  B.  •  ' 

2.  Tames. 

3.  Lizzie  L.,  avIio  marridl  Dr.  Wiliiair,  L.  Paddock,  a  leading 
phvsician  of  Pittsfield. 

4.  Tennie  L,.  who  married  Dr.  Fraiilc  M.  Couch,  a  prominent 
physician  in  Dalton. 

By  his  second  Avife,  James  B.  Grange  had  : 

Frederick  G..  who  married  Rose  Pad'l-.ck.  daughter  of  the  late 
Dr.  Frank  K.  Paddock,  of  Pittsfield.  and  ihrough  her  mother  a  grand- 
daughter of  Dr.  John  Todd,  one  of  the  lea(hng  clerg\-men  of  his  day. 
Frederick  G.  Crane  succeeded  to  his  father's  share  in  tlie  business  of 
Crane  &:  Co. 

6.  }»IolHe.  who  married  the  Rev.  Herbert  S.  Johnson,  now  a  well 
known  Baptist  minister  in  Boston. 

Besides  generous  gifts  to  public  instituticais  in  his  lifetime,  ^'Ir. 
Crane  left  in  . his  will  815.000  to  the  Plome  for  Aged  Women,  and  Sio.- 
coo  to  tb.e  Mouse  of  3-Iercy,  both  in  Pittsheld,  besides  S22.000  for  public 
purposes  not  nanied. 

The  Goodrich  family,  of  \vhich  the  late  ^^Irs.  Aviary  E.  Crane  was  a 
member,  had  its  Atnerican  founder  in  the  person  of  'William  Goodrich 
(i),  Ujrn  in  England,  probably  in  or  near  Bury  street,  Edmunds,  county 
of  Suffolk,  who  presumably  came  to  America  with  his  brother  John  as 
early  as  1643.  '^'''^  hrst  entry  on  tlie  Connecticut  records  is  Oct(jber 
4.  1648.  the  date  of  his  marriage  to  .Sarah  Marwin.  She  came  in  the 
ship  ''Increase''  froin  London  in  1635,  at  the  age  of  three  years,  with 
her  father.  Zvfatthew  ]^Iarwin,  her  motiier  Elizabeth,  and  one  brother 
and  three  sisters.  MattheAv  ^lanvin  was  in  PLirtford,  Connecticut,  in 
1638,  an  original  proprietor.  He  was  one  oi  the  original  grantees  of 
Xorwalk,  Cor.necticut.  settled  there  in  1653,  and  was  a  representati\-e 
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the  next  venr.  He  had  rliree  nime  cliildreii  Iiorn  in  Hartford.  Tn 
Hartford  he  Hved  on  the  corner  of  \'il!agc  (now  Pleafanf)  and  h'ront 
streets.  Sarah  was  christened  at  Great  Bentley.  in  England.  Decem- 
ber 21,  1631.  wdiere  'ner  father  had  been  baptized,  at  St.  ]\[ary's  Ginrch, 
March  26.  1700.  Her'  mother.  Elizabcili,  was  born  in  1604.  Great 
Bentley  is  sixty-two  miles  from  London,  on  the  Tendring-  Hundred 
branch  of  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  in  county  Essex. 

r^Iatthew  Marwin  was  a  sen  of  Edward  and  >Jargarct,  grandson  of 
Reinold  and  Jc'hn.  and  descended  from  Roger  }\lerwyn,  who  was  born  as 
carlv  a?  1430  and  left  a  wife  Matilda.  His  will,  written  in  Eatin.  is 
recorded  at  Ipswich,  coiinty  of  Suffolk.  He  directed  tliat  his  body 
should  be  buried  there  in  the  parish  churcli  at  Si.  Stephen's,  which  is  one 
of  the  oldest  churches  in  Ipswich,  and  is  inentioned  in  "  Domesday 
Book."  ^luch  interesting  matter  may  be  f<iund  in  the  Marwin  Eng- 
lish Ancestry/'  published  in  1900  by  William  I.  R.  ]\Iar^\in. 

Wiuiam  GcKxlrich  fi)  was  admitted  a  freeman  of  Connecticut  in 
1656,  and  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Wetherstleld,  w^as  a  deputy  to 
the  general  court  at  Hartford.  3.1ay  15.  16C2,  and  one  of  the  grand 
jury.  He  wa5  apjjointcd  ei'sign  of  the  train  band  at  Wethersfield  in 
1663,  and  is  called  "  Ensign  "  William  Goodrich  in  iGyG,  just  after  the 
close  of  King  Philip's  war.  He  died  in  1676  and  his  widow  married 
(^second)  Captain  William  Curtis,  of  Stratford,  and  died  in  1702. 
Goodwin's  "  Genealogical  Notes  "  state  that  William  and  John  Good- 
rich v.'ere  first  at  Watertown,  ^[assachusetts,  coming  to  Wethersfield 
v.'ith  the  first  com-settlers  al^wut  163C1.  William  Goodrich  had  nine 
children. 

John  Goodrich  (2)  son  of  William  Goodrich,  was  bcrn  May  20. 
1653,  ^-^^^  September  5.  1730.  He  married,  March  28,  ir)78,  Re- 
becca Alien,  who  was  born  Eebruary.  1660.  daughtei-  of  Captni::  J  hn 
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and  Sarah  Allen,  of  Charlestown,  :vlassachiisetts.  Cnptain  John  Allen 
lived  in  Wethersfiekl.  Connecliciit.  He  came  from  the  county  of  Kent, 
Englan.d,  in  1635.  in  the  ship  "  Abigail."'  w  ith  his  wife  Ann,  each  of 
the  age  of  thirtv  year^.  Ann  died  and  he  married  Sarah  as  his  second 
\vifc.  He  joined  the  cb.nrch  May  22,  1641.  v/as  admitted  freeman  in 
Tune,  1642,  was  of  the  artillery  company  in  1630.  was  tlie  wealthiest  man 
in  the  town  in  1657.  and  captain  and  representative  in  1668.  He  died 
:\Iarch  27,  1675.  John  and  Rebecca  Goodrich  had  nine  children.  The 
seventh  \\  as : 

Allyn  Goodrich  (3^  born  at  Wethersfiekl,  Connecticut.  November 
13.  1690.  died  April  S,  1764.  He  married,  December  29.  1709,  Eliza- 
beth Goodrich,  vrho  was  born  Xovember  19,  1691,  and  died  at  Farming- 
ton,  Connecticut,  August  25.  1726.  daughter  of  Colonel  David  and 
Hannah  (VVrigh.t)  Goodrich..  Colonel  David  Goodrich  was  born  May 
4,  1667,  a  son  of  William  (i).  so  that  Allyn  and  Elizalx^th  were  cousins; 
he  was  a  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  old  Frenclr  w^ar.  Allyn  Goodrich 
married  (second)  December  10,  1729,  Hannah  Seymour,  who  was  born 
March  28,  1707,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Hannah  (North)  Seymour. 
Mr.  Goodrich  settled  first  in  W'ethersficld.  but  removed  to  that  part  of 
Farmington  called  Great  Sv\-amp  Village,"'  where  he  was  a  blacksmith. 
He  had  seven  children  by  his  first  wife,  and  two  by  the  second.  Flis 
second  child  was: 

Elisha  GcKjdrich  (4),  born  September  2,  1712.  He  married  No- 
vem.lxrr  21.  1734,  Rebecca  Seymour,  wlio  was  b^rn  June  25.  171 1, 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Flannah  (North)  Seymour,  and  sister  to  his 
stepmother.  Samuel  Seymour  and  his  wife  were  original  members  of 
the  church  in  Kensington.  Connecticut,  tlien  called  the  "  Secc^nd  Church 
in  Farmington,"  which  included  Kensington  at  that  time.  Mr.  Sey- 
mour was  son  of  Richard  and   Hannah    (Woodruff)    Seymour,  and 
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g-randson  of  Richard  Seymour,  one  of  ihe  orig-inal  proprietors  of  Hart- 
ford in  1639. 

Elisha  Goodrich  ^4),  was  on  tlie  "'town  Hst  "  of  Pittsfield,,  No- 
vember 16,  17;-,  witli  a  faniily  of  four  persons,  and  with  his  wife 
Reb^ca,  was  admitted  to  tlte  church  June  5,.  1722.  He  had  two  chil- 
dren.   The  second  was : 

Josiah  Goodrich  (5),  born  at  XA'efhersfield,  Connecticut,  Januaiw 
15.  1740.  died  at  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  October  24.  179S.  He 
married,  September  10.  1767.  Rutli  Gilbert,  who  was  born  August  14, 
1743,  and  died  August  4,  1777.  He  married  (second)  in  Wethersfield, 
Connecticut.  February  25,  1779.  widow  Abigail  (Wolcott)  Wright,  who 
was  b-orn  In  W'ethersheld.  Connecticut,  April  21,  1752,  and  died  at 
South  Kadley,  Massachusetts,  December  24,  183 1.  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Mar\-  (Wyatt)  Wolcott;  her  first  husband  was  Levi  Wright,  to 
whom  slie  was  married  January  30.  1772.  Cliurch  records  in  Pittsfield 
show  that  Josiah  Goodrich  v.as  admitted  as  a  member,  September, 
1 78 1,  bv  letter  from  church  in  Glastonbury,  Connecticut.  They  also 
show  that  Josiah  Goodrich,  and  Abigail,  his  wife,  were  admitted  March 
2.  1794.  ^Ir.  Goodrich  had  one  child  by  his  first  wife  and  -even  by 
the  second  wife.    His  fifth  child,  the  fourth  b}  his  second  wife,  was: 

Levi  Goodrich  (G),  Ix-m  in  Pittsfield,  ]\Ia5sa.chusetts.  Deceml:>er  9, 
1785,  and  died  August  8.  iS'SS.  He  married,  February  27,  1S06. 
Wealthy  AMiitney.  who  was  born  Lanuary  6,  17SS,  and  died  July  24, 
1858.  daughter  of  Joshua  an'!  Anna  (Ashley)  Whitney,  of  Pittsfield. 
The  family  Bible  calls  hi.m  Zevi  Wright,  but  other  records  have  the 
name  Levi.  He  and  his  v.'ife  were  admitted  to  the  Congregational 
church  m  1832.  and  lived  at  Pittsfield.  Pie  was  an  active  and  success- 
ful business  man,  as  a  fai-nier,  builder  and  contractor.  He  had  contracts 
on  the  Harlem,  Housatonic.  Western  and  North  Adams  railroads.  He 
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was  many  tiuios  called  to  hold  oiTice.  and  \\-ielded  a  g^reat  influence  in 
town  affairs.    He  had  ten  children,  of  whom  the  third  v/as ; 

Xoah  \\'hitney  Goodrich  (7).  born  in  Pittsheld,  Massachusetts, 
May  17.  iSii,  and  died  January  9.  1875.  He  married,  Septemher  16, 
1832.  Abie^-ail  Porlcr  Goodrich,  born  Novenihcr  28,  181 2.  died  Septem- 
ber 2.  189T,  daughter  of  Butler  ajul  Lydia  (Wdiite)  Goodrich.  He 
lived  on  Sunim.er  street  in  Piitstleld,  and  with  his  wife  was  admitted 
to  the  Congregational  church  in  1832.  Ha\-ing  ^^cni  his  life  in  Pitts- 
field  he  wa>  well  acquainted  with  its  history,  and  was  regarded  as  an 
authoritv  in  the  matter  of  roads  and  boundaries.  While  he  was  de- 
scended froni  William  Gc^odrich,  the  settler,  through  his  son  John,  his 
wife  was  descended  through  another  son,  Ephraim,  whose  wife  was 
Sarah  Treat,  daughter  of  Richard  Treat  and  grand-daughter  of  Richard 
Treat,  an  early  settler  in  Wefhersfield.  Ephraim  Go'jdrich  had  a  son 
Gideon,  vho  married  Sarah,  and  he  had  Caleb,  who  married  Huldah 
Butler,  and  they  were  th.e  parents  of  Butler  Goodrich,  whose  wife  was 
Lvdia  ^\'hite.  Ncah  W.  Goodrich  and  his  wife  were  fourth  cousins. 
Lydia  White  was  descended  from  Elder  John  White,  who  came  from 
England  in  the  ship  "Lion"  in  1632.  settled  in  Cambridge,  Massa- 
chusetts, but  removed  to  Hartford,  Connecticut,  in  1636.  Lydia 
White's  father,  Ebenezcr,  leased  the  mill  privilege  near  Elm  street  in 
Pittsfield,  in  1778.  Pie  was  admitted  to  the  church  in  1776,  and  his 
wife  Abigail  (Porter)  in  1774.  She  was  daughter  of  Abraham  Por- 
ter, of  Hartford.  Cc-nnecticut.  Xoah  W.  Gcjodrich  had- the  fc)llowing 
children,  all  bom  in  Piltsfiehl :  1.  Harriet,  born  June  6,  1834;  2. 
Levi  W.,  born  V.iy  31.  1836.  married  Alice  Battle;  3.  ]\[ary  E.,  born 
June  21,  1838,  married  Jam.es  B.  Crane;  4.  L\(lia  L..  born  August  24, 
1840,  married  William  II.  Cooley ;  5.  I^ydia  W..  born  September  i, 
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1842,  married  John  Feeley:  0.  Frank  Hinsdale,  hern  April  7,  1846. 
married  Elda  Hoyt;  7.  Fanny,  born  V.-ay  4.  1855,  married  Frank  A. 

Rohbini.  ______    ■ 

WIXTfTROr  ^[URRAY  CRAXE. 

The  achievements  of  reprcscntative^  of  the  Crane  family  in  the 
nianutaciuring  world  and  their  service^  in  the  coiincils  of  the  state  have 
had  their  natural  culmination  in  these  opening  years  of  tlie  Twentieth 
Centurv  in  the  appointment  of  Hon.  Winth.rop  ?\lurray  Crane  to  the 
senate  of  the  Cnited  States  as  successor  to  that  venerable  statesman, 
the  late  George  F.  Hc-ar. 

In  this  dawning  of  the  new  centm-y.  too,  his  resourcefulness  as  a 
business  mail  has  been  recognized  by  his  election  to  a  number  of  import- 
ant directorates.  These  responsibilities,  in  conjunction  with  extensive 
paper  making,  large  property  and  other  important  interests,  constitute 
the  gentleman  in  question  one  of  the  most  interesting  figures  in  this  most 
interesting  national  era  in  both  the  ffolitical  and  tbe  Inisiness  world. 
That  Senator  Crane  owes  much  to  heredity  for  the  distinction  and  suc- 
cesses which  he  has  attained,  the  records  of  the  Crane  family  herein 
con.tained  serve  to  demonstrate  conclusively,  and  he  would  1  e  the  first 
to  admit,  indeed,  he  has  many  times  with  characteristic  modesty  and 
filial  dev;.tion  in.sisted  that  the  honors  thrust  upon  him  were  practically 
so  many  testimonials  to  the  worth  of  bo-fh  father  and  grandfather  of 
unusual  business  capacity  an;l  enterprise,  of  uncompromising  integrity, 
and  of  generally  recognized  public  and  private  usefulness. 

That  W.  Murray  Crane  has  d'jue  much  more  than  to  sim])l\'  pre- 
serve untarnished  the  excellence  of  the  family  name  is,  hriwe\er,  current 
history,  anr!  ihe  details  of  his  personal  career  have  an  entirely  indiv  idual 
as  well  as  an  extremely  al  .-orbing  intertst.    He  was  b<.rn.  where  he 
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hp.-  resi'le.'l  thr; 'iigb.oul  iiis  life,  in  Dalbxi,  ]\[assaclui';ett5,  April  23, 
185J.  r.ttciiuci!  the-  ])ul)!ic  ?chc»uls  oi  W\>  iiarivc  county,  and  the  academies 
al  W'ilbraham  and  Ea.stirampton,  and  then  eniered  hi.s  father's  mills  to 
learn  the  paper  making-  bu.-!ness.  This  accom[)lished  in  due  course 
vitli  a  thorougiiness  subsequently  demon.strated.  he  then  gave  his  in- 
ceptive evidence  of  diplomatic  ability  by  obtaining-  at  Washington, 
Avhither  he  had  gone  on  his  own  initiati\-e,  the  government  bank-note 
paper  contract  Vvhich  the  Crane  establishment  has  held  for  nearly  thirty 
years.  This  contract  secured  he  succeeded,  after  one  month's  personal 
work  in  an  old  mill  turned  o\er  to  him  by  his  father  for  experimental 
purposes,  in  perfecting  a  paper  product  that  has  fully  satisfied  the  re- 
quirements of  the  government  for  bank-note  purposes. 

Until  1892  V.'.  Murray  Crane  v^■as  not  known  in  politics.  That 
year  he  was  made  a  delegate  to  tlie  Republican  national  convention,  and 
was  reluctlantly  persuaded  to  accept  the  place  of  national  crjuimitteeman 
from  Massachusetts.  He  speedil}'  came  to  exercise  a  strong  influence 
on  the  committee,  and  s')  his  political  career  began.  In  1896  he  was 
the  manager  of  ihe  Reed  forces  in  the  St.  Louis  convention,  to  which  he 
was  a  delegate.  In  1897  he  was  elected  licutenant-go\'ern(jr,  and  was 
re-elected  in  1898  and  1899.  The  next  year  he  was  elected  governor, 
and  held  the  state's  chief  office  for  tlirce  years.  After  Theodore  Roose- 
velt was  called  to  the  duties  of  the  presidency  by  the  death  of  President 
^[cK.inley,  he  early  sought  the  counsel  of  Afr.  Crane.  The  two  men 
have  maintained  close  relations,  and  the  president  invited  the  governor 
of  Massachusetts  to  become  secretary  of  the  treasury,  which  offer  was 
declined,  as  was  a  tender  of  the  navy  portfolio.  In  1902  Governor 
Crane  was  in  the  carriage  with  Presideiit  Roosevelt  when  the  lyodyguard 
of  the  latter  was  killed  by  the  car  collision  in  Pittsfield.    Mr.  Crane 
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wa'^  a  meinher  of  llie  Republican  national  committee,  and  one  of  Islx. 
Corielyou's  advisers  in  tlie  condiuct  of  the  national  camp:ug:n  of  1904. 

.On  the  1 2th  of  Octriier.  1904,  Governor  Bates  tendered  the 
place  in  Vrashingtopi  left  vacant  by  the  decease  of  Senator  Hoar  to  the 
ex-Governor,  who  accepted  the  ap-.x^intment.  Although  Mr.  Crane  is 
essentially  and  strongl}-  partisan  political!}-,  his  friends  and  admirers  are 
by  no  means  confined  to  his  political  associates,  as  will  be  gathered  from 
tlie  following  SpringField  (Massachusetts)  Republican  editorial  com- 
ment on  his  ap}:>ointmcnt  as  senator  and  his  g-ubern.atorial  career: 

Arg-uing-  from  his  success  as  governor,  the  usefulness  <>f  ]\Ir. 
Crane  in  this  national  otTice  is  likely  to  be  so  demonstrated  and  estab- 
lished by  1907  as  to  insure  his  continuance  in  it.  He  has  not  sought 
public  otince,  and  he  has  not  failed  to  demonstrate  his  capacity  when  dis- 
charging a  trust  which  has  been  conferred  bv  the  people. 

"  Senator  Crane  will  not  be  an  orator  after  the  fashion  of  the  tra- 
ditional senatorial  type,  albeit  he  is  not  without  the  power  of  clear,  strong 
and  convincing  statement.  This  ability  of  his  will  be  cultivated  as  it 
has  not  been  before.  In  the  large  affairs  of  business,  where  he  has 
been  allied  with  men  of  national  reputation  on  imp<;)rtant  directorates, 
Mr.  Crane  has  made  himself  felt  in  a  manner  tliat  the  public  does  not 
realize.  He  will  be  effective  in  the  senate  in  this  way,  and  powerful  in 
committee  service.  In  shaping  results  he  will  surpass  senators  of  the 
oratorical  sort.  This  may  be  confidently  expected.  Power  in  the 
United  States  senate  has  been  passing  from  the  orators  to  the  men  of 
affairs,  who  know  how  to  handle  men  and  to  control  results  as  they 
arc  obtained  in  the  world  of  business.  Senators  Aldrich  and  Quay,  and 
Plait,  of  Xew  York,  have  been  masterly  hands  in  the  game  of  politics 
and  of  legislation.  It  is  more  desirable,  in  behalf  of  the  ]jublic  interest, 
the  cause  of  the  people  and  of  good  government,  that  ^ilassachusetts 
send  to  serve  in  the  senate  some  one  who  can  manage  men  with  tact 
and  tireless  industry  in  the  shaping  of  legislation,  guided  by  high  prin- 
ciples, than  that  she  be  represented  there  I;y  a  pleasing  orator,  when  the 
influence  of  results  is  looked  for.  In  tin's  light  the  wisdom  of  the  choice 
which  Governor  Bates  has  made .  promises  to  be  established.  Tliat  it 
is  a  selection  agreeable  to  the  state  is  certain.  Where  Senator  Hoar, 
with  all  his  virtues.  wa5  unable  to  play  the  modern  game,  ^Ir.  Crane 
ought  to  be  and  will  be  strong  as  a  conserving  influence  for  that  which  is 
right  and  practical.    His  influence  with  the   adm.inistration,  already 
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strong-,  will  he  ip.crca-ed.  He  cm  serve  tlie  state  and  the  country 
to  advantage  in  Washington." 

Massachusetts  has  coine  to  kn.OAV  Mr.  Crane  and  to  regard  him 
^vith  increasing"  respect.  His  recc>rd  as  g'overnor  stands  out  conspicu- 
ously in  tiie  long  Hst  of  those  wlio  ha\e  served  the  state  in  its  chief 
office.  During  thic  three  years  that  he  served,  things  were  done  and 
reforms  achieved  with  an  industry  and  force  that  \\'as  exceptional  and 
fruitluh  Wdien.  in.  Jariuan',  1903.  Governor  Crane  retired  from  office, 
leading  citizens  of  Boston  tendered  him  a  C(jmphmentar}-  dinner,  which 
the  late  executive  declined  in  an  appreciati\-e  letter.  The  invitation  to 
him  set  fort'i  tlie  grounds  tipon  which  the  recognition  was  hased,  as 
follow? : 

Three  years  ago  you  entered  upon  your  duties  as  governor  of  the 
commonv.-ealth  of  Massachusetts,  a  position  associated  w  ith  strong  cliar- 
acters  and  high  traditions.  During  your  terms  of  office  you  have  con- 
served the  traditions,  added  luster  to  the  office  and  gained  fiT  yourself 
the  confidence  of  the  whole  people.  Your  administration  has  hcen  pure 
and  just.  Yoti  have  devoted  your  marked  executive  abilities  to  the  de- 
tails as  well  as  to  tlie  greater  ditties  c^f  your  position.  You  have  been 
accessible  to  the  humblest  citizen,  and  have  carefully  weighed  the  counsel 
of  strong  men.  You  have  acted  upon  your  decisions  with  confidence 
and  courage.  You  ha\e  been  a  leader  in  the  promotion  of  industrial 
peace  arid  the  mutual  understanding  of  employers  and  euiployed.  You 
have  knit  the  whole  people  into  a  more  sympathetic  and  uruted  body." 

Such  was  the  impression  produced  by  the  th.ree  administrations  of 
Governor  Crane,  and  it  was  the  verdict  of  the  state.  Again  T/ie  Cliris- 
tio.ii  Register  recorded  a  verdict  that  was  general  in  these  words: 

There  has  just  gone  out  of  the  governor's  office  in  the  common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts  a  man  wliom  we  can  commend  all  the  luore 
heartily  because  he  is  not  a  Unitarian.  For  he  is  one  whrj.  illustrates 
what  we  call  the  Unitarian  idea  of  public  sciwice.  He  is  a  rich  man 
who  had  the  confidence  of  the  poor.  He  is  a  man  capable  of  control- 
ling great  business  operations,  and  yet  apparently  is  without  personal 
aml^ition  or  desire  for  official  advancement.    He  regarded  his  office  as 
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nn  opiK)i"tunity  to  serve  the  pwple.  All  its  showy  accessories  he  gladly 
relinquisiied  to  others.  He  conid  not  make  an  eloquent  speech,  and  he 
never  tried  to.  He  has  shown  by  his  example  that  people  of  all  classes, 
from  teamsters  to  college  presidents,  could  understand  and  appreciate 
modesty,  simplicity,  honesty  and  unfaltering  devotion  to  the  interests 
of  the  people.  As  he  passes  out  of  office,  it  would  be  difficult  f(jr  a 
stranger  to  learn  by  the  record  of  his  acts  and  utterances  to  what  polit- 
ical party  he  belong's,  to  what  church,  and  what  vras  iiis  attimde  in  re- 
gard to  national  questions  that  did  not  come  directly  in  the  line  of  his 
personal  dut\-  and  responsibility.  The  moral  of  it  is  that  he  who  minds 
his  own  business,  and  minds  it  well,  deser\es  credit,  gets  honor,  and 
shc>ws  che  v/av  in  which  loyal  men  and  women  may  best  serAe  the 
country.'' 

Some  brief  particularizing  will  show  the  grounds  upon  whioli  this 
praise  rested.  Governor  Crane's  work  Avas  after  the  pattern  of  the  old, 
".=elf-contained  Xew  England  accomplishment.  His  first  message  de- 
clared that  '■'  ^Massachusetts  has  readied  a  limit  of  indebtedness  beyond 
which  she  should  not  go,"  and  it  was  the  text  on  wliicli  he  acted.  His 
first  inaugural  address  was  the  shortest  on  record  in  Massachusetts,  and 
it  was  confined  to  reform  recc-nimendations,  every  one  of  which  was 
enacted  into  law  during  the  year  1900.  The  second  inaugural  was 
longer,  because  the  governor  had  results  to  re]>ort  and  more  reforms 
to  block  out;  all  he  asked  iov  was  accomplished.  The  third,  inaugural 
made  another  batch  of  definite  recomniendations,  and  they  wert  acted 
upon.  In  the  first  year  50,000  shares  of  the  Fitchburg  railroad  com- 
mon stock — held  for  thirteen  years  and  carried  on  the  b<x)ks  of  the  state 
treasurer  as  an  asset,  so  worthless  were  the\-  considered — were  s<jld  to 
the  Boston  and  Maine  railroad  for  85,000,000;  and  the  la.st  year  of 
Governor  Crane's  administratim  the  Xew  York.  Xew  Haven  and  Hart- 
ford railroad  paid  a  price  for  the  state's  reclaimed  lands  in  Bostun  that' 
.surprised  that  coiripJiXiy  and  tlie  [)ublic.  He  knew  business  and  how  to 
do  it.    Xdther  Greenhalge  nor  Russell  insisted  more  successfully  u[X)n 
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liic  principle  of  home  rule  as  applied  to  cities.  Salaries  were  not  raised 
in  the  tliree  years,  save  in  the  single  instance  of  the  chairman  of  the 
railroad  commission,  and  tliat  was  to  insure  the  work  of  Chairman 
Tackson.  Avhose  services  were  very  important  to  the  state.  The  over- 
expansion  of  state  commissions  was  checked,  and  consolidations  were 
ach.ieved — that  of  the  cattle  commission  with  the  hoard  of  agriculture,  of 
the  state  tire  marshal's  expensive  estahlishmcut  wn'th  the  district  p'^Iice, 
of  the  inspector-general  of  fish  with  the  commission  on  inland  fish- 
cries  and  game,  and  of  the  state  pension  agent  and  commissioner  of 
state  aid  in  one  body,  with  a  deputy.  An  unpaid  boai'd  of  puhlication 
was  created  to  edit  state  reports. 

In  promoting  results.  Governor  Crane  placed  himself  upon  frank 
working  ternis  with  the  legislature,  wielding  tlie  inlltience  of  the  leader- 
ship in  both  branches  to  the  support  of  what  was  agreed  to  be  for  the 
public  interest.  He  vetoed  an  undesirable  Washington  street  sub\\-ay 
bin  in  Boston,  which  failed  duly  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  i:)u1.)]ic, 
and  there  was  a  furious  fight  to  pass  the  measure  over  his  head,  which 
happily  ended  in  his  favor;  and  the  next  year,  by  tactful  yet  masterful 
co-operation  with  Mayor  Collins  and  the  elevated  railway  people,  proper 
legislation  was  achieved. 

One  of  Governor  Crane's  important  successes  was  in  unofficially  btit 
none  the  less  effectually  bringing  peace  out  of  the  great  strike  w'hich 
sadly  disturbed  Boston  and  threatened  all  Xew  England,  in  3.1arch,  1902. 
The  method  then  em.ployed  was  subsequ.ently  taken  by  President  Roose- 
velt, upon  the  urgent  in-istence  of  the  Massachitsetts  governor,  in  set- 
tling the  great  coal  strike.  The  story  of  th.e  Massachusetts  strike  was 
thus  told  in  the  Boston  Post: 

"  Thousands  of  men  from  the  different  railroads  of  Boston,  and 
many  more  thousands  engaged  in  trucking  the  city's  merchandise,  threw 
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up  their  ]iand>  and  quit  work.  There  \sa,>  hule  \  iolcuce.  The  inten- 
sitv  of  ilie  siorni  seemed  onlv  increased  by  ihe  (julward  cahn.  1  he 
strikers  souirht  to  ally  every  laboring  interest:  \\h\\  their  own.  Scareely 
a.  team  was  driven  about  the  streets.  Boston  nierehants  were  distracted. 
Eveiy  day  of  the  strike  meant  a  loss  of  thousands  of  dollars.  The  rail- 
road companies,  against  whom  the  strike  was  directed,  remained  as 
unyielding-  as  the  coal  barons.  The  threatening  disaster  to  the  city  be- 
came the  calamity  of  the  state.  Governor  Crane  was  ap[)ealed  to,  and 
not  in  vain.  For  days  the  indomitable  state  leader  bent  himself  to  the 
task  of  relieving-  the  situation.  All  his  personal  and  oScial  influence 
was  brought  to  bear  upcn  t'ne  leaders  of  both  sides  of  the  strike.  Con- 
ferences at  the  statehouse  were  held  daily.  Both  sides  were  for  a  time 
inexorable.  But  Governor  Crane's  diplomacy  won  in  the  end.  The 
striking-  teamsters  and  the  railroad  men.  returned  to  work  and  one  of 
the  greatest  calamities  that  ever  threatened  Boston  was  averted. 

■■''Senator  Crane  is  a  mcHiest  and  resourcefttl  man  of  business,  who 
has  developed  aptitude  for  ix>litics  and  public  affairs,  and  has  been  and 
will  be  al>solutely  devoted  to  that  which  he  believes  to  be  right  and  for 
the  l)est  interests  of  the  people  and  the  countr}'.  Self-seeking  and 
self-interest  will  never  dominate  him.  He  has  desened  the  faith  of 
his  state  and  holds  it  in  full  measure.  He  is  a  man  of  the  people,  and 
men  of  all  parties  trust  him.*"        ■  . 

Senator  Crane  married.  February  5.  1880,  Tvlary  Brenner,  of  As- 
toria. I^jng  Island,  who  died  February  16.  1884,  leaving  one  son,  Win- 
throp  Murray  Crane,  Ji'-.  a  graduate  of  Yale,  class  of  1903. 

W.  ^I.  Crane,  Jr..  emulated  his  father's  example  in  learning  the 
I)aper  making  business  in  the  i-nills  at  Dalton,  and  is  now  of  the  com- 
pany. He  married  in  Februa'-y.  1905.  Miss  Fthcl,  daughter  of  Arthur 
\\'.  Eaton,  president  of  the  Eaton-Hurlbut  Pap^^r  Company,  Pittsfield.  ■ 


ZEXAS  CRANE. 

Senior  member  of  the  Urni  of  Z.  &  W.  'Si.  Crane,  operating  the 
chain  of  pa[)er  mills  elsewhere  referred  to  herein,  the  gentleman  whose 
name  introducer  this  narrative  has  pro\en  equal  in  fullest  measure  to 
the  large  responsibilities  which  have  devolved  upon  him. 
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lie  was  born  December  6.  3840,,  eUlcst  of  tbe  cbibh-en  of  Ib.e  bite 
Zenas  Marshal!  Crane.  He  received  a  lil)eral  genera!  and  thorough 
business  education.  In  1S65  he  rented  the  blay  State  ]\lil!,  subsequently 
purcbiasing  it  and  operating  it  su.ccessfully  up  to  its  destruction  by  tire, 
May  IX.  1877.  Upon  its  site  tliere  was  immediatclv  erected  a  larger 
mill  bv  tlie  new  firm  of  Zenas  Crane.  Jr.,  &  Brother,  the  junior  partner 
being  Winthrop  ^lurray  Crane.  Subsec[uent  to  1887  tbe  firm  was 
known  as  Z.  &  "W.  'M.  Crane. 

Mr.  Crarie  has  ser\'ed  .a5  a  member  of  the  state  legislature,  and  as 
executive  councillor  in  18S5,  Governor  Robinson's  admiuiistration.  The 
Art  ]\Iuseum.  Pittsfitld.  was  the  gift  of  Mr.  Zenas  Crane.  I'he  struct- 
ure at  Daltcn  designed  to  accommodate  a  town  hall,  opera  house  and 
public  library,  was  given  by  the  Cranes,  who  were  also  largely  instru- 
mental in  the  erection  in  1SS8  of  tbe  Congregational  church,  Dalton. 

Mr.  Crane  married  Ellen  ]..  daughter  of  Charles  J-  and  Frances  M. 
(Birchard)  Kittredge,  of  Hinsdale.  Qiarles  J.  Kittredge  was  a  son 
of  Dr.  Abel  Kittredge  (see  sketch,  Charles  H.  Plunkett). 

Charles  J.  Kittredge,  ninth  child  of  Dr.  Alxd  and  Eunice  (Chamber- 
lain) Kittredge,  born  in  Hinsdale,  ^lassachusetts.  April  i,  T8r8,  died 
March  i.  1893:  married.  Tune  17.  1845,  Frances  M.  Birchard.  Their 
daughter.  Ellen  ].,  married  Zenas  Crane,  of  Dalton,  of  Crane  &  Co., 
paper  mianufacturers.  and  of  the  firm  of  Z.  &  \\'.  i\F  Cnme. 

The  sixth  child  of  Dr.  Abel  Kittredge  was  Eunice  C.  bimi  in 
Hinsdale.  January  18,  1810:  married.  January  16,  1839,'  Hiram  P. 
Paddock,  of  Hamilton.  Their  sons  were  Dr.  Frank  K.  Paddock,  of 
Pittsfield,  now  deceased,  who  married  Anna  Todd,  and  Dr.  W  illiam  L. 
Paddock,  now  .1  physician  in  Pittsfield.  Rose,  tbe  daughter  of  Dr. 
Frank  K.  Paddock,  is  the  wife  of  Frederick  G.  Crane. 
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1  a:\ies  welt.s  hull. 

The  science,  for  it  is  not'ning'  less,  of  conducting'  an  insurance  insti- 
tution upon  sound  business  principles  has  been  the  hfc  study  of  the  gen- 
tleman Aviiose  name  in.troduces  tliese  memoirs,  and  the  sub^tanlial  basis 
upon  which  thousands  of  families  are  to-day  afforded  the  security  of 
insurance  protection  through,  the  Berkshire  Life  Lisurance  Company,  at 
as  low  a  cost  to  the  insured  as  is  possible  wiih  tlie  al^sc'lute  safeg-uurding 
of  the  general  iitterests.  is  in  no  small  measure  due  to  the  wisdom  of 
his  conduct  of  the  oh.kes  which  he  has  held  therewith,  particular!)-  tliat 
of  which  he  is  incumbent,  tlie  presidency.  The  bran.ch  of  the  Hull  family 
of  which  James  Wells  Hull  is  a  member  had  its  American  founder  in 
the  person  of 

Rev.  Joseph  Hull,  who  was.  born  in  Somerset,->hire,  F.ngland,  in 
1594;  matriculated  at  St.  Z^Iary  ^Lagdalen  Hall.  O.xford,  Ma)'  12.  i6ij; 
\vas  instituted  rector  of  Xorthleigh.  Diocese  of  Exeter,  De\  onsh.ire,  .Aijril 
14.  1621.  and  sailed  from  A\'e)-mouth  for  America  with  his  family,  a 
wife,  two  sons,  five  daughters,  and  three  ser\ants,  }^tarch  20.  1635.  Rev. 
Hull  assisted  in  the  erection  of  the  [)lantation?  which  subsequently  be- 
came the  townships  of  W'eymouth  and  Barnstable.  Massachusetts ;  was 
twice  deputy  to  the  general  court:  and  in  1638.  one  of  the  local  magis- 
trates of  Hmgham.  Massachusetts;  was  elected  freeman  and  deputy 
for  Barnstable  at  the  first  general  court  held  at  Plymouth ;  was  preach- 
ing at  York,  Maine,  in  1642-43.  and  at  the  Isles  of  Shoals;  returned  to 
England  in  1652,  where  he  was  given  the  living  at  St.  Burian,  Corn- 
wall, where  he  remained  until  after  the  Restcsration.  In  1662  he  re- 
turned to  Am.erica  and  settled  as  minister  at  Oyster  River,  uow  Dover, 
Xew  Hampshire,  and  again  at  the  Isles  of  Slvials.  where  he  died  Xo- 
vember  19.  1665.    Of  his  children. 
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Caplain  ']~risin-.m  liuli,  I:orn  in.  Epighmd  in  1624,  died  at  Barn- 
stable, Fehruaiy  22,  1662.  That  lie  was  humane  and  had  the  courage 
of  his  conviction  is  suggested  by  records  ot  February.  1656,  and  again 
in  1657,  Boston,  disclosing  his  having-  been  fined  for  coming  to  the 
rescue  and  relief  of  persecuted  Quakers.    He  had  a  son. 

Joseph  Hull,  born  at  Barnstable,  June.  1632;  married.  Octol}er. 
1676.  Experience,  daughter  of  Robert  Harper,  who  was  one  of  the 
first  of  the  Quakers  to  sulYcr  in  body  and  estate;  was  in  1660  banished 
from  Boston,  located  in  South  Kingston,  Rhode  Island,  where  he 
died  about  1709.  Of  the  cliildren  of  Joseph  and  Experience  (Harper) 
IIulL 

Tristram  Hull  married  Elizabeth  Dyer,  v.hose  mother  Marv  was 
hanged  in  Boston  Common,  June  i,  1660,  for  the  crime  of  being  a 
Quakeress.  Tristram  Hull's,  descendants  were  among  tlie  settlers  of 
Providence,  Newport,  Sourli  Kingston  and  Jamestown,  Rhode  Island. 
Of  the  children  of  Tristram  and  Elizal;et]i  (  Dyer)  Hull. 

Stephen  Hull,  born  17 14,  of  Westerly.  Rhode  Island,  married 
Mary  ]Mowr\-,  granddaughter  of  Benjamin  Mowry,  and  great-grand- 
daughter of  Roger  ^lowry  and  of  Thomas  Hazard.    A  son  of  Stephen, 

Latham  Hull,  born  in  1749.  died  in  1S07,  of  Stonington,  Con- 
necticut, married  Anne  \\'heeler,  a  descendant  of  Thomas  Wheeler. 
A  son  of  Latham  and  Anne  ( Wlieeler)  Hull, 

Jeremiah  Hull,  born  1770.  also  of  Stonington,  married  Keturah 
Randall  Williams,  descended  from  Robert  Williams,  of  Foxbury,  Mas- 
sachusetts.   Of  their  children, 

Charles  Williams  Hull.  Ix;rn  in  Stonington  in  1798,  located  in 
1819  in  Xew  Lebanon,  Xew  York,  where  he  became  a  leading  agri- 
culturist and  slieep  breeder.  He  married,  Sejjternber  lo,  1834,  Lucena 
Ann  Churchill,  of  Winfield,  ]vIadison  county,  Xew  York,  a  descendant 
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of  Tosias  Churchill,  of  W'cthcrsheld,  ?\[assachii<cUs.  Char1e>  Williams 
ITuil  died  ill  tS6C):  his  w  ife  in  1890.    Of  their  children. 

James  Hull  Avas  l>:>rn  in  Xew  Leiiimon.  Xe\\-  'N'ork,  Seji- 

tember  20,  1S42.  His  general  education  was  recci\  cd  in^  ]iublic  and 
private  schools  of  Xeu-  Leban.on  and  this  was  sui)[ilemcnte(l  by  his 
attendance  in  1862  at  Eastman's  Business  College.  Poughkeepsie,  N'ew 
York,  on  the  staff  of  teachers  of  which  institution  lie  was  retained  for 
the  term  of  ■63-'64.  The  following  year  he  taught  in  the  public  school 
at  X'ew  Lebanon.  On  February  6,  1865.  he  removed  to  Pittsfield  to 
accept  a  position  in  the  Pittsfield  (now  Pittsfield  National )  Bank, 
where  he  remained  for  seven  years,  resigning  his  bank'  connection  to 
assimie  in  February.  1872.  the  duties  of  secretary  of  the  Berkshire 
Life  Insurance  Company,  succeeding  to  its  treasurership.  \ice  Edward 
Bolt\voc)d.  deceased,  April  15,  1878;  and  to  its  presidency,  vice  Will- 
iam R.  Plunkett,  deceased,  December  21,  1903.  I\Ir.  Hull  is  a  member 
also  of  the  directorates  of  tlie  Pittsfield  Electric  Street  Railway  Com- 
pany, Pittsfield  Coal  Gas  Company,  and  is  one  of  the  original  directors 
of  the  Pittsfield  Electric  Company.  Fie  was  one  of  the  fr)unders  of 
-the  Third  National  Bank  of  Pittsfield.  and  an  original  stockholder  of 
the  Stanley  Electric  ?^ianufacturing  Company.  Mr.  Flull's  contribu- 
tions to  the  structural  growth  of  Pittsfield  are  liis  handsome  home  on 
Applcton  avenue  and  the  Huli-2\Iorton  Block.  X^orth  streft,  in  which 
latter  he  is  jointly  interested  with  W.  G.  Morton,  of  Albany,  Xew 
York. 

.  Mr.  Hull  is  a  Demc>crat  who  has  exercised  a  very  large  measure  of 
independence  in  disposing  of  his  franchise,  being  animated  therein 
rather  by  patriotism  than  partisan^dup.  He  was  elected  to  the  school 
committee  of  Pittsfield  in  1877,  and  served  as  chairman  of  that  body 
for  live  years,  when  he  was  compelled  to  resign  on  account  of  pressure 
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of  business,  tie  was  appointed  a  moniber  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
BoarJ  of  Health  by  Gcvtrnur  Russei!  in  iSqj,  i"e;i]^pointeiJ  b\-  Gov- 
ernor W'olcott  in  189S.  an-1  again  re;'pi:;;inte(l  b}-  G(J\'e;uor  ]_)ouglas 
in  1905.  '}Ai:  Hui!  was  a  delegate  of  the  Actuarial  Society  of  Amer- 
ica to  the  International  Congress  of  Acturnaes  at  l^aris  in  1900,  and 
was  a  niember  of  the  same  Congress  of  Actuaries  in  Xew  A'ork  in 
1903.  He  was  a  menil>er  of  the  board  of  as:=essors  of  the  First  Con- 
greg'ational  Parish  of  Pitt^held  for  a  period  of  t\venty-fi\-e  years,  end- 
ing in  1902..  and  declining  re-election. 

He  married.  Xovem.ler  22.  1876,  Helen  Edwards,  daughter  of  the 
late  Thomas  F.  Plunkett.  of  Pittsfield.  (See  Plunkett  family.)  Mr. 
and  !Mrs.  Hull  ha\-e  three  daughters  anrl  two  sons:  FIclen  :  Rosamond, 
a  graduate  of  Smith  College;  Xorman  C.  a  graduate  of  ^'ale ;  Edward 
B.,  class  of  1906,  Yale:  and  Carolyn. 

DR.  OSCAR  SAMUEL  ROBERTS.  .  • 

X'ew  England's  centers  of  population  are  well  endowed  with  medi- 
cal talent,  and  a  large  proportion  of  her  ph3-5icians  trace  their  ancestry 
to  the  sturdy  pioneers  who  blazed  their  way  through,  the  wildernesses  of 
the  new  world.  Their  sons  and  daughters,  and  the  progeny  of  these, 
in  turn,  were  infused  v'ith  the  same  spirit  of  enterprise,  with  the  same 
braver}-,  thrift  and  conscientiousness  that  characterized  the  fathers.  And 
the  aggregation  of  great  states  that  constitute  this  great  nation  are 
foundattonally  their  achievements. 

During  the  closing  years  of  the  eighiteenth  century  James  RoI:)erts, 
then  of  Greenfield,  Massachusetts,  took  his  newly  wedded  wife,  Eunice 
Nimms,  to  the  newly  founded  village  of  Whitingham,  Vennont.  rle 
had  a  v/ell  grounded  knowledge  of  agriculture  through  practical  ex- 
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j-iericnce  in  his  vontli  on  t!ie  homestead  iwvm  in  Conneclicut,  where  his 
English  ancestors  had  scaled,  and  he  had  a  well  dellned  love  for  hooks, 
the  natural  outcome  of  studious  hah.its  as  a  school  boy. 

In  those  days  of  the  young  republic  each  ambitious  dweller  in  the 
inland  towns  and  \-illag-es  especially  was  by  stress  of  circumstances  ccmi- 
pelled  to  become  well  informed  and  indeed  expert  at  more  than  one  call- 
ing". Thus  the  farmer  was  always  a  miller;  the  shoemaker  often  a 
teadier  ;  the  blacksmith,  an  oracle  upiim  all  subjects. 

Tames  Robens  successfully  tilled  the  soil  of  a  large  farm  at  Whit- 
ingham,  a  part  of  a  three  thousand  acre  tract  granted  to  him  and  seven 
others,  [March  15,  17S0.  Contemporaneously  and  with  equal  success  he 
practiced  law  there.  His  services,  t<30,  were  in  constant  reciuisition  in 
discharging  the  duties  of  town  clerk  (1795-99),  selectn)an  (ten  years), 
and  other  local  ofiices,  and  he  represented  his  town  in  the  state  legisla- 
ture continuously  from  1797  to  1801,  and  again  during  1S06  and  1807. 
He  proved  equal  to  his  responsibilities  in  full  measure,  growing  with 
their  development.  He  was  in  short,  a  tyj)e  of  that  aggressive,  progres- 
sive and  capable  American  manliocd  that  has  builded  a  nation.  He 
died  March  12,  1825,  surviving  his  wife  but  two  months. 

He  had  four  sons  and  three  daughters :  John,  who  became  a  lead- 
ing lawyer  of  Townshend,  Vermont,  which  he  represented  in  the  legis- 
lature, 1819  to  1823,  and  again  1S32-33;  Horace,  also  a  lawyer,  who 
died  in  early  manhood  in  Whitingham;  James,  who  foUow^ed  farming, 
and  with  whom  he  continued  to  reside  until  his  decease;  Thomas,  the 
fourth  son,  who  was  a  cripple. 

The  son  James  had  the  same  habits  of  thought  that  characterized 
the  father  although  his  business  was  contined  to  agriculture,  which  by 
the  time  he  had  attained  his  majority  was  becoming  much  mure  of  a 
science  than  in  form.er  years.    His  services,  too,  were  sought  and  freely 
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given  in  various  local  oftices  of  trust,  where  the  sole  enKjlumcin  was  the 
ccnsciousne?s  of  duty  well  performed,  and  he  represented  his  town  with 
credit  in  the  state  legislature.  In  his  early  nianhood  he  helonged  to  the 
local  conipanv  of  militia  which  served  in  the  war  of  1812. 

He  married  three  times.  His  first  wife  was  Susan  Brown,  a  na- 
tive of  Whitingliam,  by  wliom  he  had  four  children:  Susan  ]\Iinerva, 
who  married  Dr.  John  W.  Bement,  of  Townshend,  \'erm<jnt ;  James  ]sl., 
deceased,  farmer  of  Whiting-ham;  Sarah  ^L.  who  married  Josepli  R. 
Goodnow.  of  Whitingliam;  and  Martha  Ann.  who  died  in  earl}-  woman- 
hood. His  second  wife.  Joanna  Haskell,  bore  him  four  cliildren :  B. 
Franklin,  farm.er  of  \\'hilingham ;  Edward  L.,  formerl}-  a  merchant  of 
Brattlelx>ro;  Oscar  Samuel,  the  immediate  subject  of  these  memoirs; 
and  Henry  M.,  farmer  of  \M-iitingham. 

Oscar  Samuel  Roberts,  born  at  ^^'hiting-han-l,  Vermont,  Septenil'A^r 
17.  1837,  supplen-iented  the  usual  loail  school  attendance  with  a  high 
schrx>l  course  at  Shelbu.rne  Falls.  Massachusetts,  and  aeaden-iic  instruc- 
tion at  Lcland  and  Gray's  Semiriary,  Townsliend.  During  his  two 
years  stay  at  Shelburne  Falls  he  was  a  meinber  of  the  family  of  his  sis- 
ter, whose  husband,  Dr.  J.  W.  Bement,  was  a  leading  physician  of  that 
place. 

This  asso'ciation  first  directed  his  attention  to  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine as  a  desirable  profession,  and  immediately  following  the  close  of  his 
school  life  at  Tow-nshend  he  took  up  its  study  under  Dr.  Bement's  pre- 
ceptorship.  In  1S61  he  came  to  Pittsfield  for  the  course  of  lectures  of 
Berkshire  Medical  College,  and  the  following  year  was  appointed  acting 
medical  cadet  at  one  of  the  United  States  army  hospitals  in  Philadelphia. 

His  service  in  this  connection  covered  a  period  of  two  years  and 
afforded  him  the  opportunity  w-hicl-i  he  en-ibracedi  of  attending  the  medi- 
cal departm.ent  and  clinics  of  the  University  of  Peims}-l\-auia.  Return- 
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iticr  to  \'erniOi'!t  he  went  to  Burlin.Qloti  to  enter  tlie  medical  dc])artnicnt 
of  tl;c  University  of  A^rmont.  and  \va?  graduated  t'herefroni  with  the 
cins-s  of  1864.  He  then  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Belchertown,  jNIassachusetcs.  where  he  remained  until  1868,  wlien  he 
velurned  to  Philadelphia  for  a  final  course  in  tiio  medical  department  of 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  graduated  therefrom  with  the 
class  of  '6g.  In  the  sanj.e  year  he  located  in  Pittsfield.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Berkshire  District  Medical  Society,  Massachusetts  ^Medical  So- 
cietv.  and  American  ]^[cdioal  Association.  He  served  for  a  numhcr  of 
vears  as  a  men)1>er  of  Pittsfield  Board  of  flealth.  and  has  l;een  since 
1884  secretar\'  cf  the  board  of  examining  surgeons  for  pensions,  at  Pitts- 
field. 

Dr.  Ro!)erts  is  one  of  those  born  healers  of  men  whose  natural  in- 
clination and  aptitiide  for  his  profe>sion  have  been  augmented  by  a 
splendid  education,  and  to  this  cciuipmcut  have  been  added  these  many 
years  of  varied  and  constantly  increasing  practice.  But  the  gentleman 
is  something  more  than  the  medical  expert  qualified  to  accurately 
diagnose  the  disease  and  prescribe  the  remedy  that  will  assist  nature  to 
the  best  advantage  in  repairing  the  damage,  something  more  than  the 
self-reliant  surgeon  with  the  requisite  skill  and  nerve  for  the  multiple 
and  tr_\'ing  duties  of  that  branch  of  the  profession.  Pie  is  a  generous, 
philanthropic  man  as  well,  one  whose  broad  humanitarianism  is  felt  by 
every  one  with  v%  hom  he  comes  in  contact,  and  whose  kind  face  genuinely 
expressive  of  interest  is  illumined  by  an  optimism  that  bids  the  most 
greatly  afHicted  u>  hope,  and  the  consequent  mental  repo.se  of  the  patient 
is  an  instant  impr^rtant  factor  toward  the  accomplishment  of  the  de- 
sired end. 

The  beneficence  of  Dr.  Roberts  is  not  confined  to  his  contact  with 
his  fellow  man  professionally,  but  is  characteristic.    Certainl\-  no  finer 
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tribute  could  be  paid  to  another  than  the  remark  of  one  of  Dr.  Rohcrts' 

friends  to  the  writer: 

'■  I  have  known  Dr.  Roberts  for  nearly  forty  years  and  have  known 
hundred?  of  liis  friends,  nciglibors.  acquaintances  and  ]>atients,  and  I 
have  vet  to  hear  the  first  v/ord  impngning  his  integrity  as  a  man  or  his 
abiHtv  as  a  physician." 

In  1900  Dr.  Roberts  took  into  partnership  association  a  nephew. 
Dr.  Fred  .A.  Roberts,  and  has  since  given  freer  rein  to  the  aesthetic  side 
of  his  nature,  with  its  love  for  good  literature,  music  and  tlie  arts,  and 
enjoys  that  which  he  esteems  niore  highly — tlie  r,pportunities  for  mrire 
frequent  association  with  his  friends.  Dr.  Rolx-rts  was  the  hrst  Pitts- 
field  man  to  use  an  automobile,  erected  and  for  a  time  conducted  through 
a  representative  the  automobile  station,  and  was  one  of  the  leading 
spirits  in  the  founding  of  the  Berkshire  Automobile  Club. 

HOX.  JOSEPH  TUCKER. 

One  of  the  oldest  and  most  distinguished  of  the  families  of  West- 
ern Massachusetts  is  that  of  which  the  gentleman  whose  name  in- 
troduces these  memoirs  is  a  member.  Four  generations  of  Tuckers 
have  resided  in  Berkshire  county  and  each  of  these  generations  has 
included  one  or  more  individuals  whose  careers  have  been  a  beneFiccncc 
to  the  community.  An  extraordinary  and  perhaps  unparalleled  record 
of  public  service  is  included  in  the  interesting  annals  of  this  interesting 
family  in  that  for  seventy-se\en  }ears  the  nffice  of  register  of  deeds 
and  for  ninety  years  that  of  county  treasurer  were  continuously  held  by 
its  members,  and  the  duties  of  these  important  trusts  were  fulfilled 
with  an  unvarying  efficiency  an.d  integrit}-  that  speaks  in  no  uncer- 
tain way  of  an  an.cestral  rugged,  honesty,  indefatigable  in;lustr\-,  and 
general  native  v/orth. 
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Robert  Tucker,  the  founder  of  tlie  faniilv,  was  in  Weymouth. 
]^Iassaehusetts.  in  1635,  from  whence  he  reniuxeJ  lo  Gloucester,  where 
hie  held  the  ofhce  c>f  recorder,  later  returned  to  \\'c\'mouth.  where  he 
held  several  othces,  and  finally  settling  in  Milton.  Z\Iassachusetts.  at 
about  the  time  of  its  incorpcTation,  in  1662.  lie  bought  one  hundred 
and  seventeen  acres  adjoining  land  previously  purchased  by  his  son 
James.  'Mr.  Tucker  was  town  clerk  of  ]\[ilton  for  several  years,  a 
member  of  the  legislature,  and  prominent  in  the  church.  That  he 
was  a  man  of  decided  opinions  and  in  tiie  habit  of  expressing  them  is 
indicated  by  the  fact  that,  in  1640,  he  was  fined  for  upbraiding  a  wit- 
ness, and  calling  him  a  liar.  The  v.'itness  was  afterward  hanged  for 
adultery.  Robert  Tucker  was  born  in  1604,  died  !March  11,  16S2,  aged 
seventy-eight  years.  His  wife  was  Elizabeth,  and  probably  Elizabeth. 
Allen,  for  he  refers  to  his  brother-in-law,  Deacon  Henry  Allen,  in  his 
will,  although  the  latter  may  have  married  a  Tucker.  They  were  .the 
parents  of  nine  children.    The  fifth,  was 

Benjamin  Tucker,  born  in  Weymouth,  Massachusetf;.  1646.  died 
February  27,  1713-14.  married  Aim  Payson.  daughter  of  Edward  a;rl 
Mar\-  (  Pdiotj  Pays':n.  of  ]')orcliester.  i\Iary  (Eliot)  Pays.in  was  a 
sister  of  J.ihr.  Eli'.i.  the  apo-tie  to  the  Paddans.  Mr.  Tucker  settled  in 
Roxbury,  and  had  ele\-en  children.    The  first  was 

Benjamin  Tucker,  born   in   Roxbury.    Massachusetts,   i\[arch  8, 

1670,  died  172S,  married  Sarah   .    He  married  for  his  second 

wife  Elizabeth  Williams,  bfjrn  in  Roxbury,  October,  i,  1672,  daughter 
of  Stephen  and  Sarah  (  \\"isej  Williams,  and  granddaughter  of  Rol;ert 
and  Elizabeth  (  Stratton;  Williams.  Robeit  Williams  was  born  prob- 
ably in  Xorwich.  England,  a!;out  1593.  He  came  to  America  in  1637. 
and  was  admitted  a  freem.an  in  Ro.xhury,  May  2,  1638.  Benjamin 
Tucker  came  into  posses3ion  of  part  of  the  hind  in  Spencer  ar.d  Lei- 
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cester  wliich  liis  larher  had  piu-clia>ecl  iruni  llie  Imlians  in  i6S6.  He 
was  cii.  sen  ccnstahle  in  171c.  refused  to  ser\-e,  and  was  fined  five 
pounds,    tlis  hfiii  child  was 

Stephen  Tucker,  born  Septeml)er  23.  1704-05.  married,  ^^ay  31, 
1739.  Hannah  Parks.  He  married  (second).  1750,  ]\Iarv  Pike, 
daughter  of  Onesephorous  and  ^ifar)-  (Sanderson)  Pike,  probably  of 
Shrewsbury.  He  settled  in  Leicester.  ^lassachusetts.  and  liad  five 
children  by  his  hrst  wife  ar.d  eight  by  the  second.    One  of  these  was 

John  Tucker.  lx)rn .  in  Stockbridge,  Massachusetts.  January  12. 
I//2.  died  August  2;.  1847.  ni^!"ried.  March  18.  1S02,  Lucy  Xc\\-el], 
born  August  7,  1772.  died  ALirch  iS,  1830.  daughter  of  Benjamin  and 
Lucy  (Dodge)  Xewell.  Lucy  Dodge.  ]\Irs.  Tucker's  UKjtlier,  was  born 
in  Beverly.  }ilassachusetts.  1744.  and  died  in  Pittstield :  lier  husband, 
Benjamin  Xewell.  died  in  Kinderhcok.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Joshua 
and  Margaret  ( Conant )  Dodge.  Mr.  John  Tucker  settled  in  Lenox, 
Massachusetts,  where  he  was  an  attLirne}-at-Iaw.  His  name  is  in  a 
list  of  Episcopalians  in  Lenox.  April  3,  1797.  He  was  register  of 
deeds  from  the  middle  district  of  Berkshire  ccainty  from  iSoi  to  1847 
and  was  county  treasurer  from  1813  u])  to  the  time  of  his  decease  in 
1847.  ^^''^^  '^^"'■^  father  of  seven  children.    The  second  was 

George  Joseph  Tucker,  born  iii  Lenox.  Massachusetts,  October  17, 
1804.  died  in  PittsfieM.  in  September.  1878,  married,  in  Syracuse,  X"ew 
York.  September  29.  1829,  Eunice  Sylvia  Cook,  Ixirn  in  Xew  jMarl- 
boro.  Massachusetts.  1807.  died  June  24,  1843,  daughter  of  Benpamin 
Warren  and  Louisa  (Kasson)  Cook,  and  granddaughter  ot  Hezekiah 
and  Lydia  Cook.  He  married  (second)  at  Middletnun.  Connecticut, 
August  5.  1845.  Harriet  Silk  born  in  Middletown.  Febrtiary  28,  1818, 
died  in  Pittsfield,  Septeniber  11,  1884.  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Clarissa 
Sill,  and  granddaughter  of  Captain  Micah  Sill,  oi  Lyme,  Connecticut. 
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^Tr.  Tucker  graduated  at  \\'iniains  Coliege  in  1822.  was  adinitted  to 
the  bar  in  1825.  and  was  an  attoniey-at-law  in  Lenox.  He  was  register 
of  deeds  from  1847  ^'^  1876.  excejning  three  ^-ears,  and  was  county 
treasurer  from  1847  until  liis  death.  He  liad  four  chiUh'en  by  his 
"first  v.-ife.  and  four  by  his  second.    His  first  child  A\as 

Joseph  Tucker,  the  immediate  subject  of  these  memoirs.  He  was 
born  in  Lenox,  ^Massachusetts,  August  21,  1832,  was  graduated  from 
WilHams  College,  class  of  1851.  entered  upon  the  stud}-  of  law  under 
the  preceptorship  of  the  late  Hon.  Julius  Rockwell  and  continued  these 
studies  at  Harvard  Law  School  and  in  ,  1854  went  west  with  the  ex- 
pectation of  pufsuirig'  his  profession  there.  He  was  for  a  time  in 
Detroit,  Michig-an.  and  subsequently  in  St.  Louis.  Missouri,  and  in 
1859  he  returned  to  Massachusetts  and  established  an  office  at  Great 
Barrington. 

The  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  the  rebellion  found  him  equal  to 
the  duty  of  the  hour.  He  enlisted  as  a  private,  was  commissioned 
first  lieutenant  of  Company  D.  49th  ^lassachusetts  Volunteer  Infantry, 
in  1862,  went  to  Louisiana  with  P.anks'  Expedition  and  lost  his  right 
leg  at  Port  Hudson  while  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the  First  Brigade, 
F'irst  Division.  Army  of  the  Gulf.  Fie  was  mustered  out  in  September, 
1863. 

From,  early  manlnxjd  his  services  have  been  sought  in  the  dis-  - 
charge  of  various  public  trusts.    He  was  state  representative  in  1865; 
state  senator  in  1866  and  1867;  L'nited  States  register  in  bankruiitcy 
in  1867-8-9,  and  lieutenant  governor  from  186^,;  to  1873.  ^""''S  been 

since  1873  ^^^^  cen.tral  di-trict  court  of  Berkshire  county.  He 

was  chairman  of  Pittsfield"s  school  comir.ittee  for  a  period  fjf  nine 
ycj.ra  ending  in  190.1.  when  he  declined  re-election.    ?Ie  is  now  presi- 
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dent  of  the  rittsfield  Street  Railway  Company  and  pre?ident  of  the 
Berkshire  County  Savings  Bank,  succeeding  Judge  Rockwell. 

That  judge  Tucker  has  been  fully  equal  to  these  di\crsc  and  im- 
portant responsibilities  is  abundant  evidence  that  the  mantle  of  worthy 
sires  is  worthily  worn  b}'  him.  With  peculiar  appropriateness  this 
honored  and  useful  descendant  of  an  honored  and  useful  family  was 
moderator  of  the  last  annual  town,  meeting-  of  Pittsfield,  and  presided 
at  the  inaugTiration  of  Charles  E.  Hibbard,  first  mayor  of  the  City 
of  Pittsfield. 

Judge  Tucker  married,  September  20,  1876,  Elizabeth  Bishop, 
who  died  February  12,  18S0,  daughter  of  Henry  W.  and  Sarah  (^Buck- 
ley) Bishop,  and  granddaughter  of  Hen.  Nathaniel  Bishop,  of  Rich- 
mond, ^Massachusetts.  Nathaniel  Bishop  ^\■as  chief  justice  of  the  court 
of  sessions,  and  for  twenty  years  judge  of  court  of  common  ])leas  for 
Western  Massacliusetts.  He  died  February  r,  1826.  Henry  W. 
Bishop,  who  died  in  Lenox,  April  13,  1871,  on  the  day  after  his  ?e\- 
enty-sixth  birthday,  was  graduated  at  A\'illiams  College  in  1817,  Lpened 
a  law  office  in  Richmond  in  1S21,  was  register  of  probate  for  twenty- 
five  years  from  1826.  and  judge  of  court  of  common  pleas  for  several 
years  from  1850.  and  treasurer  of  Williams  College  for  twenty-three 
years  from  1847. 

GEORGE  FRANKLIN  HALL. 

It  was  a  material  loss  to  \\  estern  r^Iassachusetts  when,  as  an  am- 
bitious youth,  the  subject  of  these  memoirs  elected  Uj  seek  em[)Ii  lynient 
elsewhere  tlian  in  the  place  of  his  nativity.  As  a  descendant  of  one 
of  that  splendid  body  of  men  from  Lancashire,  England,  whuse  brain 
and  brawn,  industry  and  integrity  have  been  potent  fact<Drs  in  our 
national  development,  the  capacity,  thrift  and  enterprise  which  were  his 
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heritage  were  inevitably  destined  to  work  ciut  for  him  an  honorable, 
useful  and  successful  business  career.  The  story  of  his  lifework  has 
that  fascinating  interest  that  always  obtains  in  the  narration  of  the 
achievements  of  men  wh.o  have  beer,  the  absolute  architects  of  their 
own  fortunes.  He  was  a  son  of  Timothy  Hall,  who  was  born  at 
Cummington.  Massachusetts,  in  1800,  and  Avho  died  at  Pittsfiehl  Xo- 
vember  10,  1882.  Timothy  Hall  was  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Mcrab 
Hall.  Thomas  Hall  spent  the  declining  years  of  his  life  in  Baltimore. 
He  died  when  his  son  Timothy  was  a  small  boy,  and  his  widow  re- 
married at  Chesterfield,  ^Massachusetts,  a  fev,-  years  later. 

Timothv  Hall,  dissatisfied  with  existing  home  surroundings,  de- 
termined when  sixteen  year  of  age  to  enter  upon  the  serious  business 
of  life,  the  earning  of  a  livelihood — as  his  own  master.  He  accord- 
ingly went  to  Cheshire,  where  he  was  variously  employed  for  ten 
years,  cultivating  a  small  farm  durir.g  the  latter  part  of  this  period, 
and  then  located  at  \\'illiamstown,  where  he  purchased  a  farm.  He 
was  subsequently,  also,  one  of  th.e  proprietor^  of  a  ^tage  line  to  Great 
Barrington.  He  was  b)€st  known,  h'jwever,  as  a  ]3re-eminently  capable 
conserver  of  the  peace  and  dignity  of  Pittsheld.  where  his  joint  in- 
cumbency of  the  offices  of  constable  and  deputy  sheriff  covered  the 
unprecedentedly  protracted  period  of  forty-h\-e  years.  He  was  a  cool 
and  judicious  officer.  Absolutely  fearless  in  the  discharge  of  his  often- 
times disagreeable  and  dangerous  duties,  he  was  a  prjsilive  terror  to 
law  breakers  of  all  kinds.  All  good  citizens  esteemed  Timothy  Hall 
and  for  a  full  half  century  no  man  in  Berkshire  county  was  better 
knov."n  or  more  highly  respected. 

George  Franklin  Hall,  eldest  of  the  children  of  Timothy  Hall,  v,as 
born  in  Williamstown,  Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts,  September 
17,  1S28.     His  boyhoC'd  and  youth  up  to  his  se\enteenth  year  were 
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spent  upon  his  father's  tn.rni.  and  the  customary  experiences  of  the 
farmev'<  son  of  miscellaneous  n-iiiscle-makinq-  spring',  summer  au'l 
antumn  employment  and  winter  ^chooh'n.c^-  were  his.  He  had  a,  marked 
taste  for  mechanics  and  an  especial  interest  in  that  epoch-making  macliin.e 
— the  locomotive— th.en  inceptively  revolutionizing;  the  world's  trade 
interests.  In  18-15  he  abandoned  the  plow  to  accept  employment  Avith 
the  Connecticut  River  Railroad,  which  he  serA'ed  with  characteristic 
zeal  and  intelligence  for  sexenteen  years,  during  wliich  period  he  be- 
came an  expert  locomotive  engineer,  recognized  as  one  of  the  fore- 
most men  of  his  profession  in  New  England.  Ilis  hand  was  at  the 
throttle  of  the  engine  that  drew  the  first  train  over  the  road  from 
Keene.  Xew  Hampshire,  to  South  Vernon,  Vermont.  It  was  in  1862 
that  Mr.  Hall's  railroad  career  was  terminated  by  an  accident  near 
Holyoke.  Massachusetts.  Rounding  a  cur\e  at  the  jjoint  named  he 
was  horrified  to  discover  a  derelict  freight  train  a  few  rods  in  ad\"ance 
of  him.  and  instantly  reversing  his  engine  he  jumped  therefrom,  fall- 
ing upon  a  ledge  of  rocks  and  receiving  injuries  which  invalided  him 
for  more  than  a  year.  When  sufficiently  recovered  to  resume  work 
he  accepted  the  position  of  engineer  for  the  firm  of  Hall.  Bradley  &: 
Company,  paint  manufacturers,  at  211  Centre  street.  New  York,  where 
a  further  interest  of  the  company  named  was  the  sub-letting-  of  floors 
and  furnishing  of  power  to  manufacturers.  The  stationary  engine  in 
this  plant  was  the  largest  of  its  kind  that  had  up  to  that  time  been 
built,  and  had  been  exhibited  as  such  at  Crystal  Palace  Exjjoi^ition. 
Xew  York.  In  keeping  with  his  fixed  habit  of  doing  thoroughly  well 
whatever  he  undertook.  ]\Ir.  Hall  discharged  his  new  duties  with  such 
satisfaction  and  value  to  his  empUners  that  a:  the  end  of  his  first 
year's  service  he  was  presented  b,y  them  with  a  b')nus  of  $500.  This 
connection  continued  until  1868.  when  Hall.  Bradley  &  Coinpan}-,  seek- 
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ing"  larger  quarters  tor  tlieir  mariutacturing;  purposes,  relocated  in 
Brooklyn,  offeriiic?;  at  auction  sale  all  of  the  niachiner_\-,  lielting,  etc., 
in  the  Centre  street  estalilishment  sa\'e  that  which  was  used  by  them 
in  paint  manufacturing.  To  the  chagrin  of  the  firm,  which  had  fully 
expected  to  retain  his  services  in  the  new  location,  George  Franklin 
Hali,  who  had  determined  to  embrace  the  opportunity  of  entering 
intc*  business  for  himself,  became  the  purchaser  of  the  chattels  named 
'and  the  lessee  of  the  premises.  Having  mastered  every  essential  detail 
of  the  power  furnishing  business,  'Mr.  Hall's  venture  prospered  from 
the  outset.  The  building  known  as  211  Centre  street  is  one  of  the 
properties  of  the  Cruger  estate,  of  v.hich  Mr.  S.  Wan  Rensselaer  Cruger, 
comptroller  of  Trinity  Corporation,  assisted  in  administering.  The 
latter  gentleman  having  the  highest  estimate  of  Mr.  Hall's  business 
capacity,  engineering  ability  and  integrity,  appointed  him  in  iSf)0  as 
consulting  engineer  for  Trinity  Corporation,  in  which  he  continued 
to  serve  up  to  the  time  of  his  decease,  being  invested  with  absolute 
authority  in  the  multiple  building  operations  of  this  great  corporation. 
During  this  period  Mr.  Hall  conducted  a  steam  power  furnishing  ])lant 
in  Springfield.  Massachusetts,  established  by  him  in  1SS8  and  operated 
successfully  in  conjunction  with  his  similar  Xew  York  enterprise  up 
to  189-3. 

In  the  early  '9CS  Mr.  Hall  also  embarked  in  the  business  of  operat- 
ing the  elevator,  electric  lighting  and  heating  plants  in  a  number  of  the 
great  business  structures  of  lower  ^Manhattan,  the  enterprise  involving 
in  numerous  cases  the  entire  charge  of  such  edifices.  This  business  has 
developed  to  large  proportions  with  the  G.  F.  Hall  Company,  and 
numerous  other  companies  and  indiividuats  are  now  engaged  in  this 
great  and  ever-increasing  industry,  in  which  George  Franklin  Hall  had 
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the  distinction  of  being  ilie  pioneer  as  well  ;is  ha\  ing-  scored  the  pre- 
eminently sigiiilicant  success. 

In  1892  the  fertile  business  niiiid  of  Air.  Ilall  C(MK'-ei\  ed  the  tVirma- 
tion  of  a  company  to  undertake  the  construction  of  the  machinery 
equipment  of  the  rapidly-building  great  business  blocks,  and  the  New 
\ork  Sream  Fitting  Company""  was  incorporated  with  its  founder  as 
president  and  his  eldest  son.  George  Edward  Hall,  as  secretary  and 
treasurer.  This  business  was  subsequently  transferred  to  his  sons  Henry 
L.  and  Burton  P.  Hall,  under  whose  proprietorship  and  management  it 
has  grown  to  substantial  proportions. 

The  G.  F.  Hall  Company,  incorporated  in  1895  with  George  hVank- 
h'n  Flail,  president,  and  George  Edward  PLall,  secretary  and  treasurer, 
conducts  all  other  business  interests  established  by  the  late  Georg-e  F, 
Hall.  Avho  was  succeeded  upon  his  decease.  June  8.  1904,  in  botli  pro- 
prietorship and  presidency  of  the  G.  F.  Flail  Company  by  r\Ir.  George 
Edward  Flail.  All  of  these  interests  have  Xew  York  headquarters  at 
211  Centre  street. 

Mr.  Flail  had  a  winter  residence  in  Hancock  street,  Brooklyn, 
while  many  sumn^.ers  were  spent  on  the  old  homestead  of  his  father  at 
Pittsfield.  He  was  most  devotedly  attached  to  the  county  of  his  nativ- 
ity-, and  while  he  was  an  extensive  traveler  he  never  failed  upon  his  re- 
turn from  numerous  travels  in  this  country  and  abroad  to  gi\-e  en- 
thusiastic expression  of  his  preference  for  the  abounding  natural  beau- 
ties of  the  Berkshire  Flill  country  over  any  locality  which  he  had  vis- 
ited. 

A  favorite  summer  pastime  of  ^Ir.  Flail  in  his  later  years  was 
automobile  touring,  which,  in  keeping-  with  his  characteristic  of  doing 
to  the  best  possible  advantag-e  whatever  engaged  him.  he  accomplished 
in  the  best  machines  which  the  market  afforded.    Fie  was  a  valued  and 
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valuable  member  of  the  Berkshire  Automobile  Club,  which  voiceil  the 
sentiment  of  the  entire  community  in  wh.ich  he  was  born  in  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  wiiich  were  passed  upon  his  demise: 

'■'  In  the  sudden  and  untinielv  death  of  our  brother  and  friend, 
George  Frank  Hall,  Esq..  the  menihcrs  of  the  Berkshire  Auton.iolMle 
Club  realize  that  they  have  been  bereft  of  the  society  of  one  of  its  most 
wortliy,  honorable  and  highly  esteemed  charter  members.  His  fellow- 
ship reflected  credit  and  honor  upon  the  clu]>  by  his  social  and  cordial 
attitude  towards  its  members,  by  his  judicious  counsels  and  co-operation, 
ill  its  organization  and  niaintenance,  and  by  his  liberal  contribution  to 
its  material  needs. 

"  The  sterling  traits  of  character  of  Mr.  Hall,  revealed  by  his  daily 
association  with  his  fellow  men.  displayed  a  type  of  grand  and  noble 
manhood  rarely  met  with,  worthy  of  the  emulation  of  younger  men 
as  a  model  for  the  guidance  of  a  useful  and  honorable  life. 

"Be  it  Resolved.  That  the  club  rooms  be  draped  in  mourning  thirty 
days  as  a  token  of  sorrow  at  the  demise  of  our  late  brother. 

"  Be  it  Resolved.  That  the  profound  sympatln-  of  this  club  be  ex- 
tended to  the  sons,  sister  and  other  relatives  of  the  deceased  in  their 
irreparable  loss. 

"  Be  it  Resolved.  That  a  copy  of  these  sentiments  and  resijhitions 
be  transmitted  to  the  family  of  the  deceased,  and  a  copy  be  sprera!  upon 
the  records  of  this  club. 

Osc.\R  S.  Roberts, 
"'  Jxo.  H.  X01?LE. 
"  Ed\\;ard  H.  Bridomax, 

''Committee." 

!Mr.  Hall  married  in  1849  ^Eary  ^Nfonroe  Powers,  cif  the  historic 
Xew  England  family  \vhic!i  gave  to  the  world  the  famous  sculptor, 
Hiram  Powers.  Mrs.  Hall  was  a  -worthy  descendant  of  a  worthy  race, 
a  devoted,  self-sacrificing  mother  to  the  five  sons  whoni  she  left,  and 
an  inspiration  and  helpmeet  in  all  that  that  word  implies  to  her  hus- 
band. She  died  in  June,  1901,  and  thus  Mr.  Hall  had  more  than  a  half 
century  of  this  most  beneficent  of  associations.  To  those  who  were 
nearest  to  him  he  was  wont  to  ascribe  all  credit  tor  any  success  which 
he  had  attained  to  the  good  counsel  and  encouragement  ot  this  loving 
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and  failhful  wife.  Hieir  eldest  son,  Gcorg'e  Edward  Hall,  who  was 
born  February  22.  1853,  married  Edna  C,  daughter  (if  Charles  Seaman, 
and  has  two  children.  Clinton  and  Marion  H.  Hall.  Henry  L.  Hall, 
born  October  3.  1S61.  married  Ida.  daughter  of  Xoah  Rcrlford,  of  Xeu- 
p.-rt.  Rhode  Is'and.  Burton  P.  Hall,  born  .-\pril  rg,  1S67.  married 
Bertha,  dauglner  of  Horace  Packard,  of  Brooklyn,  and  lias  a  son.  Clif- 
ford. Rol>ert  E.  Plall.  Ixirn  INIarch  15.  187 1,  married  Elizabeth,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  H.  Lerned.  of  Pittsfield.  Massachusetts,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren. Mary  and  Elizabeth.  The  youngest  son.  Harold  X.  Hall,  is  un- 
married and  is  an  architect,  praciicing  his  profession  in  Xew  York  city. 
All  of  the  children  reside  in  and  near  Plainlield.  X'ew  Jersey. 


CLIXTOX  OUACKEXBUSH  RICHMOXD. 

Among  the  citizens  of  Xorth  Adams  whose  public  services  and  pri- 
vate enterprises  liave  been  alike  valuable  to  city,  county  and  common- 
wealth, the  gentleman  v^'hose  name  introduces  these  memoirs  may  be 
appropriately  numbered.  He  is  also  of  that  interesting  and  considerable 
group  of  men  in  Berkshire  county  whose  ancestors  were  among  the 
earkiest  settlers  of  X'ew  England  and  who  proved  so  strongly  capable 
of  meeting  the  emergencies  of  pioneer  life  and  of  subsequently  declaring 
and  sustaining  their  independence  of  a  tyrannous  rule.  He  is  lineally 
descended  from 

John  Richmond,  who  was  one  of  the  first  purchasers  in  Taunton, 
}.Ia55achusett5,  in  1637,  and  died  there  starch  20,  1664,  aged  seventy 
years.  Early  tradition  says  that  John  Richmond  was  from  Ashton 
Keyes,  a  parish  four  and  a  half  miles  from  Crichlade,  Wiltshire.  Eng- 
land, where  he  was  baptized  in  1597.    An  abstract  of  his  will  is  given  in 
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**' New  Eng-land  Genealogical  an>:l  Historical  Register."  Vol. 
p.  l8o,  and  his  children  are  named.    One  nf  hi<  de-^cendanf s  wris 

Edward  Richnaand.  bcirn  in  Tauntori.  Massnchi'sctt?,  1756.  He 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  war.    His  son  was 

Josiah  Richmond,  who  served  in  tlic  Platt-hu.rg-  canijjaign  during 
the  war  v/ith  Great  Britain  in  1812.  He  movctl  with  his  t:iniil_\-  from 
Piitsion,  New  York,  to  Hocsick.  Xew  York,  and  kept  a  hotel  for  many 
years  on  the  old  stage  road  frorn  North  Adam.s  to  Tro}-.    His  son  was 

Albert  E.  Richmond,  born  in  Pittston,  New  York.  September  23, 
1819;  died  ^lay  31.  1S95.  Although  brought  up  in  the  h<jtel  bu'^incss, 
he  gave  it  up  at  his  lathers  deatii  and  entered  the  incrcantile  business 
at  Ploosick.  He  removed  to  North  Adams,  Massacluisetts,  in  i860,  and 
purchased  the  Berkshire  House,  which  he  conducted  for  twenty-seven 
years,  with  the  exception  of  a  sliort  time  when  he  kept  the  Mansicm 
House  in  Troy,  New  York.  He  also  kept  the  Wilson  House  in  North 
Adams  for  a  few  years,  and  built  the  Richmond  House,  which  he  man- 
aged until  1887.  ]Mr.  Ricr.mond  ser\ed  in  the  New  York  assembly, 
and  in  18S8  in  the  Massachusetts  legislature,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
prudential  committee  of  the  fire  district  in  North  Adams,  an']  (^f  the 
water  v."ork5  toard.    He  was  a  member  of  the  North  Adams  Club. 

He  married,  October  22,  1857,  Anna  M.  Ouackenbu>h,  born  in 
Hoosick,  New  A'ork,  in  1836  (for  genealog}-  see  Cebra  Quackenbush, 
this  work;.  They  had  three  children:  Clinton  Q.,  William  W^,  treas- 
urer of  the  Hoosick  Savings  Bank,  and  Grace  V.,  wife  of  T.  E.  Dore- 
mus,  of  Wilmington,  Delaware. 

Clinton  Ouackenbush  Richmond,  born  December  17,  1859,  at  Hoo- 
sick, New  York,  graduated  from  Drury  high  school,  1877.  ^'""^^  irom 
Amherst  College  with  the  degree  B.  A.,  class  of  "81.  and  is  a  member  of 
the  Delta  Kappa  Epsilon  Society.  His  firbt  business  association  was 
with  his  father  in  the  conduct  of  the  Richmond  Hotel,  North  Adarns. 
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His  next  enterprise  was  the  establishing-  of  a  plant  at  North  Adanis  for 
the  manufacture  of  carlion  for  electric  lit;iitirij^-  ajijiaratus,  and  this  busi- 
ness -was  sullicicntly  successful  to  challerig'e  the  intere^^t  of  the  Thv)ms()n- 
Houston  Electric  Company,  which  purcli,i?cd  the  same  aiKl  removed  the 
plant  to  Fremont,  Oliio.  Vlth  .jthcr.-.  Mr.  Riclmn^nd,  in  i8S8,  pur- 
chased the  street  railwav  line  between  Adan.is  and  Xorth  Adams,  tlien 
operated  v,"ith  horse  cars:  an  electric  equipn'ient  was  installed,  and  the 
Hoosick  Valley  Street  Railway  Company  incorporated,  one  of  the 
earliest  of  the  electric  roads  of  ^Massachusetts.  Mr.  Richmond  served 
as  president  of  this  company  from  i88S  to  1902.  During;-  Mr.  Rich- 
mond's term  of  ser\  ice  as  its  presiding  ofticial  the  road  was  extended  to 
W'illiamstown  at  the  west  and  to  Cheshire  at  the  south,  at  the  latter 
point  connecting  with  lines  to  Pittsheld.  one  line  running  from  the 
latter  place  to  Great  Barrington  thnjug-h  Lenox,  Lee  and  Stockbridge. 
Especially  st:bstantial  contributions  to  the  architecture  and  business  of 
Xortli  Adams  by  Messrs.  C.  O.  and  W.  W.  Richmond  were  the  erection 
of  the  Xew  Richmond  Hotel  and  Richmond  Theater,  both  of  \\hich 
were  conducted  initially  by  them.  Mr.  Clinton  0.  Richmond  was  espe- 
cially interested  and  assisted  in  securing  the  location  of  the  State  Xor- 
mal  School  at  Xorth  Adams,  and  rendered  service  also  in  securing  the 
necessary  appropriations  for  the  Greylock  Mountain  Reservation.  Mr. 
Richmond's  political  afhliation  is  with  the  Republican  party,  \vhich  has 
called  his  services  into  requisition  to  numer'ius  offices  of  trust  and  high 
responsibility.  He  represented  Xorth  Adams  in  the  state  legislature  in 
1896  and  1S97,  serving  efficiently  on  numerous  important  committees, 
is  a  member  of  the  Massachusetts  state  board  of  education,  to  which  he 
■was  appointed  in  1901  by  Govern^jr  Crane  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of 
President  Carter  of  Williams  College,  and  reappointed  by  Go\  erm  ir 
Douglas  for  the  1905- ij  term.    He  was  for  nine  years  a  member  of  the 
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Xorth  Adams  school  board  and  advanced  the  c:iuse  of  education  locally 
by  successfully  chaiiipionino-  many  wise  measures.  He  also  served  for 
a  period  as  president  of  the  Xortli  Adams  board  of  trade. 

Mr.  Richmond  married  Hannah  M.  Bates,  daughter  of  Ellsworth  X. 
Bates,  a  native  of  Cummington.  Massachusetts,  and  who  read  lav.-  under 
the  preceptorship  of  the  late  Senator  Henry  L.  Dawes,  subsequently  re- 
moving to  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  wlierc  he  practiced  law.  He  was  captain 
in  Twen.tietli  Iowa  \"olunteer  Infantry  during  the  civil  war,  and  ill 
health  engendered  at  the  siege- of  \'icksburg  resulted  in  his  demise  in 
1863.  His  wife  was  a  native  of  X'orth  Adams.  Massachusetts.  Mr. 
and  }klrs.  Richmond- have  a  son,  Clinton  Whitman,  born  October  22, 
l8yo,  and  a  daughter,  ^,I?.ry  Quackenbush  Richmond,  born  Xo\-ember 
24,  1900.  .  ". 

JOSEPH  HEXRY  WOOD. 

Joseph  Henry  Wood,  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Wood 
Brothers,  Pittstield,  ^lassachusetts.  was  born  August  5,  1S50,  in  Xails- 
worth.  a  suburban  district  of  Bristol.  Gloucestershire,  England,  son  of 
John  Pooley  \\'cod,  who  located  in  1S60  in  Pittsfield,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  the  shoe  manufacturing  business  for  six  years  with  Alvin 
Leflingwell  under  the  tirm  name  of  Lefhngwell  &  Wood.  In  1866  John 
Pooley  Wood  purchased  his  partner's  interest  in  the  establishment,  and 
conducted  the  same  with  marked  success  during  the  long  period  of 
thirty-one  years.  He  early  won  and  alwa\-s  retained  the  confidence 
and  respect  of  his  fellow-  citizens.  Since  1897  he  has  been  living  in 
retirement  in  Pittsfield.  His  wife  was  Elizabeth  Hen-miii-ig.  also  a 
native  of  Gloucestershire.  She  died  in  1901,  leaving  three  s;)i-.s  and 
two  daughters,  the  imm-ediate  sul)ject  of  this  sketch  being  the  elde'^t 
of  the  children. 
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Joseph .  Henry  Wood  reoeix  cd  his  initial  schoohng  in  I.ondon, 
England,  a  tuition  whicli  was  supplemented  by  attendance  in  the  public 
sc'nools  of  Pittsheld,  Zvlassachusetts.  In  1882.  in  partnership  associa- 
tion with  his  brother,  William  P.  Wood,  he  became  established  in  husi- 
n.ess  in  Pittsheld  for  the  sale  of  pianos,  organs,  music  and  musical  in- 
struments and  goods  generally,  under  the  firm  name  of  Wood  Brothers. 
Frc>m  an  extremely  modest  beginning  the  business  developed  until  it 
became  the  leading  one  in  its  line  in  western  ]>.Iassachusett5.  This 
magnificent  result  has  1-een  attained  by  dint  of  industry,  enterprise  and 
business  integrity.  Its  growth  has  neces.^iLatcd  the  establishment  of  a 
branch  house  at  North  Adams,  and  for  a  long  period  the  two  stores 
practically  monopolized  the  music  business  of  Berkshire  county.  In 
advancing  the  musical  interests  and  cultivating  the  musical  taste  of  the 
people  of  this  community  the  firm  of  Wood  Brothers  has  been  a  most 
important  factor,  both  through  the  handling  of  instruments  of  superior 
make  and  in  securing  numerous  public  entertainments  by  distinguished 
artists,  vocal  and  instrumental.  A  further  business  connection  of  Mr. 
Joseph  H.  Wood  is  a  considerable  interest  in  the  Musgrove  Knitting 
Company,  manufacturers  of  cotton  and  worsted  underwear,  at  7O  W^est 
street,  Pittsfield,  of  which  concern  ^Ir.  Wood  is  president.  He  is  also 
a  stockholder  and  director  in  the  Spark  Coil  Company,  Pittsfield.  Mr. 
V\'ood  is  one  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  state  central  committee 
for  the  Protection  of  Fish  and  Game,  and  in  that  capacity  has  rendered 
valuable  service  to  the  state.  He  was  one  of  the  first  of  the  citizens 
of  Pittsfield  to  urge  tlie  formation  of  what  was  originally  known  as  the 
Riverside  Rifle  and  Gun  Club,  with  which  and  its  successor,  the  Pitts- 
field Rod  and  Gun  Club,  he  has  had  almost  constant  official  connection 
since  its  formation  in  1875.  He  is  a  memlx;r  of  Crescent  Lodge,  F. 
and  A.  M. ;  Berkshire  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.;  Berkshire  Couticil,  R.  and 
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S.  ^I. :  and  Berksliire  Comiuandery.  K.  T.  He  inarried,  Janr.aiy  20, 
1872.  Clara  daughter  of  the  late  Daiiiel  and  Ehza  (Clark)  Dainty. 
Daniel  Dainty  was  for  many  years  a  highly  respected  merchant  of 
Pittsfield.  The  children  of  tliis  union  were  Clara  Alahel,  now  wife  of 
the  Rev.  John  Harris,  pastor  of  the  }>Iethodist  Episcopal  church  at 
Hoosic  Falls,  New  York;  the  2\Iisses  I^ura,  Maud,  and  Jessie  Alherta 
Wood,  the  latter  a  graduate  of  Pittsfield  high  school,  class  of  1903; 
and  Albert  William  V\'ood.  graduate  of  Pittsfield  high  school,  class  of 
1904.  ^Jrs.  Clara  M.  (Dainty)  Wood  died  Xovember  2,  1893.  Two 
years  later  'Sir.  Wood  married  ^Nliss  Melvena  Frances  Xickerson,  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Captain  Fraiicis  and  MeU'cna  (Cook)  Xickerson,  of 
Provincetown,  Cape  Cod.  The  family  attend  the  },Iethodist  Episcopal 
church,  Pittsfield. 

WILLIAM.  PORTER  WOOD. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  these  m.em.oirs  is  one  of 
Pittsfield's  substantial  business  men,  who,  notwithstanding  the  demands 
upon  his  time  of  a  great  and  growing  business,  has  ever  been  dominated 
by  a  desire  to  further  every  interest  and  influence  that  makes  for  public 
weal  and  whose  services  have  been  brought  into  requisition  frequently 
and  have  been  given  freely  and  efficiently  in  the  discharge  of  numerous 
and  diverse  private  and  public  trusts.  William  Porter  Wood  v/as  born 
June  9,  1853,  in  Xailsworth,  Gloucestershire,  England,  son  of  John 
Pooley  Wood  (see  sketch  of  Joseph  Henry  Wood). 

William  P.  Wood,  second  of  the  children  of  John  Pooley  Wood, 
received  his  preliminary  schooling  in.  L^jndon.  England,  and  this  was 
follovvcd  by  attendance  upon  the  public  schools  and  Carter's  Business 
College  of  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts.  His  first  business  connection  was 
as  clerk  in  John  Ereakey's  shoe  store  on  Xorth  street.    He  then  learned 
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siioemakinjr  witli  his  fatlier.  and  this  as^ocialicni  continued  for  four 
years.  The  foHowing-  eight  x'cars  found  him  in  the  employ  of  the 
Wdieeler  &  Wilson  Sewing  Maclhne  Company,  for  six  years  of  which 
period  he  was  located  in  Berkshiire  county,  tVir  one  }'ear  in  WVircester 
and  for  one  year  in  W'ahham,  ^.lassacluisetts.  He  then  accepted  the 
management  of  Chiett  &  Sons'  music  hiuise  at  Pittsfield,  and  in  tliis 
connection  secured  the  foundational  practical  knowledge  w  lhcli  w  itli 
subsequent  similar  experience  and  emph^yment  so  well  equipped  him 
for  the  business  which  he  with  his  eldest  I.rcther.  Mr.  Joseph  H.  Wood, 
established  in  iSSj  under  the  hrn"!  name  of  Wood  Brothers  in  Pitts- 
field.  I\Iassachusens.  for  the  sale  of  ipianos,  r^rgans.  mu-sic  and  musical 
instruments  and  goods  generally.  From  an  extremely  modest  start  this 
business  has  developed  rapidly  and  is  now  the  leading  one  in  its  line  in 
Avestern  Massachusetts.  This  magnificent  result  has  been  attainea  by 
dint  of  industry,  enterprise  and  business  integrity.  Its  growth  has 
necessitated  the  establishment  of  a  branch  house  at  Xi.>rth  Adams,  and 
the  two  stores  combined  practically  monopolize  the  music  business  of 
Berkshire  county. 

William  P.  Wood  is  a  director  of  the  Wilcox  &-  White  Company, 
of  Meriden.  Connecticut,  manufacturers  of  the  "  Angelus,"  the  best  of 
automatic  piano  players.  He  has  from  time  to  time  undertaken,  with 
other  public-spirited  citizens,  to  advance  the  business  and  general  inter- 
ests of  the  community  in  securing  the  location  r,f  \  arious  manufacturing 
plants  in  or  near  the  cijunty  seat.  In  acKancing  the  musical  interests 
and  cultivating  the  musical  taste  of  tl':e  people  of  Berkshire  county  the 
firm  of  Wood  Brothers  has  been  a  most  important  factor  both  through 
the  handling  of  instruments  of  superior  make,  and  securing  public  en- 
tertainments by  distingaiished  artists,  vocal  and  instrumental.  William 
P.  Wood  was  president  of  the  Berkshire  County  Musical  Society,  which 
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for  a  teiT.T  of  years  g'ave  annual  musical  festivals  wherein  such  soloists 
as  Xoruica.  Blauveir,  Watkins  ^lills.  and  others  of  like  fame  were 
participants. 

Mr.  Wood  is  staunchly  Republican  in  his  political  proclivities  and 
has  given  unstintedly  <:'f  tiire.  talent  and  means  to  secure  the  success 
of  his  parly.  His  ser\-ices  ha\-e  been  in  constant  requisition  as  delegate 
to  ccaiventions.  local,  countv  and  state,  since  i88S:  lie  has  served  as  a 
member  of  the  city  committee,  and  continuously  since  1898  as  member 
and  treasurer  of  the  county  committee.  In  1892.  as  a  resident  of  the 
sixth  -ward,  Mr.  \\'cK3d  was  sought  by  his  party  as  the  aldermr'.nic  can- 
didate most  likely  to  carry  that  Democratic  stronghrild  whicli  up  to 
that  time  had  never  returned  a  Rejniblican  to  the  board  of  aldermen. 
He  was  elected  to  that  board,  and  his  exceptionally  efficient  service  in 
claims  and  fire  department  committee  work  in  that  b:)dy  attested  the 
wisdom  of  In's  ccnstituerits  in  their  choice  of  a  representative.  In  1896 
he  was  a  member  of  the  state  central  committee,  and  in  that  }'ear  also 
was  nruninated  for  the  ofhce  of  county  commissiuner,  to  which  he  was 
elected  by  the  fiatterin.g  n^ajority  of  3.999.  He  was  re-elected  in  1899. 
and  again  in  1902.  .Vs  county  comnn"ssioncr  ]\Ir.  Wood  and  his  asso- 
c-ates  have  succeeded  in  establishing  a  new  order  of  things  in  the 
county  buildings,  especially  in  the  iu'.prdved  fv.cilities  installed  for  their 
ventilation:  and  notably  in  the  substitution  for  a  proposed  extensive 
addition,  of  an  admirable  plan  of  re-arrangement  whereby  much  addi- 
tional space  needed  for  the  transaction  of  the  public  business  was  gained 
at  a  saving  for  the  petjple  of  the  sum  of  $50,1:30.  "The"  county  debt 
has  l:een  reduced  S60.000  during  this  period  of  excellent  management 
with  no  appreciable  addition  to  the  rax  rate.  Fraternally  }v[r.  3d 
is  a  member  of  Crescent  Lodge.  I-",  and  A.  M.:  Berkshire  Chap;ter, 
R.  A.   M.;  Berkshire  Cour.cil  and  Berkshire  Comnrnder}'.  Knights 
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Teinplar.  Ik-  I-  master  of  his  lodge :  past  higli  priest  of  the  ehap- 
ter:  past  :r-.r.:.;:.icr  of  the  C(nnni;)inler\- ;  past  distriet  deputy  grand 
master  of  the  (hstriet,  and  past  distriet  deptity  grand  high  priest.  He 
is  past  chancellor  of  Berkshire  Lodge,  Knights  of  Pythias,  a  nieniher 
also  of  Rovnl  Arcanum,  and  past  master  workman  of  .-uicient  Order 
United  Workmen. 

He  was  married  December  25.  1873,  l*^''^  daughter  of  Edwin 
Davis,  nf  Pittsfield.  ^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Wood  have  tw(j  sons  and  two 
daughters:  John  E..  who  is  now  preparing  in  the  most  practical  \vay 
possible  lor  ultimately  engaging  in  the  iMaii  )  business  by  learning  piano 
making  in  the  Kranich  &  Bach  factory,  Xew  York;  George  E.,  clerk  in 
Pittsfield  National  Bank;  E.  Grace.  Vvife  of  A.  R.  Norton,  organist  of 
Simpson  [Methodist  Episcopal  church,  Brooklyn,  Xew  York,  and  who 
have  one  child.  Ida  J^aura  Norton:  and  Elizaljeth  'SI.,  wife  of  A.  U. 
Brander.  vi:cal  tejcher.  New  GlasgcAv,  Nova  Scotia,  to  whom  has 
l;een  born  a  .=-on.  WiHiaiii  Wallace  Brander.  Mrs.  A.  R.  Norton  is  solo 
soprano  of  St.  James  Episcopal  church,  Brooklyn.  Sh.  and  Mrs.  Wood 
reside  at  48  On^jta  street,  and  are  members  of  the  South  Congregational 
church. 

LAWRENCE  C.  SWIET.  ^L  D. 

Dr.  Lawrence  Ch.ew  Swift,  for  a  number  of  }-ears  a  leading  ph\si- 
cian  of  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  was  of  excellent  ancestry,  numbering 
among  his  forebears  several  who  rendered  conspicuous  service  to  the 
patriot  cause  during  the  Revolutionary  period. 

Thomas  Swift,  the  founder  of  the  family  of  that  name  in  America, 
was  a  son  of  Robert  Swift,  of  Rotherham,  Yorkshire,  England.  The 
town  records  of  Dorchester,  ^vlassachusetti,  show  that  he  had  land 
granted  him  there  in  November,  1634,  was  admitted  freeman  in  1635, 
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and  vvas  a  member  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wareham'?  church  in  1636,  with  his 
\vife  EHzabeth.  She  was  probahh-  a  daup'hter  of  Bernard  Capen.  who 
came  from  Dorctiester.  Engiand.  and  died  in  Dorchester.  IMassachu- 
setts,  Novem.ber  8.  1638,  and  who  had  been  a  representative  several 
times,  and  was  prominent  in  puWic  affairs.  Thomas  Swift  held  many 
tov/n  cfrices.  and  town  meetings  were  held  at  his  house.  He  had  ten 
children.    The  second  vras 

Thomas  Swift,  born  in  D'u-chester.  ^NTassachusetts,  June  17.  1635. 
died  at  ]^iilton.  ^Lassachusetts.  January  26.  1717-18.  He  married,  De- 
cember 9.  1657,  Elizabeth  Vose.  died  January  26.  1676.  daugiiter  of 
Robert  Vose.  of  ^Milton.  He  married  (second).  October  16,  1676.  Sarah 
Clapp.  who  died  February  4.  171 7- 18.  He  received  land  in  Milton  from 
his  father-in-law  in  1659,  and  that  with  other  lots  was  the  original 
homestead  and  remained  in  the  family  until  1835.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  church  in  Dr^rchester,  and  a  founder  of  the  First  Church  in  ]\iil- 
ton,  April  24.  1678,  and  became  a  deacon  August  20,  1682.  His  wife 
was  admitted  to  the  church  October  2,  j68i,  by  letter  from  the  church 
in  Dorchester.  He  held  many  town  offices,  was  representatix'e  and  a 
lieutenant,  and  was  appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  Xepon-et  Indians. 
The  youngest  of  his  six  children  was 

Colonel  Samuel  S\\ift.  born  in  ^lilton.  December  10,  1G83,  died 
October  13.  1747.  Fie  married.  Xovember  6.  1707,  Ann  Holman,  who 
died  May  19,  1769,.  daughter  of  Thomas  Holman.  of  Milton.  Colonel 
Swift  was  one  of  the  wealthiest  and  most  influential  men  in  ]\[ilton, 
was  a  judge  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  colonel  of  militia,  representa- 
tive, and  selectman  for  upwards  of  twenty  years.  He  was  father  of 
eleven  cliildren.  of  whom  the  fifth  was 

Samuel  Swift,  born  in  Milton.  June  9.  1715.  died  Aug-ust  30,  1775. 
He  married  in  1738,  Eliphal  Tilley,  born  February  7,  1713.  daughter 
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of  Samuel  and  Eliphal  TiHey.  ■  He  married  (second).  October  5,  1757, 
Ann  Foster.  l>:M-n  Octoler  3.  i/2C).  died  May  8.  1788,  daughter  of  Cap- 
tain Hri.esiill  and  Sarah  (Allen)  Foster. 

'Mr.  Swift  was  graduated  from  Plarvard  College  in  1733.  He 
studied  law  and  located  in. Boston,  and  soon  became  one  of  its  most 
influential  citizens.  His  zeal  and  resokition  led  many  P'ostonians  to 
secrete  their  arms  when  General  Gage  desired  to  ha\'e  them  brought  in. 
and  he  presided  at  a  meeting"  where  it  \va5  agreed  to  use  the  arms  and 
pitchforks  and  axes  in  an  attack  upon  the  British  troops  on  the  com- 
mon. General  Cage  heard  of  this  and  imprisrmed  Mi'.  Swift  and  others. 
His  incarceration  brought  on  a  disease  from  which  'Mr.  Swift  did  uot 
recover  and.  as  it  was  expressed  by  President  Adams,  "he  was  a  martyr 
to  freedom's  cause.''    The  fifth  of  his  nir.e  children  was 

Dr.  Foster  Swift,  born  in_  Boston,  Massachusetts,  in  Januar\-.  1760, 
died  AxUgust  18.  1S35.  He -married,  February  18,  17S3,  Deljorali  De- 
lano, born  September.  176-'.  died  June  3,  1824.  daughter  of  Captain 
Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Delano,  of  Xantucket.  2\Irs.  Swift  was  descended 
from  Philip  de  Launoy.  who  served  Charles  \^  of  France  in  1543.  and 
whose  ancestry  has  been  traced  back  three  centuries  earlier.  Dr.  Swift 
began  to  study  medicine  in  1779.  ^"^^  about  1780  was  appointed  surgeon 
on  the  slcop-of-war  Portsmouth."  which  was  captured.  Fie  was  im- 
prisoned at  St.  Lucie,  and  escaped  with  others  after  remaining  there 
for  thirteen  months  by  capturing  a  vessel  lying  in  the  harb<)r.  In  No- 
vember, 17S2,  he  went  to  \'irginia,  carrying  a  letter  to  General  Wash- 
ington, who  gave  him  friendly  aid.  but  he  lost  his  health  and  returned 
to  Xantucket.  He  removed  to  Dartmouth  and  later  to  Taunton,  where 
he  practiced  medicine  until  1809,  when  he  removed  to  Boston.  He 
was  made  post  surgeon  in  the  army  and  died  while  in  the  perforhiance 
of  his  duty  in  New  London.    Of  his  six  children  the  eldest  was 
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General  Joseph  Gardner  Swift.  LL.  D..  lujrn  in  XaiiUicket.  Massa- 
chusetts, December  3,  17S3.  died  July  23.  1865.  He  married,  June  6, 
1,805.  Louisa  Ma'-g:\rcr  \\"alker.  born  Octi)[)er  14.  T78S,  died  Xmem- 
ber  15.  1855.  daughter  of  Captain  James  A\'alker,  uf  \\'ilriiirigti")n,  Xuiih 
Carolina.  An  exhaustive  biographical  sketcii  of  General  Swift,  who 
was  tiie  first  graduate  from  the  National  ]\Iilitary  Academy,  West  Pnint, 
has  been  published.  He  was  father  of  twelve  ch.ildren,  of  whom  the 
se\'enth  was 

IMcRee  Swift,  born  in  Xew  York.  April  15,  1819.  He  has  been  a 
successful  civil  engineer,  largely  engaged  in  the  construction  and  man- 
agement of  railroads  iri  various  states  of  the  Union,  and  also  in  \'arious 
important  manttfacturing  enterprises.  He  married.  Septehibcr  13,  1842, 
Abby  Hortense  Chew,  daughter  of  Thomas  John  Chew,  U.  S.  X.  Of 
this  marriage  were  born  ten  children,  of  whom  the  fifth  \vas 

Lawrence  Chew  Swift.  IM.  D.,  born  February  24,  1852.  He  was 
graduated  in  1879  fi'C'ni  the  College  of  P'hysicians  and  Surgeons  of 
X'ev,-  York  city,  and  in  1880  served  an  interneship  in  Charity  Hospital. 
He  was  one  of  the  leading  physicians  of  Pitrsfield,  ^Massachusetts. 

Dr.  Swift  was  married  April  16,  1S84,  to  ]vliss  ]^Iabel  Bruce  Grif- 
fith, daughter  of  Colonel  Joseph  M.  Griffith,  of  Des  ib^ines.  Iowa.  .She 
died  and  he  married  (second),  on  June  2.  1896,  ?^Iiss  Mary  Gatch,  also 
of  Des  !Moines,  lov.a.    Dr.  Swift  died  June  i.  1905. 

HEXRY  A.  FRAXCIS. 

Henry  Alnnron  Francis,  gen.eral  manager  and  treasurer  of  the 
Pontoosuc  Woolen  Company.  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  comes  of  an 
honorable  ancestry  dating  from  early  colonial  times.  Fie  was  born  in 
Pittsfield.  October  6.  i86i. 

Robert  Francis  appears  in  Wethersfield,  Connecticut,  in  1651, 
where  he  died  January  2,  17 12.    His  common  lot  in  Wethersfield  was 
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Xo.  56.  lie  \va>  surve}-oi-  of  highways.  1673  and  16S5.  His  wife  was 
Joan,  whose  family  name  is  unknown;  she  died  January  29,  1705.  Their 
fourth  child  was 

Sergeant  John  Francis.,  born  in  Wethersfield,  September  4.  1658. 
One  authority  says  he  died  February  iS.  J  70S,  aged  fifty-three,  but  the 
New  England  Register  ( \'o!.  XAMI,  p.  262)  gives  date  as  December 

28.  171 1.    He  married,  February  10.  1680.  Sarah   ,  who 

died.  He  married  (second).  April  3,  16S2.  }*Iercy  Chittenden,  born 
l6<^2,  died  October  13.  1745.  aged  eighty-three.  He  had  fourteen  chil- 
dren by  his  second  wife.    The  eighth  was 

Robert  Francis,  born  in  Wethersfield,  January  29,  1697,  married 
Elizabeth  Butler.    They  had  five  children.    The  fourth  was 

Captain  William  Francis,  born  in  \A'ether;field,  February  11,  1730, 
died  in  Pittsfield,  ^lassachusetts,  }ibirch  13.  1S18.  He  married,  Octo- 
ber I,  1753.  rhebe  Woodhouse,  born  in  Wethersfield,  Connecticut.  No- 
vember 26,  1730,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Dorothy  (Buck)  Woodhouse. 

He  probably  married  (second)  Huldah   ,  who  died  in 

Pittsfield,  February  20.  1820,  aged  eighty-nine,  according  to  the  Pitts- 
field  Sun,  which  describes  her  as  his  relict.  He  was  an  early  settler  of 
Pittsfield.  was  appointed  a  fence  viewer  1761  ;  was  a  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier; was  on  the  town  list  1772.  with  a  family  of  nine  persons,  and  was 
on  the  census  of  1786.    He  had  si.K  children.    The  first  was 

Robert  Francis,  born  1755.  died  in  Pittsfield,  ^larch  7,  1S48.  He 
married  Sarah  Hubbard.  Ijorn  1761.  died  Feljruary  i.  1847,  ^ged  eighty- 
six,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Xaomi  (  Root)  Hu!>bard.  He  was  a  Revo- 
lutionary soldier.    He  had  eleven  children.    The  first  was 

Daniel  Hubbard  Francis,  b'jrn  in  Pittsfield.  January  13.  1783,  died 
April  25,  1S50.  He  married,  September  5.  1824,  Mahala  Chapman, 
h-orn  September,  1784.  died  February  7.  1850,  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
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Lucy  (Talcott)  Chapman.  He  was  one  oi  the  fifteen  original  memhers 
of  th.c  Baptist  churcli  in  1S50.    He  had  six  chii(h-eii.    The  second  was 

Deacon  Ahniron  Daniel  Francis,  born  'M?iy  11,  1807.  died  Decem- 
ber 12.  1899.  He  married.  April  17.  1829,  Lucy  Clmrchill,  lx)rn  June 
12.  1799.  died  October  30.  1865.  daughter  of  John  and  ^vlehitabcl  (Hub- 
bard) Churchill.  He  married  f second)  v.idow  ^Mary  (Jackson)  ]\[er- 
rill.  and  (third)  Mrs.  [Margaret  B.  Kay.  He  had  three  children,  by  his 
first  wife.    The  third  was 

James  Dwight  Francis,  born  in  Pittsfield.  December  23,  1837,  died 
September  29.  1886.  He  married,  June  15,  1859,  ^lartha  J.  Tower,  of 
Laneshoro,  lx)rn  in  W'illiamstown.  }^Iassachusetts,  ]\[ay  9,  1838,  died 
Augu.^t  29.  1882.  daughter  of  Ju'=tus  and  Emelinc  (Talcott)  Tower. 
He  married  (second)  at  Arlington.  Xew  Jei'sc} ,  September  29,  1885, 
Anna  Maria  Fab.ricius.  of  Pittsfield.  born  May  9,  1864.  daughter  of 
George  and  Julia  (^Mack)  Fabricius.  He  had  five  children:  1.  Henry 
Almiron.  born  October  6.  i86i.  married  Agnes  Bartlett.  2.  George 
Dwight,  b^Drn  January  22,  1866.  died  March  27,  1S86.  3.  Frederick 
Tower.  b;orn  November  21.  1869.  4.  Clifford,  born  'March  3,  1872. 
5.  Robert  Talcott.  born  December  7,  1873. 

Henry  Almiron  Francis,  born  in  Pittsfield,  October  6,  i86i,  mar- 
ried. June  6,  1894,  Agnes  E5artlett,  daughter  of  General  William  Fran- 
cis and  Agnes  (Pomeroy;  Bartlett.  He  is  general  manager  and  treas- 
urer of  the  Pontoosuc  Woolen  Company,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  suc- 
cessful companies  in  western  ^lassachusetts.  ]vlrs.  Francis  is  descended 
from  Robert  Bartlett,  who  came  from  England  before  1640,  and  settled 
at  Xewbun.-,  Massachusetts,  where  he  died  before  1647.  His  son  Rich- 
ard, born  in  England,  had  Samuel,  born  1646,  and  the  latter  had  son 
Thomas,  who  married  Sarah  Webster,  and  had  Enoch,  wh(j  married  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  Joshua  Bayley.  of  Havertiill,  formerly  a  surgeon  in  the 
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British  navy.  Bailey  BartleLt.  horn  in  liaverb.ill.  1750,  was  a  menilier 
of  the  legislature,  delegare  to  state  cotiventidns.  member  of  congress,  and 
slierilt  of  Essex  county  nearly  forty  years.  He  married  Peggy  White, 
a  daughter  of  John  White,  Jr..  and  a  descendant  of  William  White,  an 
early  settk-r  of  Ha\-erhill.    Their  son  was 

Charles  L.  Baitlett.  who  married  Harriet  Piummer,  of  an  old  Essex 
county  family.  EIc  was  a  commissioji  merchant  in  Boston.  He  liad 
five  children.    His  only  son  was 

William  Francis  Bartlett.  the  father  of  Mrs.  Francis.  He  was 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  soldiers  who  served  from  Massachusetts 
in  the  civil  war.  entering  the  army  April  17,  jS6i  (two  days  after  the 
ca])ture  of  Fort  Sumter  by  the  South  Carolina  rebels),  while  a  junior 
at  Har\-ard  College,  becoming  a  captain- July  10,  same  year.  He  was 
in  the  battle  of  Ball's  BlutT.  Oc).ol)cr  24,  1861.  and  distingnishe<l  him- 
self. At  the  siege  of  ^'orktown.  \'irginia,  he  was  struck  by  a  riile  ball, 
April  24,  1862,  and  lost  his  leg  in  consequence.  Recovering,  he  became 
colonel  of  the  Forty-ninth  Regiment,  ^Massachusetts  Infantry  Volun- 
teers, Xo^■ember,  18G2;"  sailed  for  Xew  Orleans,  January,  1863,  and 
later  marched  to  Port  Hudson,  where.  iNlay  27,  he  led  his  regiment  on 
horseback,  the  only  mounted  man  on  the  field.  Three  months  later  his 
regiment  was  mustered  out  at  Pittsfieid.  He  recruited  the  Fifty~se\  enth 
Infantry  Regiment  during  the  fall,  and  was  appointed  colonel  March 
28,  1864.  The  citizens  of  Winthrop,  where  his  father  lived,  presented 
him  a  sword.  He  v,-as  again  wounded,  May,  1864,  at  the  battle  of  the 
Wilderness,  in  Virginia.  In  June  he  was  promoted  brigadier  general, 
and  assigned  to  the  Xinth  Army  Corps.  At  the  storming  of  Petersburg, 
July  30,  he  was  taken  prisoner,  and  was  not  e.Kchanged  for  two  nionths. 
In  June  and  July,  1865.  having  previijusly  been  out  of  health,  he  was 
made  commander  of  the  I'irst  Division,  Xinth  Arm\-  Corps,  near  Wash- 


BERKSHIRE  CO  i 'NTY 


ington,  although  not  entirely  reco\ereiJ.  Six  months  h\t.t;r  he  was  g'iven 
six  months"  leave  of  absence,  and  was  rnnslered  out  of  ser\-ice  in  July, 
1866.    He  was  bre\-etted  major  crencral  of  \-olunlcers  }vrarch  1865. 

General  Bartk-tt  married,  October  14.  1865,  ;\liss  Agnes  Pomeroy, 
of  Pittsneld,  and  had  six  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Francis  is  one.  Tde 
was  treasurer  and  general  manager  of  Pomeroy  Iron  Works,  at  West 
Stockbridge.  and  was  also  in  the  paper  business.  In  1873  '"^^^^^  ^^74  '''^ 
was  in  charge  of  tr.e  Powh.atan  Iron  Company  at  Richmond,  Virginia. 
He  became  senior  warden  of  St.  Steplien's  Protestant  Episcopal  church 
in  Pittsricld  in  1S71.  He  v.'as  an  eloquent  S])eaker,  and  was  beloved  by 
all  who  knev>'  him.  That  his  snlendid  militarv  services  were  appre- 
ciated by  the  people  of  his  native  state  has  been  shown  by  the  fact  that 
his  statue  is  to  be  placed  in  the  State  House  in  Boston,  executed  b}-  the 
celebrated  sculptor.  Daniel  Chester  French,  at  his  studio  in  Glendale, 
Berkshire  county.  '  •  ■ 

Mr.  F"rancis  is  also  descended  from  John  Churchill,  who  came  to 
Plymouth,  1643.  '"^''-^  married  (1644)  Hannah  Pontus,  daughter  of 
William  Priutus.  The}  had  a  son  John,  l>Drn  165-',  wdiich  son 
married  (1672)  Sarah  Hicks,  and  had  Barnabas,  born  16S6,  married 
Lydia  Harlow,  born  16S9.  They  had  nine  children.  The  eighth  was 
Ebenezer  Churchill,  born  Xovember  9,  1732,  married  Jean  Fisher.  They 
had  six  children.  The  fifth  was  John  Churchill,  born  June  23,  1763, 
died  in  Pittsfield,  January  S,  1849:  married  (1789)  Flitty  Hubbard,  born 
December  17.  1767,  died  September  j,  1843,  daughter  of  Deacon  James 
and  }klartha  (Liverniore ;  Hubbard.  They  had  ten  children.  The 
sixth  was  Lucy,  born  June  12,  1799,  married  Almiron  D.  Francis,  and 
.they  were  the  grandparents  of  Henry  A.  Francis.  (For  the  Pomeroy 
ancestry  of  Mrs.  Francis  see  Theodore  L.  Pomeroy.)  ,     ■  ;■ 
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HON.  TOHX  CRAWTOI^D  CROSRY. 

Yew  men  of  his  year?  have  hecn  called  to  the  duties  of  as  many 
offices  of  large  responsibility  as  has  the  gentleman  whose  name  intro- 
duces these  memoirs,  and  none  could  have  discharged  those  duties  with 
more  efiiciency  and  integrity.  His  official  career  has  included  services 
to  his  city,  county,  commonwealth  and  the  country  at  large,  and  this 
notwithstanding  the  demands  of  a  markedly  successful  legal  practice, 
which  latter  is  now  having  its  natural  climacteric  in  his  occupanc)'  of 
the  bench  as  one  of  the  justices  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  ?\Ia55achusetts. 

John  Crosby,  grandfather  of  Judge  John  Crawf(ird  Crosby,  was 
born  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  Ireland,  E)ecemlDer  30,  1799,  and  came  to 
the  United  States  when  eleven -years  of  age  with  the  family  of  his  father, 
who  settled  in  Sheffield,  Berkshire  county,  }ilassachusetts.  Jolm  Crosby 
became  one  of  the  leading  agriculturists  of  that  locality,  with  a  large 
landed  estate.  He  married  Hannah  Curtis  ( for  genealogy  see  "  Curtis 
Family,"  this  publication),  by  whom  he  had  three  children,  one  who 
died  in  early  life.  John  Crosby,  and  Harriet,  who  married  Richard  Per- 
kins, a  farmer  of  Sheffi.eld  and  a  Union  scildier  who  met  his  death  at 
Winchester  during  the  Ci'\'il  war.  John  Crosby  (  Sr.)  died  February  7, 
1886;  his  w-ife  December  30,  1892.  Their  son,  John  Crosby,  father  of 
Judge  Crosby,  was  born  in  Sheffield,  February  15,  1829,  received  such 
education  as  was  afforded  by  the  public  schools  of  the  day,  the  while 
assisting  in  the  cultivation  of  the  homestead  farm.  As  a  young  man 
his  services  were  sought  in  the  fulfiilment  of  the  duties  of  numerous 
local  offices  and  shortly  after  attaining  his  majority  he  was  appointed 
'leputy  to  Sheriff'  Edward  F.  Ensign,  being  retained  in  that  capacity 
throughout  the  administrati'i^ns  of  Sheriff'  Ensign  and  of  his  successors. 
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Sheriffs  Georg-e  5.  V\'ii!is  and  Gvahani  A.  Rrri[.  a  period  covering  a 
quarter  ot  a  century.  In  i860  Dermty  SheriiT  Crnsby  removed  froiu 
S'nefneld  to  Stc-ckbridge.  ;ind  while  at  the  later  place  was  chairman 
of  tb.c  board  of  selectinen.  as  such  being-  actively  identified  witli  the 
raising  of  troops  iii  defense  of  the  I'nion.  Jn  iP^S.  at  die  request  of 
Sheriff  Root.  Deputv  Crosby  took  up  his  rcsirlencc  in  I'ittsfield.  wh.ere 
he  continued  to  h\-c  up  to  rhe  time  of  his  decease.  Decemlier  17,  1902. 
He  v.'a3  appointed  in.  1S75.  Governor  Gaston,  a  member  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts state  detective  force,  an  oiuce  which  he  lield  for  several  years, 
duri'-ig  his  incumbency  rendering  conspicuous  service  in  some  of  the 
most  important  criminal  cases  that  had  been  tried  up  to  that  time.  He 
was  for  several  years  one  of  PittsField's  board  of  assessors,  and  his 
services  v.x-rc  frequently  called  into  requisition  as  administrator  and 
executor  in  the  settlement  of  estates. 

In  1886  he  was  elected  sheriff  of  Berkshire  cciunty,  re-elected 
thereto  in  1SS9,  and  again  in  1892,  serving  three  full  terms  of  three 
years  each.  An  onerous  duty  v.diich  devolved  upon  him  as  sheriff  was 
the  caiTing  out  of  the  sentence  of  execution  of  William  Cc-y  for  the 
atrocious  murder  of  John  Whalen.  During  his  term  of  service  as 
sheriff  each  grand  jury  at  its  sitting  of  the  court  reported  after  due 
inspection  of  the  jail  and  house  of  correction  an  excellence  uf  condition 
and  efhciency  of  management  of  both  institutions,  the  especial  charges 
of  the  sheriff.  It  has  been  said  of  Sheriff  Crosby  that  he  "knew  every 
man,  woman  and  child  in  Berksliire  county ;  "  it  is  certain  that  he 
enjoyed  and  merited  a  large  measure  of  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all 
who  knew  him. 

He  married,  February  17,  185S,  Margaret,  daughter  of  Andrew 
and  Anna  (^slclndoe)  Crawford,  bi*th  naci\es  of  Scotland,  and  resi- 
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dents  La-  mr.ny  years  of  ihe  city  of  Xcw  York,  ^vlle^e  ^Ir.  Crawford 
Vv-as  a  contractnr  and  Imiider. 

joliii  Crawford  Cn^slw  was  horn  in  Sheffield,  Berkshire  connty. 
Massachusetts,  Tunc  15.  1850.  attended  tlie  pul)hc  and  high  schuoLs  of 
Pitt^neld,  and  was  graduated  from  Eastman's  Business  Cohcge,  Pough- 
keepsie.  Xew  York,  in  1S7S:  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of 
Hon.  ?\Iarsha]I  W'iiccx.  of  Bittsfield,  and  was  graduated  from  the  law 
department  of  Boston  University  and  admitted  to  the  Ijar  m  18S2.  He 
estalilish.ed  himself  for  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Pittsfield  under 
especiahv  favorable  auspices  for  ten  years:  lie  occupied  offices  with  the 
late  United  States  Senator  Hem-y  L.  Dawes,  and  from  1894  to  1905 
was  in  partnersh.ip  association  with  John  F.  Xoxon,  the  present  district 
attornev.  Sup-imed  up  briefly.  Judge  Crosliy's  professiciual  career  may 
be  said  to  have  been  successful  both  in  the  extent  and  charactei-  of  his 
practice,  the  partnership  association  especially  being  prolihc  of  a  pat- 
ronage and  lucrativeness  of  practice  second  to  none  in  Berlvsh.ire  count}'. 

Judge  Crosby  is  a  Democrat  of  the  stalwart  type  and  Ims  rendered 
valiant  service  thereto  in  every  campaign  from  the  attainment  of  his 
majority  up  to  tlie  date  of  his  accession  to  the  state  judiciar>.  \\t 
served  as  a  member  of  the  Pittsfield  school  committee  from  18S4  to 
1890;  was  a  represeiitative  in  the  state  legislature  in  1S86  and  1887, 
serving  on  the  rules  and  railroads  committees;  foilc>wiug  which.,  in 
18SS  and  1889,  he  was  state  senator,  serving  as  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  Proljate  and  insolvency,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  mer- 
cantile aftairs,'  and  as  a  member  of  the  judiciary  committee.  During 
his  senatorial  career  it  devolved  ujjon  him  to  secure  the  city  charter 
for  Pittsfield. 

In  1890  he  was  elected  as  the  Democratic  candidate  to  the  Fifty- 
second  Congress  from  the  then  Twelfth  Massachusetts  Congressional 
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District.  During  this  term  he  was  present  at  every  roll  call  and  intro- 
duced more  bills  and  petitions  thari  anv  other  mciribcr  from  IMassachu- 
setts.  He  serxed  >'.v\  military  affairs  and  post-office  and  post  roads 
comniittees.  taking-  an  especially  active  interest  in  the  work  of  the  latter 
and  securing  the  passage  of  various  hills  for  the  improvement  of  the 
postal  service.  He  was  defeated  for  re-election  in  1892  by  a  phu'ality 
of  less  tlian  2CO  out  of  a  total  of  35.11 1  votes. 

He  v/as  elected  third  mayor  of  Pittsfield  for  two  terms.  1S94  and 
1895,  an  administration  which  \\as  marked  hy  diverse  and  important 
public  improvements:  during  this  period  the  central  station  of  Pitts- 
field  fire  department  was  erected  and  thoroughly  equipped  ;  the  beautiful 
liigh  schc«jl  building  constructed,  and  the  Rcdfield.  Russell  and  Briggs 
schools  built.  It  was  !Mayor  Crosby  who  appointed  the  first  board  of 
license  com.missioners.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  Democratic  national 
convention  which  in  1896  at  Chicago.  Illinois,  nominated  William 
Jennings  Bryan  for  the  presidency.  He  v^-as  elected  city  solicitor  of 
Pittsfield  and  served  as  such  from  1899  ^'^  ^9^3^  inclusi\-e.  Pie  was 
Democratic  candidate  for  attorney  g-eneral  of  }^[assachusctts  in  1901 
and  was  defeated,  and  defeated  again  in  1904  as  candidate  for  lietitc-nant 
governor  on  the  ticket  v.'ith  William  L.  Douglas,  who  was  elected  gov- 
ernor by  a  majority  of  35,cco.  Although  defeated  by  18,000  votes,  Mr. 
Crusby  led  the  remainder  of  his  ticket  by  8.000. 

He  was  appoijrted  one  of  the  justices  of  the  superior  court  of 
Massachusetts  by  Governor  Douglas  and  unanimously  confirmed  by  a 
Republican  council,  January-  25.  1905.  He  was  for  several  years  mem- 
ber at  large  of  the  Democratic  state  committee,  resigning  that  office 
upon  his  appointment  to  the  justiceship.  A  political  organization  of 
which  he  v.'as  a  member  anrl  first  president,  and  in  which  he  took  an 
especial  pride  and  interest,  v/as  the  Young  lien's  Democratic  Club  of 
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JMassachusetts.  the  well  directed  cffoiis  of  wliicli  are  generally  conceded 
to  have  resulted  in  the  election  tor  three  consecutive  tcrnis  of  W'illiani 
E.  Russell  as  g-':>\'ernor  of  the  cc^nmioriwealth.  He  declined  a  re-election 
as  president  of  tliis  cluh  because  of  his  eleclion  to  Congress. 

Judge  Crosby  married.  February  4.  i8c>7,  Henrietta,  daughter  of 
the  late  Captain  Nathan  Richards  of  Xcw  I,ondon.  Connecticut.  Mrs. 
Crosb}-  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  Elder  William  Brewster,  and  numbers 
among  her  direct  and  collateral  ancestral  connections  nunierous  of  the 
most  interesting  descendants  of  the  early  colonial  settlers  (including 
Roger  ^^'illiams),  some  of  v.-hom  bore  arms  for  the  mother  countr)' 
in  the  French  and  Indian  war  and  against  her  in  the  wars  of  the  Revo- 
lution and  of  18 1 2. 

THEODORE  FO:\[EROY. 

The  family  from  which  was  descended  Theodore  Pomcroy,  late  of 
Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  claim  descent  from  .Sir  Ralph  de  Pomei-oy,  ^ 
knight  of  ^\"illiam  the  Conqueror,  and  received  lands  in  Devon  and 
Somerset.  In  Devon  the  ruins  of  the  castle  of  Berry  Pomcroy  may 
still  be  seen. 

Eliweed  Pomeroy  was  in  Dorchester,  ^Massachusetts,  in  1630,  and 
probably  came  over  in  the  !\Iary  and  John.'"  He  settled  in  Windsor, 
Connecticut,  in  1638.  His  wife  died  in  1655,  and  he  married  (second) 
Lydia,  widow  of  Thomas  Parsons,  and  in  1672  removed  to  Xorthamp- 
ton  to  live  v."ith  his  son  Medad,  and  died  there  in  March,  1673.  He  had 
three  children  born  in  Dorchester,  and  five  in  Windsor,  Connecticut. 
The  fourth  was 

Medad  Pomeroy,  who  was  baptized  in  Windsor,  August,  1638,  died 
December  30,  1716.  He  married,  Xoveniber  21,  1661,  Experience 
Woodward,  daughter  of  Henry  Woodward.    She  died  June  8,  1686. 
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He  married  (second)  September  8.  i6S6.  widow  Abigail  Cbauncey. 
She  died  April  15.  1704.  He  married  (third)  widow  Plannah  Noble. 
He  wa?  town  clerk  ot  Northamptr'n,  ^Fassachusctts,  for  sex'cral  years, 
a  deacon  in  the  chnrch,  and  representative  six  times  between  1677  and 
1692.    His  fourth  son  by  his  first  wife  v;as 

Et-enezer  Pomeroy,  born  in  Northampton,  ^lay  30.  166c).  He  was 
known  as  ^lajor  Pomeroy.  and  was  one  of  the  commissioners  for  the 
settlement  of  Sheffield,  in  Berkshire  coamty,  and  was  prominent  in 
establislihig  the  Indian  mission  at  Stockbridge.  As  King's  attorney  he 
acted  in  the  trial  of  some  Indians  for  murder  in  1696.    His  son  was 

Colonel  Serb  Pomeroy,  who  was  a  manufacturer  01  fire-arms  and 
an  officer  in.  the  French  and  Indian  war.  At  the  beginning  of  the  Revo- 
lution the  first  Provincial  Congress  appointed  him  one  of  four  briga- 
diers, but  he  declined  the  honor,  serving  as  a  volunteer  at  the  battle  of 
Bunker  Hill.  Later  he  served  as  a  colonel,  and  died  in  February,  1777, 
at  Peekslcill,  New  A'ork,  while  in  command  of  the  post  there.  His  son 
■was 

Lemuel  Pomero}',  who  lived  on  the  original  grant  of  Southarn]3ton. 
His  son  was 

Lemuel  Pom.eroy,  born  in  Southampton,  Massachusetts,  August 
iS,  1778,  died  August  25.  1849.  He  was  first  married  in  1796,  and  lost 
his  wife  and  child  in  less  than  a  year.  He  married  (second),  in  1800, 
Hart  Lester,  of  Griswold.  Connecticut,  born  1781,  died  August  12,  1852, 
in  her  seventy-first  year.  ]\Irs.  Pomeroy  was  admitted  to  the  Union 
Church  in  1S09  as  an  original  member.  She  was  probably  descended 
from  Andrew  Lester,  who  first  appears  at  Gloucester,  ^Massachusetts, 
where  he  was  licensed  to  keep  a  house  of  entertainment,  February  26, 
1648-9.  He  had  four  children  recorded  there,  and  remo\ed  to  New 
London,  Connecticut,  in  1651.    He  married  three  times. 
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Z\lr.  Pomeroy  caine  to  Pitt?field  in  ijog,  and  bought  tlie  P.ement 
place  on  East  street,  now  owned  and  occupied  bv  ^Tiss  jMary  J.  Cooley, 
daugliler  cf  the  late  William  B.  Cooley.    Tn  1800  be  bought  the  lot  of 
eleven  acres  on  the  opposite  side  of  East  street,  extending  eighty  rods 
from  the  John  C'  ^^'illianls  place,  now  St.  Stephen's  rectory,  to  ]Mrs. 
Ensign  H.  Kellogg's  place.    Pcmeroy's  lane  (now  Ponieroy's  avenue) 
was  laid  out  and  a  workshop  built  (in  the  east  corner,  where  Mv.  Pom- 
eroy advertised  general  blacksmitliing,  sleighs,  wagons  and  plows.  His 
shop  burned  down  in  180.5.  and,  building  a  larger  one,  he  soon  began 
to  make  muskets  exclusively.    In  i8c8  he  bought  tlie  forge  built  in 
iSco  by  Jason. Mill<=.  on  the  site  of  the  ])re^ent  Taconic  Mills,  and  soon 
made  two  thousand  muskets  a  year,  and  from  1816  to  1846  had  a  con- 
tract with  the  United  States  government,  renewing  it  every  five  years. 
Besides  supplying  the  government,  he  turned  out  about  two  hundred 
muskets  a  year  for  general  use.    In  1823  he  put  up  a  brick  building", 
adding  a  trip-hammer  shop  in  1828.    The  muskets  were  finished  at  the 
shop  at  the  corner  of  East  street  and  Pomero}-'s  lane.    He  gave  up 
making  muskets  in  1846.  when  tlic  government  adopted  the  percussion 
musket  and  established  the  armory  at  Springfield,  ^Massachusetts.  In 
1826  he  bought  the  United  States  cantonment  grounds  of  twenty  acres 
for  $760,  removed  the  barracks,  and  erected  the  three  brick  buildings 
used  first  by  his  son-in-law.  Professor  Chester  Dewey,  for  a  seminary 
for  young  men,  called  the  Berkshire  Gymnasium,  which  was  incor- 
porated in  1829.   After  1836  the  buildings  were  occupied  by  the  famous 
Mapie\\ood  Young  Ladies"  Institute,  and  now  form  part  of  the  i\Iaple- 
wood  Hotel,  one  of  the  leading  summer  hotels  of  Berkshire  county. 

^Ir.  Pomeroy  was  prominent  in  all  local  affairs.  He  did  much  to 
secure  the  location  of  the  Western  Railroad,  now  the  Boston  &  Albany 
division  of  the  New  York  Central  &  Hudson  River  Railroad,  and  was 
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a  director  of  the  Ag-ricuiiiiral  Bank  from  1825  lo  1S48.  He  was  also  a 
director  of  the  Boston  &  Albany  Raih-oad  fi-oni  1839  until  his  death. 
He  f.rst  engaged  in  the  ^voole■■l  Inisiness  in  1817.  taking  a  k^ase  of  mills 
that  had  not  been  profitable  to  the  owners,  and  held  the  lease  until  1S24, 
Avhen  he  associated  Idmself  v.ith  a  distant  kinsman",  Josiah  P'jmeroy, 
the  firm  being  Josiah  P'-nieroy  ^'c  Co.  They  bought  out  the  old  stfjck- 
holders  gradually;  and  by  1827  had  become  owners  of  the  property, 
which  included  the  land  for  one  mile  along  the  Housatonic  river.  In 
1S30  r^Ir.  Pomeroy  bought  cut  the  interest  of  Josiah  Pomeroy,  and  took 
into  the  firm  his  sons  Thecd'r^re.  Robert  and  Edward,  as  Lemuel  Pom- 
eroy &:  Sons,  and  they  conducted  a  successful  business  for  ten  years, 
making  satinets  and  other  fabrics.  In  1852  the  Pomeroy  brothers  built 
a  larger  mill.  Theodore  was  the  business  manager,  and  Robert  was 
connected  with  the  firm  until  his  death.  Lemuel  Pomeroy  had  elexen 
children.    The  eighth  was  " 

Theodore  Pomeroy.  born  Septeml,>er  2.  181 3.  baptized  November 

24.  1813,  died  Septeml)er  26.  1881.  He  married,  at  LItica,  New  York, 
September  14,  1836.  Fanny  Smith  Bacon,  daughter  of  Hon.  Ezekiel  and 
Abbie  (Smith)  Bacon.  She  died  in  New  York  city,  January  30,  1851, 
and  he  married  (second),  at  Pine  Plains,  New  York.  October  7,  1852, 
Maiy  E.  Harris,  daughter  of  Colonel  Silas  H.  anrl  Maria  E.  Llarris. 
She  died,  and  he  married  (third).  February  i,  1866,  Miss  Laura  C. 
Knapp.  of  New  York.  lx>rn  at  Newburvport.  Massachusetts,  February 

25,  1831,  died  in  Pittsfield.  October  29.  1890. 

Mr.  Pomeroy  was  admitted  to  the  church  in  1832.  Pie  was  edu- 
cated at  the  school  of  his  brother-in-law.  Professor  Dewey,  previously 
alluded  to,  and  learned  the  woolen  business  from  tlie  foundation  in  his 
father's  factory.  His  father  arranged  to  ha\-e  his  woolen  business  car- 
ried on  by  his  sons  Theodore,  Robert  and  Edward,  as  L.  Pomeroy's 
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Sens,  but  the  two  latter  named,  not  likirig  il)e  business  a?  well  as  Theo- 
dore, sold  him  their  inierest.  ^Mr.  Pomeroy  ^^  as  a  stuckholder  and  di- 
rector in  the  Pittslield  Bank  from  its  incorporation,  and  a  director  in 
the  Berkshire  Life  Insurance  Company  until  his  health  failed.  He  held 
a  controlling-  interest  in  the  Greylock  ]Mills  at  Xorth  Adams  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  He  was  especially  genen^us .  and  open-hearted,  and  was 
always  to  be  relied  upon  to  aid  in  all  movements  for  the  promotion  of 
the  welfare  and  advancemeiit  of  the  town.  He  had  several  children. 
His  son  by  his  third  wife  was  Tlieodore  L.  Pomeroy,  now  living-  in 
Pittsheld. 

Robert  Pomeroy,  born  |-une  30.  1817,  baptized  June  20,  iSiS,  died 
December  12,  1889.  married  Hilary  C.  Jenkins,  born  in  Hudson, 

New  York,  July  31,  1S20,  died  August  22,  1SS9,  daugliter  of  Edward 
and  Sarah  Jenkins.  He  and  his  wife  were  admitted  to  tlie  cliurch  in 
1843.  ^-^^  in  the  old  homestead  on  East  street,  which  has  been-  torn 
down  since  his  death.  He  liad  several  children,  of  whom  one  was  Ag-nes 
Pomeroy,  who  married  General  William  Erancis  Bartlett,  and  their 
daughter  Agues  became  the  wife  of  Henry  A.  Erancis.  (Sec  Sketch  of 
H.  A.  Francis,  in  this  work.) 


EDWARD  DORR  GRIFEJX  JONES. 

The  significant  business  successes  are  achieved  by  men  who  have 
the  wit  to  use  and  the  •\viidom  to  grasp  opportunity. 

When  the  g'cntleman  whose  name  introduces  these  memoirs  found 
himself  at  East  Lee,  Berkshire  county,  a  half  century  since  envinDiied 
by  a  netv/ork  of  paper  mil!:,  and  foresaw  the  giant  strides  which  this 
industrx-  was  inevitably  destined  to  take,  he  added  to  his  modest  milling 
estabiisimient  the  necessary  eciuipment  to  embark  in  a  small  way  in  the 
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making'  of  paper  mill  machinery.  In  keeping"  with  hi?  habit  of  doing 
thoroughly  well  whatever  he  undertook  he  speedily  acquired  the  repu- 
tation among  the  neighboring"  n"ianuiacturers  of  an  ability  and  integrity 
in  carr}-ing  out  to  the  letter  and  with  expedition  such  contracts  as  were 
entrusted  to  him.  and  to  tliis  local  reccgi"!ition  ^^•as  steadily  added  an 
ever  increasing  patronage  until  his  company  had  attained  high  national 
rank,  and  nmnbered  among  its  patrons  leading  paper  manufacturers  of 
the  United  States,  France,  Sweden,  Canada,  China  and  Japan. 

The  exacting  dem.ands  of  a  great  and  grovv'ing  business  did  not 
deter  yiv.  Jones  from  giving  much  of  his  time  an.d  splendid  business 
ability  to  the  conimunity  in  which  he  lived,  and  this  he-  vras  impelled 
to  do  solely  through  good  citizen.sh.ip,  and  not  for  either  emolument  or 
fame,  for  his  public  service  Avas  largely  without  renruncration  and  he 
was  essentially  a  modest  man  and  v,"ithout  aspiration  for  any  character 
of  notoriety. 

With  his  growing  success  as  a  manufacturer  ]\Ir.  Jones  found  a 
necessity  for  seeking  fields  for  investment  and  thus  became  interested 
in  various  Iwal  financial  institutions,  and  here  the  wisdom  of  his  coun- 
sel found  frequent  test  and  his  services  upon  numerous  directorates 
were  brought  into  requisition. 

Xor  did  he  neglect  the  social  duties  of  life,  fraternizing  with  and 
being  appreciated  by  the  best  men  of  his  comnnmity.  He  stood  high 
in  Mason.ic  circles  and  v/as  a  consistent  and  valuable  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He  was  in  short  a  Christian  gentleman, 
measuring  up  to  that  full  stature  in  ever>'  responsibility  assumed  by  or 
thrust  upon  him. 

He  was  born  Septemiber  22,  1S24..  in  Otis,  Berkshire  county,  Mas- 
sachusetts, of  which  place  his  grandfatlicr  Adonijah  Jones  is  enumerated 
as  one  of  the  first  settlers.     (See  "  A  History  01  Berkshire  County" 
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— 1829.)  The  latter  was  of  A\"clsh  descent  and  was  born  August  20, 
1748.  and  died  December  18,  1820.  Ilis  v.'ife,  wh-o  was  Ann  McElwain, 
was  born  Feiiruary  27.  1753,  and  died  December  iS,  1S3T.  Of  their 
children  Eber  Jones,  father  of  the  in'.mediate  subject  r>f  these  memoirs, 
was  born  June  7,  17S7,  and  died  April  4.  i860.  The  wife  of  Eber 
Jones.  Betsey  (Pelton)  Jones,  was  born  April  20,  1794.  and  tlied  April 
13.  18S6.  The  latter  was  a  daughter  of  Captain  Samuel  and  ]vlary 
(AVoodwonh)  Pelton,  the  former  (a  Revolutionary  soldier)  born  ^lay 
9,  1757.  died  January  28,  1S49:  his  wife,  born  June  21,  1761,  died 
]\Iare!i  lo.  1848.  The  otlier  children  of  Eber  and  Betsey  (  Pelton )  Jones 
were  Orville  Orlando  Jones,  born  June  18,  1814,  died  Octol)er  26,  1902; 
Samu.el  Pelton  Jones,  bom  January  17.  181 7,  and  now  living  in  San 
Diego.  California;  ^lary  Eliza  (Jones)  Barker,  born  June  2.  1819, 
died  Septennber  14,  1885;  Eber  Loomis  Jones,  born  ]\Iay  13,  1827,  died 
in  childhood,  and  Harley  Eeander  Jones,  born  A-ugust  30,  183 1,  died 
Xo\  ember  30.  1876. 

Eber  J'jnes  removed  from  Otis  with  his  family  to  engage  in 
business  as  a  jeweler  in  Brookhn,  Xew  York,  during  the  childhood  of 
their  son  Edward,  and  there  tlie  latter  received  his  initial  scliooling. 
The  family  subsequently  located  upon  a  farm  at  Wellingtijii,  Ohio, 
vchere  Edward  assisted  in  die  cultivating  of  the  paternal  acres  until  he 
had  attained  his  majority,  when  he  returned  to-  his  native  county  and 
there  learned  the  trade  of  millwright  with  his  uncle  Timothy.  Always 
capable,  industrious  and  economical,  he  was  able  in  a  few  years  to  estab- 
lish himiself  in  business,  an  important  and  profitable  early  part  of  which 
was  as  agent  for  the  sale  of  turbine  wheels  manufactured  by  the  James 
Leftell  Company  of  Springfield,  Ohio.  Tjie  addition  of  the  business  of 
equipping  paper  mills  and  the  manufacture  of  paper  mill  machinery 
was  added,  as  above  mentioned,  and  soon  became  the  feature  and  eventu- 
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alh  the  exclusive  manufacUiring"  interest.  He  sold  his  East  Lee  inter- 
ests in  1866  to  Henry  Couch  and  Frecland  Oakley  (ic^rmcr  employe), 
and  iniraediatelv  thereafter  formed  a  Pittsfield  connection  for  the  same 
class  of  mnnufaciures.  which  eventuated  in  the  present,  the  E.  D.  Jones 
&  Sons  Cornpan}-,  in  Vvh.ich  he  continued  to  he  engaged  up  to  the  time 
of  his  decease.  December  30,  1904.  Of  this  company  he  was  president 
and  director:  vice-president  and  director  of  the  Third  Xationrd  Bank 
of  PittsneM :  president  and  director  of  the  Central  Block  Corporation; 
vice-president  of  the  Co-operative  Bank ;  director  of  tlie  Keith  Paper 
Company,  of  Turner's  Ealls.  ^[assachusetts.  Tic  was  a  member  of  the 
Park  Club  of  Pittsfield ;  of  Berkshire  Commandery,  Knights  Templar, 
and  a  thirty-second  degree  !Mason.  He  \\as  one  of  the  board  of  trustees 
of  his  church  and  a  lifelong  and  stalwart  member  of  the  Republican 
party. 

His  political  career  had  its  inception  in  1879-80,  when  he  accept- 
ably represented  the  third  Berksliire  district  in  tlie  legislature.  He 
was  returned  to  the  state  senate  in  18S6-87,  v^here  he  again  rend.ered 
efficient  service.  His  conspicuously  valuable  public  service,  however. 
^vas  as  a  member  of  Pittsfield's  board  of  public  v^orks  (1891-99),  of 
v/hich  body  he  was  chairman  during  the  )'ears  which  marked  a  period 
of  most  important  development  in  the  county  seat,  viz.,  the  installation 
of  its  sewerage  system,  lo  this  work  he  gave  the  best  thoughts  of 
his  well  matured  practical  mind  and  his  associates  freely  accord  to  Mr. 
Jones  the  credit  in  large  measure  for  the  splendid  results  accomplislted 
for  the  municipality  in  that  conr.ection. 

^Ir.  Jones  was  thrice  married.  His  first  wife,  to  whom  he  was 
wedded  November  10,  1849.  '^'^"''^^  Xancy  E.  ^I.,  daughter  of  Francis 
and  Zilla  Breckenridge.  ]Mrs.  Jones  died  leaving-  one  child,  Italia  N. 
Jones,  who  was  born  February  5,  1853;  married  April  9,  1874,  Everett 
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G.  GocHie!].  by  Avhoni  she  had  one  cliiW.  Lena  J.  Goodcll.  who  died 
in  infancy;  :\rrs.  Goodell  died  December  25,  18^3. 

Ti.e  second  marriage  of  ^Ir.  Jones.  Octolicr  20.  1858.  was  to  Ar- 
diila  H..  daughter  of  Levi  W.  and  IMercy  (Hambh'n)  Hei-rick.  Ardilla 
(Herrick)  Tones  v.-as  born  Jnne  30.  1836,  and  died  April  6.  1S66,  leav- 
ing- two  children,  Harley  Ebier  and  Edward  Archie  Jones.  (See  sketch, 
this  publication.)  Harley  Ebei"  Jones  was  born  September  24,  1S61, 
and  died  September  24.  1896.  lie  married,  April  16,  1S85.  Liljbie, 
daughter  of  .Samuel  H.  and- }Jargaret  (Xoble)  Hancock.  A  child  born 
of  this  union  Ai;gusi  5.  1887.  is  ?v[argarct  Ardilla  Jones. 

^Ir.  E.  D..G.  Jones"  third  wife,  who  survives  him,  was  Ar^^■illa 
Bartlett  Xoble.  daughter  of  Jolm  S.  and  'Mary  Ann  (Granger)  Noble. 
She  was  born  December  18.  1843.  She  has  had  three  children.  Leffell 
Xoble  Jones,  b-orn  Xovember  8,  1872.  died  July  17,  1873;  ^^'^'T  Elvira 
Jones,  bjrn  August  25,  1874,  died  August  8,  1875;  Samuel  Ralph 
Tones,  hern  T^Iarch  29.  1S78.  now  in  business  with  the  E.  D.  Jones  & 
Son  Company. 

EDWARD  ARCHIE  JOXES. 

The  numerous  strong  men  of  Berkshire  county  who  have  passed 
away,  v.hose  in.domitable  v^-ills.  business  sagacity,  enterprise,  industry 
and  integrity  were  responsible  for  th.e  most  enduring  and  valuable  of 
monuments,  the  g'reat,  thriving,  manufacturing  establishments  of  the 
connnunity,  fortunately  in  a  number  of  instances  left  sons  who  are 
proving  fully  equal  to  the  large  responsibilities  which  were  their  heri- 
tage. A  case  in  point  is  that  of  the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces 
this  narrative,  son  of  Edward  Dorr  Griffin  Jones,  the  details  of  whose 
interesting  career  are  contained  herein. 

Edward  Arcliie  Jones  v.as  born  in  East  I^ee,   Berkshire  county, 
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]Mas5achu?etts.  November  3.  1863.  Hi?  initial  schooling-  was  obtained 
in  Pittsfield  and  this  was  siipplementeci  In-  an  academic  course  at  Peek- 
skill  ^diiitr.rv  Acaden-iy.  c;a?s  of  1S-S2.  He  then  entered  Massachusetts 
Institute  of  Technology-,  Boston,  taking'  the  mechanical  eng-ineering' 
course.,  losing  one  year  by  reason  of  illness,  and  graduating  from  the 
institution  with  the  class  cf  1SS7. 

Immediately  thereafter  he  entered  th.e  designing  room  of  'his 
father's  estabh!shment  and  was  given  a  partnership  interest  therein  in 
Tune,  1890,  the  plant  being  operated  under  the  name  E.  D.  Jones'  Sons 
&  Co..  the  members  of  whicl-i  v/ere  E.  D.  G.  Jones  and  his  sons,  Harley 
E.  and  Edward  Archie  Jones  and  \\'alter  T.  Xoble.  The  business  com- 
bined  the  manufacturing  interests  of  E.  D.  G.  Jones  and  William  Clark 
8:  Co. 

In  !May,  i?93,  a  coqjoration — E.  D.  Jones'  «S:  Sons  Co. — was 
formed  with  E.  U.  Jones,  president;  Harley  E.  Jones,  treasurer,  and 
Edward  Arcliie  Jones,  secretary,  the  last  named  succeeding  to  the  treas- 
urership  u-[K>n  his  brother's  decease  in  i&g6,  and  to  its  presidency  upon 
ihe  demise  of  his  father  in  T90-I. 

'Mr.  Jones  is  a  director  of  the  Pittsfield  National  and  Pittsfield 
Co-Operative  Banks.  President  of  Central  Block  Corporation,  and  a 
member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  Keith  Paper  Co.,  one  of  the  great 
industries  of  Turners  Ealls.  Zvlassachusetts. 

He  was  elected  in  1903  to  represent  Ward  4  in  the  city  council  of 
Pittsfield  and  served  efliciently  on  the  finance,  fire  department,  fuel  and 
lighting,  and  alms  house  and -poor  committees  for  the  full  term  of  two 
years,  being  then  elected  by  a  large  n-iajority  as  alderman  fnjm  the  same 
ward.  He  is  a  memljer  of  Crescent  Lodge,  Pree  and  Accepted  Alasons, 
and  Royal  Arcanum. 

He  married,  October  7,  1891,  Isabel  Amelia,  daughter  of  Charles 
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'M.  and  Amelia  (Henry)  Aljbe  of  Springfield,  IMassachusetts.  Mr. 
p.nd  Z\[rs.  Jonc5^  have  one  son.  Charles  Edwanl  Jones,  born  January  7, 
1894.    Tlie  family  residence  is  15-'  Wendiell  avenue. 


•HOX.  FRAXCIS  E.  W  ARREX. 

Hon.  P'rancis  Eniroy  \\"arren.  United  Slates  senator  from  Wyo- 
ming. \vliose  varied  career  includes  gallant  conduct  in  the  Union  arniy 
during  th.e  civil  war.  the  5ucces^^ul  conduct  of  important  ilnancial  and 
commercial  enterprises,  and  conspicuously  useful  .service  in  govern- 
mental] affairs — local,  state  and  national — traces  his  ancestrv  in  direct 
line  to  tlie  Warrens  who  lan.ded  on  the  Xev.-  England  shores  when  the 
Pilgrim  ]'"atliers  were  painfully  laying  the  foundations  of  the  great  Re- 
public. 

He  was  born  in  Hinsdale,  ikn'kslnre  county,  ^Massachusetts,  June 
20,  1844.  His  boyhood  was  passed  upon  a  farm,  and  his  education  from 
the  age  of  eiglu  to  tifteen  was  limited  to  attendance  at  the  district  school 
during  a  few  weeks  of  midwinter.  He  then  took  employment  with 
dairymen  for  a  few  summers  in  order  to  earn  means  wherewith  tu  main- 
tain himself  while  attending  Eimsdale  Academy  during  the  winter 
months.  His  -education  was  nut  completed  wh.en  the  ci\il  war  broke 
out,  and  he  laid  aside  his  sch'jol  books  and  labors  to  enter  the  army  m 
response  to  the  call  of  President  Eincoln.  As  a  private  soldier  and  mjn- 
commissioned  officer  lie  served  v;ith  courage  and  fidelity  m  the  i-'orty- 
ninth  Regiment,  [Massachusetts  X'ulunteerb,  duruig  the  stupendous  strug- 
gle. Pie  participated  in  the  operatiijns  on  the  lower  Mississippi  under 
Genei'al  Banks,  including  the  engagements  at  I'iain's  Store  and  Dunald- 
sonviile,  Louisiana,  and  ab<jut  Port  Hudson,  .Mississippi.  During  the 
siege  of  the  latter  famous  stronghold  his  own  and  odier  regiments,  were 


BERKSHIRE  CO  I  'XTY 


asked  to  funiish  a  contiiiQ-ent  of  two  xohrateers  from  eacli  comiiany 
for  the  daiigerons  diUy  of  i^roceding-  the  colunii!  of  attack,  tearing'  away 
ilie  abattis  and  llliing-  up  with  fascines  the  lu'uad.  deep  ditch  in  fron.t 
of  the  enemy's  fortihcations.  riiie  pits  and  bastions  bristhng-  Avith  heavy 
artillery.  \\"arren  was  one  of  tlu'ee  gallant  volunteers.  As  the  "forlorn 
b.one,""  as  it  v.-as  termed.  n~;arched  upon  the  works,  fu'e  was  opened  upon 
it  from  all  of  the  opposing  Ixuteries  and  concealed  iid'antry.  The  loss 
was  terrible,  a  veiy  large  percentage  of  the  assaulting-  forces  being- 
killed  or  wounded.  The  fascine  which  \A'arren  carried  was  struck  by 
a  cannon  shot.  and.  thougli  n'-'t  seriousl\'  injured,  he  A\'as  stunned  and 
lay  unconscious  for  a  con.siderable  time.-  In  later  years  Ci.mgress  and 
tlie  president  recognized  t'ne  part  taken  in  this  affair  by  Senator  War- 
ren, an'!  awarded  hint  the  congressional  medal  of  honor,  which  is  only 
bestov\-ed  for  exceptional  gallantry  in  battle. 

After  hCmg  honorably  m-u.-:tered  out  of  service,  Mr.  Warren,  re- 
turned to  his  native  town,  where  he  accepted  employment  as  superin- 
tendent of  the  George  Plunkett  thoroughbred  stock  farm.  He  remain.ed 
here  until  early  in  the  spring  of  iS68,  when  he  decided  to  go  west.  For 
several  months  in  i86S  he  was  engaged  as  superintendent  of  a  portion 
of  the  track  laying  on  the  new  line  of  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pa- 
cific Railway,  then  building  from.  Des  Moines.  Iowa,  to  Council  Bluffs. 
In  June  of  the  same  year,  at  an  urgent  rerpiest  of  ^Ir.  A.  R.  Con\-erse, 
formerly  of  Windsor.  ^Massachusetts,  he  went  to  Cheyenne,  WAoming 
Territory,  to  take  charge  of  the  latter's  mercantile  business.  At  that 
time  Cheyenne  was- a  frontier  p4ace  of  tents,  cabins  and  shacks,  with  no 
semblance  of  permanency,  the  terminus  of  the  Union  Pacific  having 
moved  westvvard.  There  was  a  general  feeling  that  its  existence  was  but 
a  matter  of  a  few  months,  and  that  it  would  soon  become  one  of  the 
"  dead  cities  of  the  plains/'  marking  the  advancing  line  of  the  railroad. 
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^Ir.  A\'arren  did  not  share  in  tlic  feeling-,  and  he  decided  to  make  Chey- 
enne his  pernument  home.  How  abundantly  his  judgment  was  vindi- 
cated is  discerned  in  thio  beautiful  capital  of  tlie  siate  of  ^\^-oming. 
During  the  ihirty-six  years  which  have  elapsed  since  its  founding,  Mr. 
\\'arren  has  been  one  of  the  essential  factors  in  the  business  and  political 
life,  not  only  of  the  city,  but  of  the  commonwealth,  and,  tc>  some  extent, 
of  the  nation  at  large. 

in  1S71  Mr.  Warren  became  a  partner  of  his  employer,  the  iirm 
for  six  years  being"  Converse  &  Warren:  at  the  expiration  of  that  time 
he  purchased  ^Ir.  Converse's  interest  and  the  style  of  the  hrm  was 
F.  E.  AVarren,  later  F.  E.  A\'arren  &  Com.pany,  and,  still  a  few  years 
later,  the  business  was  enlarged  and  incorporated  under  the  title  of  the 
F.  E.  \\'arren  ^Mercantile  Company,  which  until  1903  conducted  one  of 
the  largest  mercantile  establishments  in  Wyoming.  Bet\seen  1873  and 
1S83  Mr.  Warren  devoted  much  time  to  raising  sheep  and  cattle,  and  in 
1S83  he  organized  the  \\'arren  Live  Stock  Company,  which  is  now  one 
of  the  few  remaining  large  live  stock  concerns;  at  times  its  holdings 
have  been  126.CCO  sheep  besides  a  few  thousand  each  of  horses  and  cat- 
tle. In  addition  to  his  live  stock  interests.  ^Ir.  Warren  is  identified  with 
the  Cheyenne  Light,  Fuel  and  Power  Company,  as  its  president  and 
majority  stockholder,  and  has  extensive  real  estate  interests  in  Chey- 
enne. 

During  his  thirty-six  years"  residence  in  Wyoming  Mr.  Warren 
has  filled  memy  positions  of  trust  and  honor.  In  1872  he  was  elected  to 
the  legislature,  serving  as  president  of  the  upper  house.  In  1884  he  de- 
clined the  nomination  for  congress,  unanimously  tendered  him  by  the 
Republican  party  of  Wyoming.  For  six  years  he  was  treasurer  of 
Wyoming.  In  1885  he  was  elected  mayor  of  Cheyenne,  and  while  hold- 
ing that  position,  in  addition  to  those  of  treasurer  of  Wyoming  and 
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member  of  the  upper  house  of  tlie  legislature,  he  Avas  app'^iiUcd  g-ovcnmr 
of  A\Voining-  by  President  Arthur.  One  of  tlic  first  tests  of  Governor 
Warrens  executive  abihty  was  in  queriing-  the  anti-Cliinesc  riots  at 
Reck  Springs  in  18S5.  By  his  prompt  and  'jecisive  action  in  protect- 
ing the  Chinese  citizens  of  Rock  Springs  anrl  E\-anston  he  won  the 
warm  commendation  not  only  of  the  citizens  of  W  yoming,  hut  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  at  large.  ^Ir.  Warren  continued  to  act  as 
governor  mitil.  mider  the  Cleveland  administration,  in  his  official  report 
he  strongly  criticised  the  policy  of  Land  Commissioner  Sparks,  where- 
upon he  was  removed.  He  was  reaiipcinted  by  President  Harrison  in 
i88g.  and  served  until  i8c;o.  when  he  was  elected  governor  at  the  fw^t 
state  election  held  after  Wyoming  was  admitted  to  statehood. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  first  state  legislature,  Governor  Warren  and 
ex-Congressman  J.  ^I.  Carey  v.-ere  elected  United  States  senators.  Botli 
Avere  sworn  into  office  December  ist,  1890,  and  their  terms  decided  by 
Int.  'Mr.  Warren  drawing  the  short  term,  ^\hich  expired  Marcli  4,  1S93. 
Owing  to  the  existence  of  three  political  parties  in  the  legislature  that 
year,  neither  one  v.itli  a  majority,  a  deadlock  occurred,  rendiering  an 
election  impossible,  and  the  state  was  represented  in  congress  by  but 
one  senator  until  1S95.  In  that  year  Mr.  Warren  was  again  chosen, 
and  under  such  extraordinarv-  circumstances  as  to  constitute  the  highest 
possible  tribute  to  his  worth  and  the  value  placed  upon  his  services,  the 
Republican  members  of  the  legislature  (all  but  three  of  tiie  entire  body), 
without  the  formality  of  a  caucus,  giving  him  their  unanimous  vote  in 
open  session.  In  1900  came  to  him  a  compliment  of  equal  if  not  greater 
significance.  He  was  in  attendance  upon  the  second  session  of  the 
Fifty-sixth  congress  when  his  senatorial  term  vras  about  to  expire,  and 
practically  all  of  tlie  members  of  the  Wyoming  state  legislature  wrote 
advising  him  that  he  need  not  feel  under  any  necessity  of  returning  on 
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account  of  the  coiriing'  eiecti()n.  Crinfideiit  in  such  assurance,  and  trust- 
ing implicitly  in  the  loyahy  of  his  lellow-Rcpuhh'cans.  Senator  Warren 
remained  in  his  scat,  and  in  due  time  v/as  notified  of  his  election  to  suc- 
ceed himself  for  the  six-year  tern.i  expiring  ^^larch  3.  1907. 

Senator  AA'arren  is  known  as  one  of  t!ie  most  inthistrious  and  saga- 
cious mem]:ers  of  the  United  States  sen.ate.  antl  is  classed  among"  the 
Repubhcan  leaders  in  that  body.  In  the  FifT\'-fifth  congress  his  speech 
in  advocacy  of  the  anr.y  reorganization  measure  attracted  the  atten- 
tion of  all  interested  in  military  matters.  TTis  herculean  efforts  to  se- 
cure g-overnment  aid  for  western  irrigation  Avorks  during  the  closing 
hours  of  that  session,  in  a  speech  of  several  hours"  length.,  brought  the 
needs  of  the  west  more  forcibly  and  distinctly  before  congress  and  the 
country  at  large  than  ever  before,  and  aroused  the  west  itself  to  greater 
efforts  to  secure  what,  of  right,  belonged  to  its  people.  By  his  speech 
on  this  occasion  Senator  Warren  advanced  the  cause  oi  irrigation  many 
years,  and  with  the  incoming  of  President  Roosevelt's  administration 
the  desired  legislation  on  the  subject  became  the  law  of  the  land.  Sen- 
ator Warren  is  a  member  of  several  of  the  most  important  committees 
cf  tlie  senate.  He  is  chairman  of  the  committee  on  claims;  second  mem- 
ber on  the  committee  on  military  affairs;  fifth  on  the  committee  on  ap- 
propriation.5 :  second  on  public  buildings  and  grounds;  second  on  audit 
and  control  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  senate ;  second  on  irriga- 
tion and  reclamation  of  arid  lands,  and  third  on  agriculture  and  forestry. 
His  position  upon  two  committees  last  named  serve  tii  iu'licate  the  chan- 
nels in  which  he  has  been  primarily  useful  not  only  in  behalf  of  the  state 
to  whose  interests  he  has  been  so  long  and  so  unselfishl_\-  committed,  but 
in  the  development  of  the  entire  great  northv.e^t.  Senator  Warren's 
relation  to  his  state  marks  liim  as  a  tine  type  of  the  rnridern  pioneer  who. 
following  after  the  explorer,  prepares  the  way  for  tliat  mighty  iramigra- 
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tion  which  makes  permanent  hon;es.  build.-  towns  and  cities,  and,  upon 
v.-hat-was  pronounced  to  be  an  arid  uninhabitable  soil,  plants  e\-idences 
of  civilization  and  culture,  which  can  suffer  little  by  comparison  with 
the  older  regions  of  the  countrv. 

Senator  \\'arren  has  .frequently  been  a  delegate  in  the  Republican 
conventions  of  his  state,  and  chairman  of  its  central  committee.  He 
has  also  sat  in  national  conventions,  and  as  chairman  of  his  state  dele- 
gation m  that  body.  A  man  of  broad  information  and  attractive  per- 
sonality, he  is  also  an  orator  of  higli  ability,  and  whether  on  tlie  floor  of 
congress,  on  the  hustings,  or  in  a  deliberative  body  of  men  of  affairs, 
he  exercises,  though  modestly,  and  \vitlidut  dogmatism  or  assumption 
of  superiority,  a  winning  and  potent  inlluence. 

Senator  Warren  was  married  January  26,  1871,  to  Helen  ]Maria 
Smith,  of  Middlefiekl.  ]\Iaisachus.etts.  daughter  of  Hon.  ^latthew  Smith, 
of  that  place,  and  ^Maria  Smith,  nee  Ro^t.  ^[rs.  Warren  died  March 
28.  1902. 

Senator  Warren's  family  now  consists  \A  two  children — Helen 
Frances,  v.dio  is  a  graduate  of  Wellesley  College,  class  of  1903 ;  and 
Frederick  Fmroy.  of  the  T905  class  of  Harvard  University. 

WnHHA:>,I  BAIXBRIDGE  RICE. 

William  Bainbridge  Rice,  a  graduate  of  Williams  College,  class 
of  '44,  for  many  years  an  exceptionally  efficient  educator,  eventtiall}-  an 
equally  successful  manufacturer,  the  subject  of  these  memijirs  is  one  of 
the  most  interesting  and,  one  of  the  most  honored  of  the  citizens  of  Pitts- 
field.  He  was  born  January  12.  1S24,  son  of  the  late  Royal  and  Sarah 
''Heminwayj  Rice,  the  former  a  native  of  Brookfield.  Worcester  county, 
the  latter  of  Williamsburg,  wliere  they  were  married  and  lived  out  their 
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lives,  Royal  Rice  combining  ngTicultural  pursuits  with  following  his 
trade  of  shcemaking.  Royal  Rice  was  bora  in  April,  iSoo,  and  died 
in  ]!\Iarch,  1SS3;  his  ^vife  was  born  in  1708,  and  died  in  the  earlv  hfties. 

Their  son,  William  Bainbndge  Rice,  \\as  afforded  the  best  facili- 
ties for  the  obtainance  of  an  education,  attending  the  pul;)lic  and  select 
preparatory  schools  of  Williamsburg  and  succeeding  in  entering  the 
Sophcuiore  class  of  ^\'iil!anls  College  in  iS-i-i,  being  graduated  tlicre- 
from  three  years  later  ;  one  of  his  classmates  being  Hon.  ^Marshall  \A'il- 
cox  also  of  Pittstield.  His  first  caiploxinent  was  school  teaching  in 
Peru.  Berksh.ire  count}-,  and  subsequently  elsewhere  in  that  and  adjoin- 
ing counties. 

In  1846  he  was  called  to  the  principalship  of  Xorfolk  (Connecticut) 
Academy,  a  position  wh.ich  be  conlinu.ed  fill  up  to  1858.  Among  the 
interesti'.ig  personalities  t>^  come  under  the  tuition  of  i\[r.  Rice  at  this 
institution  was  Asaph  Hall,  afterward  professor  at  the  Xaticmal  'Ob- 
servatory-, Gerirgetown,  District  of  Columbia,  eminent  among  astrono- 
niers  as  the  discoverer  of  the  moons  of  },lars.  Lorrin  A.  Cooke,  after- 
ward governor,  and  James  Dudley  Dewell,  afterward  lieutenant  gov- 
ernor of  Conuiecticut.  were  also  pupils  of  Xorfolk  Academy  during 
this  period.  Theron  W'ilmo:  Crissey.  LL.  B..  compiler  of  "  1744-1900 
History  of  X'orfolk,"'  comm.enting  on  ^Ir.  Rice's  citizenship  and  edu- 
cational services  in  Xorfolk.  says:  '"'During  all  his  residence  here  be 
was  a  m.ember  of  the  School  Board  and  one  of  the  School  \'^isitors. 
*  *  *  He  wa.s  the  most  successful  teacher  the  Academy  ever  had. 
While  he  was  principal  the  school  was  large,  flourishing,  and  had  a 
wide  reputation,  drawing,  especially  fo'-  th.e  winter  terms,  pupils  not 
onlv  from  this  and  the  adjoining  towns  in  this  CAUity  and  from  towns 
in  Massachusetts,  but  also  a  consideraljle  number  of  youn.g  men  frr.mi 
Xev.-  York  city.  Staten  Island  and  vicinity."'    It  was  largel}-  thr-iugh 
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Mr.  Rice's  personal  services  that  the  L'lrge  tract  now  devoted  to  park  ; 

purposes  in  the  heart  ,  of  the  tov^n  was  secured  as  such.  ' 

The  same  pubhcation  quotes  niuc'ri  interesting-  matter  from  an  address  ; 

dehvered  by  ^Ir.  Rice.  Octoi)er  lo.  1894.  at  a  celebration  of  the  tenth  ■ 
anniversary  of  the  founding-  of  the  Robbins  School  (which  took  the 
place  of  the  Academy).  Xorfolk.    An  extract  from  these  Cjuotations  is 

here  given  as  an  interesting  re\elation  of  educational  methods  of  a  ; 

half  century  ago  as  pursued  by  yir.  Rice  at  Xorfolk  Academy:  ; 

"  The  younger  pupils  were  taught  after  a  pretty  well  defined  course  i 
in  reading,  spelling,  arithmetic,  geography,  grammar,  and  history,  espe- 
cially of  the  United  States,  with  generally  satisfactory  results.  The  \ 
studies  of  the-  older  pupils  were  such  as  each  one  chose, — somewhat  i 
after  the  modern  plan  of  some  of  our  colleges, — optional  or  elective,  ; 
and  included  arithmetic,  grammar,  algebra,  mental  philosophy,  Latin.  I 
Greek,  etc.  ^Most  of  them  knew  pretty  well  what  they  wanted,  and  I  ; 
made  it  my  business  to  gixe  them  what  they  wanted,  to  the  best  of  my  '  ] 

ability.    Their  notions  as  to  the  value  of  education  were  decidedly  '  \ 

utilitarian.  As  to  educational  theories,  I  am  not  aware  that  1  had  any.  [ 
The  object  aimed  at  steadily  and  persistently  v.as  to  lead  the  boys  and  ;> 
girls  to  think  for  them.selves,  to  look  at  the  sttbjects  under  consideration  • 
in  a  common  sense  way.  A.  select  sentence  in  one  of  our  reading  books  ; 
ran  thus :  '  Fine  sense  and  exalted  sense  are  not  half  so  valuable  as  i 
common  sense : '  and  we  believed  and  acted  accordingly.  So,  whether  it  \ 
was  a  problem  in  arithm.etic  or  algebra,  or  a  difficult  sentence  that  was  ; 
under  consideration,  appeal  was  made  to  common  sense.  The  disci- 
pline  thus  gained  was  of  far  more  value  than  the  knowledge  accpiired  1 
in  the  process,  and  this  developed  and  strengthened  that  faculty,  which  I 
in  men  and  women  is  so  ditttcult  to  define,  so  easy  of  recognition.  It  \ 
■was  not  an  uncommon  thing  for  a  pupil  in  the  course  of  the  winter  ses-  ! 
sion  to  -work  his  way  through  Adatrts"  or  Thompson's  arithmetic,  doing  ] 
as  much  work  and  doing  it  well,  as  is  done  in  rnodern  graded  schools  ' 
in  two  or  three  years.  This  is  to  be  regarded  simply  as  a  statement  of  f 
fact — not  as  a  criticism,  for  the  multiplicity  of  studies  of  today  is  doubt-  .  i, 

less  responsible  for  much  of  the  difference."  1 

Yir.  Rice  resigned  his  Xorfolk  Academy  connection  in  1858  to  '  i 

locate  in  Pittsfield,  and  there  entered  into  the  steam,  water  and  gas  pipe  ! 
business  in  association  with  the  late  Joseph  K.  Kilbourn,  an  inventor  of  j 

I 
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local  note,  the  fimi  being-  orig-iiiallv  known  as  J.  K.  Kilbourn  &  Com- 
pany, a  short  time  thereafter  as  Kilbourn  &  Rice,  and  six  years  later, 
uj>?n  the  admission  or  Eugene  Rcbbins  thereto,  as  Kilbourn,  Rice  & 
Company.  Upon  the  withdrawal  from  the  tirm  of  Mr.  Kilbourn,  who 
had  formed  otlier  associations,  the  business  was  continued  under  the  name 
of  Rice,  Rcbbins  Companiy,  and  upon  the  retirement  of  ]Mr.  Rice  in 
1873.  after  fifteen  years  of  successful  business  connection  therewith,  be- 
canie  and  is  still  known  as  Robbins,  Gamwell  &  Company,  conducting 
one  of  Pittsiield's  most  thriving  industries. 

During-  this  active  business  career  Mr.  Rice  had  not  ceased  to  be 
interested  in  educational  matters,  and  his  services  were  natin"ally  sought 
and  for  a  number  of  years  secured  upon  the  school  board  of  Pitt^held. 
He  was  serving-  in  the  capacity  of  chairman  of  the  executive  committee 
of  this  board  in  1S76  v,-hen  a  \-acancy  occurred  in  tlie  supcrintendency  of 
schools,  and  ^.Ir.  Rice  took  charge  of  that  office  at  the  instance  of  the 
committee,  and  tv.-o  years  later  was  elected  by  the  school  committee  as 
superintendent,  an  office  which  he  continued  to  fill  with  characteristic 
efficiency  by  continuous  annua!  re-elections  for  a  period  of  seven  years. 
During  this  time  the  initial  steps  were  taken  which  led  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  graded  school  system. 

In  18S0  'Sir.  Rice  acquired  an  interest  in  S.  K.  Smith's  silk  thread 
and  twist  manufacturing  establishment  at  Pittsfield  and  his  son  Arthur 
Hitchcock  Rice  v.-as  installed  therein  to  learn  the  business.  In  the 
early  eighties  ^Ir.  Rice  purchased  his  partner's  interest  in  this  plant, 
associated  his  son  therev.-ith.  and  it  was  subseciuently  conducted  under 
the  firm  name  of  A.  H.  Rice  &  Company  up  to  1905,  v^■hen  it  was  in- 
corporated as  A.  H.  Rice  Company,  with  \Y.  B.  Rice,  president,  and 
A.  H.  Rice,  treasurer.    The  concern  employs  many  operatives,  being 
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one  of  the  significant  bu.siness  successes  of  I'ittsfield,  distributing  3 
large  product  through  cfticcs  in  \e\v  Vork.  Chicago  and  St.  I.oui?. 

Mr.  Rice  was  an  c!d-hnc-  A\'hig,  and  since  its  formation  a  staunch 
Repubhcan.  He  has  been  a  hfe-long  meniber  of  the  Cnngregational 
church  and  served  for  many  years  as  one  of  the  board  of  deacons  of 
the  Southi  church.  Pitrsfieki.  and  is  now  an  honorary  memlier  of  that 
txDard. 

He  married.  Xovemler  20.  185 1,  Carohne  P.,  daughter  of  the  hite 
Deacon  Augustus  Hiichc-:ck-.  of  Great  Barrington,  ^lassachuseits.  Of 
two  children  born  of  tliis  union,  William  B.,  died  in  childhood.  Artlnu" 
H.  Rice,  hereinbefore  nanied.  was  born  December  24,  1854;  was.  gradu- 
ated from  Pittsfield  high  schoc^i  in  1872,  and  from  Williams  College, 
class  of  1S76:  and  is  engaged  in  business  as  heretofore  narrated.  "Fie 
married  Alice,  daughter  of  J.  A.  Thompson,  of  Melrose.  Connecticut, 
and  has  a  son,  William  T.  Rice. 

COLOXEL  GEORGE  CHURCH. 
Colonel  George  Church  whose  deatli  occurred  at  his  late  home  in 
Great  Barrington,  Berkshire  county,  [Massachusetts,  June  27,  ii;o3.  was 
a  man  who  was  endowed  with  rare  business  genius,  and  had  he  desired 
it  might  easily  have  taken  a  foremost  position  in  the  commercial  world 
in  any  of  the  great  centers  of  population.  AltlKxigh  preferring  to  li\'e 
quietly  and  unostentatiously  in  the  rural  atmosphere  of  Berkshire  and 
the  immediate  neighborhood  of  some  of  the  more  important  manufactur- 
ing concerns  with  v.iiich  he  was  prominently  and.  actively  identified  for 
so  manv  vears.  his  was  a  v.'ell-known  personal it\-  in  the  financial  circles 
of  tlie  east.  He  possessed  a  gifted  intellect,  strring  mentality,  absolute 
business  integrity,  quick  and  unerring  judgment  and  a  fine  appreciation 
of  values,  present  and  prospective. 
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Colonel  Quircii  was  a  clL-scendant  of  an  old  and  liunored  Connect- 
icut stuck,  and  was  born  in  Canaan,  Connecticut,  Jul\-  20,  1S26,  a  son 
of  Lenian  and  Sarah  i^Pomcroy)  Church.  L.eman  Cliurch  was  a  prom- 
inent member  of  the  Litchfield  county  bar.  with  a  reputation  fur  aljihly 
■and  skill  in  his  profession,  which  exceeded  the  lin.iits  vi  h.is  naiive  state, 
the  revised  statutes  of  which  he  assisted  in  conipihr.g-,  and  won  for  him 
clients  over  the  borders  into  Xew  York  and  ^Massachusetts.  Hun.  Sam- 
uel Church,  brother  01  Leman  Church,  was  chief  justice  of  llie  state  of 
Connecticut.  Colonel  Church  atten_ded  the  public  schools  of  his  nativv 
town,  Canaan,  and  the  knowledge  thus  gained  :\-as  supplemented  by  in- 
struction from  his  father,  especially  in  law,  that  might  be  useful  to  him 
in  a  business  way.  I11  1841  he  left  home  to  seek  his.  first  employment 
in  Huntsville,  Connecticut,  a  neig"hboring  village,  obtaining  work  at 
the  smelting  of  pig  iron,  tlie  iron  industry  at  that  time  being  the  leading 
one  in  that  section  of  the  country.  After  a  residence  of  tweh'e  years  in 
that  village  he  removed  to  \"an  Deusenville,  ^\here  he  became  connected 
with  the  Richmond  Ivon  Works.  He  made  an  exhauhtive  study  of  the 
iron  business  in  all  its  branches,  and  in  the  broader  field  which  the  ^^•orks 
there  opened  up  he  soon  Ijecame  one  of  the  best  known  experts  in  char- 
coal pig  iron  in  the  country.  Entering  into  business  relations  with  the 
late  John  H.  Coif.ng  and  George  Cofhng,  Colonel  Church  became  an 
owner  in  the  company  for  whom  he  had  been  acting  for  some  years  as 
agent,  and  later  they  were  j'jined  bv  the  late  William  IT.  Barnum,  after- 
Avards  United  States  senator  from  Connecticut.  These  men  were  the 
iron  kings  in  the  ante-l)el!um  days,  and  during  the  war  the  company's 
iron  was  almost  all  purchased  by  the  government  for  the  manufacture 
of  guns  and  cannons.  In  1861  Colonel  Church  became  identified  with 
the  Monument  Mills  in  Housatonic.  which  was  then  the  largest  manu- 
facturing concern  in  it?  line,  that  of  the  making  rjf  bed  quilts,  in  the 
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Ujiited  Slates,  and  liirough  his  management  and  business  ability  it  as- 
sumed still  larger  proportions  and  attained  a  prominence  theretofore 
unknown.  Although  devoting  considerable  time  and  attention  to  tliis 
new  enterprise,  he  did  not  neglect  the  iron  business,  and  in  1S67,  again 
in  partnership  vrith  Joh.n  H.  and  Gem-ge  Coftlng,  and  tlie  late  Charles 
J.  Ta}dor,  the  well-known  historian  and  long-time  treasurer  of  the  Sav- 
ing'-s  Bank  01  Great  Barringtoin,  the  Lenox  Imn  Furnace  was  estab- 
lished at  Lenox  Furnace.  [Massachusetts.  Later  Colonel  Church  with 
George  and  John  H.  Cotting  incorporated  the  Ramapo  \\"hcel  Foundry 
Company  and  the  Ramapo  Iron  Works  at  Ilillburn,  New  York,  of  both 
of  which  he  to<.>k  the  presidency  and  treasurership.  These  concerns 
were  established  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  wh.eels  and  brake 
slices  by  the  former,  and  switches,  frogs  and  general  railroad  castings 
by  the  latter.  In  1873  ^'''C  pig  ii'on  industr}-  in  the  Bei-kshire  Valley  be- 
gan to  meet  the  oomipetition  of  the  west  and  south,  and  thereafter  suf- 
fered a  decline  from  which  it  was  never  aijie  to  rally.  Ltowever,  the 
Ramapo  enterprises,  not  being  affected  by  the  same  conditions,  pros- 
pered greatly  and  were  a  source  of  large  income.  In  i<SSi,  together 
Avith  R.  A.  Burget  and  John  FI.  Celling,  he  purchased  beds  of  sand, 
from  wdiich  the  purest  and  clearest  glass  could  be  made,  incorporated 
the  Berk-shire  Glass  Sand  Company  of  Cheshire,  and  shipped  the  sand 
to  all  the  most  prominent  manufacturers  of  cut  glass  in  this  country  and 
in  Europe.  He  was  president  and  treasurer  of  the  company  for  two 
decades.  He  v/as  also  a  director  in  the  Stanley  Instrument  Company, 
the  Xatiorial  }vfahaiwc  Bank,  the  Berkshire  Railroad  Company,  and 
president  of  the  Great  Barrington  Savings  Bank. 

Politically  Colonel  Church  was  a  Democrat  in  his  earlier  manhood, 
but  continued  to  espjiise  the  Republican  principles  from  tlie  time  he 
voted  for  Abraliam  Li-.icoln  in  1S60.    Although  he  might  have  held 


170 


BERKSHIRE  COUNTY 


almost  any  political  otike  ^vhich  his  town  and  county  could  offer,  and 
was  frequently  invited  to  become  a  candidate,  the  allurements  of  office 
did  not  tempt  him.  if  we  except  one  term  as  a  member  of  the  Connecti- 
cut legislature  and  the  several  occasions  when  he  allowed  himself  to  be 
elected  a  selectman  of  the  tov,-n  of  Great  Earrington.  In  the  latter 
office  he  served  for  three  years  from  iS6i  to  1S64  as  one  of  the  notable 
■war  board,  having-  for  his  associates  the  late  C.  J.  Taylor  and  the  late 
John  Seely.  and  one  year — in  1876 — when  the  same  trio  were  re- 
elected as  the  famous  '"'Centennial  board."  Colonel  Church  was  one  of 
the  oldest  Free  .Afasons  in  the  town  of  Great  Barrington,  liaving-  joined 
Cincinnatus  Lodge  as  early  as  185S.  He  was  also  one  of  the  charter 
members  of  [Monument  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  ^Masons. 

On  February  14.  1861.  Colonel  Clnuxh  married  ]^.Iaria  Louise  Bost- 
wick,  of  Van  Deusenville.  and  eiglit  children  v/ere  born  x:>{  this  union. 
In  the  year  of  his  marriage  Colonel  Church  removed  to  Great  Barrington, 
where  he  purchased  the  residence  of  tb.e  late  Theodore  Dewc}'  on  South 
street.  Vv-hich  he  afterv.-ard  remodeled,  and  where  he  continued  to  reside 
until  the  time  of  his  death. 

PARLEY  ASA  RUSSELL. 
In  every  center  of  population  are  to  be  found  men  of  generally 
recognized  excellence  of  judgment  and  uncompromising  integrity,  upon 
whom  it  is  instinct  with  the  comm.unity  to  thrust  responsibilities.  Such 
men,  too,  are  almost  invariably  those  whose  private  affairs  are  of  the 
most  important  and  absorbing  nature  and  v^hose  natural  inclination  is 
averse  to  the  assujnption  of  public  duties.  Of  these  in  southern  Berk- 
shire is  Parley  Asa  Russell,  of  Great  Barrington,  whose  valuable  and 
diverse  public  service  has  ever  kept  pace  with  successful  business  enter- 
prises. 
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PV^rley  A.  Russl-H  was  born  in  Great  Barrington,  June  i8,  1S38, 
son  of  the  late  John  Cone  Russell  and  Jeanette  Eloise  OVilcox)  Rus- 
sell, both  nativ-cs  of  Connecticut,  tlie  former  of  "W'estforcl,  the  latter  of 
Canaan.  John  Cone  Russell  located  in  Great  Barrington  in  1824  and 
entered  the  employ  of  an  uncle.  A!\-enus  Cone,  proprietor  of  the  gen- 
eral store  at  that  place.  Industn.-,  thrift  and  business  capacity  com- 
bined to  enable  his  purchase  in  a  comparati\'ely  short  time  of  this  estab- 
lishment, which  he  continued  to  successfully  conduct  in  partner'^hip 
association  with  his  brother.  .-\sa  C.  Russell,  for  many  years.  During 
this  period  these  gentlemen,  with  others,  fornied  a  corporation  kni'iwn 
as  the  Berkshire  \\'oolen  Company,  of  which  John  Cone  Russell  was 
president  and  general  manager  up  to  the  time  of  his  decease.  This 
plant,  installed  in  a  very  modest  way  in  i83f^,  steadily  de\'eloped  until 
it  became  the  leading  industry  of  its  kind  in  southern  Berksliire.  em- 
ploying three  hundred  operatives.  In  1852  ■Messrs.  J.  C.  and  A.  C. 
Russell,  v.-ith  others,  purchased  the  properties  of  the  cotton  print  manu- 
facturing establishment  of  the  defunct  Housatonic  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany and  incorporated  in  the  following  year  as  ^Monument  i\Iil!s.  In- 
stant and  conspicuous  success  attended  this  enterprise  and  it  became  the 
most  important  manufacturing  industry  of  the  town,  largely  through 
the  business  capacity  and  enterprise  of  Jolm  Cone  Russell,  who  was 
president  and  principal  adviser  of  the  com.pany  from  its  incorporation 
up  to  the  time  of  his  decease.  John  C.  Russell  was  one  of  the  founders 
and  original  stockholders  and  officers  of  the  Mahaiwe  National  Bank 
of  Great  Barrington.  He  died  in  1873;  his  brother,  Asa  C.  Russell, 
died  in  1876. 

Parley  Asa  Russell  received  his  initial  schooling  in  'his  native  town 
and  this  was  supplemented  by  attendance  at  Williston  Seminary,  East- 
hampton.  Massachusetts,  and  an  academic  course  at  College  Hill,  Rough- 
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kecpsie,  Xew  York.  His  Uusiness  career  had  its  inception  in  1855  at 
Great  Barrington  as  clerk  whh  the  firm  of  ilollisfer  «S:  Taylor,  by  whom 
he  \vas  employed  for  four  }-ears.  FoUowing  this  he,  for  one  year,  1S59- 
60,  conducted  a  general  store  of  his  own  at  Housatonic.  Iiv  the  spring 
of  1861  he  became  associated  vrith  the  woolen  manufacturing  business 
heretofore  referred  to,  and  continued  to  be  officially  connected  with  its 
management  up  ro  his  reliracy  from  active  business  life  in  1S94.  The 
management  of  his  private  estate  and.  the  fulnllmcnt  of  thx-  duties  of 
various  offices  have  served  tc)  occupy  his  time  quite  fully  since  the  lat- 
ter date.  He  has  Ijeen  tlie  etTicient  chairman  of  the  board  of  water  com- 
missioners since  1S92,  v/hen  tlie  cor]>jrate  interests  suppl}-ing  water  to 
Great  Barrington  were  purcliased  by  the  municipalit}-,  and  was  for  a 
period  of  seven  years  active  in  his  connection  with  the  fire  department 
of  Great  Barrington  as  it?  chief  engineer.  He  served  on  the  com- 
mittees which  erected  the  scliool  buildings  of  Great  Barrington  and  its 
town  hall,  and  as  a  member  of  the  committees  which  had  charge,  of 
the  street  paving  and  railroad  improvements.  He  was  for  a  number  of 
years  one  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Monument  ]\Iills,  of  Housa- 
tonic, and  is  now  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Mahaiwe  Bank,  the  Stanley 
Instrument  Company  of  Great  Barrington,  and  Mahaiwe,  and  Berkshire 
!^.Il.■!tual  Fire  Insurance  Companies,  of  Pittsfield.  Ever  since  the  attain- 
ment of  his  m.ajority  }.Ir.  Rus-ell  has  been  a  Republican  of  the  stalwart 
type  and  has  ahvays  given  liberally  of  his  time,  talent  and  means  to  the 
advancement  of  the  interests  of  his  party  in  his  native  town,  county 
and  state.  He  has  served  on  local  and  county  committees  and  as  dele- 
gate to  numerotis  conventions,  among  the  latter  the  Xational  Repub- 
lican Convention  which  in  1896  at  St.  Louis  nominated  ]\Tr.  McKinley 
for  the  presidency.  He  v/as  elected  in  1899  and  re-elected  in  1900  as 
a  member  of  governor's  council,  serving  the  first  year  with  Governor 
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\\'olcoit  and  the  second  witli  Go\'ernor  Crane.  In  this  connection  he 
served  on  tlie  pardons,  state  house,  nuance  and  accounts  conimitlecs. 
;Mr.  Russell  I'.as  been  twice  married;  liis  first  wife,  to  whom  he  was 
vredded  in  1SC2.  being-  Hilary  E.,,  daughter  of  John  Lewis,  a  leading 
agriaikurist  of  southern  Berkshire  county.  She  had  three  children,  two 
of  whom  died  in  infancy  and  tlie  third,  John  Lewis  Russell,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-four  years.  ^^Irs.  'Mtivy  E.  (Lewis)  Russell  died  in  1869. 
Mr.  Russell's  second  marriage  was  contracted  in  1S70  v/ith  Celeste  S. 
Gilbert,  granddaughter  of  ^Irs.  .George  Stanley,  nee  Clara  Wadhanis, 
one  of  the  best  known  and  most  highly  respected  of  !be  early  residents 
of  Great  Barringlcn.  Of  four  children  '  born  to  them  two  survive: 
Mary  Ethebwyn.  wife  of  Frank  Judson  Pope,  of  New  York,  and  Miss 
Cla,ra  Russell.  One  child  died  in  infancy  and  the  fourth,  William  Mc- 
Kenzie  Russeil.  died  in  1904  at  Cornell  L'niversit}-  wlhle  one  of  the 
very  promising  studetits  in  the  .sophomore  class  of  that  institution. 
T]^e  fami'y  are  members  of  the  First  Congregational  church  of  Great 
Barrington. 

EDMUXD  EL^.IORE  CALLEXDER. 

Old  resideitts  of  Berkshire  count}-,  among  their  rccollecticjns  of 
the  past,  have  vivid  remembrances  of  the  genial  personality  and  upright 
character  of  Edm.ur.d  Elmore  Callender.  who  spent  the  greater  part  of 
his  life  at  Sheftield,  Massachusetts.  \\"ith  this  tcnvn  the  Callender  fam- 
ily has  been  identified  for  nearly  two  centuries.  The  first  of  the  name 
concerning  whom  we  have  recorded  testimony  is  Philip  Callender,  who 
in  1735  was  elected  deacon  of  the  Congregational  church  at  Sheftiebl, 
and  also  served  as  one  of  the  first  selectmen  of  the  town.  He  married 
Mar;.-  and.  t'ley  were  tb.e  parents  of  a  son,  John,  who  mar- 
ried jdar\-  Smith.  October  23,  1735. 
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Josepli  Callendcr.  son  of  Jolm  and  ^Nlary  (Smith)  Callcnder.  was 
born  Fcbruan-  13.  1737  or  173S.  He  wa-^  one  of  that  baiid  of  patriots 
who  helped  to  rccnnt  the  ranks  of  the  Revolutionary  3rm}'.  (See 
"'Massachusetts  Soldiers  and  Sailors  of  the  Revolnticnar)-  War."'  Vol- 
time  IIJ,  pag-e  30.)  He  married.  June  2J,  1759,,  Mercy  Kellogg,  who 
was  born  April  22,  1740.  This  union  remained  unbroken  for  nearly 
fort}'  years,  when  it  was  dissolved  by  tlie  death  of  Airs.  Callender,  who 
passed  av.-ay  October  11,  1797.  Her  husband  survived  her  a  numb.er  of 
years,  his  death  occurring- /May  2T.  1812,  just  as  the  clouds  of  another 
war  with  Great  Britain  were  gathering-  on  the  national  horizon. 

Stephen  Callender.  son  of  Joseph  and  Mercy  (Kellogg)  Callender, 
was  born  September  16.  1765,  and.  like  his  ancestors,  was  a  good  and 
useful  citizen.  He  appears  also  to  have  stood  high  in  the  Congregational 
church,  for  in  1810  he  was  elected  deacon,  the  same  office  to  which  his 
great-grandfather  had  been  chosen  seventy-five  years  before.  He' mar- 
ried Plaunah  Sheldon,  January  31,  1790,  and  tlieir  eldest  child  was  a 
son,  Edniurid  Sheldon,  mentioned  at  Icnglli  hereinafter.  ]\Irs.  Callcn- 
der died  March  20,  1832.  and  twenty-one  years  later  her  husband  passed 
away,  April  22,  1853,  having  attained  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-eight 
years. 

Edmund  Sheldon  Callender,  son  of  Stephen  and  Hannah  (Sheldon) 
Callender.  was  born  September  24.  i/Qi.  in  Sheffield.  He  appears  to 
have  been  animated  by  a  migratory  spirit  not  possessed  by  any  of  his 
ancestors,  inasmuch  as  he  abandoned  the  home  of  his  forefathers  among 
the  Berkshire  hills  and  m,oved  to  Xevv  York  state.  He  married  Harriet 
Elmore,  and  they  had  a  son.  Edmund  Elmore,  mentioned  at  length  here- 
inafter. Both  were  regarded  v.-ith  esteem  and  affection  by  all  who 
knew  them.. 

Edmund  Elmore  Callender.  son  of  F^'mund  Sheldon  and  Harriet 
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(Einiore)  Callender,  was  born  at  Pallaline  Bridge,  New  York.  He 
was  a  farmer  and  hotelkeeper  and  from  his  agricultural  and  other  labors 
reaped  a  fair  measure  of  success.  Desiring  to  return  to  the  home  of 
his  ancestors,  he  came  to  Sheffield,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  For  many  years  he  was  the  proprietor  of  a  hotel  which  under 
Ins  judicious  management  enjoyed  a  well  deserved  popularity.  Air.  Cal- 
lender took  the  interest  of  a  good  citizen  in  all  township  and  county 
affairs,  and  possessed  the  fullest  esteem,  and  confidence  of  his  neigh- 
bors, by  whom  he  was  chosen  to  fill  various  offices,  among  them  tliat  of 
selectman. 

Mr.  Callender  married  Pamelia  Shears,  of  an  old  Berkshire  county 
family,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  three  daughters:  Emily  E..  avIio 
m.arried  D.  A\'.  Crippen  of  South  Egremont  and  who  is  now  deceased ; 
Harriet  A.,  who  married,  August  i8,  1S74,  Francis  Thompson  Owen, 
and  had  three  children,  two  of  whom  are  living,  Alay  Callender,  wife 
of  George  de  Fan  Fox,  of  Xew  York,  and  Gwendolyn;  and  Alice  P., 
who  married  Dr.  F.  L.  Alunsell.  of  Xew  York,  and  has  one  child,  Norma 
A.  Air.  Owen  is  a  member  of  a  well-known  family  which  has  long  been 
resident  in  New  York. 

By  the  death  ot  Air.  Callender  it  was  felt  that  not  only  his  family 
and  near  friends  but  the  whole  community  liad  sustained  a  severe  loss, 
and  that  as  a  man,  a  citizen,  and  a  neighbor,  his  place  would  not  soon 
be  filled. 

PIOX.  AIARSHALL  WILCOX. 

Nestor  of  the  bar  of  Berkshire  county,  a  pillar  of  strength  in  the 
profession  which  he  has  for  so  many  years  adorned,  and  beloved  and 
respected  throughout  Western  Alassachusetts.  the  gentleman  whose  name 
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introduces  these  nieiuoirs  long'  since  attained  general  recognition  as  one 
of  the  strong  men  of  iiis  community. 

He  \vas  born  in  Srockbridge,  iMassachusetts,  Ivlarch  19,  i8-;i,  son 
of  Luring  Wilcox,  a  native  of  Cromwell,  Connecticut,  whose  parents  re- 
moved th.ence  to  Stockbridge  during  ti:.e  early  youth  of  the  son  Loring. 
I'he  latter  eventually  located  in  Lanesboro,  v.'here  he  was  engaged  in 
mercantile  pursuits. 

[Marshall  ^^'iIcox  prepared  for  college  at  Lenox  Academy,  then,  en- 
tering \\'illiams  College,  from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  with 
the  class  of  1844.  His  study  of  law  was  begun  under  the  preceptorship 
of  Hon.  Lester  I-'illey.  of  Otis.  He  Avas  admitted  to  the  bar  in,  1847, 
practiced  for  two  years  in  Otis,  Massachusetts,  and  the  following  two 
years  in  Chester,  and  in  1853  established  ofiices  at  Lee,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1 8/ 1,  when  he  remo\'ed  to  Pittsfieid. 

His  professional  career  has  been  of  the  signally  successful  order,  his 
services  havir.g  been  retained  in  man\-  of  the  most  important  cases  that 
have  been  before  the  court-;  of  Western  ALassacliusetts. 

Originally  an  old-lir,e  Whig,  -he  has  consistently  been  nllicd  with 
the  Republican  party  since  its  formation.  The  only  oftices  which  he  has 
had  were  those  of  representati\-e  to  the  state  assembly  in  1866,  and  state 
senator  in  186S.  ^^'i^u'anls  College  conferred  the  degree  of  LL.D.  upon 
iSIr.  Wilcox  in  1891. 

A  reunion  of  the  members  of  his  class  was  held  at  Mr.  W^ilcox's 
residence  in  June.  1905.  The  members  of  the  class  present  were  Rev. 
T.  H.  Hawkes  of  Sprin.gfield.  Dr.  Calvin  C.  Halsey  of  Montrose,  Penn- 
sylvania, William  B.  Rice,  former  superintendent  of  schools,  and  Mr. 
Wilcox,  the  veteran  attorney  of  tin's  city.  It  has  been  the  custom  of  the 
class  to  hold  a  formal  reunion  at  least  once  in  each  decade,  with  occa- 
sional meetings  at  other  than  these  stated  tinies.  and  always  they  have 
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been  gatherings  of  enjoyiiiein  in  a  fraternal  sense,  of  interest  m  all  ways, 
and  especially  as  the  nun^iber  cif  survi\-ors  grew  less  with  the  passing 
>-ears,  affections,  friendships  and  memories  grew  more  and  more  sweet 
and  tender. 

The  class  of  1844  was  one  i^f  the  largest  in  the  college  history,  at 
that  time,,  and  its  memlership  represented  nearly  if  not  quite  e\-ery  state 
in  the  Union.  Even  after  a  number  had,  as  is  usual  in  college  classes, 
dropped' out,""  tliirty-diree  remained  to  graduate  and  of  fiiese  were  the 
surviving  four  who  held  th.is  reunion.  ^.Jcrshall  \\'ilcox,  president  of  the 
class  for  a  number  of  years  past,  presided,  and  prayer  was  offered  by  Rev, 
^Ir.  Hawkes.  minutes  v.-ere  read  and  the  old  class  officers  re-elected,  after 
which  followed  reminiscent  talks,  infornial  and  pleasant  bttt  serious, 
earnest,  tender  and  fitting  the  occasion.  This  was  f(;llowed  by  dinner 
and  adjournment.  In  t':ine  and  spirit,  in  feeling  and  expression,  the  little 
gathering  was  of  a  grade  and  quality  that  was  impressive  t(>  a  degree 
tliat  no  previous  meeting,  however  large  in  numbers  attending,  has  sur- 
passed if  equalled.    It  seemed  to  hallow  them  all. 

Among  the  deceased  members  of  the  class  ^vere  so.nie  well  remem- 
bered in  this  section,  Hon.  Samuel  W.  Piowerman.  Gen.  Hem"y  S.  Briggs 
and  Judge  James  T.  Robinson  being  three  of  particular  prominence  in 
affairs.  'Sir.  Bowerman.  as  lawyer  and  legislator,  won  eminence  and 
honor,  Jud^e  Robinson  as  editor  and  speaker,  as  law\er  and  for  many 
years  judge  of  probate,  was  most  influential,  and  Gen.  Briggs  was  a  ris- 
ing member  of  the  Berkshire  bar,  vchen  he  laid  down  a  case  which  he  was 
trying  in  the  courts  at  Boston  to  take  up  loyal  ser^-ice  in  the  Union  army. 
The  late  Covil  C.  Wolcott.  of  Gheshire,  was  also  a  member  of  this  class 
and  there  are  memories  of  him  it  is  pleasnnt  to  recalb 

A  member  who  became  sicjnally  noted  and  \^•hose  works  rlo  fol- 
low him  "  was  Cyrus  Tacr.^art  }dill5.     Born  in  T'ari^.  Xew  York,  in 
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1S19,  he  entered  the  coiici^e  at  twenty-one,  practically  without  money 
but  ^vith  pievity  of  sagacity  and  unconcjueralde  industry.  Tlirough  this 
college  and  Union  Theological  Seminary  he  worked  every  foot  of  his 
way  and  finished  clear  of  debt.  In  1S4S,  he  married  I\Iiss  Susan  L. 
Tolman,  of  Ware,  who  had  been  for  six  years  with  Mary  Lyon  at  Mt. 
Holyoke  and  with  his  bride  he  sailed  for  India  under  the  auspices  of  the 
American  Board  of  Foreign  [Missions.  He  remained  six  years,  was  later, 
for  two  years,  a  pastor  in  New  York  state,  and  then  settled  in  Southern 
California,  not  to  remain  however,  as  he  was  president  of  Oahu  College 
in  Honolulu  for  five  years.  Returning  to  California,  there  he  remained 
and  became  the  founder  of  ^.lills  college,  which  has  grown  to  great  fame 
on  th.e  Pacific  ci.'ast,  equalling  Mt.  Hol\  oke,  Smith,  \^assar.  and  like.  ]\Irs. 
Mills,  a  most  capable  and  esteemed  lady,  survives  her  husband,  and  she 
is  now  the  able  and  beloved  president  of  the  college. 

Closing  a  tribute  to  tlie  nicmory  of  Dr.  ]^dills  a  college  publication 
says:  \\'hen  we  contemplate  the  life  of  this  noble  man,  and  remem- 
ber fb.e  hundreds  of  young  lives  that  came  under  his  inHuencc,  we  realize 
that  no  niaihcmatician  can  compute  the  far-reaching  and  blessed  results 
for  good  which  his  earnest  life  bestowed  upon  the  world." 

Mr.  Wilcox  married.  January  7,  1857,  Nancy  B.  Bradley,  a  native 
of  Lee. 

A  son,  Charles  ^.f.  V.'ilcox,  l>orn  at  Lee,  August  31,  1861,  ^\•as  edtt- 
catedi  at  Greyicck  Institute  and  "Williston  Seminary,  Easthampton,  studied 
law  under  his  father  and  in  the  law  school  of  Boston  University,  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  ^larch  6.  1886,  and  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in' Pittsheld.  He  represented  I'ittsfieid  in  the  state  legislature 
in  1889.  He  married  May  2,  1892,  Katherine,  daughter  of  the  late  Al- 
bert 'iT.on-.pson.  of  New  York.  Mr.  and  i\Ir?.  diaries  'SI.  Wilcox  have 
two  ciiildren.  r\[inerva,  Lorn  June  10,  1S93,  and  Evelyn  B.,  born  Decem- 
ber 24,  1897. 
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KE\-.  JOPIX  TODD,  D.  D. 

The  Todd  famil}-  ■originated  in  Englauu.  and  the  American  bra.nch 
was  planted  by  Christopher  Todd,  of  Pontefract,  in  the  West  Riding- 
of  Yorkshire,  \vho.  became  one  of  the  original  settlers  of  the  New  Haven 
colony  in  1 639.  He  became  a  large  land  owner,  and  li\  cd  to  a  ripe  old 
age,  leaving-  three  sons  and  three  daughters.  This  distinguished  divine 
was  born  in  Rutland,  \'ermont,  October  9,  i8co,  son  of  Dr.  Timothy 
and  Phehe  (,BueI)  Todd. 

Timothy  Todd  was  one  of  nine  children  of  Timothy  Todd,  who  was 
a  fanner,  merchant  and  magistrate,  and  was  an  ardent  patriot  in  Revo- 
lutionary tim.es.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  vdien,  at  his  death,  his  estate 
was  found  to  be  insolvent  on  accoun.t  of  the  depreciation  of  the  con- 
tinental currency,  his  sons,  with  a  fine  sense  of  h.onor,  assumed  -his  in- 
debtedness and  paid  it  in  full. 

Timothy  Todd,  father  of  Dr.  John  Todd,  bore  a  part  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Bennington.  After  the  Revolution  he  studied  medicine  and  en- 
gaged in  practice  at  Arlington.  Vern.iont,  after  having  visited  Killing- 
worth  (now  Clinton.  Connecticut),  to  marry  Phebe,  daughter  of  Cap- 
tain Tehiel  Euel.  Near  Arlington  he  built  a  brick  house,  which  was 
standing  in  1875.  and  here  were  born  six  of  his  seven  children.  He 
served  in  the  General  Assembly  and  in  the  governor's  council.  He 
wrote  many  articles  for  the  press,  and  delivered  addresses  upon  special 
occasions.  Shortly  before  the  birth  of  his  son  John  he  was  seriously 
injured  in  an  accident,  and  his  wife,  who  had  long  been  ill,  lost  her 
reason  when  her  husband  was  erroneously  reported  to  her  as  killed.  Dr. 
Todd  rem.oved  to  East  Guilford,  and  finally  settled  at  KillingAvorth, 
ConnecticiTt.  where  he  died. 

John  Todd  was  left  parentless  when  six  years  old,  and  wni  lalcen 
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into  the  heme  of  h.is  aunt.  I\Lrs.  John  Hamilton,  of  North  Killing-^.vorth. 
Later  he  Aveut  to  Giarlestown,  ^^las.-acluisetts,  making-  the  journey  afoot, 
and  lived  for  several  years  in  the  familv  of  a  'Mv.  Evarts.  Me  then 
ciitered  Yale  College,  during  his  vacatioris  teaching  school.  During  his 
senior  }-ear  in  college  h.c  engaged  in  that  writing  winch  hccanic  a  life 
habit.  His  first  articles  were  publislied  in  The  Scainon's  Magac:i)ic^  and 
later  in  a  little  volume.  Aside  from  his  text  L-r)oks.  his  reading  hours 
were  principally  occupied  with,  works  of  the  Baxter's  Saint's  Rest  '' 
and  Doddri. Ige's     Rise  and  Progress  "'  class. 

On  leaving  college  !N[r.  Todd  was  urged  to  teach  in  a  school  at 
Weston,  of  which  he  had  charge  during  one  of  his  vacations.  He  had 
determined,  however,  upon  the  ininistr)-,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-two 
he  entered  the  seminary  at  Ando^•er.  That  place  wa>  then  a  great  center 
of  thcvlogical  interest:  tlie  classes  were  large,  and  the  professors  vvere 
men  c^f  distinguished  rejratation.  among  then.i  being  Dr.  Ebenezer 
Porter.  Dr.  Leonard  XA'o^ds.  Dr.  iNIoses  Stuart  and  others  equally  able. 
It  v,-as  during  the  flood.iide  r,f  the  great  conflict  between  orthodoxy  and 
Unitarian.'sm.  and  teachers  and  students  were  alike  full  of  white-heat 
enthusiasm. 

S<'<f<n  after  entering  flie  seminary.  i\[r.  T<^d(l  began  to  dc\-elop  his 
prrwers  as  a  preacher.  Plis  fir^t  attempt  bmugdit  upon  him  the  dis- 
plea'iure  of  the  facnlty.  Havincr  made  srmc  remarks  at  a  religious 
meeting,  he  was  rcnriman.ded  for  preaching  uithont  a  license,  and  he 
wr.s  required  to  m.ake  confession  of  his  fault.  He  complied  by  rising 
and  saying.  L  John  Tr-dd.  in  the  presence  of  this  august  assembly, 
with  fee!ir.g=  ''■f  the  deepest  contrit'on  and  repentance,  do  express  mv 

most  heartfelt  regret  and  sorrow  for  having  on  — ■ — ■          day,  in  the 

village  of  .  in  a  small  schor  l  house.  '  exhorterl  the  people  to 

repentance.  ?nd  to  seek  their  eternrd  srdvati<  ;n  thmugh  Gorl :  aufl  for 
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such  a  crir  ;,-  •  !  !,e  j^aruovied."  It  is  not  recorded  that  the  factiUy 
pursued  t!:,  ^  ■  cr  furtlier. 

W  hi!e  a  >tiK!eiK.  3iir.  Todd  wrote  a  pungent  article  on  Swedenlior- 
gianisiii,  which  was  irritating  ti,'  t'h.e  t-xponeiits  of  that  hehcf.  In  liis 
autoliiograpliv  he  nctes  tiiat  mi  Tebruary  14.  1823.  he  hegan  the  writing 
of  his  first  sernirai.  He  was  not  ph.ysically  stnjng,  and  lie  was  obliged 
to  ahandi.n  liis  studies  in  search  of  recuperation,  his  condition  being 
then  so  unpnmiisiiig  tliat  one  of  tlie  professors  expressed  the  belief  that 
he  was  not  lotig  for  th.is  >vorld.  After  a  short  respite,  in  course  of 
which  he  didi  some  ediloTial  work  in  Bf  stoti,  he  returned  to  An<lovcr 
•Seminary,  and  wa?  anp.'inted  librarian.  He  now  began -to  attract  atten- 
tion as  a  speaker  and  writer,  and  frequently  appeared  before  public 
assemblage-.  In  tlie  mid-^t  of  his  literary  work  be  was  brought  into  the 
family  of  Mr.  Willis.  ];r.:iprietor  of  tb.e  Recorder,  wh.o  was  the, father 
of  X.  P.  Willis  and  of  a  daughter  \\lio  was  a  popular  writer  uufler  the 
pen-name  of  Fanny  Fern.  In  June,  iS_'3.  wlicn  he  was  t\vent_\--th:ee 
years  oM.  ^Ir.  Todd  was  licensed  as  a  preacher  by  the  Suffolk  Associa- 
tion, which  included  the  orthodox  ministers  of  Boston.  After  speaking 
in  the  P'ark  Street  church  he  was  invited  to  settle  in  Tlolliston..  Soon 
after  ne  deli'  ered  an  orthodox  discourse  at  Groton,  a  hotbed  of  Unita- 
rianism.  At  this  tin".e  lie  had  received  four  offers — a  mission  in  ^vlaine, 
one  in  \'irginia.  one  to  Sou.th  Carolina,  and  another  to  Savatuiah.  All 
of  these  he  declined,  as  he  did  a  fellowship  in  the  seminary.  He  again 
preached  orthodoxy  at  Groton.  and  so  plainly  that  one  of  his  Unitarian 
hearers  -aid.  everybody  who  comes  from  Andover  has  hell-fire  enough 
to  send  us  all  to  misery."  The  church  voted  to  extend  to  him  a  call, 
but  the  pari.sh,  comprising  all  the  legal  \'Oters  in  the  town,  would  not 
agree  to  it.  As  a  sidelight  upon  the  conditions  at  that  time,  it  is  curious 
to  note  that  at  the  election  rum  was  served  by  the  pailful,  and  was  even 
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taken  iaro  the  meeting-  liouse.  He  coniiuiied,  however,  to  preaeh  in 
Groton,  and  during  this  rijiie  dechned  the  editorship  of  th.e  Xcxi'  York 
Obsrrzer.  After  the  building  of  a  church,  he  was  ordained  on  January 
3,  1827,  being  then  twenty-seven  }ears  old  In  a  revival  which  followed, 
'Mr.  Todd  \\"a5  taken  ill  as  the  result  of  over-exertion.  He  recovered, 
however,  in  time  to  be  married  to  3.1ary,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  jMr, 
Brace,  of  Xewington.  His  bride  liad  been  a  fellow-pupil  in  the  Rev. 
Charles  Herrick's  school.  Shortly  after  entering  Andover  Seminary, 
Mr.  Todd  visited  Air.  Brace,  wbo  was  so  pleased  with  the  young  man 
that  he  consented  to  a  correspondence  w  ith  his  daughter.  Later,  when 
Mr.  Tc:dd  was  tv.-enty-three  years  old,  and  on  ^Miss  Brace's  eiglitcenth 
birthday,  the  two  young  people  dre\v  up  a  formal  contract  of  engage- 
ment, in.  v.hich  it  was  specitied  that  they  should  marry  v\-hen  circum- 
stances should  render  it  con.\enieni."  The  convenient  time  had  now 
arrived,  and  the  marriage  occurred  iMarch  11,  1827,  the  ceremony  l>eing 
perform.ed  by  the  father  of  the  bride.  Mr.  Todd  had  preached  tv.dce 
on  that  dry,  previous  to  his  niarriage. 

Mr.  Todd  remained  all  his  life  a  nien.ibcr  of  the  clnnxli  in  Yale  Col- 
lege, being  opposed  on  principle  to  iK'lding  such  relationship  with  an.y 
church  of  v.hich  he  was  pastor.  He  remained  at  Groton  until  1832. 
when  he  accepted  a  call  to  Xorthanipton,  and  he  delivered  his  first  ser- 
mon there  on  January  20.  1S33,  in  the  town  hall.  Ten  days  later  the 
organization  of  the  church  was  C'^impleted,  and  he  was  installed  as  pastor. 
A  meeting  house  was  built  and  was  dedicated  on  the  follow  ing  Christ- 
mas. In  1835  he  aided  in  the  organizati^in  of  a  Congregational  church 
in  Philadelphia,  and  he  was  installed  as  its  pastor  November  17,  1836, 
when  thirty-six  years  old-  A  chtirch  edifice  was  built  and  was  dedicated 
just  a  year  later.  In  his  dedication  sermon  ^Vlr.  Todd  made  what  he 
termed  "  a  sim.ple  compari^'^-n  of  Congregationalism  with  other  church 
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systeiiis/'  and  with  5iich  \-igoi"  that,  to  use  the  lanyiuige  of  a  letter  writ- 
ten at  the  time,  one  i!ni\  crsal  howl  of  rage  went  up  from  Presb\  lerians, 
Episcopalians  and  Unirariaiis  alike."  ]\tr.  Todd's  course  lay  not  through 
unnn'^Hed  -eas.  Tiiere  v.cre  dissensions  at  times,  many  of  Ins  people 
desiring  a  return  to  I-'resb>-terian  forms.  The  eventual  downfall  of  the 
churcii  was,  however,  due  to  an  urijiayable  debt. 

In  1842,  at  the  age  of  forty-tuo,  Mr.  Todd  was  installed  as  pastor 
of  the  First  ciu'.rcii  of  Pittsfield,  tlie  Rev.  Dr.  Shepard,  of  Lenox,  preach- 
ing tlie  sern-!on.  In  the  spring  of  the  same  year  he  brought  Ins  faraiK' 
and  settled  in  the  place  whirh  was  destined  to  be  his  home  during  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  Shorily  after  his  arrival,  his  house  burned  down, 
and  his  family  barely  escaped  \vith.  their  lives.  Within  a  year  a  par- 
sonage was  built  which  was  their  shelter  for  thirty  years.  His  life  was 
a  particularly  busy  oi-.e  in  all  these  years,  and  his  letters  contaiiiing  th.e 
narrative  are  of  intense  interest.  Thc_\-  record  the  completion  of  tlie 
new  church  building  in  1853:  the  various  happenings  to  his  people;  his 
own  experiences  with  "  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men ;  tlie  death  of 
his  mother  after  a  long  life  in  which  her  diseased  mind  was  her  constant 
affliction:  the  six  years"  stay  in  the  home  of  his  father-in-law,  tlie  Rev. 
Dr.  Brace:  and  much  more. 

Hi?  reputation  had  now  extended  throughout  the  ccun.tiy.  .\s  early 
as  1S55  he  vi-ited  the  west  and  spoke  to  tv^eniy-two  different  audiences. 
His  health  l:ecame  i'.-npaired.  and  he  found  seme  restoration  in  a  visit 
to  Europe.  In  1869  he  jouriieyed  to  California  witli  a  compan}-  of  Pitts- 
field  people,  and  to'k  part  in  the  ceremonies  of  laying  the  last  rail 
uniting  the  Central  Pacific  and  L'ni'  ii  Pacific  railroads,  making  the 
pfayer  upon  that  interesting  cccri'^ion.  and  wh.ich  was  printed  in  almr.st 
every  newspaper  in  the  land.  He  delivered  se\-en  lectures  in  California, 
and  with  such  acceptabilit>-  that  lie  was  invited  to  a  pastorate  in  San 
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Francisco  at  a  siilary  of  Sjc.coo  in  g^ld.  In  1S70.  after  a  pastorate  of 
nearly  thircy  years,  during-  wb.icl'  lie  had  declined  riumerous  otTtrs  to  go 
eiscwb.ere.  !ic  resigned,  feeling-  tlrat  he  had.  s-.r\-cd  as  Icng  as  cuuld  be 
expected  of  bin',  and  h-eing-  desirous  of  rest.  It  was  uoi  uiUil  1S72, 
however.  t'h,";t  his  successor  was  installed  in  the  person  of  the  Rev.  E.  O. 
Barilett.  of  r'"ri.ividence.  In  1873  '^"^  delixered  an  historical  discourse 
narrating  tiie  career  of  tlie  ch-urch  fr(jni  its  foundation  ti;  that  time. 

A?  minister  and  inaii  his  i;il1-vcuce  oxer  the  ciMnnuinitx-  was  com- 
manding-, lie  advocated  fearlessly  whatever  h.e  believed  to  b.e  rigiit, 
and.  later  in  lite,  was  free  from  th.ai  bigotry  which  has  lessened  the  effect 
of  the  preaching-  of  many  siiicere  and  really  goorl  men,.  ]n  his  "  Life," 
as  edited  by  his  son.  in  the  analysis  of  the  preaching;  of  this  excellent 
man.  esj^ecial  note  is  made  <^f  the  simplicity  of  his  st_\'le.  his  infrequent 
r.se  of  sciciitific  tlieology.  his  great  use  of  illustration  and  CLim]jarison. 
which  his  ret-'-ntive  memory  facilitated,  the  gra\-ity  and  solemnity  of  his 
scrmcns.  and  his  strong  common  sense  and  deep  knowledge  of  human 
nature.  He  did  not  often  denounce  particular  sins  or  inculcate  specific 
duties,  but  aimerl  rather  to  purify  the  fountain  of  human  actiijn.  His 
pov.-er  of  path.cj?.  which  led  bim  to  sometimes  indulge  in  what  might 
he  called  the  luxury  of  woe.  and  affect  his  hearers  to  the  point  ()f  w  eep- 
ing.  gave  liini  a  certain  strong-  hr>ld  uj^cui  man}-.  His  enthusiasm  was 
g-reat.  and  be  bad  fine  imaginative  faculties.  In  spite  of  his  fondness 
fnr  the  pathetic,  be  was  fond,  oi  humor.  Ivat  never  allowed  that  side  of 
his  nature  n\  appear  wh.en  in  the  pailpil 

Hi?  iirdustry  as  a  ".-ritf-'r  coiit'iiued  throughout  bis  life.  Tn  1S35 
be  published  bis  "  Student's  ^lauual."  w-hicb  was  w-idelv  dstriliuted  in 
the  United  States,  and  ^.f  which  150.000  copies  were  sold  in 
England.  Hi=.  Sal-bafh  Scbor.l  Teacher."  o'lblisbed  about  1840.  met 
with  great  :ucce-=.    Tn  1844  'ic  v.-rote  a  ^-e^\'  interesting  bistorv'-  of  the 
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Berkshire  Jubilee,  of  whic'r.  he  \v;is  one  of  the  principal  managi^rs.  In 
184S  ht  was  induced  to  assume  the  editorial  work  on  the  "  Berkshire 
Agricuhurisl,"  but  he  continued  the  wurk  only  eleven  wee]<:5.  His 
■''  Lecture  to  Children,"  wbjich  was  really  his  tirst  book,  went  through 
many  editions  iri  England,  as  well  as  in  the  United  Slates,  and  was 
iransiaied  intij  French,  German,  Greek,  Bulgarian,  Tamil,  a.nd  other  lan- 
gxiages.  His  "  Stories  on  the  Shorter  Catechisnr  "  were  well  received. 
In  1867  he  published  a  Treatise  on  Woman's  Rights,'"  which  brought 
upon  him  the  severest  criticism  of  Gail  Hamilton. 

Dr.  Todd  niaintained  the  m<:>st  pleasant  relations  with  other  pro- 
fession-, and  csijecially  witii  medical  men,  who  made  liiin  an  honorary 
member  C'f  the  Beikshire  Medical  Society.  To  the  end  of  his  life  he 
kept  up  interest  in  *the  progress  of  science,  and  in  all  the  progressive 
movements  of  the  day.  He  kept  a  workshop  well  stocked  \\-ith  lathes 
and  tools,  and  many  specimens  of  In's  mechanical  skill  are  highly  treas- 
ured by  their  possessors.  He  was  especially  devoted  to  his  home,  his 
churcli  and  his  town,  and  county,  and  never  allowed  opportunity  to 
praise  them  go  unimproved.  He  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  all  public 
improvements.  His  social  qualities  were  surpassing,  and  his  extreme 
aptness  for  after-dinner  speeches  made  him  much  sought  after.  For 
more  than  twenty  years  of  b.is  later  life  lie  visited  the  Adirondacks,  hunt- 
ing and  fj-'hing.  Vlq  was  an  expert  authority  upon  fishing  apparatus, 
yet  preferred  hunting  as  a  personal  spi.irt.  In  l:>oating  he  was  as  venture- 
some as  a  youngster.  In  all  his  trips  on  pleasure  1:ent,  he  was  one  of 
the  most  genial  and  companionable  of  men. 

Dr.  Todd  was  a  trustee  of  \\'illiams  College,  and  he  received  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  from  that  institution  in  1S45.  He  died 
August  2.  1873,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three,  aufl  the  entire  body  of 
people,  of  .^11  denominations  and  of  none,  attended  "his  funeral. 
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CEBR,\  OUACICENBUSH. 

Amorig-  the  men  whose  public  spirit  and  enterprise  ha^'e  contributed 
in  large  measure  to  the  substantial  development  of  Pittsfield  the  gentle- 
man whose  name  forms  ilic  caption  for  these  memoirs  is  justly  entitled 
to  tlie  general  recognition  which  he  receives  as  a  public  benefactor.  He 
is  of  Hollandese  extraction,  a  representative  of  that  splendid  American 
type  that  has  been  so  important  a  factor  in  our  national  progress,  which 
through  numerous  generations  has  retained  the  characteristics  of  the 
early  Dutch  settlers  of  tlie  Hudson  valle)-,  indomitable  will,  persever- 
ance, thrift  and  conscientiousness.  Of  the  ancestors  of  Cebra  Ouack- 
enbush  \Villiam  Cebra,  maternal  grandfather,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Pa- 
triot army  during  the  war  of  the  revolution.  Anthony  Bries,  great- 
great-great-grandfather,  held .  the  office  of  high  constable  in  Alliany, 
New  York,  in  1696:  deacon' of  the  Dutch  Reformed  church,  1^97.  and 
one  of  the  number  who  attained  title  for  the  city  of  Albany  to  the 
"Beaver  Creek"  lands.  His  son  Hendrick  (great-great-grandfather) 
was  a  free  holder  in  Albany  in  1731.  and  alderman  1738.  He  married  a 
Van  Vechten.  and  the  son.  Gerret  Theumiissc  Bries  (now  spelled  Breese) 
held  numxerous  offices  of  trust  in  Albnny.  Gerret  married  a  Groslieck 
in  1774.  The  families  Bries.  \^an  Vechten  and  Grosbeck  were  all  rep- 
resented prominently  in  the  military  and  civic  life  r>f  the  colonial  and 
revolutionan.'  periods.  Th.e  Van  Schaicks  are  also  among  the  collateral 
connections  of  ]\Iajor  Quackenbush.  The  founder  of  the  American 
family  nov.-  knov/n  as  Ouackenbush  was 

Pieter  Quackenboss  (originally  Van  Qtiackenbosch)  who^  as  early 
as  166S  was  engaged  in  the  making  of  brick  in  Albany,  New  York. 
His  son  v.-as 

Adrian  Quackenbcss.  who  married  in  1699,  Catherine,  daivghter 
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of  Sybrant  A'au  Schaick.  and  settled  at  Scliag-hticoke.  To  this  couple 
eight  children  ^^■ere  boni  and  their  names  shov;  the  habit  of  educated 
Dutch  people  of  that  period  of  Latinizing-.  The  records  sliow  that  these 
cliildren  were  baptized  on  dates  ranging-  from  January  7,  1700,  to 
October  20,  T71Q.  .  Svbrant,  baptized  June  14,  1702.  married  Elizabeth 
Knickerlx)cker,  February  7,  17-5.  and  of  their  children  John  served  in 
the  Freucli  and  Indian  war.  was  captured  by  the  Indians,  from  \\-hom 
after  suffering  many  hardships  he  succeeded  in  making-  his  escape.  Of 
the  children  of  Adrian  Ouackenboss  the  one  in  dirt-ct  line  M'ith  the 
immediate  subject  of  tlicse  memoirs  began  an  Anglicization  of  the  family 
name  hv  adopting  the  spellir.g  Ou.^ickcnbush.    He  was 

John  Quackenbush.  born  October  28.  1710.  niarried  Eliza!  leth 
Rumbley.  December  22.  1730.  He  purchased  a  farm  in  1765  on  \vhat 
was  then  known  as  the  "  Schneyder  Patent.'"  vrhich  had  been  granted 
bv  the  crown  in  1762.  a  10.000  acre  tract  on  the -eastern  border  of  the 
present  town  of  Hoosick.  Xe\\  York,  subsequently  called  Mapietown. 
He  had  six  children,  three  S'^^ns  and  three  daughters.  Elis  son  Adrian, 
bom  in  1746.  died  a  Patriot  soldier  on  a  revolutionary  battlefield.  Of 
these  children  the  great-grandfather  of  Cebra  Ouackenbush  was 

Gosen  (English  rendition  Hosea")  Ouackenbush.  born  May  27. 
1744.  rendered  valuable  service  during  the  v,-ar  of  the  revolution  in  the 
field,  at  the  head  of  his  command  and  as  colonel  in  the  second  military 
departm.ent  at  Albany.  Pie  m.arried  and  left  three  children,  the  eldest, 
grandfather  of  the  immediate  subject  of  the«e  memoirs,  being 

John  Ouackenbush.  v.-ho  married  Hannah,  daughter  of  Peter 
O.strander.  The  children  of  this  m.arriage  were  Peter.  Benjamin,  John 
L.  and  Susannah.    Of  these 

Peter  Ouackenbush.  Vjrn  at  Ploosick,  May  31,  1R07,  was  for  a 
number  of  years  senior  m.ember  of  the  leading  powder  manufacturing 
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iimi  of  Ounckenbush,  Stccr  &  Avmsrrong.  whose  plant  was  located  at 
Fair  KaA'en.  \'ernionT.  He  was  married  Xfvember  13,  1S33.  tn  Mary 
Cebra.  daughter  of  James  and  ]\laria  (Ccbra)  Breese.  James  Brcese 
was  a  desceiid.ant  of  Hen^Irick  Bree^e,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Al- 
bany, Xcw  York,  and  who?e  son  Anthony  was  hip;h  constable  of  that 
city  in  1696.  [Mr.  Peter  Ouackcnimsh  ])nrchased  a  farm  of  his  Avife's 
father  at  Hciosick,  upon  which  lie  resided  for  many  }-ears.  Mrs.  Ouack- 
enbush  is  described  in  the  An.nals  of  Hoosick  "  as  a  lady  rich  in 
g-races  and  virtnes."'  Collaterallv  connected  uith  this  family  was  ^Vlaria 
Bogardiis.  \vhose  mother  was  Anncke  Jans,  from  \\hom  Trinity  Church 
acquired  its  now  priceless  real  estate.  Anthony  Breese,  son  of  bTemy 
Breese  and  W'yntje  A'an  \'echten  Breese,  inarried  Carayntje  ^'ates  about 
1759.  John  Yates  Cebra,  a  sfreat-uncle.  '  from  whom  the  sul.)ject  of 
this  sketch  received  his  g-iven  name,  marrieil  in  April.  iSc),  ^Vfaiy 
Harriman.  a  daughter  of  a  distinguished  Long  Island  family. 

Cebra  Ouackenbush  \\7\~  b:>rn.  at  Hoosick,  Rensselaer  conntw 
Xew  York.  September  7,  1838.  He  attended  Ball  Seminary.  Hoosick. 
and  Hudson  River  Institute.  Cbaverack.  He  immediately  thereafter 
entered  upon  the  serious  duty  of  obtaining  a  business  education  by  ac- 
cepting a  clerkship  in  tlie  store  of  A.  Thayer  &  Son,  Hoosick  Falls, 
•where  the  service  and  salary  were  in  in\-erse  ratio,  the  latter  being  $5 
a  month  and  board,  the  former  long  hours  and  miscellaneous  drudgery. 
^Tr.  Ouackenbush's  inceptive  business  experience  on  his  own  account 
was  in  Hoosick  Falls,  whence  in  1865  he  came  to  Pittsfield  and  pur- 
chased the  .Vm.erican  House,  a  then  comparatively  unknown  hostelry, 
and  within  a  few  years  had  secured  a  patronage  of  the  best  class  of 
travelers  which  tested  its  utmost  capacity  and  necessitated  its  material 
enlargement.  Tn  1876  he  practically  retired  from,  his  bu^siness  acti\'- 
ities  still,  however,  retaining  his  proprietan-  interest  in  the  American 
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House  until  1S89,  when  iie  leased  Uie  liruptily  lo  Messrs.  i'lunilj  aiid 
Ciark,  wiio  have  liad  continuous  and  conspicuous  success  in  the  cnu- 
dtict  of  tiie  hotel,  which  since  iSgS  has  been  known  as  The  Xew  Ameri- 
can. The  year  last  nanied  ckites  the  CL)mpletiv..n  of  tlie  ctunmochous  and 
elegant  new  structure  and  the  remodelling  and  refuting  iA  the  rear  of 
the  original  structure,  the  building  in  its  entiretx'  being  one  of  the  im- 
posing edihces  of  X<jrth  street.  It  was  built  upt.ni  plans  of  J.  Alc- 
Aithur  \'ance.  architect,  by  2\Jessrs.  Dodge  and  Devannay,  builders, 
and  may  justly  be  pronounced  upon  both  mechanical  and  architeclural 
grounds  a  most  substantial  imj^rovement  to  the  cnunty  seat.  .\s  a  hostelry 
it  is  only  necessary  to  sav  ib.at  it  almost  rui^noijL.lizes  the  patronage  of  that 
best  informed  class  of  ail  patrons  of  hotels,  the  cojnmercial  tr'weler. 
Many  public  dinners  have  been  given  at  the  h.)tel.  a  notalde  and  interest- 
ingly unique  one  during  ]Mr.  Quackenbush's  administratirjn  being  that 
of  Tune  30.  1870.  to  the  citizens  of  Pitislield.  who  had  reached  or 
passed  the  age  of  sevent}--  at  which  tlie  late  Ron.  Thomas  F.  Phmkett 
presided. 

Ani'.'ther  of  the  building  enterprises  of  Mr.  Ouackenb-ush  was  his 
erection  in  1871-72.  in  conjunction  with  [Messrs.  Aiunyan,  builders,  of 
the  Academy  of  }i[usic.  which  shortly  after  its  dedication  in  1872  came 
intO)  the  sole  possession  of  'Sir.  Quackenbush.  In  1880  four  stores  were 
added  by  him  to  the  building.  Through.out  a  long  term  of  }ears  the 
academy  was  the  only  building  in  Pittsfield  suitable  for  public  meet- 
ings, tbieatrical  or  musical  entertainments,  and  its  owner  has  many 
times  donated  its  use  for  benevolent  and  patri'jtic  purpr:)ses.  The  great 
storm  of  1877  destroyed  a  portion  of  one  of  the  end  walk  of  the 
building,  and  its  ovcntr  was  accorded  a  coniplimeiitaiy  benefit  by  lead- 
ing citizens  cf  Pittsfield.  who  voiced  the  appreciative  sentiment  of  the 
community  in  announcing  the  benefit  in  question  in  this  wise:    "  The 
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oblig"ations  of  the  town  of  Fittsfield  to  the  proprietorship  of  the  Acad- 
emy of  ^Slusic  are  not  diminished  by  the  fact  that  its  ownership  is  un- 
divided and  has  not  sought  aid  outside  of  itself  in  erecting  and  main- 
taining a  building  which  contributes  to  the  pleasure  of  every  liberal 
minded  citizen.  Had  the  injury  inflicted  by  the  late  gale  been  suiticient 
to  destroy  the  building,  the  town  might  have  waited  long  lor  another 
like  it."  From  1S74  to  1S78  ^Ir.  Quackenbush  experimented  in  manu- 
facturing investmen.ts  upon  the  favorable,  but  as  it  proved,  over-s^-inguine 
representations  of  friend?  interested  in  the  Eagle  blowing  &  Reaping 
^Machine  Company  of  Albany,  Xe\v  York.  During  this  period  lie  served 
as  a  director  of  the  company,  and  for  a  part  of  the  time  as  its  treas- 
urer, an  experience  wliich  cost  him  $100,000,  but  left  him  with  an  un- 
blemished reputation  for  business  integrity.  iMr.  Quackenbush  retains 
the  eld  homestead  in  the  place  of  his  nativity  and  there  passes  his  sum- 
mers, while  the  winter  seasons  have  been  spent  mainly  in  New  York 
city  and  abroad.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revo- 
lution and  Holland  Society  of  Xew  A^ork :  of  the  Young  Men's  Asso- 
ciation of  Albany,  and  since  1863  of  Rensselaer  Lodge  No.  400,  F.  and 
A.         of  Hocsick  Falls.  New  ^'ork. 

^Irs.  Quackenbush  died  September  22,  1891,  leaving  three  daugh- 
ters. Ada  Cebra  McLean,  ^,l3.^y  Annette  ^McCaTulliss  and  Florence  Dew- 
ey Graves. 

On  December  7.  1892.  ]Major  Quackenbush  married  ]\Iiima  AVilk- 
inson  ^Millard,  an  accomplished  lady  of  New  York  city. 

CLAPP  FA^JILY. 
The  familv  from,  which  is  flc^cendcd  Mrs.  ?\Iary  Campbell  Bagg,  of 
Pittsfield.  ^LlSsachu setts,  was  planted  in  America  by  Captain  Roger 
Clapp.  who  was  born  in  Salccmbe  Regis.  Devonshire,  England,  April  6. 
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1609,  died  in  Boston,  Mas;ac!u',sclli.  February  2.  1691;  married,  No- 
vember 6,  1633.  Joliaiip.a  Ford,  born  June  8.  161 7,  died  in  Boston, 
■Massachusetts,  June  29,  1695,  daugliter  nf  Thomas  Ford,  of  Dorchester, 
England,  and  of  Windsor,  Connecticut. 

He  came  over  in  the  ship  ]\Iary  and  John,"  with  the  first  settlers 
of  Dorchester,  who.  arrived  there  abcuU  June  17.  1630.  Fie  was  select- 
man in  Boston  in  1037.  and  fourteen  times  tliereafter.  In  1665  he  took 
command  of  a  stone  castle  on  a  small  island  about  tliree  miles  from 
Boston,  of  wliich  castle  he  v^as  captain  for  twenty-one  years.  Previous 
to  that  time  it  is  tliought  that  he  lived  near  the  causeway  leading  to 
Little  XecK-.  now  S'-'urh  Boston.  The  ^lemoirs  of  Captain  Roger 
Clapp  "  were  printed  in  1731.  extracts  from  which,  wth  a  verbatim  copv 
of  his  will,  are  given  in  the  Clapp  gcnealog}-.  He  was  a  founder  of  the 
church  in  Dorchester.    He  had  fnurteen  children.    The  sixth  was 

Preserved  Claop  (2).  Ix^rn  in  Dorchester,  ]\Iassachusetts,  Xov'em- 
ber  23.  1643:  dief!  in  Northampton.  Massachusetts,  September  20.  1720; 
married.  June  4,  1668.  .Sarah  Newburv.  died  October  3.  1716,  daughter 
of  Benjamin  Newbury.  C'f  Windsor.  Connecticut.  Fie  settled  in  North- 
ampton at  about  the  age  r.f  twenty,  when  it  was  a  week's  ioumey  from 
Boston,  over  a  path  through  the  forest  -where  the  trees  were  marked. 
He  was  a  leading  man  in  the  town,  a  captain,  representative  to  the  gen- 
eral court,  and  a  ruling  elder  in  the  church.  He  had  eight  children.  The 
fifth  was 

Lieutenant  Samuel  Clapp  (3),  born  in  Northampton.  iMassachusetts. 
in  1677;  '^^''^^  ji"-  ij'^i:  married,  in  1697,  Sarah  Bartlett,  who  died  Au- 
gust 7,  1703.  He  married.  T second)  September  15,  1704,  Tliaiikful 
King,  who  died  September  18.  1705.  He  married  f third)  March  17, 
1708.  Mary  Sheldon.  Xk'TV.  in  Northampton.  ?v[assachusetts.  in  1687, 
daughter  of  John  and  Flannah  Sheldon.    Mary  Sheldon  \vas  taken  cap- 
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live  at  DeerfeKl.  Massachusetts,  in  T701,  by  the  Inrhans,  \v1k>  took  her 
to  Can:;da.  Siie  was  enga-ed  to  Tonathiiii  Strono-.  who  supposed  she 
was  dead  and  married  some  one  else,  so  that  when  she  returned  she 
married  Mr.  Clapp.  hut  on  liis  de.arli,  Mr.  .Strojig,  licing-  a  widower,  she 
married  h.im  when  sh.e  >vas  het\veen  seventy  and  eip,'ht\  vears  old.  Mr. 
(."Ir.pp  ua.-  h'entenant  of  a  n^ilitary  company  in  Xorthamptun.  He  had 
seven  childrett.    His  seventh  cliild.  the  first  by  his  third  wile.  \vas 

Ebene.^er  Clapp  (4).  U'/rn  in  Xorthan-ipton.  ^[assachusetts.  October 
13,  1J26:  died  September  22.  1797:  married  in  Deerheld.  Massachusetts, 
January  10.  1750.  Catherine  Catlin.  Ixjrn.  Tanuar\-  8,  172S-9.  died  Ajiril 
21,  1798.  danghte-  of  Captain  Jclm  a/id  Mary  flMnnn)  Catlin.  He 
lived  in  .Xortliampt-jn.  and  =erved  in  the  l-'rench  anrl  Indian  war  in  1746 
and  1747.    Tic  had  ten  clviMlren.    Th.e  first  was 

Ebcnezcr  Clapp  (5).  born- in  Xcrthan.rpton.  ^^Jassachusetts.  in  1757: 
died  in  Piitsfield.  Ixlassacr.u.setts.  Jtme  16.  1833:  married,  Ma>-  5.  1778. 
Ann  Tilesron.  of  D-^rchesrer.  He  li\-ed  in  X'orthampton,  and  served 
his  time  at  the  tanning'  business  with  Colonel  Ebenezer  Clapp,  of  Dor- 
chester.   He  b,ad  six  children.    The  third  was 

Jason  Clapp  (6),  born  in  Xorthampton,  ^lassachusetts.  X^ovem- 
ber  5.  17S2:  died  in  Pitt-field.  Mas-acluisetts.  October  29.  1S68;  mar- 
rie'l  Patience  .Stockbridge.  '.\  h.o  died  July  18,  1839.  He  married  (sec- 
ond) widow  Cecelia  fEldre'lee  i  Luce.  He  and  his  wife  Patience  were 
adm.itted  to  the  church  in  1827.  Mr^;.  Luce  was  admitted  in  1830.  He 
came  to  Pittsfield.  aiHl.  havinc;"  been  an  apprentice  in  the  carriag-e  busi- 
ness from,  the  age  r.f  seventeen.  Ijecame  the  forentan  of  L.  Ponieroy's 
manufactf.^rv  and  remained  with,  him  fnr  six  years.  Li  18 10  he  began 
busines.s  for  himself,  and  in  1S40  associated  his  son  Edwin  witli  him 
under  the  firm  name  of  Jason  Clapp  &  Son.  He  employed  frr>m  forty 
to  fiftv  men.  and  in  1856  be  had  had  about  three  hundred  apprentices 
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since  beginnii:-g-  busines?.  He  turntvl  out  the  best  kind  w><vk.  cnc  of 
!ns  carriages  being  given  v...  Prc^i.lent  Pierce  by  some  U<  >l(ju  friends. 
He  had  medals  awarded  for  b.is  h!ie  carriages.  He  ownetl  and  or.crated 
the  stage  rente  between  Albany  and  Bcslop..  in  die  conduct  of  this  busi- 
ness having  an  associate  in  biis  son  Iidwin.  He  was  twice  elected  repre- 
sentative to  ibe  general  court.  He  had  three  clnldren.  The  second 
was 

Edwin  Ciajjp  (7).  born  in  Pittstield,  Massachusetts,  May  i,  1809; 
died  July  2j,  iSS-i;  matried,  June  _'6.  1834,  lunily  Peck,  w  lu)  was  born 
in  1813.  died,  April  13.  1840.  daughter  of  Captain  Jal:ez  and  Alice 
(Millard)  Peck-.  He  m.arried  i  scco'adj,  December  3c,"  1851.  Mary  Mar- 
tin, wlio  was  born  Ju!}'  ^jo,  1818,  died  Xo\-enjber  4,  19CI,  daugliter  of' 
Honorable  Calvin  an.d  Mary  (Campbell)  ^lartin. 

}.lr.  Clapp  was  taken  into  partnership  with  his  father  in  the  carriage 
business  in  1840,  and  v/as  a  successful  business  man  and  prominent  in 
public  aJtairs.  He  t'">ok  an  interest  in  the  fire  department  and  was  at 
one  time  foreman  of  the  Ho-usatonic  Engine  Compan)'.  He  was  a  di- 
rector of  tb.e  Agricnitural  National  Bank,  tlie  Berkshire  County  Sax  ings 
Bank,  tiie  Pittsheld  Coal  Gas  Company,  and  a  trustee  <jf  t!ie  Berkshire 
Athenaeum.  He  had  three  children  b}-  his  first  wife  and  tl'cy  died  in 
infancy.  Of  h.is  two  childreri  by  his  second  wife,  the  one  surviving  is 
Mary  Campljell  Clapp,  wife  of  Alien  H.  Bagg  (see  sketch  ). 


AUGUSTUS  KEEFER  BOOM. 

A  leading  physician  of  Adams,  Berkshire  county.  Massachusetts, 
is  Dr.  A.  K.  Boom,  a  native  of  Albany,  Xew  ^'ork.  born  }*Lay  13,  1866, 
.son  of  Janies  and  Lucy  (  Selby )  Boom.  Paternally  he  is  descended 
from  Matthaus  Boom,  who  with  a  brother  J.diaimas.  were  am-  ng  the 
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early  Dutcli  settlers  of  I-<->rt  OrniiLje  (now  Alb.any),  New  York,,  ]\Iatthau5 
Boon;  ir.arrieu  Maria  Hilteu,  April  25,  1752.  They  had  one  child. 
]Marin  'HiUen)  Boom  died  and.  ]\[auliaus  Boom  then  married  Josina 
Seger.  by  \vliom  he  had  eight  children.  Of  these  Nicholas  Boom,  bom 
November  23.  1763,  entered  tlie  Colonial  arm_\-  when  fourteen  years  of 
age,  sen  ing  in  Captain  Nicholas  Van  Rensselaer's  company,  belonging  to 
the  First  Regiment.  NeAv  York  Line.  Colonel  \'an  Schaick,  commandant. 
Nicholas  Boom  while  on  a  scouting  expedition  out  of  Fort  Stanwix  in 
1778  met  v/ith  an  accident  that  crippled  him  for  life,  ultimately  losing 
his  leg.  He  married  Elizabeth  \\"and>.  by  Vvdiom  lie  bad  tw(:>  children, 
^largaret  and  John.  Nicholas  died  in  1S16.  Flis  son  John  married 
Mary  Patterson  an.d  their  children  were:  James  and  Elizabeth.  James 
married  Lucy  Selby  and  their  son  is  the  immediate  subject  of  these 
memoirs. 

Augustus  Keefer  Booni  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the 
public  and  high  schools  of  Albany,  New  York,  and  there  took  up  the 
study  of  m.edicire  under  the  preceptorsbip  of  Dr.  John  Swinburne,  one 
of  tlie  niost  distinguished  physicians  and  surgeons  of  the  Empire  state. 
Fie  wa«  graduated  from  the  medical  dq>artment  of  Wooster  Lmiver- 
sity.  Cleveland.  Oh.io  ( now  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons)  and 
immediately  thereafter  entered  upon  tbc  practice  of  his  professi(.in  at 
Adam.s.  Berkshire  county.  ^lassachusetts.  where  he  has  e\  er  since  been 
located.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Northern  Berkshire  Society,  and  a 
Fellow  of  l>.ra?-achusetts  ^ledical  Societv.  Fraternally  his  association 
is  with  F  O.  O.  F.  and  B.  P.  O.  E.  His  public  service  has  been  as 
tov.-n  physician  and  member  of  the  board  of  health,  in  both  of  whicb 
capacities  be  r-?f  ciated  for  a  number  of  years.  He  also  rendered  effective 
service  as  assistant  engir.eer  of  Adams  hre  department,  an  elective  of- 
fice.   His  pT;litical  a.ffiliatidn  is  RejAiblican.    Dr.  Boom  is  one  of  the 
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biard  of  United  States  pension  examiners,  bis  associates  bcinc;-  Drs. 
O.  S.  Rol^erts  of  Pittsheld.  and  Dorville       A\'ilcnx  of  Lec. 

He  was  married  January  26.  1S87,  to  :Maria.  daugliter  of  Antliuny 
and  Harriet  de  Rouville  of  Albany.  Of  tbe  cbildren  lioru  to  Dv.  and 
^Trs.  Bor-m,  the  first  born.  Lulu  ^h\\.  died  when  eleven  years  of  agx-. 
The  survivin.g  children  are  Florence  and  Hazel. 

JA:\fl-.S  AIADISOX  BARKER. 

Tlie  death  of  Ju<Jg-e  jan;es  Madison  Barker,  which  occurred  at  the 
Union  Ciul;  in  E';ston.  ]\[assacliusetts.  October  2.  1905,  removed  from 
Berkshire  co-.mty.  Massachusetts,  one  of  its  representative  citizens,  a  man 
widely  kn.-;\vn  for  his  higli  character,  great  abilit\-  and  rare  personal 
charnt,  a  i>i  high  ideals,  a  wise  and  sound  ad\'iser  in  business  af- 

fairs, both  of  tiie  individual,  corporation  and  tbe  community,  identified 
wida  healthy  and  honorable  institutions,  and  v/ho  served  his  native  state 
in  a  judicial  capacity  for  about  a  quarter  of  a  centinw,  first  on  the  supe- 
rirr  bench,  and  la*cr  as  a  judge  of  the  b.ighest  court  in  the  common- 
■vealth. 

He  was  born  hi  Pitt-field,  ^vla-sachusetts,  October  23,  1839,  a  son 
■'•f  Jolm  V.  and  Sarah  f  A],>thorp)  Barker,  and  grandson  on  the  maternal 
sid.e  of  James  Apthorp.  of  Hinsdale.  ]vlassachusetts,  whose  house  was 
situated  on  the  road  running  north,  past  the  cem^etery.  He  pursued  his 
preparatory  studies  at  various  scliO'ds  anrl  academies  and  entered  Will- 
iams College,  where  he  took  high  rank,  and  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated with  the  class  ^.f  iS6c.  He  studied  law  in  Xew  York  city  and  at 
the  Har\-ard  Law  School,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  January  13.  1863. 
Shortly  afterward  he  ooened  an  office  in  Pittsfield  and  continued  in 
practice,  being  associated  at  different  times  with  Charles  X.  F.mersiMi 
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and  Ihciur?  P.  Pingvee.  aj.cl  a!>o  for  ,i  time  was  in  tlic  office  of  Rock- 
well ^-  Colt.  Jn  December,  1873,  he  was  clvosen  a  direct.:'!-  of  tlie  Berk- 
shire Life  liisurance  Coiupany  of  I'illsheid,  and  in  1876  became  vice- 
president,  succeeding-  tb.e  late  Edward  Boltwood,  who  became  presiden.t 
as  the  successor  of  the  late  Tb.omas  F.  Piunkett.  He  was  chief  leg^al 
adviser  of  the  con-ipany,  an.d  Ins  counsel  was  of  great  value  to  all  of  his 
associates  in  t!ie  ciniduct  of  the  business. 

Pic  A\-as  a  member  of  tlie  state  house  of  representatn  es  in  i'S>y2-'yT, 
and  served  on  the  ccnimiltee  on  railroads,  which  included  in  its  member- 
ship fwo  men  wb.o  aiier-wa.rd  ser\-ed  v,  it'h  him  in  the  superior  court. 
Judg-es  C!iarle<  P.  Thcmpsop.  and  John  A\".  flamn-iond,  the  latter  being 
with  him  also  on  the  supreme  bench.  It  A\-as  during  that  year  that  the 
great  Boston  frre  occurred,  and  Go\  ernor  AA'adiburn  cot-ivcncd  the  legis- 
lature in  special  session.  That  sitting  of  the  great  and  general  court 
will  he  esjiccinlly  ren:embered  because  of  tb.e  resolution  censin-in_g  Charles 
Sum.ner.  v.-!n"ch  v.as  adopted  in  the  house  hy  a  vote  of  one  bundled  and 
three  years  to  si.\ty-six  na_\s.  an  act  of  v/lnVh  ^Pi-sacbusetts  \vas  after- 
ward heart!!}-  ashamed.  It  was  io  the  credit  of  Mr.  Barker  that  he  was 
recorded  in  the  negative  on  that  vote.  The  following  }-ear  the  harsh 
and  unseemly  action  was  rescinded  by  both  branches  of  the  legislature, 
happily  befoie  Senator  .^unircr  died.  The  next  }ear  ]\[r.  Barker  was 
re-elected,  and  ser\-ed  cn  the  same  committee,  one  of  w-hose  n-iembers 
was  the  late  A.  L.  Soule,  of  Springtield.  In  1873-75  ]\lr.  Barker  v,-as  a 
commissioner  to  incjuire  into  the  e.\pefliency  of  tax  anrl  exemption  law 
revision,  and  in  T8Sr-82  was  a  member  of  the  commission  on  consolida- 
tion of  the  public  statutes.  In  1882  he  was  appointed  to  the  superior 
court  bench  by  Governor  T'''ng.  to  whom  fell  the  duty  of  making  an 
unusual  numb-er  of  judges,  and  in  i8qt.  was  promoted  to  the  bench  of 
the  supreme  iudiicial  court  by  Governor  Russell.    ^Ir.  Barker  possessed 
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a  fiiiel} -l;aicinoc>;l  niind,  and  :n  his  long-  career  as  jn.dge  liis  opinions  were 
valued  by  a!!  tho=e  who  love  jusrice  and  right.  The  distinction  he  sought 
was  to  faiiniully  dischai-ge  the  exactin.g  duties  incident  to  his  positiijn, 
and  lie  never  was  satislied  unless  he  reached  the  heart  of  a  case  and 
-levccd  it  troni  e\-erv  standpoint.  He  was  a  prominent  delegate  to  the 
Republican  national  convention,  which  v/as  held  in  Chicago  m  June, 
iSt!o.  That  was  the  year  wh.en  the  niovenient  for  a  third  term  for  Gen- 
eral Grant  leiilcd,  and  a  disposilion  to  turn  to  i>.lr.  I-]!aine  as  tiie  aherna- 
tive  was  headed  ott  by  the  nominatinn  of  Garheld  and  Artliur.  In  the 
issue  Ijetween  those  vTio  called  for  a  higher  standard  in  the  civil  service 
and  those  who  demanded  a  continuance  of  the  spoils  system,  'Mv.  Barker 
allied  himself  with  the  reform  wing,  and  labored  earnestly  with  his  asso- 
ciates on  the  ^Massachusetts  delegation  to  secure  in  the  party  platform 
an  honest  expression  in  favor  of  reforming  the  ci\  il  service.  On  the 
occasion  of  the  inaugTiration  of  Pittsficld's  first  cit_\-  government  Judge 
Barker  delivered  an  address  remarkable  for  its  review  of  the  past  and 
its  prop/hecy  for  the  future.  He  also  delivered  the  address  at  the  kn  ing 
of  the  cornerstone  of  the  Thom])50n  ^Memorial  chapel  at  W'illiamstown. 
At  the  time  of  the  celebration  of  the  centennial  of  the  Congregational 
church  at  Hinsdale  in  1895.  Judge  Barker  was  one  of  the  speakers. 

Interested  in  all  things  relating  to  the  history  of  the  county.  Judge 
Barker  was  a  member  of  tb.e  [Massachusetts  Historical  Society  and  the 
Berkshire  Historical  and  Scientific  Society.  He  was  president  of  the 
Berk.shire  Athenaeum  and  Museum,  a  director  of  the  Pittsfield  National 
Bank,  a  member  of  the  First  church  parish,  though  not  of  tlie  church 
society,  the  ^^londay  Evening  Club,  the  Park  Club  and  the  Country  Club 
of  Pittsfield.  He  was  also  deepl}-  interested  in  educational  matters  and 
served  as  a  tuistee  of  Williams  College,  his  alma  mater,  and  of  the 
Clark  Institution  for  Deaf  r^vlutes.    He  was  literary  in  his  tastes  and 
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his  papers,  cox  cring  a  w  i^le  raiige  of  subjects,  were  invariably  charac- 
terized by  a  breadth  of  vision,  depth  of  thoug-ht  and  kicidit}-  of  expres- 
si.jn  tliat  were  n:ost  cliorraiiig.  One  of  the  most  recent  of  his  essays 
that  foniid  its  way  tu  the  public  liad  to  do  with  the  ^.luseuni  of  Natural 
History  ai!d  -\rt  which  Zenas  Crane,  of  D:iltnn.  ])resented  to  Pittstield. 
\Mien  the  addition  to  the  institution  was  completed.  Judge  Barker  wrote 
aii  appreciation  of  it.  wliich  was  remarkable  for  its  elegant  diction  and 
expressiveness.  He  dwelt  upon  the  new  opportunty  for  rational  enjoy- 
ment in  this  community  and  vi  the  widened  held  for  study  and  reilec- 
tion  it  offered.  Pic  was  a  good  listener  as  well  as  a  forcible  and  able 
speaker,  and  h'S  judgment  on  a  variety  of  matters  commanded  instant 
respect.  Ffe  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  out-door  life  and  activity,  was 
an  habitual  visitor  to  the  golf  cou.rse  and  a  player  of  ability,  and  also 
got  much  enjoyment  from  hunting,  being  a  good  shot.  .V  favorite  resort 
of  'his  in  the  Eerkshires  wa^  Windsor  hill,  where  a  shooting  hox  is  main- 
tained and  wliere  he  went  frequeircly. 

Judge  Barker  married  in  Bath,  Xew  York,  September  21.  1864, 
Helena  \Miiting.  daughter  of  Levi  Carter  and  Pamelia  Nelson  (Woods) 
\\'hiLing.  yWs,.  Barker  died  se\'eral  years  ago.  The  sur\iving  relatives 
are:  Olive  and  Elizabeth  Barker,  who  IWe  at  the  home,  76  Bartlett 
avenue;  Alice  Barker,  a  student  in  Sniith  College;  ^Mrs.  Plarry  Doy.  of 
New  Ha\-en,  Connecticut,  daugh.ters :  a  son  John.  wh(_>  is  a  practicing 
attorney  in  Boston;  two  brothers.  John  V.  Barker,  Jr.,  of  Barkersville, 
and  Charles  Barker,  and  a  sister,  Miss  Sarah  Barker,  of  Barkersville. 
The  funeral  ser\-ices  of  Judge  Barker  were  held  at  the  First  Church  of 
Christ  in  Pittsfield.  October  5.  1905.  and  were  attended  by  the  justices 
of  the  supreme  and  superior  courts.  The  various  courts  adjourned  as 
a  mark  of  respect  to  his  memory,  and  the  fiap-  on  the  court  house  was 
placed  at  half-staff  as  soon  as  his  death  was  announced.    On  the  bench 
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TuJg-e  Barker  was  the  keen,  far-^ceing.  abie  and  uni;rejndieeJ  .-crxant, 
viewing  iron;  the  broad  rhmc  ct  intelligenL  inlerpretatiun  of  the  law, 
al!  cases  thai  came  bei'-re  bin-.  .\t  borne  be  was  the  intere^red  earnest 
and  useful  eitizen.  and  his  life  ean:e  as  near  the  ideal  as  it  is  jiussible  to 
attain.  He  strL^-c  ab.vays  t.j  i\c  exact  and  ecjual  justice  to  all  nl.^l,  and 
that  he  succeeded  wiil  be  tl;e  verdict  of  those  who  knew  his  worth. 

CL'^nilXGS  C.  CHESNEY. 

Few  Xew  England  ccuuties  of  approxiniate  population  can  present 
as  great  an  array  of  strong  men  who  ha\  e  been  factors  in  their  de\-ekip- 
ment  as  can  the  county  of  Berkshire,  Massachusetts.  To  the  extended 
list  of  tliose  native  to  t.he  territory  in  question  who  may  be  appropriately 
grouped  in  thi>  connection  must  be  added  also  a  number  alien  to  the  soil, 
in  variou.^  fields  of  thought  and  laljor,  wliom  force  of  circT-imstances  have 
located  within  its  borders.  Of  the  latter  class  the  gentleman  whose  name 
forms  tlic  caption  for  these  niemoirs  is  a  conspicuous  example. 

Cummings  C.  Chesney.  firsr  vice-president  of  Stanley  Electric  Manu- 
facturing Company,  was  born  in  Selins  Grove,  Snyder  countv.  Pennsvl- 
vania,  Octol/er  28,  iS'';3,  son  o£  Jolm  C.  and  Tap_e  (McFall)  Chesney, 
both  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  His  attendance  upon  the  public  and  high 
school  of  Xorthumberland  v/as  supplemented  by  the  course  of  Blcjoms- 
bnrg  State  Xormal  school,  and  rhis  was  followed  by  his  entrance  into 
Pennsylvania  State  Cr liege,  from  whicli  instittition  he  was  graduated  with 
the  class  of  "85.  The  honors  which  marked  his  college  coui'se  were  the 
sophomore  prize  for  mathematics,  junior  prize  for  chemistry,  and  junior 
prize  for  oratory.  His  schola-tic  achievements  were  nr;t  his  only  dis- 
tinction .  during  these  student  days,  as  he  was  keenly  interested  in 
athletics  generally  and  baseball  particularl}',  and  won  renown  on  the 
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brili  jielJ  as  one  of  llie  bcsr  calcher-  and  couciics  in  tlie  couniry.  Dur- 
ing the  year  following-  his  graduation  he  \yas  assistant  to  the  professor 
of  chenhstry  of  liii  oSlnux  mater,  and  driring-  this  period  also  captained 
the  college  ball  team  with  such  splendid  success  as  to  challenge  the 
attention  (_>f  lowers  of  the  national  gan.ie  throughout  tlie  country.  It 
^va^  perhaps  not  an  urimixed  evil  tliat  he  was  seriously  injured  on  the 
ball  field  at  the  close  of  the  season  of  "86,  if  tliereby  he  was  deterred 
from  entering  the  ranks  of  professional  league  ball  players  as  a  number 
of  his  associates  were  indiiced  to  do.  However  Ijrilliant  his  career 
might  and  doubtless  would  have  been  in  this  field  of  athletics,  it  could 
in  no  measure  have  compensated  for  any  slightest  de-\  iatit  .n  from  that 
path  which,  he  seems  to  have  been  destined  to  follow,  and  which  has 
placed  his  nam.e  with  those  of  Franklin.  Tesla,  Edison,  the  Fields, 
Morse.  iMarconi.  Stanley,  Kelly,  Thomp.son,  and  others  who  tlirough 
wonderful  invention  and  discovery  have  applied  that  mighty  force,  elec- 
tricity, to  the  world's  use. 

When  partially  recovered  from  the  effects  of  the  accident  mentioned, 
!Mr.  Chesr;ey  accepted  the  position  of  professor  of  mathematics  and 
natural  science  at  Doylestown  rPenns}-lvania)  Seminaiw.  This  con- 
nection continued  until  Xovember,  1888,  v.dien  he  resigned  to  accept  a 
position  as  experimental  chemist  in  the  laboratory  of  William  Stanley, 
at  Great  Barrington.  v^'hich  was  operated  in  the  interests  of  the  West- 
inghouse  Electric  Com.par:y.  In  the  summer  of  1889  this  laboratory  was 
transferred  to  the  shops  of  the  United  States  Electric  Lighting  Com- 
pany. Xewark.  Xevr  Jersey,  then  a  recent  addition  to  the  Westinghouse 
plants.  Here  !Mr.  Chesney  continued  to  be  employed  until  November, 
1890.  in  exnerimenting  along  electro-chemical  lines  and  in  designing 
electric  rlynamos  and  motors.  He  then  in  company  with  Mr.  William 
Stanley.  Jr..  returned  to  Berkshire  county  for  the  purpose  of  estab- 
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lishing-  an  electric  niaaufacturing  company.  x\  stock  company  was 
formed  at  Pittsfield  Aviili  a  capital  of  $25,000  to  which  Messrs.  \V.  A. 
Wliitilesey.  Vv'.  R.  Plunkelt.  W.  W".  GamweU,  Charles  E.  Hilibard,  and 
others  were  subscribers,  and  the  Stanley  Electric  Manufacturing-  Com- 
pany v.-as  then  modestly  installed  among  the  manufacturing-  plants  of 
the  Berkshire  Hills.  In  189T  the  Stanley  Laboratory  Compan\-  was 
formed  in  which  ^Messrs.  \\'i!liam  Stanley.  Jr.,  C.  C.  Chesncy  and  John 
F.  Kelly  were  associated  in  electrical  engineering-  experimental  work, 
with  tb.e  especial  end  in  view-  of  designing'-  and  inventing  new  ap- 
paratus for  the  Stanley  Company.  From  this  plant  cn:ianated  much  of 
the  best  inceptive  v.-ork  in  alternating-'  generators  and  the  first  suc- 
cessful experiments  in  long  distance  transmission.  As  a  result  of  this 
collaborative  experimenting  and.  in\-ention  in  its  behalf  the  Stanley  Com- 
pany under  Mr.  Chesney's  chief  electrical  engineership  developed  with 
am.azirg  rapidity,  becoming  so  important  a  factor  in  the  n-ianufacturing 
world  as  to  challenge  the  attention  of  the  great  ^general  electric  com- 
pany, with  v.-hich  a  com.bination  was  effected  in  1903,  when  the  capital 
stock  01  the  Stanley  Company  was  $4,000,000.  Mr.  Chesney  was  elected 
to  the  cfFxe  of  which  he  is  the  incumbent  in  1904.  The  following  quo- 
tation from  Vol.  XXX\'in.  Xo.  22.  of  the  "  Electrical  World  and 
Engineer  "  serves  to  indicate  ^.Ir.  Chesney's  standing  among  electrical 
engineers  as  well  as  to  furnish  interesting  detail  relative  to  his  con- 
nection with  the  Stanley  Company  and  his  individual  achievements 
in  the  field  of  applied  electricity : 

"  After  the  incorporation  of  the  Stanley  [Manufacturing  Company, 
it  soon  became  apparent  to  those  associated  ^vit!l  Mr.  Chesney  that  his 
broad  general  knowledge  and  clear  conser\-ative  judgment  indicated  him 
as  the  man  to  guide  the  electric  departments  of  the  manufacturing  es- 
tablish ment.  and  tlie  future  demonstrated  that  this  estimation  was  not  at 
fault.   With  his  associates  and  staff  of  assistants,  ^[r.  Chesney  early  per- 
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fecled  the  induction  type  of  alternator  to  a  point  far  beyond  anything 
before  reached  in  this  conntr\-  and  not  surpassed  in  the  world.  To  him 
is  due  the  credit  of  ha^dng  laid  out  the  first  polyphase  transmission 
plant  to  Le  put  inio  successful  ^-peration  in  America.  The  plant  is 
at  the  present  day  supplying-  iiglit  and  power  for  use  in  the  towns  of 
Kousatonic  and  Great  Ijarrington,  jMassachusetts.  When  2\[r.  Ches- 
ncy  and.  those  around  him  contended  that  alternating-current  generators 
could  "be  run  in  parallel  under  conditions  prevailing  in  practical  opera- 
tion they  were  opjiosed  b}'  all  An^erican  engineers  of  standing,  yet  the 
fight  proved  a  v.dnning  one.  When  others  were  preparing  to  prove  that 
the  winding  of  lo.coo  to  12,000  volt  generators  was  an  impracticabdity 
Mr.  Chesney  designed  alternating-current  generators  for  such  voltages 
with  great  sn.ccess.  It  might  be  added  that  for  even  lower  voltages 
]Mr.  Chesney  was  the  pioneer  as  the  first  6.000-volt  generators  built  and 
successfu.lly  operated  in  Anierica  are  of  his  design,  and  are  still  furnish- 
ing alternating-current  power  to  Oucbec. 

"  \\"hen  it'  became  apparent  that  transformers  of  large  capacities 
would  be  a  valuable  addition  tc-  the  electrical  plants  of  the  time,  not- 
widiStanding  predictions  to  the  contrary  by  those  presumably  in  a 
iX/silion  to  know,  he  with  his  associates  again  realized  their  con\-ictions 
in  a  most  satisfactory  nianner,  and  to  him  is  due  the  design  of  the  hrst 
commercial  loo-light  transformer  ever  used  in  this  country,  which  was 
made  by  the  Stanley  fJectric  }.Ianufacturing  Company  in  1891. 

"  A  long  list  might  be  given  of  electrical  developments  in  winch  Afr. 
Chesney  has  been  a  pioneer.  Among  other  A\-ork  switch-board  instru- 
ments, high-tension  arc -breaking  devices,  frequency  indicators,  indicat- 
ing wattmeters,  lightning  protection  for  high-  and  low-tension  circuits, 
and  many  other  appliances  have  all  had  a  share  '^f  attention  and  always 
with  satisfactory  results.  One  of  the  most  striking  and  [)ractical  ex- 
hibits at  the  Pan-American  Exposition  was  the  '  S -K-C  '  phase  and 
frequency-changer,  which  transfornrcd  the  three-phase,  25-c}-cle  Niagara 
current  to  two-phase.  50-cycle  currents  for  ligliting  and  jx^wer  pur- 
poses in  the  Electricity  Building.  This  is  one  of  Mr.  Chesney 's  more 
recent  inventions. 

Mr.  Chesney  is  seldom  idle,  and  an  idea  ot  x  alue  has  little  chance 
of  escaping  him.  as  is  shov.  n  in  some  degree  by  the  numerous  patents 
is'UPd  to  him,  and  by  the  many  unique  and  valuable  details  to  be  found 
in  the  '  S-K-C  '  apparatus.  His  friends  like  to  think  of  him  not  only 
as  the  man  of  resource  and  energy,  always  ready  to  seize  the  best  that 
can  be  found  and  incorporate  it  into  his  work,  but  they  also  remember 
his  er.thusiasmi  for  athletic  sports  and  tlie  time  v/hen  he  vvas  one  of  die 
most  clear-m.inded  college  baseball  catchers  and. coaches  in  the  country. 
His  control  over  his  fellow-students  was  remarkable  at  all  times  and 
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lie  had  an  iiituilive  kiiowleJgc  of  their  sliMaig-  points.  W'lien  it  was  a 
question  of  organizing  a  champion  baseball  team,  he  saw  quickly  how 
to  use  tlie  available  material  at  hand.  This  characteristic  of  prompt 
tliought  and  the  ability-  to  make  the  most  of  men  and  things  about 
hini  has  remained  with  him  through  all  of  his  engineering  and  research 
work,  and  has  been  one  of  the  potent  factors  in  placing  that  work  in  the 
rank  of  highest  order.  He  has,  in  short,  always  been  a  man  of  action 
rather  than  of  words,  but  v^-licn  the  latter  prove  necessary  tlie\'  are  for- 
cible and  cogent." 

]\Ir.  Chesney  is  president  of  \'ermont  Power  and  ]\Iaufacturing 
Company,  of  St.  Albans.  A'ermont;  and  a  member  of  the  American 
Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers  and  the  Scicicty  of  Arts  and  Man- 
ufacturers of  Englan.d.  He  was  married  October  28,  189 1.  to  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  the  late  T.  E.  Cutler,  for  a  number  of  years  a  prom- 
inent contractor  of  East  Orange.  Xew  Jersey,  whose  wife  was  of  the 
historic  Xew  Jersey  Ford  and  Kitchell  fanndies.  Mr.  and  i\Irs.  Ches- 
ney have  four  children :  rvLalcolni  L..  Elizabedi.  Margaret  and  Kath- 
erine.  They  reside  on  Dav/es  a"\-enue,  Pittsfield,  and  attend  the  First 
Congregational  church. 

ALLEX  HEXRY  BAGG. 

Allen  Henry  Bag-g.  ma}''.'r  of  Pitt-field,  1905  and  1906,  is  a  native  of 
Berkshire  county,  ^.Massachusetts,  born  April  4,  1867.  son  of  Edwin  and 
Catharine  ('Hull)  Bagg.  He  received  a  public  schco!  education,  and 
found  his  first  employment  when  sixteen  years  of  age  with  the  Peirson 
Hardware  Company,  Pittsfield.  remaining  therewith  twenty  years,  being 
engaged  in  a  manageriai  capacity  at  the  time  of  his  resignation.  During 
the  period  of  the  above  business  ^Ir.  Bagg  made  \  erv'  successful  invest- 
ments in  lo'Cal  realty,  much  of  which  was  impr^jved  by  h.im. 

His  connection  with  Republican  party  [xditics  has  been  close  and 
active.    Two  years'  efficient  service  in  the  Pittsfield  city  council  was 
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followed  in  1903  by  liis  inaugurarioii  01"  a  niox  enient  for  the  nomination 
of  business  men  of  unqr.estioi-ed  clKtr;u-ter  and  standing  for  tlie  various 
city  otfices.  A  comrriitsce  M'as  a]);:'jinted  to  wait  upon  the  gentlemen 
whose  candii.lacics  were  sought,  a:td  a  large  majority  of  these  consented 
and  were  subsequently  nominated  and  elected.  ".Mr.  Bagg  was  elected 
to  the  board  of  aldermen  of  Pittsfield,  and  served  as  president  of  that 
body  in  190.1.  He  was  elected  to  th.e  ma^-oralty  for  1905,  and  re-elected 
for  the  cnsu.!":g  year. 

He  has  taken  an  interest  in  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
work,  assisting  in  the  establishment  of  the  Pitcsheld  branch,  and  serving 
for  thirteen  yeai's  as  director  and  recording  secretary.  He  is  of  the 
directorate  of  Pitts.held  Cemetery  Company,  anrl  had  charge  of  the  build- 
ing of  the  chap-el  given  by  the  late  }ilr5.  Edwin  Clapp.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  Tndepcnrlent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  :  Berk- 
shire Chapter.  Sons  of  the"  .American  Revolution,  and  the  First  Congre- 
gational church,  Pittsfield. 

He  manied.  February  24.  1903.  Mary  Campbell  Clapp,  daughter  of 
the  late  Edwin  Clapp. 

THE  RUSSELL  FA^HLY. 
The  Russells  of  Pittsfield  are  lineally  descended  from  William  Rus- 
sell, who  came  from  England  between  i6^C  and  1645.  brought  with 
him  his  v/ife  ^^vlarth.a.  and  son  Joseph,  who  was  born  in  1636.  Lie  and 
his  wife  vrere  members  of  the  church  in  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  in 
16J.5.  and  their  children  were  baptized  there,  although  the  second,  who 
died  in  1642.  may  have  been  born  in  England.  He  died  in  Cambridge, 
February  14.  1662.  and  his  v/idow  married,  ^Lirch  24.  1665,  Humphrey 
Bradshaw,  and  Tthird)  May  24,  1683,  Thoinas  Hall.  She  died  in 
1694.    William  Russell  had  ten  children.    The  fourth  was 
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John  Ru>-ell,  horn  in  Cambridge.  September  it,  1645,  ^^''-'l  M-'iixli 
6.  1723.  He  mnrrierl  Elizabeth  Fiske.  horn  probabiv  1654.  daughter 
of  David  Fiske.  the  son  of  David  Fi?l-:c,  wlio  was  at  WatcrtOAvn  in 
1638. 

-vir.  Russebi  was  at  CamlM-idge  Farms.  Ara--^acl!r.sctt3,  at  the  or- 
ganization of  the  parish  in  1693.  and  the  Largest  subscriber  for  the 
meeting  Iionse.  He  \vas  an  original  meml;er  of  the  church  in  1696. 
His  v.-ife  was  soon  after  a. member  of  the  church  in  Lexingti'-n.  He  v^as 
a  wealthy  and  leading  citizen,  and  held  many  ofhces  in  town  and  pari'^h. 
(There  was  another  John  Russel!  who  removed  to  AA'cthersfield.")  Of 
his  chiklrcn  the  eldest  was 

John  Russel!.  b^'m  in  Lex-'n.gton.  Massachusetts.  Xovember  g,  1671. 

He  married  Rebecca  — ^  .    Tliey  were  admitted  to  the 

cliurch  in  Lexington.  April  10,  1715.  FTe  v/as  one  of  the  proprietors 
of  Erimfield.  ^[assachusetts.  whicli  was  kiid  out  in  1701.  but  not  settled 
for  over  t-\ven.ty  years.  In  1731  'Sir.  Russell  was  moderator  of  the  town 
meetiuig.  and  in  1732  of  the  pr-jprietors'  meeting.  Ah  of  his  clu'Idren 
settled  in  Brimfield.    F'^'e  had  six  children,    llie  fourth  was 

John  Ru-seI1.  born  in  Brimfield.  ]\Iarch  22.  1749,  died  in  Chester- 
field. Xovember  12.  1828.  He  married  at  Chesterfield.  December  5, 
T786.  Sarali  Rice,  b'-'^rn  in  Brookfield.  Xovember  17.  1762.  died  in 
Plttsfiekl.  June  t8.  1847.  daughter  nf  Peter  and  Dinah  Rice.  FTe  liA^ed 
in  Chesterfield.    He  was  blind  from  the  age  of  sixteen. 

Solomon  Lincoln  Russell,  born  in  Chesterfield.  Februarv  4,  1791. 
died  in  Pittsfield.  January  8.  1882.  FTe  married.  May  31,  182  t,  Wealthy 
Nash,  born  February  8.  1797.  died  in  P!tt=field.  ^^dav  2T.  T858.  daughter 
of  Fliiah  and  Paulina  fW'arner)  Xash.  of  Conway.  !Ma?sacliusetts.  He 
had  eight  children : 
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1.  Solomon  Nash,  bj-m  in  Conway,  August  i,  1822,  married 
Caroline  A.  A\'heeler. 

2.  Charles  Lewis,  born  January  14.  1824.  died  February  13.  1872, 
uninarried. 

3.  Josepb..  born  ^[ay  17.  1S26.  married  Sarah  Rowley.  He  was 
a  farmer  in  Hinsdale.  r^Iassacliusetts. 

4.  Mary,  born  October  7,  1S2S.  died  September  7,  1S62,  unmar- 
ried. 

5.  Sarah,  born  October  7.  1828.  married  George  L.  W'eed.  Mr. 
Weed  was  superinten<ient  of  deaf  and  dumb  asylums  in  Columbus,  Ohio, 
and  AA'isconsin.  later  removing  to  Philadelphia,  where  they  now  reside. 

6.  Zeno.  born  ^^lay  19.  1834.  married  Charlotte  M.  Rice,  of  Con- 
way, who  sur\-ive5  him.  with  two  children,  Jane  Austin  and  Henry 
Ruland.  ^vfr.  Russell  died  in  1881.  and  had  been  in  the  woolen  business 
with  the  firm  of  S.  X.  and  C.  Russell. 

7.  Hezekiah  Stone,  born  Deceniber  7.  1S35,  married  Martha  A. 
Rowley.  He  has  been  a  n:anufacturer  since  1S63.  He  was  a  select- 
man of  the  town  in  1887  and  t888,  and  was  mayor  of  the  citv  in  1900. 
pre  has  had  nine  children,  of  whom  three  are  married. 

8.  Franklin  West,  born  August  22,  1S4T,  is  manager  of  the 
woolen  business  of  the  S.  X.  and  C.  R.  Rus-^ell  ^Manufacturing  Com- 
pany-       '  _______ 

SOLOMOX  XASFI  Rl'SSELL. 
Tlie  Ru.ssell  records  heretofore  .given  serve  to  show  conclusively 
that  from  early  colonial  days  the  imimcdiate  descendants  of  William  Rus- 
sell Vi'cre  useful  and  honorable  niernljers  of  society  in  Eastern  ]^Iassa- 
c'husetts.  It  is  equally  true  that  his  more  remote  posterity  have  been 
and  are  imix-rtant  factors  in  the  dcvelopmient  of  W'estern  Massachusetts. 
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The  nrst  of  these  to  locate  in  Berksliire  county  was  Solouioii  Lincoln 
Russell,  third  of  the  eleven  chiklren  of  John  and  Sarah  (Rice)  Russell 
alxve  referred  to.  Sok-mon  L.  Russell  was  born  in  Chesterfield,  Hanip- 
shire  county.  ^lassachuset;:?,  February  4,  1791,  living  to  attani  the 
great  age  of  ninety-one  years,  his  death  occurring  at  Pittsfield,  ]^Iassa- 
chusetts,  Jannary  8,  1882. 

He  married,  ]\Jay  31.  1821,  AVealth}'  Nash,  born  February  8,  1797, 
died  in  Pittsfiekl  ^lay  21,  1858.  daughter  of  Elijah  and  Paulina  (War- 
ner) Xash..  of  Conway,  [Massachusetts. 

Solomon  L.  Russell  came  to  Pittsfield  in  1827  with  his  brother 
Zeno,  and  purchased  and  for  nine  years  conducted  the  Berkshire  Hotel 
located  on  the  corner  now  occupied  by  the  Berkshire  Life  Insurance 
Company's  block  at  the  northwest  corner  of  North  and  \\"est  streets, 
fpon  the  sale  of  this  property  in  1835.  Mr.  Russell  settled  on  a  farm 
ab<:iit  three-quarters  of  a  mile  north,  now  owned  and  cx-cupied'  in 
part  by  the  widow  of  his  S'jn  Solomon  N.  Russell.  It  was  in  the  cause 
of  education  that  Solomon  L.  Russell  took  especial  interest  and  demon- 
strated an  especial  capacity  for  usefulness.  He  had  been  for  a  time 
at  Northampton,  ^Massachusetts,  a  tov.-n  which  was  much  in  advance 
of  her  sister  towns  of  tlie  state  in  the  educational  facilities  afforded  her 
citizens.  ^Ir.  Russell  bent  his  best  efforts  toward  the  establishment  of 
a  public  school  system  in  Pittsiield.  As  prudential  committeeman  he 
diverted  the  school  tax  fund  from  its  customary  pro  rata  division 
among  families  having  children  of  school  age.  to  the  e.xchequers  of  two 
private  schools  which  thereafter  received  and  educated  these  children  free 
of  cost.  Mr.  Russell  was  th.erefore  the  practical  father  of  the  present 
public  school  system  of  Pittsfield,  and  the  appropriateness  of  naming 
ont  of  its  imposing  structures,  the  Peck's  road  schoolhouse,  after  him 
is  obvious.    Fie  u'as  largely  instrumental  in  the  establishment,  laying 
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out  and  beautifying  of  the  i'lttstield  cemcteiy,  sei"\-ing  for  a  number  of 
years  as  cue  of  its  director?  and  keepirig  an  especially  close  personal 
supervision  of  the  initial  work  done  thereupon. 

Sclcnion  Xash  Russell,  eldest  of  the  children  of  Solomon  I.,  and 
\\'taltliy  (Xasii)  Russell,  was  born  in  Convsay,  Augaist  i,  1822,  died 
February  16,  1899.  He  married,  September  i,  1S64,  Caroline  A. 
Wheeler,  bora  December  8,  183 1,  daughter  of  Horatio  N.  and  Hannali 
-B.  Wheeler,  of  Old  Chatham,  New  York. 

Th.e  inception  of  i\tr.  Russell's  career  as  a  manufacturer  was  in 
1S43  ■^'■'iicii  he  purchased  a  small  shop  on  Onota  creek  and  engaged  in 
the  makiiig  of.  cotton-batting.  Two  years  later,  in  association  with  his 
brother  Charles,  the  shop  and  manufacturing  facilities  were  enlarged 
and  the  manufacture  of  wadding  added.  In  1S57  the  manufacture  of 
woolen  goods  in  the  stone  mill  on  V\''aconah  street  v/as  begun,  and  in 
1863  the  present  factor}-  of  the  S.  N.  &  C.  Russell  ^Manufacturing 
Company  was  erected.  The  product  of  this  plant  obtained  early  recog- 
nition as  a  superior  article,  attracting  the  favorable  notice  of  Alexander 
T.  Stewart,  the  then  merchant  prince  of  Am.erica,  who  from  1861  to 
1865  absorbed  its  entire  output,  directly,  and  for  some  years  following 
the  close  of  the  war  controlled  it  on  a  commission  basis.  No  iriore 
favorable  commentary  on  the  su[;er-excellence  of  this  company's  early 
manufactures  than  the  preceding  statement  could  be  given,  and  it  is 
in  strictest  accordance  v.-ith  the  facts  that  tlie  company  has  kept  fiU!)' 
abreast  of  the  times  and  today  enjoys  the  same  splendid  reputation 
which  it  so  speedily  acquired.  During  the  period  of  A.  T.  Stewart's 
commission  handling  of  the  Russell  plant's  output,  ]\Ir.  Frank  \\'.  Rus- 
sell, the  present  president  of  the  company,  looked  after  its  interests  while 
in  the  employ  of  1\lr.  A.  T.  Stewart. 

The  latter,  youngest  of  tlie  children  of  ScJomon  L.  Russell,  was 


!       .■■1.1:"  t 


.  i 


BERKSHIRE  CY '  I  'X Tl 


a>sociated  from  boyhoi.xl  witli  tlic  maiuifncluring  interest  estaLlislied 
by  his  brothers  anfl  succecde-!  lo  their  inaiiagenient  upnn  the  dceease  of 
Solomon  Xash  Russell. 

'Die  late  Solom'^n  X.  Russell  ^^;ls  a  \alue;l  and  valv;al,ile  citizen, 
conrribuiino-  in  many  ^vays  to  the  healthy  growth  and  dexeUqinient  of 
this  locality.  He.  with  Viv.  E.  D.  G.  Jones,  luih  the  Central  Block  on 
Xonli  street.  Pittshekl.  at  the  time  considered  a  very  iniivortant  addi- 
tion to  the  business  blocks  of  th.e  count}-  seat.  He  was  a  memb-er  of  tlie 
Cemetery  corporation,  the  Berkshire  r»thitual  Fire  Insurance  Cumpany, 
a  director  in  the  Third  Xationr.l  Bank,  and  an  attendant  of  and  lilieral 
contributor  t(»  ttic  First  Cong-reg-atiraial  church.  FTe  ser\ed  ethcienalv 
a.s  selectman  and  representative-  and  was  prominent  in  all  local  affairs. 
Fie  v.as  greatly  interested  in  the  Hoiise  of  "Mercy  and  his  memor}-  has 
b^en  perpetuated  in  ct  nnecti()n  therewith  h}-  his  gift  of  the  projjcrty 
known  as  the  "  Russell  Flms."  upon  which  the  hospital  stands.  ]\frs.  Rus- 
sell is  living  in  the  old  mansion  on  Xurth  street,  and  has  been  i  ne  of  the 
managers  of  the  House  of  iXIeixy  since  the  estabiishment  of  that  benef- 
icent institution  and  has  been  one  of  its  liberal  benefactors. 


FRAXKLIX  WEST  RUSSELL. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  th.is  article  has  abundantly 
demonstrated  his  capacity  as  presiding  officer  of  the  Russell  !\fanufac- 
luring  Company,  his  substantial  equiinnent  therefor  being  set  forth  in 
the  stor}-  of  the  career  of  his  brother,  .Solomon  X.  Russell,  with  w  hwm 
he  wa.s  long  associated  and  succeeded  >  ifticiallw  His  services  in  a  pub- 
lic way  have  been  limited  to  hi^  representation  of  Ward  i  in  the  b'  ar'I 
of  aldermen  or  Pittsfield. 
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HEZEKIAH  STONK  RUSSELL. 

The  mental  and  physical  vicfi^r,  the  spirit  of  proQTessiveness,  and 
the  indnstn-  and  integrity  wliicli  were  t!ie  characteristics  of  so  many  of 
the  Rns^ells  heretofore  dwelt  upon,  find  still  anotlier  exponent  in  the 
gentleman  Avhose  name  introduces  these  memoir?  and  who  was  the  sev- 
enth of  the  children  of  the  late  Solomon  L.  and  \\'ealthy  (Nash)  Rus- 
sell. 

Hezckiah  Stone  Russell  was  lx)rn  in  Pittsfield,  December  7,  1835. 
His  initial  scho-oling  was  obtained  at  Pittsfield  and  he  was  one  of  the 
scholars  in  attendance  on  the  day  of  the  op>ening  of  its  hrst  high  school 
in  1852.    He  subsequently  entered  Pleasant  Academy,  Amherst. 

In  1S53  went  Avest.  where  he  was  for  four  years  variously  employed 
in  connection  with  railroad  and  lumbering  interests,  hi  1837  he  v>ent 
to  Melbourne,  Australia,  and  undertook  mining,  which  he  abandoned 
scon  to  engage  in  telegraph  contract  work. 

Returning  to  America  in  i860  he  was  for  one  year  engaged  in  a 
clerical  capacity  with  the  Pomeroy  Oil  Eacton''s  office  in  Toronto,  Can- 
ada. In  1862  he  resumed  residence  in  Pittsfield  Avhere  he  was  etn- 
ployed  for  several  years  in  his  brothers'  woolen  mills.  In  1863  he 
purchased  an  interest  in  the  old  ->,IcKay  &  Hoadley  }vlachinc  Shop,  of 
which  he  became  sole  owner  in  1872.  In  1874  he  sold  the  machine 
shop  to  E.  D.  Jones,  retaining  the  boiler-making  plant  which  he  con- 
tinued to  o[>erate  successfully  up  to  1902.  when  he  disp^jsed  of  it  to 
the  D.  Jones  Company  and  retired  from  business.  Mr.  Russell  has 
been  a  Republican  of  the  stalwart  type  since  the  formation  of  that 
party  and  has  been  active  in  advancing  its  interests  in  town,  county  and 
state.  -Mth.ough  not  in  any  sense  an  active  politician  his  services  have 
been  sought  and  efficiently  and  freely  given  in  the  discharge  of  the 
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duties  of  mmicrous  office?.  He  was  selectman,  in  1887-88:  councilaian 
from  the  fourth  ward  ir.  1807-98:  and  was  clectcil  to  the  mayoraUy  in 
1900.  and  re-elected  to  that  office  the  following  year.  It  was  din-ing 
Mr.  Russeirs  incumbency  of  the  office  of  niavor  of  Pittsficld  that  tlie 
Berksh-ire  Company  added  it;  line<  to  the  trr^lley  systems  of  the  vicinity, 
ajid  material  extensions  tc  the  Pittsfield  Company's  lines  were  made. 
During  this  period  also  the  initial  steps  were  taken  looking  toward  the 
increase  of  storage  capacity  for  Piitsfiekl's  water  suppl}'.  Mr.  Russell 
was  one  of  the  original  members  of  Pittsficld  Co-Operative  Rank,  and 
has  been  one  of  the  board  of  directors  and  security  committee  since  the 
organization  of  that  institution.  He  is  a  member  of  Crescent  T^dge, 
of  Pittsfield.  F.  and  .\.  M..  Berkshire  Chapter.  R.  A.  M.,  Berksln're 
Council.  R.  and  S.  »M..  and  Berkshire  Commandcry,  K.  T.  lie  was  a 
charter  member  of  Crescent  Lodge.  Berkshire  Council,  Berkshire  Com- 
mandcry and  Lodge  of  Perfection,  and  presiding  officer  in  all  save  the 
last  mentioned. 

He  was  married  July  4.  1863.  to  }i[artha,  daughter  of  Julius  and 
Anna  Rov/ley.  Of  nine  children  born  of  this  union  a  son.  Frank  A., 
lived  tc>  attain  his  twentieth  year,  four  died  in  childhood,  and  four 
survive.  The  latter  are:  Kate,  the  wife  of  L.  A.  ]\Ierchaiit  (see  sketch 
herein)  ;  Helen,  wife  of  Frank  A.  Bradley.  vFose  children  are  Alton  and 
Grace;  Anna,  wife  of  Edgar  R.  A\'hiting:  and  Martha,  wife  of  George 
L.  Waterman,  by  whom  she  has  a  son.  Laureiice. 

HENRY  R.  RUSSELL. 

LTenry  R.  Russell,  son  of  late  Zeno  Russell,  was  Ixjrn  Septemlier 
23.  T874;  attended  Pittsfield  high  scb,r:ol  and  .Vmherst  College,  and 
entered  the  office  employ  of  the  S.  N.  and  C.  Russell  Manufacturing 
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Company  in  1S93.  ^'^'^  '--^  l>t't"a  ireru-mer  (>\  Uie  C(r.n[)an}-  since  1899. 
He  is  a  mcmher  and  treasurer  of  the  First  CongregTition.al  clunxh,  of 
the  Cour.tiy  Parlv  Cinb  an.,!  I'ittstield  Buat  Clul). 


■  OLR'ER  LESLIE  BARTLETT. 

Oliver  Leslie  Bartx-'Lt  was  bi.irn  in  Rockland,  ^Laine.  Octuher  19, 
1S59,  son  of  the  late  Edward  J-L  and  Mary  E.  ( Lawson)  Bartlctt,  the 
former  a  native  of  Main.e.  the  latter  of  England. 

Their  son  Oliver  L.  rece!\-ed  Ids  initial  schooling  and  academic  in- 
strttction  in  his  native  city  and  then  entered  Bates  College  (Lewistcm, 
^Laine).  from  which  institution  lie  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  '83, 
practically  earning  his  v-'ay  througii  cc'llege  by  teaching.  His  study  of 
m.edicine  was  taken  up  u'.-uler  the  preceptorship  vt  Dr.  E.  L.  Esterbrook. 
of  Rockland,  and  continued  'in  the  College  of  Ph_\sicians  and  Surgeons, 
the  medical  department  oi  Columbia  University,  from  vdiich  he  received 
his  diplonia  in  1887.  Intmediatel}-  tb.ereafter  he  entered  upim  the  gen- 
eral practice  of  his  professic;n  in  ]\ockland,  remaining  there  f(ir  a  ])eriod 
of  seven  years,  dtudng  th.ree  vears  of  which  he  was  the  cit\"  physician. 
The  multiplicity  of  cases  of  (liseases  of  the  eye.  ear.  mjse  and  thrriat  that 
were  brought  to  his  notice  as  incumbent  of  the  off.ce  namerl  aroused  Dr. 
Bartlett's  esijeciai  interest  and  necessitated  especial  in\-e^tigatii  in  and 
study  along  those  lines,  leading  him  to  determine  to  specialize  thereafter 
his  practice.  With  this  end  in  view  he  sold  his  Rockland  practice  and 
took  courses  at  th.e  Chicago  Polyclinic,  the  Xew  York  Ophthalmic  and 
Aural  Institttte  and  Xew  York  T'ljlyclinic.  Thus  well  equipped  he 
opened  offices  at  Bnjckt'.'n.  ^^asbachusetts.  where  he  reniaintd  fur  nine 
year.-..  Jn  1903  lie  can-se  to  Pittstield  to  purchase  the  liusiness  of  Drs.  H. 
.A..  a:id  W.  F.  X(jyes.  with  oltices  in  Central  block.    Dr.  Bartlett  is  a 
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member  of  the  Berkshire  ^^iedical  Society.  Akissachusetls  ^\Ic(hcal  Soci- 
ety and  American  Medical  Association,  and  is  one  vi  the  staff  of  physi- 
cians of  tb.e  House  of  3.[ei'C}-.  Pittsfield.  Jde  is  a  member  of  Crc'^cent 
Lodge.  F.  and  A.  M..  anti  a  mentbcr  of  tb.e  board  of  deacons  of  the 
Baptist  clrnrcli.  Pitt.stleld.  He  has  always  had  an  especial  interest  in 
works  of  tiic  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  haxing  had  oflicial  connection  therewith  at 
Brockton,  and  upon  the  transfer  of  his  menlber^hip  to  Pittsfield  was 
elected  to  till  a  vacancy  in  the  directorate  of  the  local  branch.  Dr.  Bart- 
lett  married  in  18S9.  Evie  Tolman.  daughter  of  the  late  I\e\'.  Aari.ni  G. 
Hemir.gway.  of  Rockland.  ]\Iaine.  Dr.  and  ?\!.rs.  Bartlett  reside  at  too 
Wendell  a\'enue. 

\VILL1A:\I  DOXALD  .M.vcIXXES. 

There  is  scarcelv  a  tlcatrishing  center  of  iiopulation  in  the  United 
States  that  does  not  number  among  its  most  enterprising  merchants 
anvd  aggressive  and  progressive  manufacturers  men  of  Solch  nativity. 
ITie  dry  goods  trade  especially  has  had  many  strong  representatives 
from  the  land  of  the  thistle,  notabl}-  that  prince  (jf  merchants,  the  late 
Alexander  T.  Stewart,  v.dio  is  generally  conceded  to  have  revolutionized 
business  methods,  amazing  his  contemporaries  and  showing  the  way  for 
the  broad  tv/entieth  century  hues  of  gigantic  operations  in  both  the 
wholesale  and  retail  trade.  Of  his  followers  and  fellow-countrymen 
Pitts.^ield  is  the  fortunate  possessor  of  se\  eral  gentlemen  who  have  con- 
tributed in  no  small  measure  to  the  business  development  of  the  county 
seat  and  to  tb.e  fair  fame  of  its  merchants  for  business  integrity.' 

.\.mong  these  may  appropriately  be  numbered  William  Donald  'Ma.c- 
Innes,  president  of  The  Kennedy-.MacTnnes  C<;impany.  the  leading  dry 
go-ods  house  of  the  Berkshire  Hill  country.  ]-Ie  was  born  in  Comrie, 
Perthshire.  Scotland,  October  5.  1853;  recei\-cd  a  connr.on  school  edu- 
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caiion  in  his  native  place  and  his  incenti\c  business  training  in  the 
estabhshment  of  Frazer,  ^^IcLaren  (S:  Co.,  Glasgow,  Scotland,  then  and 
still  one  of  the  great  dr}-  gTDC'ds  houses  of  Great  Britain,  in  1S71  he 
came  to  the  United  States,  stimulated  to  the  step  through  the  letters  of 
an  older  brother.  John  C.  3>laclnnes  who  had  sailed  for  America  two 
years  previously  and  who  had  discovered  as  he  believed  the  promised 
land  for  ambitious  voung  business  men.  a  correct  conviction  as  was  dem- 
onstrated in  his  own  eminentlv  successful  business  career;  he,  ha\-ing 
been  the  founder  and  being  now  president  and  leading  stockholder  of 
the  great  \A'orcester  (^Massachusetts)  diy  goods  house.  The  John  C. 
3.1aclnnes  Company. 

William.  D.  ^.laclnnes  found  his  earliest  employment  with  Shcpard, 
Xorv/ell  &  Co.,  dr\-  goods  mercliants  of  Boston.  This  term  of  service 
extended  over  a  period  of  three  years,  during  the  major  portion  of 
which  time  he  was  in  charge  of  the  black  goods  department.  In  1S74, 
^■.Ir.  Maclnnes  formed  trie  acquaintance  at  Boston  of  ]Mr.  Alexander 
Kennedy,  also  a  Scotchman,  and  a  few  minutes  sufhced  to  inform  each 
of  the  other's  intention  of  entering'  into  the  dry  goods  business.  It 
having  come  under  their  mutual  notice  that  the  Smith  &  Wallace  dry 
goods  business  at  Pittsfield,  ^lassachusetts,  was  for  sale,  and  bijth  being 
favorably  impressed  with  trie  opportunity  for  investment  and  entrance 
into  business  thus  offered,  the  two  geiitlemen  came  to  an  almost  imme- 
diate understanding,  journeyed  to  Pittsfield  and  purchased  the  busi- 
ness in  question  which  was  thereafter  conducted  under  the  firm  name 
of  Kennedy  &  IvIacTnnes  up  to  the  incorporation  of  The  Kctinedy-i\Iac- 
Innes  Company,  of  which  'Sh.  .^laclnnes  is  president  and  Mr.  Ken- 
nedy, treasurer.  From  a  comparatively  small  trade  the  business  has 
grown  to  extensive  proportions,  being  numbered  among  the  conspicu- 
ous business  successes  of  western  Zvlassachusetts.    The  Root  block,  the 
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orig-inal  striKlure  occupied  by  ihe  finii.  inxnino-  inadequate  for  its 
gTowing  trade  a  removal  to  its  present  coniniodiuus  quarters  in  the 
Central  block.  Xonh  street,  \\-as  effected  m  1S82. 

Mr.  Maclnncs'  public  service  has  been  as  a  member  of  Pittshell's 
board  of  aluerinen  representing  ward  4.  the  onl)-  Democrat  ever  elected 
therefrom.  He  sen-ed  efficiently  as  chairman  of  the  highwa}-  commit- 
tee. He  was  appointed  by  Go\-ernor  Russell  cm  the  board  of  trustees 
of  Xorthampton  Lunatic  Hospital,  an  off.ce  which  he  has  since  cijntin- 
iiously  held,  and  is  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Pittsfield  Boys"  Club  in 
which  institution  he  takes  an  especial  interest.  His  fraternal  connec- 
tion is  whh  ^fystic  Lodge.  F.  and  A.  ^L,  Berkshire  Chapter.  R.  A.  M. ; 
and  Berkshire  Commander}-.  K.  T.,  of  \vhich  he  is  past  eminent  com- 
mander. He  is  a  member  and  past  tdirice  ])Otent  grand  master  of  th.e 
IvDdge  of  Perfection,  fourteenth  degree:  of  ^Massachusetts  Consistory 
(Boston)  thirty-second  degree  and  ]Melha  Temple  (Springfield)  Nobles 
of  the  .Mystic  Shrine. 

]Mr.  }^lacLines  married,  October  4.  1893,  Annie,  daughter  of  the 
late  George  P.  Adriance,  a  former  member  and  son  vjf  the  founder  of 
the  firm  of  .Adriance.  Piatt  &  Co.,  manufacturers  of  mowers  and  reap- 
ers, Poughkeepsie.  Xew  A'ork.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  ]\LicInnes  have  two  sons, 
Donald  and  John.  The  family  resides  on  South  street  and  attends  the 
First  Congregational  church. 

CHARLES  C.  MAf^TLX. 

Charles  Cyril  ^Martin,  deceased,  father  of  Mrs.  George  Blatchford, 
Piltsfieki.  was  in  his  day  one  of  the  mc;st  accrnnplislied  of  American 
civil  engineers,  and  in  all  parts  of  the  country  great  works  stand  as 
evi('ence  of  his  master!}-  skill. 
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He  w?.?  born  Augu-t  ^.o.  tS,:;t.  in  Sprin.qheld.  Brndfoi'd  cnnnty, 
Pt-nn^yivania.  son  of  Jan^ef;  and  I.ydia  (  Bidh^ck  i  Marvin.  ,L'.i"^nvl^(-ai  of 
Jari-:e>  Martin  and  Juditl)  Rvad.  and  a  d.escendant  (if  Jchn  Martin,  who 
came  from  PInq-land  al^ont  1666  and  -^culed  in  S\\;in-ea.  assa'diusetts. 
IJis  ancestral  line  -has  l:oen  traced  to  Martin  de  Tours,  who  came  in.to 
Eng-!and  \^'ith  W'iiliam  the  Ci  nqueror. 

His  i;oyhood  was  passed,  upon  a  farm  ir:  a  sparsely  populated  re- 
g'ion.  and  the  life  developed  in  him  a  vigcn'ous  physical  manho;id.  School 
advantages  v/ert-  meagre.  a:id.  lie  was  in  larg'e  degree  self-e  lucated.  but 
SO'  wei!  did  ht  apply  hinnself  to  his  studies  that  at  the  age  c  f  sexenteen 
he  targht  a  district  schcjo]  and  w:is  an  acknowledged  authr.rity  in  land 
survex  ing.  At  the  age  of  twcnt}  -three.  v.  itli  ab  mt  two  hundred  dollars 
as  h.is  entire  possessions,  he  l^ecame  a  student  of  engineering  in  the 
Ren>-e'aer  Polytechnic  Institute  at  Troy,  Xew  ^'c;rk.  from  which  he 
gnidiuated  wish  higii  hcr.or  in  1856.  He  had  paid  his  wa}'  b}-  teaching 
in  a  pan.chiaJ  schocl.  and  !;y  gi\'ing  private  instruction  to  his  fellows, 
and  provevl  so  capable  a  teacher  that  after  his  graduati'jn  he  remained 
for  one  year  as  a  m.eml:er  '';f  the  regular  instructional  corps,  in  after 
year.>  he  was  repeat.y'dy  offered  a  ];rofess(>rship  in  the  institution,  an.d 
as  often  declined.  In  1S91  he  was  unanimously  elected  director  of  the 
Institute,  tlie  duties  1  cing  tli'.sc  pertaining  trj  the  president  ()f  other  like 
schools,  but  this  high  con)]!limer,t  he  also  declined. 

Im/.iediately  after  leaving  the  Institu.te.  Mr.  [Martin  became  rod- 
man  on  the  Brooklyn  (Xew  York j  Water  Works,  at  a  wage  of  J?i-50 
a  day.  He  remained  with  the  company  for  two  years,  ad\'ancing  from 
\A'o.ct  to  place,  trnt;!  he  was  appointed  assistant  eu.gineer  under  James  P. 
Kirkwoofi.  and  was  given  charge  of  the  constructii  of  three  of  the 
great  reservoirs  and  eight  miles  <.if  the  conduit.  After  the  Cwmpletion 
of  the  w'  Tk.  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Trent' m  Locomotive  and 
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^Machine  ^Mainifacturing-  Crn-ipanw  his  |)rincipal  object  being-  to  ncf|uire 
fai-iiiliarity  with  iron  \v<jrk  and  bridge  constrnctinn.  He  j)ro\"ed  apt 
in  all  ])ertaining-  u:.  tlit-  oijeratif.Mis  of  llie  comj-an}-  th.at  he  was  called  to 
the  supcrintendency.  At  the  oiitljreak  of  the  ci\-il  war.  Mr.  ^^fartin 
was  eng-aged  in  the- construe; ion  oi  an  ir.ni  bridg-e  across  the  Savannah 
(Geovg-ia),  river  for  the  Sawannah  &  Charleston  Railroad.  Railroad 
coniniuiticatifjn  along  the  seaboard  was  interrupted,  and  he  liad  much 
difiiculty  in  making'-  his  way  n.ortli.  lea\-ing-  Sa\annah  on  the  last  train, 
and  making  his  jcairney  b}-  a  long-  detour  by  way  of  Xashville.  Tennessee. 
During-  the  greater  part  of  the  war  period  he  was  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  arms  for  tlie  g-o-.-ernn-sent,  from  the  Springfield  ride  to  the 
great  eie\-en-incl!  Dahlgren  .  gun.  the  largest  piece  of  ordnance  of  that 
da}  .  In  1864  he  was  en:i)kyed  by  th.e  government  as  an  expert  to  con- 
duct bjilcr  e.Kpcriments  at  tlie  Bn.okl\-n  Xa\-y  Yard,  in  order  to  test 
the  relative  merits  of  horizontal  and  vertical  tubular  boilers  for  naval 
vessels. 

After  tiie  war  lie  superintended  the  laying  of  die  forty-eight-inch 
water  main  the  Ridgewood  reservoir.  (:;f  the  Bri)okl\n  water  system. 
He  wa=  sub-ec|uently  chief  engineer  of  Prospect  Park,  in  that  city,  and 
inaugurated  the  present  satisfactory  road  and  sub-drainage  systems,  and 
he  carried  to  completion  the  construction  of  th.e  great  park  well,  at  that 
time  the  largest  Vvork  of  its  kind  in  the  world.  This  was  accon-iplished 
at  moderate  cost  and  with.-ut  accident  —  a  feat  which  attracted  wide 
attention,  his  predecessor  having  pronounced  the  accomplishment  well- 
nigh  imi)0'^>ible.  and.  involving  "a  mint  of  money  and  a  perpetual 
funeral  procession." 

In  January.  1870.  Mr.  Martin  I^ecame  first  a-sistant  engineer  on 
the  Brooklyn  Bridge,  under  Coh.nel  W.  .A.  Roebli'ig.  and  he  occupied 
that  position  from  the  day  the  first  earth  was  removed  until  the  com- 


21S 


BERKSHIRE  COUNTY 


plelion  of  the  structure.  At  the  ontset  liis  practiatl  knowledg-c  of  the 
prjeumatic  process  of  bri'lge  foundations,  drawn  front  his  experience  in 
similar  v.  oric  on  n  much  smaiier  scale  on  the  Savannah  and  Santee 
rivers  found  intmedia.te  applicatKin,  and  his  methods  were  followed  in 
sinking-  the  caissons  in  both,  the  Xew  "^"ork  and  Bnjoklyn  ends.  From 
first  to  last  he  had  full  charge  of  the  e.Kecutiijn  of  the  work,  the  employ- 
ment of  workmen,  the  purchase  of  m.aterial  and  the  auditing  of  accounts. 
So  masterly  was  his  direciionar)  power,  and  so  equable  his  temperament, 
that  the  engineer  corps  was  maintained  intact,  and  not  a  S}-mptom  of 
iealou.sy  cr  ill  feeling  marred  the  relations  between  its  \-arious  members. 

For  itineteen  years,  and  until  the  office  was  abolished  by  the  con- 
solidation of  the  Departn-ient  of  Bridges,  in  January.  1902,  he  held  the 
position  of  chief  engiiieer  and  stiperintendent  of  the  Xew  York  and 
Brooklyn  Bridge.  In  January.  1903.  shortly  befiire  'his  death  (  whiclt 
occurred  Jul}-  nth  of  the  same  year,  at  b'ar  Rockaway,  Long  Island), 
he  completed  thirt}"-t!]ree  years  of  service  on  the  great  bridge.  an<l  more 
than  forty  years  of  professional  work  on  the  public  works  of  Brooklyn. 
His  professional  skill  and  his  accomplished  work  as  an  engineer,  his 
tact  and  ability,  were  all  truly  admirable,  but  more  wcatderful  than  all 
his  achievements  was  the  uniturm  exercise  and  beneficent  effect  of  his 
personal  influence  ujjon  all  his  subordinates  and  associates.  His  wise 
counsel,  tender  syntpathy  and  generous  treatment  made  of  each  a  friend, 
and  with  5r.r[jrisii!g  unanimity  they  characterized  him  as  the  best  frieu'l 
I  ever  knev.'."  His  integrity  was  unassailable.  Owing  to  changes  in 
plans  of  construction,  ad\'anced  p'tices  of  materials  and  labor,  and  the 
great  rise  <-f  value  of  real  estate,  the  cost  of  the  bridge  largely  e.Kceeded 
the  estimates  of  Colonel  Roebling.  In  spite  of  these  disadvantages,  and 
with  opprjrtun.ity  for  specular-ion,  'Mr.  [Martin's  skirts  were  ne\-er  toviched 
with  the  faintest  odor  of  suspicion.    He  made  his  contracts  and  scrutin- 
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ized  the  accounts  as  carefully  as  tliouyli  the  wink  had  been  at  his  per- 
sonal cost,  and  the  various  reports  of  puWic  olTicials  and  investigating- 
corhrr.ittees  here  cheerful  tesiimony  to  his  strict  impartiality  and  spotless 
hones  I}-. 

'Sir.  SlDTi'm  was  a  member  of  the  American  Society  of  Ci\il  Engi- 
neers, and  an  honorary-  m.ember  of  the  Brookdyn  Engineers'  Club.  His 
personal  life  was  a  nic<lei  of  practical  Christianity,  based  upon  a  careful 
and  undeviating-  application  of  the  Golden  Rule. 

In  August,  iS6o.  'Sir.  ^^lartin  was  married  to  Afiss  ■Mary  A.  Read,  a 
daughter  of  Genera!  Jonathan  Read,  of  Rensselaer  county,  New  York, 
and  a  direct  descendant  of  Governor  Bradford  and  other  I'uritan  sires. 
She  was  a  lady  of  intellecturd  ability,  of  varied  and  extensive  reading  in 
English  and  GenTian.  and  of  most  amiable  disiX)sition.  Sir.  Martin's 
home  life  was  of  the  most  serene  and  restful  character,  to  which  he 
brought  t'be  joyous  spirit  of  a  schcKjlboy  and  the  heart  of  a  child  when 
surrounded  by  his  children  and  grandchildren.  He  never  hesitated  to 
assert  that  he  owed  much  of  his  success  in  life  and  ail  of  his  happiness 
to  his  estimable  wife. 

To  ^[r.  and  Mrs.  ^Martin  were  born  four  children:  Mrs.  J.  J. 
Hopper,  of  Xew  York;  Mrs.  George  Blatchford,  of  Pittsheld,  iMassa- 
chusetts :  Charles  Boynton  Martin,  an  electrical  engineer,  and  Eieutenant 
Kingsley  Leverich  ^Martin,  resident  engineer  on  the  Williamsburg  Sus- 
pension Bridge. 

-    JOHN  MARK  SEELEY. 

John  ^lark  Seeley,  formerly  a  prominent  business  man  of  Housa- 
tonic,  was  born  in  Great  Barringtcn,  April  17,  1814,  son  of  John  and 
Slzry  THart)  Seeley,    His  fatlier,  who  was  a  native  of  Connecticut, 
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settled  in  Great  BarrinQt.in  and  engaged  in  mercantile  l)U?inc?s.  Tie 
also  kept  tlie  Seeley  tavern. 

John  ^lark  Seeley  acquired  a  better  educatinn  than  most  nf  the 
youths  of  his  neig-hborhood,  first  attending  the  ccimmon  schriols  in  which 
Squire  Seeley  was  a  teacher,  later  becoming -a  pupil  at  the  Lenox  Acad- 
emy, and  comp'leting  his  studies  at  a  school  in  Stnckliridge  said  to  ha\  e 
been  presided  over  by  Dr.  ?\Iark  llopkiu'^.  After  serving-  an  appren- 
ticeship in  a  cottonmill  at  A'an  Dcusen\-ille.  in  1S47.  engaged  in  busi- 
ness v.-ith  Judge  Lyman  IMunson  in  that  \  illage.  Later  he  was  inter- 
ested in  tlie  iNIaple  Grove  mills  at  South  Adanis.  Returning  to  Hous- 
atonic  in  1S50  he  Vv"as  appointed  treasurer,  agent,  and  general  man- 
ager of  the  ^Monument  niills.  founded  in  1S50.  and  under  his  able 
direction  this  enterprise  became  so  prosperous  that  in.  1864  a  nn'U  for 
the  manufactiu-e  of  cotton  warp  wa^  added  to  the  plant.  Jn  1S60  he 
assisted  in  orgnnizing  the  W'auljcck  ^.lills  Company,  which  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  bedspreads,  and  in  1866  that  concern  also  erected 
a  brick  factory  for  tlie  production  of  cotti.)n  Avarps.  Lie  was  a  direct(->r 
of  the  National  ^.lah.aivve  Bank  of  Great  Barrington,  and  the  growth  and 
bu.sines^  development  of  LLjusatijuic  was  in  a  great  measure  due  tO'  his 
superior  business  ability.  In  1864  he  was  elected  a  representative  to 
the  legislature  from  Housatonic.  He  was  a  member  of  the  board  of 
selectm.en  in  Great  Barrington  for  the  years  1863,  1864,  1865  and  1876; 
\vas  again  a  member  of  the  house  of  representati\-es  in  1874,  was  a 
state  senator  from  southern  Berkshire  district  for  the  years  1882  and 
1883,  and  held  the  appointment  of  postmaster  at  Llousatonic  for  thirty 
years.    In  politics  he  was  a  Republican. 

September  20,  1837,  Mr.  Seeley  was  joined  in  marriage  with  Sarah 
Montgt^men.-.  who  was  born  in  Salisbury,  Connecticut,  December  2, 
1813.  daughter  of  John  R.  and  Rachel  ^Montgomery.    The  only  child 
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of  this  union  is  Laura  E.,  who  i>  now  Mrs.  l<"uJ.ler.  and  resides  in  Hous- 
atonic.  John  Mark  Seelcy  died  Xovemlier  if),  iS88.  and  his  wife  sur- 
vived hhvi  less  than  two  years.  ])assing-  awav  Octcdier  13,  IcSqo.  lie 
was  noted  for  his  genial  disposition,  and  wiiieh'  respected  for  his  m;iny 
admirable  quah'ties.  chief  amor.g  ^vhicil  was  his  liheralitv  in  contribut- 
ing toward  the  support  of  ai!  ch.aritalVic  objects  to  which  his  attention 
was  called.  For  many  years  he  was  ch:jiaster  in  the  Congregational 
church. 

HOX.  P:XSIGX  IIOSMER  KELLOGG. 

Hon.  Ensign  Hosmer  Kellogg,  counsel  lor-at-law,  late  a  well -known 
and  much  esteemed  citizen  of  Berkshire  county,  ^dassaclui setts,  long  a 
resident  of  Pittsneld.  prominen.t  in  busin.ess  circles  and  in  pub-lie  life, 
was  born  in  July.  1S12.  at  Shett:eld.  a  small  country  town  a  few  miles 
farther  south  in.  the  Honsatonic  \'al!ey,  wliere  two  or  three  generations 
of  his  family  had  made  their  home. 

His  parents  w  ere  Elisha  and  Jane  I  Saxton  1  Kellc)gg,  and  his 
paternal  grandparents  were  Ejdiraim  and  Ruth  iHusnier)  Kellogg, 
all  of  Sheffield,  tlie  grandmother  being  a  descendant  of  Governor  William 
Bradford,  of  the  Plymouth  Colon}'.  Epliraim  Kellogg  was  a  son  of 
Silas  and  Ruth  (Root)  Kellogg,  and  grand-^on  of  Stephen  and  Lydia 
I  Beiding;  Kelk'gg,  who  ii\-ed  in  W'estfield.  Massachusetts.  The  father 
of  Stephen  was  Lieutenant  Joseph  Kellogg,  wlnj  flit-d  at  Hadley,  Massa- 
chusetts, alxjut  1707.  having  removed  to  that  place  fr(~jm  Boston  about 
!66>.  He  had  previously  li\-ed  a  few  }-ears  at  Farmington.  Connecticut. 
Ephraim  Kellogg  grandfather  of  E.  H.  Kellogs".  was  a  soldier  of  the 
Revolution,  in  ser'dcc  in  the  expediti^-n  against  Burgoyne  in  1777. 

Elisha  Ke'logg  wa":  a  farmer  and  spent  his  life  at  the  Sheffield 
homestead.     He  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Congregational 
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cliurch.  They  reared  five  children,  namely:  Ensign  Hosmer :  I'"red- 
erick,  who  went  ^vest :  Tames,  now  living  in  Galesburg,  Tllinoi?;  Mary, 
?vlr5.  V>'ard.  of  Gene-co.  in  that  state:  and  Rnth  (^[rs.  Arnold),  who 
died  in  Oregon. 

At  Amherst  College,  in  tlie  thirties  of  this  century.  PZnsign  H.  Kel- 
logg was  a  classmate  of  Henry  Ward  Beecher.  Alexander  H.  Bullock, 
and  other  men  of  later  prominence.  He  recei\'ed  his  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Arts  in  1836.  He  then  read  law  with  L.  Parker  Hall,  of  Sheffield, 
and  after  his  admission  to  the  bar  settled  for  practice  in  Pittsfield.  in 
1838  becoming  a  partner  of  Mr.  Hall,  who  had  removed  to  this  city. 
Destiny,  however,  had  not  marked  out  for  him  a  distinctively  legal 
career.  His  interest  in  municipal,  county  and  state  affairs,  his  knowl- 
edge of  gXA'ernmental  ciucstions.  his  business  ability,  led  to  his  being 
called  to  fill  various  offices  of  public  trust  and  responsibility.  He  served 
a  number  of  terms  as  a  memlx-r  of  the  lower  branch  of  the  state  legis- 
lature in  1843.  i<^-44.  1847.  1849,  1850,  and  other  shortly  succeeding 
years,  also  in  1870  and  1871.  being  speaker  of  the  house  in  1850;  and 
in  1854  he  was  state  senatt^r.  In  1861,  buying  out  the  interest  of 
Socrates  Squire  in  the  Pontoosuc  \Vo<jlen  ^^lanufacturing  Company,  the 
oldest  concern  of  the  kind  in  western  ^lassachusetts,  he  succeeded  him 
as  its  president,  and  continued  in  that  position,  in  the  conduct  of  affairs 
displaying  signal  business  sagacity  for  many  years,  or  until  liis  death. 
He  was  also  for  a  long  period  president  of  the  Pittsfield  Life  Insurance 
Company,  and  of  the  Agricultural  Bank  of  this  city.  He  was  one  of 
the  charter  members  and  a  trustee  of  the  Berkshire  Athenaeum.  In 
his  later  years,  while  leading  a  life  of  comparative  leisure,  he  gave  some 
attention  to  real  estate  dealings,  buying  a  large  farm  then  a  mile  from 
town,  and  laying  out  streets,  developing  what  is  now  the  Morningside 
property. 
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To  mention  only  a  few  of  his  public  ser\  ices — it  was  Mr.  Kcllog-g', 
who,  after  the  bun-iing-  of  the  Berkshire  2\IecHcal  College  in  1850,  se- 
cured from  the  legislature  an  appropriation  of  ten  thousand  dollars  for 
the  erection  of  a  new  building;  he  was  one  of  the  committee  to  super- 
intend the  building  of  the  new  Congregational  church,  one  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  organization  of  the  tirst  fire  ofricials,  one  of  the  first  water 
commissioners  of  the  city,  and  one  of  the  most  active  citizens  in  secur- 
ing- the  removal  of  the  county  seat  from  Lenox  to  Pittsfield.  During 
the  war  he  did  much  by  his  patriotic  eloquence  and  practical  ePliciency 
to  promote  the  raising  of  troops  in  this  vicinity,  and  after  its  close  he 
was  one  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  entrusted  the  full  charge  of 
erecting  a  soldiers'  monument.  He  was  an  attendant  and  supporter  of 
the  First  Congregational  church.  His  death,  after  a  brief  illness,  oc- 
curred in  February-,  1881,  in  the  sixty-ninth  year  of  his  age. 

Mr.  Keli'jgg'  was  married  in  1841  to  ^liss  Caroline  L.  Campbell. 
who,  with  one  daughter,  Caroline,  wife  of  William  F.  Cushing,  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  survives  him.  They  had  two  other  children,  daughters, 
both  of  whom  died  in  early  v.-omanhood ;  namely,  Elizabeth,  the  first 
wife  of  William  R.  Plunkett ;  and  May,  Mr.  Plunkett's  second  wife,  who 
left  three  children — Elizabeth,  TJarion.  and  Thomas  Fitzpatrick. 

'}.[rs.  Kellogg  was  l>jrn  in  Pittsfield,  ^Massachusetts,  daughter  of 
David,  Jr.,  and  Xancy  (Pcp'oon)  Campbell,  and  on  the  paternal  side 
is  of  Scottish  descent.  Her  grandfather,  Captain  David  Campbell,  was 
the  youngest  son  of  Robert  and  Mary  ( Pierce j  Campbell,  of  South- 
v.-ick,  ^lassachusetts,  v/here  he  w'as  born  April  30,  1758.  Fie  married 
Lucy,  daughter  of  ]^Iatthew  and  Lucy  (Loomis)  Laflin,  of  that  town, 
and  about  the  year  1787  removed  to  Pittsfield,  where,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  brief  sojourn  in  Lenox,  he  lived  till  the  close  of  his  earthly 
days.    The  date  of  his  death  was  February  27,  1836.    "  He  was  a  man 
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cf  strong  ciiaracter."  ^ve  are  told,  and  of  great  enterprise,  especially 
as  a  dealer  in  real  estate."  The  e.xaggeration  of  tradition  represents 
him  as  having  been  at  one  time  or  ani.ither  the  owner  of  almost  e\'ery 
desirable  piece  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Pittsheld.  For  manv  years  he 
was  owner  and  landlord  of  the  Pittsfield  Coffee  House,  and  in  rSi8  he 
was  one  cf  the  incori>orators  of  the  Agricultural  Bank.  His  children 
were  Richard.  David.  Lucy.  W'inthr'jp.  ^larv.  Electa.  Elizabeth.  Rob- 
ert, Matthew,  and  George  Washington.  David.  Jr..  Ruliert  and  George 
\^'.  became  prominent  citizens  of  Pittsheld.  Richard  died  at  .Bethle- 
hem, Xew  York;  W'inthrop  removed  to  the  west:  and  ^latthew  died  ir! 
St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

David  Campbell,  Jr.,  was  Lwn  in  Suftield,  Connecticut.  December 
12,  17S2,  and  v/as  about  hve  years  of  age  when  his  parents  removed  to 
Pittsneld.  In  1805.  forming  a  partnership  with  Ebenezer  Center,  under 
the  hrm  name  of  Center  &  Campbell,  he  went  into  mercantile  business. 
The  next  vear  he  was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  unfortunate  Berk- 
shire Bank.  On  the  incorporation  of  the  Pittsheld  Woolen  and  Cotton 
Factory  Company,  in  1S14,  he  was  one  of  its  five  directors,  holding  thir- 
teen shares  of  stock.  The  factory  went  into  operation  in  1815.  he  with 
Lem.uel  Pom.eroy  having  general  control  of  its  affairs.  Li  those  years 
Mr.  Campbell  also  engaged  v/ith  much  success  in  the  manufacture  and 
export  of  the  oil  of  peppermint. 

In  1825  the  P'onto-.suc  Wcolen  Manufacturing  Company  was 
chartered  and  the  building  of  the  factory  begun.  It  was  completed  and 
went  into  operation  in  1827.  At  the  ftjrmal  organization  Henry  Shaw- 
was  chosen  president  of  the  company:  David  Campbell.  Jr.,  genera! 
agent:  Thaddeus  Clapp,  superintendent,  and  George  W.  Campbell,  clerk 
and  treasurer.  Here  power  looms  were  fir-^t  used  in  Berkshire.  The 
'■'  Histor}-  of  Pittsfield  "  thus  speaks  <jf  2\lr.  David  Campbell.  Jr.,  and 
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the  esteem  in  \vhich  he  was  held:  "The  confidence  of  his  associates 
in  his  knowledi^e,.  sound  judg"inent  and  integritv  was  unhoundesl,  and 
his  contemporaries  paint  liini  as  shrewd,  reticent,  a  cli:se  oljscrver  of 
men  and  things,  strict  in  his  deahng-s,  but  with  a  warm  heart  and  a 
kindly  manner  for  th.ose  who  dealt  fairly  and  frankly  with  him."  He 
was  active  in  business  till  liis  death.  June  30,  1S35.  when  he  left  an 
interest  enjoyed  by  his  chiklren.  grandchildren  and  great-grandchildren 
at  this  day. 

He  married,  October  4.  1809,  Xancy.  daughter  of  Daniel  and  La- 
vina  (Phelps)  Pepocn,  and  was  the  father  of  the  following  children: 
George;  Caroline  Lavina  (Mrs.  Kellogg):  David,  third';  Edward,  wdio 
died  in  infancy;  Edward  Warner:  and  Robert  Pepoon.  ^Irs.  Xancy 
Campbell  died  at  Pittsheld.  June  8.  1823. 

JOHX  H.  COEFIXG. 

A  strong  man  and  of  the  type  whose  monuments  are  great  thri\-- 
ing  industries,  was  he  whose  name  introduces  these  memoirs.  Like 
many  other  of  the  descendants  of  those  rugged  English  coli.mists  who 
sought  an  early  opportunity  to  escape  a  tyrannous  home  rule,  including 
rehigious  persecution,  and  who  eventually  revolted  against  a  slavish  c<j1- 
onial  dependence.  John  H.  Cofflng  proved  to  be  a  man  of  progress  equal 
to  the  duty  of  the  hour,  a  leader  amc>ng  his  fellowmen,  a  man  of  ideas, 
and  with  the  full  courage  of  his  convicticMis  always. 

Tristram  Coffin,  the  Englishman  who  founded  the  American  fam- 
ily of  Coffin  (here  Coffng — the  terminal  letter  having  been  affixed  by 
the  father  of  the  immediate  subject  of  these  memoirs),  was  locaterl  in 
the  Island  of  X'antucket  as  its  records  show  as  early  as  1660,  and  his 
rude  habitation  erected  in  1686  still  stands,  a  most  interesting  memorial 
of  old  colonial  days. 
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John  H.  Cofnng-  w  as  Ix.  rn  at  Sali>hur) .  Coiiiiecticut,  February  3. 
181 1.  His  tatlier.  Captain  Jolin.  C.  G^fTine.  bad  an  interest  in  the  iron 
manufacturing  of  that  locality,  and  conducted  also  a  general  store.  The 
son  received  for  the  period  an  unusually  liberal  education,  attending 
the  famous  Vermont  militaiy  schiX)!  conducted  by  Captarn  Aldcn  Part- 
ridge,, then  entering  West-field  (Massachusetts)  Academy  and  being 
latterly  under  tuition  of  Dr.  3>lark  Hopkins.  Hi-,  earliest  employment 
Avas  in  his  father's  store  at  Salisbury,  and  it  \vas  there  that  he  had  early 
opportunity  to  familiarize  himself  with  many  of  the  details  of  iron 
manufacturing.  Captain  John  C.  Cofhng  having  sold  out  his  Connec- 
ticut interests  and  located  in  ]-'>erkshire  county,  Massachusetts,  was 
largely  instrumfiital  in  the  erection  in  1829  of  the  iron  furnace  at 
Richmond,  and  in  1833-4,  with  others,  built  the  furnace  for  pig-iron 
manufacttu'ing  at  \'an  Deui^enville.  With  the  operatii:>n  of  this  latter 
plant  the  son  became  in  1836  actively  identified.  ]n  1844,  upon  the 
nicorporaticn  of  the  Richmond  Iron  Works,  uinting  the  Richmond  and 
Van  Deusenville  iron  manufacturing  interests,  John  H.  Coffmg  became 
the  manager  and  business  agent  of  the  company,  a  connection  which  con- 
tinued up  to  his  practical  retirement  from  active  business  life  in  1867. 
It  was  largely  through  his  personal  technical  knowledge  of  iron  manu- 
facture that  th.e  product  of  the  Ivichmond  Iron  W^jrks  was  soon  of  the 
highest  standard  of  oxellence.  and  it  was  in  large  measure  due  to  his 
business  acumen  that  it  speedily  attained  that  reputation,  finding  favor 
with  the  United  States  government  and  being  extensively  used  tliere- 
by.  after  the  mo'st  heroic  tests  in  the  manufactiu'e  of  cannon.  ]\Ir.  Cof- 
fing  was  essentially  a  builder.  Ha\'ing  established  with  his  associates 
upon  the  firmest  of  foundations  the  iron  making  interests  al:ove  referred 
to.  he  sought  other  fields  for  investment.  He  became  a  stockholder 
m  the  M';nument  Mills,  still  and  fijr  many  years  'the  great  industry  of 
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Hoiisatonic. "  He  interested  himself  actixely  also  in  the  promotion  of 
the  locnl  railroad  interests,  particularly  the  Stockbridge  S:  Pittsfield  and 
Berkshire  Railroads,  serving-  for  a  number  of  }-ears  as  president  of  the 
latter.  He  -was  on  the  directorates  of  the  Mechanics  and  Savings 
Panic  of  Great  Barrington.  and  the  Housatonic  National  Bank.  Stock- 
bridg;e. 

His  public  spirit  was.  evinced  in  many  ways.  It  was  he  who  fur- 
nished the  model  of  the  Soldiers"  }iIonument,  Great  Barrington.  and  he 
contributed  large!}-  to  the  cost  of  its  erection.  He  defrayed  a  large 
share  of  the  expense  of  Trinity  church  building  at  Van  Dcusenville. 
He  devised  a  sum'  for  the  building  of  the  liouse  of  Mercy  iMortuary 
Chape!  ai  Pittsfield.  Politically  h.e  was  originally  an  old  line  Whig,  and 
from  its  formation  a  member  of  the  Republican  party,  sen-ing  as  a  de!e- 
gate  to  I'ne  national  convention  which  in  i860  nominated  Abraham  Lin- 
coln for  the  presiden.cy.  His  patriotism  found  free  vcni  during  the  dark 
(lays  of  the  rebellit'n  when  voice  and  purse  were  e\-er  at  his  country's  serv- 
ice. A  life-time  associate  of  'Sir.  Cofhng  pays  this  tribute  to  liis  old 
friend :  "  In  matters  of  business  yir.  Coffing  exercised  sound  judgment 
and  great  foresight,  weighing  carefully  the  subject  presented,  e.xpress- 
ing  his  views  with  originality  and  clearness  and  acting  promptly  and  ef- 
ficiently. Open  and  frank,  proverljially  truthful  and  honest  himself  he 
would  brook  no  duplicity  or  deceit  in  others.  With  more  than  ordinary 
mechanical  skill,  he  combined  good  taste  and  an  appreciation  of  the  beau- 
tiful;  he  did  well  what  he  did:  built  v.-ell  what  he  built,  always  with  an 
eye  to  usefulness  and  durability,  and  bene\'o!ent  anrl  generous  in  his 
public  contributions,  he  was  ever  ready  to  assist  in  a  worthy  object. 
His  private  gifts  to  the  needy  were,  nu.merous,  unostentatious — often 
unsolicited.  }^[any  \ourig  men  have  profited  by  his  counsel  and  many 
have  received  from  him  substantial  pecmiarv  aid."'    His  declinins:  vears 
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were  spent  in  iinpro\  in!4-  'his  farm  and  Ijeaulifying-  his.  home  at  Van  Deu- 
senviile.  v.here  he  died  An!2'u>t  14.  18S2.  He  married,  Fein-uary  27. 
1S33,  Rel^ecca  F.  Bostwick.  oi  SaHsbury.    She  died  Oct.jl)er  ih.  1903. 


JAMES  FESTUS  :MILLER. 

Tames  F.  ^liller.  deeeased.  who  during  a  long-  and  active  hfe  bore  a 
most  usef'jl  part  in  the  community  am.iMig  wb.om  his  }  ears  were  passed, 
was  born  Juiy  30,  1S25,  in  tlie  town  of  ^Jiddlefield,  Hampshire  county. 
Massachusetts. 

James  ^liUer,  father  of  James  F.  ^^Iiller,  was  born  in  Cliester,  ]\bas- 
sachusetts,  in  179S.  He  was  a  man  of  strong  mentahty,  business  abiHty 
and  unerring  judgment,  and  for  the  long  period  of  thirty-five  years 
served  in  the  capacity  of  superintendent  of  the  Plunkett  Woolen  ^lanu- 
facturing  Company's  mills  in  Hinsdale,  ^vlassachusetts,  this  record  speak- 
ing for  itself.  In  1S24,  by  the  Rev.  Jonathan  xVash,  ]\lr.  Miller  v.-as 
united  in  marriage  to  Lucy  Starr,  born  in  Eancslxjre),  Massachusetts,  in 
1796.  and  the  following  named  children  were  born  to  them:  James 
Festus,  mentioned  hereinafter.  Eliza  A.,  who  became  the  wife  of  Sum- 
ner Church,  of  Middleheld.  ^Massachusetts.  Emily,  who  became  the 
wife  of  a  'Slv.  Smith,  and  tliey  with  their  tv^o  children  reside  in  Chi- 
cago, Illinois.  Ellen,  who  becan-ie  the  wife  of  Frank  Sawyer,  of  Elins- 
dale,  and  they  and  their  three  children — Fred,  Robert  and  Mary — make 
their  home  in  Chicago'.  Illinois. 

James  F.  [Miller  obtained  a  knowledge  of  the  rudimentary  branches 
of  education  in  the  rural  district  school,  and  this  was  supplemented 
by  attendance  for  a  few  years  at  a  private  kjarding  school  at  I'uultney, 
\'ermont.  After  completing  his  studies  he  secured  a  position  as  clerk 
in  the  store  '■f        Plunkett  Woolen  Manufacturing  Company  in  Hins- 
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dale,  in  whcse  sen-ice  his  father  was  also  employed,  remaining-  there  for 
a  nninber  of  )-ears.  At  tlie  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war,  when  the 
counlry  was  in  sore  need  of  the  services  of  her  loyal  citizens,  Air.  iNIiller 
went  to  Xew  York  city  and  enlisted  in  the  One  Hundred  ai-id  Seventy- 
sixth  Regiment.  Xew  York  A'oluuteers.  Th.roughout  all  the  engage- 
ments in  which  his  regiment  participated  he  served  creditably  and  faith- 
fully, and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  returned  to  the  position  he  re- 
signed in  order  to  ser\-e  his  country.  For  about  ten  years  he  resided  on 
the  old  Miller  homestead,  and  in  i8S6  removed  to  Fittsfield,  where  for 
a  period  of  six  years  he  carried  the  Uruted  States  mail  from  the  depot  to 
the  pi'Stofnce.  About  the  year  1S95  retired  from  acti\-e  pursuits,  and 
thereafter  up  to  the  time  of  his  decease  enjoyed  the  reward  of  a  wall 
spent  life.  He  was  an  attendant  of  the  South  Congregational  church, 
and  in  all  worthv  enterprises  gave  a  strong  and  earnest  support.  He  was 
a  staunch  advocate  of  the  principles  of  Democracy,  casting  his  vote  with 
that  party  froni  the  time  he  attained  his  majority.  He  was  a  men.iber 
of  Berkshire  Post,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  In  1S76  Mr.  ]\Ii!ler 
married  Jenn.ie  E.  Day,  daughter  of  Alvin  and  Esther  ( Cross j  Day,  of 
Hinsdale,  Massachusetts,  who  were  the  parents  of  several  children,  among 
whom  v.-ere :  Carrie  I.,  who  resides  with  Mrs.  ?\Iiller;  Edw  ard  W.,  who 
is  engaged  in  the  printing  business  in  Pittstield;  Homer  I.,  who  also  re- 
sides with  ]\Ir5.  }kliller;  and  Eugene  A.  Day,  who  resides  in  the  neigh- 
boring town  of  Hinsdale.  'Sir.  Miller  passed  away  at  his  pleasant  hiome, 
Xo.  22  First  street,  Pittsfield^  February  11,  1904.  His  widow,  prior  to 
her  marriage,  taught  school  in  Hinsdale  for  a  period  of  twelve  years, 
and  many  of  the  residents  of  that  town  will  recall  the  amount  of  per- 
suasive povv-er  she  used  in  her  endeavors  to  instill  in  their  minds  the 
knowledge  she  wished  to  impart. 
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ALEXANDER  KENNEDY. 

Ever\-\vhere  the  sons  cf  Scotia  hrive  proved  ec|iial  to  large  respon- 
sibilities and  the  Berkshire  Hill  corntrv  has  its  share  of  men  of  that 
nationality  or  ancestiy  whose  career?  haA'e  made  for  progress.  Of  these 
the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  these  memoirs  is  a  generally 
recognized  exponent. 

Alexander  Kennedy  was  born  December  14,  1S40,  in  Dumfries- 
shire, .Scotland,  quitting  school  and  his  country  home  to  become  appren- 
ticed for  a  tour  years'  term  to  learn  the  dry  goods  business  in  the  lead- 
ing house  of  Dumfries  by  which  he  continued  to  be  employed  for  an 
additional  fou.r  years.  Thus  initial!}'  vrcll  equipped  for  the  business 
which  was  destined  to  be  his  life  work,  and  ambitious  to  enter  a  field  of 
broader  and  more  promising  prospects,  he  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1S65  and  secured  immediate  employment  with  the  well-known  Church- 
ill, Watson  &  Company  di'y  goods  house  of  Boston,  ]\Ea5sachusetts,  tlius 
early  becoming  inducted  to  the  best  possible  advantage  into  the  new 
world  business  methods  of  his  trade.  Three  years  later  he  entered  into 
business  for  himself  in  Worcester,  ^^lassachusetts,  subsec[uently  removing 
to  Albany,  Nev/  York,  to  engage  in  the  same  line,  remaining  in  the 
last  named  cities  for  periods  of  three  years  and  finding;  each  alike  well 
supplied  with  dry  goods  merchants  of  large  means  and  abundant  enter- 
prise. The  preferred  sale  of  the  Smith  &  Wallace  dry  goods  business 
at  Pittsfield,  ^lassachusetts,  coming  to  tlie  notice  of  ]\Ir.  Kennedy  and 
!Mr.  W.  D.  Maclnnes  resulted  in  its  purchase  by  them  and  the  subse- 
quent building  up  of  one  of  the  largest  mercantile  establishments  in 
western  Massachusetts,  dra^ving•  a  constantly  increasing  and  well  satis- 
fied patronage  from  Berkshire  and  adjoining  counties.  The  firm  trans- 
acted business  as  Kennedy  &  MacTnnes  Com.i)any  up  to  Eebruary  i,  1905, 
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when  it  \va>  incorporr.tcd  a?  The  Kenned _\ -IVlacTnncs  Corn[>any,  ^[r. 
Kenncay  h^ing  it?  treasMrer. 

'Mr.  Kennedy  i?  a  \aiucd  and  valual.ile  citizen  keenly  interested  in 
and  contrii)utor\-  to  all  methods,  mensm'es  and  ciiterprises  that  appealed 
to  him  as  calculated  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  home  of  his  adop- 
tion. Ke  served  with  efnciency  as  president  of  Pittshcld's  board  of 
trade;  is  a  director  of  Pittsfield  National  Bank,  and  Pittsficid  Street 
Railway  Company:  jjresident  of  the  Pittsfield  Electric  Light  Cumpanv 
and  one  of  tlie  founders  and  first  president  of  the  local  branch  of  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  He  is  a  member  of  the  board  of 
investment  of  tiie  Berkshire  County  Savings  Bank.  He  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  the  late  John  Rodgers,  the  well  known  machinist  and  builder 
of  engines  of  Albany,  Xew  York.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kennedy 
are :  Ethel,  Zvlary  R..  Alexanrj£r,  Jr.,  and  Isabel.  The  son  is  a  Cornell 
University  junior.  Th.e  family  are  members  of  the  First  Congrega- 
tional church,  Mr.  Kennedy  being  one  of  its  board  of  deacons. 

FRED  FOREST  DOWTTX. 

Fred  Forest  Dowlin.  v.rio  is  known  as  a  man  of  high  attainments 
and  as  one  who  iias  achie^•ed  success  at  the  bar,  was  born  in  Xorth 
Adams,  June  19.  186S,  being  a  son  of  Marsh.all  R.  and  Sijphia  (Mc- 
Goon)  Dowlin.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Bradford,  Xew  Hamp- 
shire, and  there  grew  to  years  of  maturit}-  and  resided  until  1861,  when 
he  removed  to  Concord,  v.-here  he  learned  the  harness  maker's  trade. 
About  1864  he  took  up  his  abode  in  X'orth  Adams,  and  with  the  excep- 
tion of  alyjut  four  years  v/nile  engaged  in  business  in  W'estfield  he  re- 
sided here  until  his  life's  labors  v>'ere  ended  in  death,  passing  away 
November  3.  1904.    In  addition  to  the  success  v.T.ich  he  achieved  as  a 
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harness  maker,  he  invented  sevcni!  articles  which  prnvecl  \'ahiable  and 
brought  liini  handsome  returns,  one  of  the  most  prominent  of  tlicse  being" 
the  Dowlin.  hook  sv.'iA'cl  for  headstalls,  \\hile  andthcr  was  the  Dowiin 
double-purchase  trunk  strap.  Soane  of  the  articles  which  he  in\'ented 
vrere  manufactured  by  himself  and  some  by  others,  he  recei\ing-  ro_\-al- 
ties.  He  was  an  energetic  and  straigluforward  business  man.  a  staunch 
Republican,  and  for  many  year?  a  mem]>er  of  the  ]\lethi:idist  church. 
a  citizen,  neighbor  and  friend  he  was  upright,  kind  and  charital:)]e.  and 
as  husband  and  father  he  faith.fully  fultilicd  every  obligation.  At  his 
death  he  left  his  widow  and  three  sons.  Ra.lph.  who  succeeded  t-j  his  fath- 
er's leatiier  g^'oods  manufacturing  at  Xorlh  Ai.lams;  Dr.  W'infrcd  Ah.  of 
Oaremont.  Xew  Hampshire:  an.d  Fred  F..  whose  name  intr(jduces  this 
re\iew. 

Fred  Forest  Dowlin  recei-ved  his  early  educational  training  in  the 
public  schools  of  Xorth  Adams,  this  being  supplemented  by  a  course 
of  study  in  St.  Joseph's  College.  Ottawa,  Canada,  and  subsequent  atten- 
dance at  Troy  Conference,  from  which  institution  he  was  graduated. 
His  professional  studies  were  pursued  in  the  Boston  Unix'ersity  Law 
School,  where  he  recei\-ed  the  degree  of  B.  L.  Returning  to  Xorth 
Adams  he  entered  into  a  partnership  assc^ciation  for  the  practice  of  law 
with  E.  H.  Beer,  under  the  firm  name  Beer  &  Dowlin.  and  this  was 
continued  for  tv.-elve  years,  when  the  partnership  was  dissolved,  June  i, 
1903.  Mr.  Dowlin's  especial  value  to  the  place  of  his  nativity  is  in  the 
extent  and  character  of  his  building  operations,  which  resulted  in  the 
erection  of  some  of  the  most  notable  and  beautiful  of  the  business  blocks 
and  residential  structures  of  X'orth  Adams.  In  the  boldness  of  his  con- 
ceptions and  the  vigor  and  succe-s  of  his  achievements  in  this  direction 
Mr.  Dowlin  stands  alone,  having  accomplished  miore  than  any  other  one 
man  in  this  most  substantial  of  all  lines  of  progress,    tie  built  the  Dowlin 
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block,  one  of  the  handsonic.-t  hiiilding-s  in  the  city.  It  is  located  on 
Main  street,  six  stories  high,  eight}-  feet  front  and  contains  seventy-two 
thousand  square  feet  of  fici^r  space,  which  is  devoted  lf>  the  use  of  stores, 
offices,  clubs,  society  rooms  an.d  haciielor  apartments.  Its  front  eleva- 
tion is  of  Rutlan.d  blue  and  Avhite  marble:  it  is  supplied  with  an  electric 
elevator,  electric  lights  and  al!  modern  imp'rnvements  and  is  entirely 
fire  proof.  Another  notable  structure  for  A\hich  he  is  partly  responsi- 
ble is  th.e  Beer  &  r>:Avlin  block  at  Xo.  85  Eagle  street,  erected  in  1S93. 
It  is  a  four-story  granite  structure  fronting  on  Eagle  and  Luther  streets, 
Avhile  still  an.cther  is  the  Dowlin  block  on  Holder  street,  built  by  ]\Ir. 
Dowlin  in  1S96.  It  is  a  four-story  brick  building  with  white  marble 
trimmings.  'Mr.  Dowlin  has  also  erected  o^'er  one  hundred  and  twetitv- 
nve  dwellings  in  tl:e  city.  The  Dowlin  b!'")ck  and  other  property  are  now 
owned  by  the  Dowlin  Realty-  Trust,  Judge  C.  T.  Phelps.  Cliarles  W. 
Ford  and  Fred  F.  Dowlin.  trustees.  In  the  line  of  his  profession  he  has 
also  achieved-  a  high  degree  of  success,  and  has  been  engaged  on  many 
trial  cases.  He  was  the  junior  counsel  for  the  defense  in  the  celebrated 
O'Xeil  miurder  case  tried  in  Greenfield.  ^lassachusetts,  and  of  which  the 
state  published  a  com-pilete  report,  this  being  one  of  the  first  cases  of  its 
kind  so  published. 

On  the  8th  of  Septen-iber.  1892.  ^Mr.  Dowlin  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Julia  I.  E.  Royce.  a  daughter  of  George  and  Afartha  A.  Royce, 
of  Orwell,  Vermont.  She  became  the  mother  of  one  son,  Marshall  R., 
■vvho  died  in  infancy,  and  her  death  occurred  on  the  13th  of  October, 
1893.  On  the  14th  of  September,  1898.  ^Ir.  Dowlin  married  Jennie 
Belle  Bingham,  a  daugditer  of  ^Ir.  and  Mrs.  David  B.  Bingham,  of 
North  Adams.  ^Massachusetts.  ]^.Ir.  and  Mrs.  Dowlin  have  two  children, 
Fred  Forest,  born  June  13,  1899.  and  Glend^jre  Marshall,  born  July  30, 
1903;  a  third  son.  Myde,  died  in  infancy. 
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ANDREW  J.  V,'ATER?.i'AN. 

Andrew  J.  Waierman,  late  attorney-general  and  leading'  attorney  of 
the  commonwealth,  -was  born  in  Xorth  Adams,  Massachusetts,  June  23, 
1825.  son  of  Wiiiiani  and  Sarah  (Cueklin)  AVatei'man. 

A  liberal  general  education  was  followed  by  his  study  of  law  initial- 
ly under  the  preceptorship  of  Hon.  Keyes  Danforth  and  subsequently 
witii  Kon.  Daniel  X.  Dewey,  AVilliamstown,  and  he  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  of  Berkshire  couTity,  iMarch  iS,  1854.  His  initial  practice  was  in 
partnership  association  at  A\'iHiamsto\-\n  with  Mr.  Danforth. 

He  was  appointed  register  of  probate  in  1855,  ^-"^^  ^^5^>  Jtfter 
the  courts  of  probate  and  insolvency  were  consolidated,  he  wa^  chosen 
register  of  probate  and  insolvency,  which  oftice  he  resigned  in  1881. 
In  1880,  he  was  appointed  district  attorney  to  fill  an  unexpired  term 
and  was  cliOsen  for  that  office  for  tlie  three  succeeding  terms,  resigning 
therefrom  in  1887,  when  nominated  b}-  the  Republican  .party  to  the 
state  attorney  generalship,  to  which  he  was  elected  in  1887-8S-89.  Mr. 
Waterman  was  president  for  a  number  of  years  of  the  Pittsfield  National 
Bank  and  one  of  its  directors  for  many  }ears,  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  City  Savings  Bank,  and  active  in  his  interest  and  identification  with 
numerous  other  important  institutions. 

He  married,  at  East  Boston,  ^Massachusetts,  January  7,  185S,  Ellen, 
daughter  of  Henry  H.  and  Nancy  (Comstock)  Cooke. 

The  following  is  a  tribute  paid  to  the  memory-  of  the  late  Andrew 
J.  Waterman  by  Hon.  John  F.  Noxon,  delivered  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Berkshire  County  Ear  Association: 

"  My  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Waterman  began  in  18S1,  when  I  com.- 
nienced  the  practice  of  law  in  his  oftice.  He  had  but  recently  been  ap- 
pointed to  fdl  a  vacancy  in  the  oftice  of  district  attorney.  During  most 
of  the  time  from  that  linie  until  his  death,  we  v.ere  associated  in  busi- 
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ness  and  in  tlie  trial  of  cases.  The  relationship  so  long  continued  grew 
in  its  iutin-.acy  witii  the  {)rogTess  of  time.  He  early  made  me  'his  friend. 
The  tics  ox  love  and  esteem  which  bouiid  me  to  him  strengthened  to  the 
end.  W'lien  his  summons  came.  I  felt  that  there  had  gone  out  of  my  life 
something  which  was  never  to  be  filled. 

"  What  I  have  to  say  to-day  must  necessarily  be  personal  in  its 
character.  If  it  shall  appear  to  be  over-laudatory,  it  is  perhaps  sufticient 
to  sav  it  is  the  natural  expression  of  one,  who  long  ago  learned  the 
wisdom  of  the  injunction  '  the  friends  thou  hast  and  their  affections  tried, 
grapple  theni  to  thy  soul  wkh  hoops  of  steel.' 

"There  is  no  time  in  the  life  of  a  lawyer  when  assistance  in  the 
vexatious  questions  that  arise  in  the  prosecution  of  his  profession  meets 
Avith  such  grateful  acceptance  as  during  the  first  few  years  of  his  prac- 
tice. And  fortunate,  indeed,  is  one  if  lie  finds  some  lawyer  of  ripe  ex- 
j.^erience  and  good  judgment  to  whom_  he  can  turn  for  advice  in  his 
extremity  with  .the  feeling  that  help  will  be  given  in" such  a  way  as  to 
lea\-e  the  ip-ipressicn  that  it  was  a  pleasure  to  give,  and  more  important 
still  so  that  the  recipient  shall  not  feel  as  he  turns  away  that  the  iriouse 
has  been  to  the  mountain.  Such  a  man  in  my  early  practice  I  found 
^Ir.  Waterman  to  be;  and  this  side  of  his  nature  was  not  exhibited  alone 
to  me      my  brethren  of  the  bar  will  bear  me  witness. 

'■  I  think  it  is  safe  to  say  that  no  lawyer  of  his  county  was  so  much 
consulted  by  the  younger  members  of  the  bar  as  he,  when  his  duties 
were  such  that  his  assistance  was  available.  He  liked  }'Oung  men  and 
he  wanted  them  to  succeed.  We  all  know  that  it  ^vas  a  common  occur- 
rence for  himi  in  the  trial  of  cases  when  he  was  associated  as  senior 
coiuise!  to  urge  that  the  junior  make  the  argument  in  the  case  to  the 
jury.  He  knew  it  would  give  confidence  and  would  be  a  benefit  to  the 
young  practitioner,  and  he  was  so  good  a  judge  of  human  nature  as  to 
l>now  that  it  would  not  prejudice  the  client's  case.  He  was  fortunate 
in  his  disposition  towards  young  men.  This  trait  built  up  around  him 
a  friendship  from  among  the  younger  members  of  the  bar  that  was 
always  eager  to  assert  itself  when  occasion  presented. 

"As  a  lawyer  he  won  for  himself  early  a  position  in  the  bar  of 
Western  Massachusetts  of  the  first  influence.  His  advancement  was 
not  in  any  degree  procured  or  promoted  by  ad\-entitious  circumstances. 
Possessing  in  more  than  ordinar}-  degree  a  knowledge  of  human  na- 
ture, endowed  with  great  common  sense,  a  man  of  sound  moral  prin- 
ciples, a  willingness  and  capacity  for  hard  work,  these  were  the  pre- 
eminent qualities  of  the  rnan. 

On  a  legal  proposition  he  never  could  split  hairs.  He  was  not 
a  great  orator — he  never  carried  cases  in  his  hat,  but  possessed  a  judi- 
cial mind,  and  a.s  a  trier  of  cases  ];efore  either  court  or  jur}^  he  achieved 
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results.  He  had  a  faculty  of  winning  hi-  cases.  His  understanding  of 
the  principles  of  law  was  seldom  at  fault.  His  method  of  preparing  a 
case  where  Cjuestions  of  law  were  involved  was  to  get  at  tlie  correct  prin- 
ciple of  law  underlying  it  and  when  he  had  satisfied  himself  on  that  he 
hammered  awav,  if  you  v.-ill  permit  the  expression,  on  the  re;\son  ot 
the  thing.  He  believed  that  the  law  \\-as  based  on  justice;  that  his 
client's  interests  A\ere  best  subscr\ed  by  advising  him  to  do  what  was 

"  His  experience  for  so  many  years  in  the  office  of  register  ot  pro- 
bate where  he  had  been  called  upon  so  often  to  smooth  out  differences 
that  arise  in  the  settlement  of  estate?  probably  nurtured  this  disposition 
on  his  part,  but  it  was  b.is  heritage,  innate.  I  hr\\c  known  mauy  in- 
stances where  br.th  parties  to  a  ctnitrovers}-  have  called  upon  him  to 
adjust  their  differences.  He  was  a  genlleman  always — in  the  trial  of 
cases  his  attitude  towards  hostile  witnesses  was  never  irritating.  He 
ne^  er  created  symrxathy  for  the  other  side  b\-  rudeness  of  attack. 

•■'  He  was  as  honest  a  man  as  I  ever  knew.  He  wanted  to  know^  the 
exact  facts  in  a  case  and  he  was  just  as  insistent  in  getting  at  the  exact 
law  that  should  govern  them.  I  do  not  belie\-e  he  ever  argued  wittingly 
unsound  law,  something  T  fear  that  a  good  many  of  us  in  the  stress 
of  a  hard  case  find  it  pretty  hard  not  to  do.  This  honesty  ol"  the  man 
earned  for  him  the  well  known  sobriquet  '  Plonest  Jack  \\'aternian,"  and 
this  well  known  quality  gave  him  great  influence  not  only  beioie  jiu^ors 
but  before  judges  as  well.  He  was  an  open-minded  man.  He  ^vel- 
comed  light  always.  He  was  a  man  furthermore  of  sti'ong  con\-iction5. 
He  allov.-ed  no  influence  to  muille  tlie  voice  of  duty.  He  would  not 
sacrifice  principle  or  tem.porize  with  the  plain  indication  of  duty  to 
secure  preferment.  He  always  had  the  courage  of  his  conviction. 
Whether  as  a  citizen,  a  lawyer,  a  public  ser\ant  or  holding  important 
position  in  business  institutions,  he  was  positive  and  outspoken. 

His  views  on  public  questions  were  always  well  known  and  they 
were  never  clotlied  to  fit  his  audience.  Always  a  strong  temperance  man, 
on  his  first  api)earance  on  the  platform  when  a  candidate  fijr  the  office 
of  district  attorney  he  fairly  frightened  some  of  his  political  friends 
by  his  strong  utterances  on  that  question.  Apparently  he  never  counted 
the  cost  when  facing  what  he  believed  to  be  a  iluty.  He  cared  nothing 
for  a  smooth  road.  Notable  instances  of  this  he  furnished  when  dis- 
trict attorney  in  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  a  manufacturer  in  this 
county  for  maintaining  a  dam  which  he  belie\-ed  to  1ie  a  nuisance,  which 
act  was  opposed  to  the  interests  of  every  manufacturer  in  his  district. 
Another  instance  was  seen  in  his  investigation  of  certain  acts  of  the 
West  End  Railway  Company  of  Bo=:ton  Avln'le  he  was  attorney  general. 
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Avherehv  lie  brought  agTuiist  hiiiifelf  the  whole  influence  of  that  power- 
ful corf-oiration. 

"  In  th.o  eyes  of  a  politician,  llie-e  various  acts  were  mistakes. 
Thev  endangered  his  hold  upon  ofhcc.  In  the  cstin.iaiion  of  such  a 
one  h.e  sh.ould  have  ]:een  gin-ern.ed  in  his  course  by  his  own  interest. 
It  was  iniji'js.sible  for  Mr.  Waternviti  to  be  moved  by  considerations  of 
this  character.  There  was  nothing  of  the  jKilitician  in  him.  It  was  not 
in  him  to  shape  his  course  by  anything  but  the  star  of  lu's  conscience. 
Tne  world  lias  few  of  such  men.  These  are  the  really  trtte  men,  and 
they  are  the  men  wl;o  influence  th.cir  fellows.  The  bar  of  this  county 
:\o  ^\c^  to  cherish  his  memory — such  men  give  standing  to  the  whole 
bar.    'J'hev  are  the  type  of  men  to  be  emulated."" 

FREDERICK  AI.rH.-V  ROBERTS. 

Practicing-  in  partnership  association  at  Pittstleld  with  Dr.  Oscar  S. 
Roberts,  whose  personal  and  genealogical  memoirs  are  contained  here- 
in, is  his  nepliew.  Dr.  Frederick  A.  Roberts,  son  of  Mr.  Edward  L.  Rob- 
erts, retired  merchant  of  Brattlebcro,  \'ermont.  I'lie  younger '  gentle- 
man, like  the  elder,  has  given  abundruit  demonstration  that  his  choice 
of  a  profession  was  well  advised,  and  he,  too,  e-.-inces  possession  of  his 
full  sliare  of  those  mo>t  valuable  and  useful  of  hereditaments  from  his 
sturdy  Xew  England  ancestors.,  industn,-  and  integrity. 

Frederick  Alpha  Roberts  was  born  at  Jacksonville,  Vernnint,  June 
i8,  1863;  attended  th.e  pui:)Hc  schools  of  his  nati\e  place,  and  shortly 
after  attaining  his  majority  established  himself  in  the  bxit  and  shoe 
business  at  Erattleboro.  \'ermont.  He  subsequently  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile pursuits  in  Xew  York,  and  while  in  the  latter  city  in  1893  con- 
ceived the  idea  of  adopting  the  practice  of  medicine  as  his  life  work.  To 
this  end  he  immediately  entered  tipon  the  study  of  the  standard  medical 
text  books  in  conjunction  with  his  clerical  mercantile  lab)rs,  devoting 
himself  more  and  m.ore  attentively  io  th.e  furmer.  while  his  in.terest  in 
coniniercial  pursuits  as  steadily  abated  and  finally  in  iSgi  he  aban- 
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doncci  the  latter  upon  his  entrance  to  the  inech'cal  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity 01  Xew  York.  After  one  year's  attendance  upon  the  lectures  and 
clinics  of  this  institution,  he  entered  the  College  of  Physician^  and  Sur- 
g'eons,  Baltintore,  Maiyland.  from  which  he  was  graduated  w  itli  die  class 
of  1S97.  In  June  of  th.at  year  he  e^taldished  himself  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession  at  Pittsfield.  in  the  office  of  his  uncle  heretofore  referred 
to,  and  it  is  a  sufficient  attestation  of  his  general  equipment  as  a  ])rac- 
titioner  that  since  1900  he  has  been  in  partnership  association  with  Dr. 
O.  S.  Roberts,  sliaring  with  that  di=tinguish>cd  ph}-sician  a  full  measure 
of  the  responsibilities  of  a  great  practice.  Dr.  F.  .A.  Roberts  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Massachusetts  State  ]\ledical  Association,  and  the  Berkshire 
Medical  Society.  His  fraternal  connection  is  with  Free  Masonry  and 
Odd  Fellowship,  beirig  a  member  in  th.e  former  of  Alystic  Lodge.  F.  and 
A.  'SI.,  Berkshire  Chapter.  R.  A.  AF,  aiid  I'ittsfield  Commandery,  K.  T. ; 
and  in  the  latter  a  member  of  W'antasticpiet  Lodge,  Brattleboro.  He 
married.  }day  2,  1901.  Florence  A.,  daughter  of  Mr.  Wallace  A.  Bard- 
well,  a  native  of  Hampden  county,  ^Massachusetts,  but  ntore  recently  of 
Flmira,  Xew  York;  now  an  expert  accountant  in  Pittsfield,  [Nfassa- 
chusetts.  where  he  also  has  charge  of  the  books  of  the  E.  D.  Jones  Com- 
pany. 

THEODORE  GEORGE  RA:MSDELL. 

Thcc<lore  G.  Ramsdell.  deceased,  whose  successful  business  career 
in  Housatonic,  Berkshire  count),  [Massachusetts,  displayed  executive 
ability  of  a  high  order,  admirable  judgment  and  foresight,  traces  his 
ancestry  to  Abijah  Ramsdell,  who  was  born  in  England  in  i6()^,  and 
upon  his  arrival  in  America  settled  in  L}nn,  Massachusetts,  lite  line 
of  descent  is  through  his  son,  Abijah  Ramsdell,  to 

Ramsdell,  Captain  William,  who  was  l:i,rn  in  Lynn,  ^dassachttsetts. 
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April  ic,  1766.  He  folinwed  the  sea  froir.  early  youth  until  about  fifty 
vears  of  ag-e.  when  lie  retired  to  a  farm  in  T^Iilford,  New  TTanip^hire, 
and  remained  there  uauil  his  death  in  1S42.  His  education  was  gained 
in  the  various  parts  of  the  wovU  which  he  visited.  He  was  a  sailor 
of  unusualiv  v.-ide  experience,  and  a  successful  captain,,  commanding 
an  Hast  India  mercluantman  sailing-  from  Salem  harlx^r.  He  was  a 
charter  n-jember  of  ]\filford  Lyceum  "  (educational  and  literary  society) 
and  one  of  its  ni'>5t  active  and  efficient  workers.  He  was  the  father  of 
Ramsdell.  John,  born  December  30,  1809.  in  Salem,  Massachusetts. 
He  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  ^Milford  and  at  a  private 
school  in  Xashua.  For  t\vo  years  he  served  before  'the  mast,  and  for 
three  vears  as  third  mate  and  supeixargo  on  merchantmen  to  South 
America.  Suiruitra,  the  ^.lediterranean  and  Holland.  He  then  took  up 
farm'ng'  and  tanningf  ill  ^.lilford.  Xew  Hampshire,  and  later  acted  as 
stat'on  ag-ent  at  Amherst  and  }iIilford  four  years.  In  middle  life  he 
moved  to  Tama,  Iowa,  and  became  one  of  its  pioneer  settlers,  finishing 
his  days  as  a  farmer.  He  seiwed  in  the  capacity  of  supervisor  of  Tama 
county,  mayor  of  Tama  city,  and  county  superintendent  of  schools.  He 
was  an  active  member  of  "  r^lilford  Lyceum  "  v.-hile  a  resident  of  Mil- 
ford,  and  its  poetic  agent,  he  having  been  an  excellent  writer  of  prose 
and  poetry.  As  one  of  the  original  abolitionists,  he  wrote,  talked  and 
vv'orked  fervently  for  the  cause.  The  demand  of  the  south  that  the 
north  should  render  up  fugitive  slaves  brought  from  him  a  p<oem,  which 
appeared  in  the  public  prints  of  almost  every  north.ern  paper.  He  was 
a  Ccngregationalist,  and  was  one  of  the  "  Comers-Out  "  whu  withdrew 
from  the  church  on  account  of  its  lukewarmness  on  the  question  of 
slavery. 

Mr.  Ramsdell  married  Taska  Theresa  ]\[oore,  wdio  was  born  Jan- 
itaiy  7.  iSio,  in  ^Milford.  Xew  Hainpshire,  a  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
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Humphrey  lavl  Haiinah  (Peabodv)  }>ioorf.  Dr.  ]\Ioore  was  a  graduate 
of  Har\-ard  College,  was  a  noted  lecturer  and  preacher,  inany  of  his 
seniioiis  and  learneil  treatises  on  theological  subjects  having  been  pub- 
lished. He  served  one  term  each  in  the  senate  and  legislature,  taking 
an  active  pare  in  anti-slavery  movements.  He  was  a  son  of  Humphrey 
!MiXM-e.  of  Princeton,  ^Massachusetts :  a  grandson  of  Paul  ^.loore;  a  great- 
gTaiul.-on  of  John  ^loorc :  and  a  great-great-grandson  of  John  ]\Ioore. 
the  emigrant  ancestor  from  England.  \A"illiam  Peabody,  Jr.,  the  father 
of  Hannah  (Peabody)  [Nlwre.  was  a  prominent  citizen  of  iMilford,  New 
Hampshire,  serving  fr>ur  terms  in  the  legishuure.  He  was  one  of  the 
original  signers  of  a  paper  drawn  up  by  citizens  of  New  Hampshire  in- 
veighing against  British  rule  and  announcing  their  intention  of  joining 
other  colonists  in  re\'olution.  His  father,  William  Peabody.  Sr.,  was 
the  first  settler  of  ^lilford,  also  a  signer  of  the -above  mentioned  paper. 
The  farm  which  he  cleared  up  was  part  of  an  estate  which  had  been  in 
the  fan;ily  for  over  orie  hundred  years ;  it  was  presented  to  his  father, 
Captain  Steven  Peabody,  by  the  state  of  ^Massachusetts  for  distinguished 
services  rendered  by  his  father.  Lieutenant  Francis  Peabody.  in  King 
Philip's  war.  Captain  Steven  Peabody  enlisted  at  the  age  of  fourteen, 
was  an  enthusiastic  patriot,  but  ^^as  later  removed  from  ptiblic  office 
by  George  HI  because  of  synipathy  with  colonists.  He  was  adjutant- 
general  of  Colcnel  Reid's  regiment  at  Bunlier  Plill,  became  major  of  a 
regiment  sent  under  Colonel  ^^'yman  to  reinforce  troops  in  Canada  in 
1776,  was  volimteer  captain  in  the  alarm  at  Ticonderoga,  aide  to  Gen- 
eral Stark  in  the  battle  of  Bennington,  lieutenant-colonel  under  General 
W'ymrm  during  the  defense  of  Rhode  Island.  Plis  father.  Lieutenant 
Francis  Peabody,  who  rendered  such  distin.guished  servdces  in  King 
Philip's  v.ar,  v/as  the  emigrant  ancestor  from  England.  He  came  over 
in  the  ship  "  Planter  "  to  New  England,  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in 
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Hampton,  and  later  removed  to  Topsfield.  ^Massachusetts,  where  he  be- 
came u  larg-c  landholder  and  was  prominent  ivv  enterprise  and  wealth. 
John  and  I'aska  T.  Oloore)  Ramsdell  were  the  parents  of 

Ramsdell,  Theodore  George,  born  February  8,  1S33.  He  attended 
the  public  schools  of  INIilford.  Xew  Harn])5hiie,  mitil  lie  was  eleven 
years  old,  and  two  years  later  began  his  active  career  by  working-  in  a  cot- 
ton mill  in  ^lason  village,  now  Greenville,  Xew  lianipshire.  He  worked 
successively  in  the  Nashua  ^Manufacturing  Company  and  the  old  mill 
in  IMilford,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  was,  appointed  o\-erseer  of  a  spin- 
ning ro':ni  in  the  new  Souhegan  mil!,  Xew  Hampshire.  After  rejnain- 
ing  tlicre  three  years,  he  resigned  an.d  spent  a  year  at  Appleton  Academy 
Vs-ilh  his  life-long  friend  and  double  cousin,  George  A.  Ramsdell,  who 
later  became  governor  of  X^ew  Hampshire.  Subsequently  he  was  em- 
ployed in  the  cotton  mills  of  Xashua,  Holyoke,  ^Manchester,  and  Indian 
Orcliard,  usually  as  an  overseer,  until  October  iS,  1864,  when  he  was 
called  to  Housatonic  as  superintendent  of  ^Monument  Mills,  and  ren.iained 
there  until  his  death,  March  i,  1903.  In  18S6  he  was  appointed  agent 
and  general  manager  of  the  mills,  becoming  subsequently  a  director  in 
tlie  company,  its  vice-president,  and  a  considerable  stockholder. 

The  exceptional  success  and  growth  of  the  cotton  industry  in 
Housatonic  was  due  in  a  great  measure  to  his  wise  supervision  and  mas- 
tery of  details.  In  the  life  of  the  village  he  was  a  quiet  but  almostl 
controlling  force,  which  was  known  and  recognized  in  every  agency 
\vhich  sought  improvement.  Though  not  a  member,  he  was  a  regular 
attendant  of  the  Congregational  church  of  Housatonic,  w^as  a  member 
of  the  prudential  committee,  gave  largely  to  its  sup^xort,  endowing  it 
generou-ly  at  his  death.  His  public  bequests,  besides  gifts  to  the  church 
and-  House  of  ^ilercy  in  Pittsfield,  included  liberal  provision  for  the 
building  and  establishment  of  a  free  library  for  the  village  of  Housa- 
tonic.   He  was  a  Republican  in  his  political  affiliations. 
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In  ^^'cst  Stockbridge,  A[assacliu?ci ts,  June  12,  1S73,  j\Ir.  Ramsdell 
rr.arried  ]\[ai"y  Rra.iiiard  Spencer,  v/as  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  \\'esr  Stockbridge  and  Xew  York  city,  finishing-  with  a  two  years' 
course  at  Hudson  River  Institute  (later  Claverack  CoHege).  Her 
parents  v.-ere  Thoma-  Hall  and  Hannah  Brainard  (Sinith)  Spencer. 
Thomas  Spencer  was  a  mechanic,  and  ser\-ed  as  representative  and  in 
several  minor  public  cfrices.  Asa  Smith,  father  of  Mrs.  Thomas  Hall 
Spencer,  born  Xovember  28,  17S1,  died  'May  11,  185S,  built  the  first 
cotton  mill  in  Connecticut.  The  children  of  this  union  are  as  follows : 
George  Spencer,  boin  August  7,  1874,  in  Housatonic,  died  in  infancy. 
Edith  Ulcere,  born  April  2,  1876.  in  Housatonic,  was  educated  in  the 
pubh'c  schools  of  Housatonic  and  Great  Barrington,  Housatonic  Hall 
(Great  Barrington),  Howard  Seminary  (A\'est  Bridgewater,  ]\Iassachu- 
setts),  and  \\'ellesley  College.  She  became  the  wife  of  Charles  Gid- 
d'ngs,  a  lawyer,  who  resides  in  ?Iousatonic.  Theodore  Ellis,  born  Sep- 
tember 18.  1877,  was  educated  at  Housatonic  public  school,  Sedgwick 
Institute  (Great  Barrington),  Amherst  College,  Lowell  Textile  School. 
He  is  now  a  cotton  manufacturer,  and  succeeded  his  father  as  agent  of 
the.  Monument  ^Mills.  He  resides  in  Elousatonic.  Thomas  Spencer, 
b-orn  May  15.  1881.  was  educated  in  the  Housatonic  public  school,  Sedg- 
v.-ick  Institute  ('Great  Barrington).  Ca-cadilla  ScIkudI  (Ithaca,  New 
^'ork).  and  Cornell  I'niversity.  He  is  now  a  mechanical  engineer,  and 
resides  at  Housatonic.  [Mary  I^juise,  born  Fel)ruar}-  17,  1883,  attended 
the  Housatonic  and  Great  Barrington  public  schools,  the  schools  of 
Vienna  and  Berlin,  Dana  Hall  r\\'ellesley,  Massachusetts). 
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RAXDALL  HOWARD  RLAXCIIARD.  '  • 

The  wioc'.om  of  specializing  on  the  practice  of  a  profession  that  has 
developed  so  broadly  upon  many  h'nes  as  that  of  medicine  and  surg'ery 
cannot  be  gainsaid  raid  is  being  more  resorted  to  eacli  year.  The 
g-entleman  whose  -.Kune  introduces  this  sketch  is  a  practitioner  of  that 
type. 

Randall  Howard  Jjlanch.ard  was  born.  May  3,  1S72,  in  Portland. 
!Maine.  son  of  William  F.  and  the  late  Harriet.  ( Sturdivant)  Blanchard, 
also  natives  of  Cumberland  county.  He  received  his  initial  schooling  in 
Portland  c.vA  took  his  academic  course  at  St.  Johnshury,  during  which 
latter  period  he  decided  upon  the  adoption  of  the  medical  profession, 
and  toc'k  up  the  study  of  medicine  in  C(_)njunction  with  his  general 
studies  under  the  preceptorship  of  Dr.  J.  E.  Hartshorn,  a  leading  jihy- 
sician  of  that  locality.  In  1893  he  entered  Bel!e\-ue  Hospital  IMedical 
College  (since  merged  with  the  medical  department  of  New  York  L'ni- 
versity).  and  was  graduated  v/ith  the  cla-=3  of  1896.  During  the  fol- 
ing  year  he  had  the  advantage  of  service  in  various  hospitals  of  New 
A'ork  city,  and  then  entered  u]jon  general  practice  at  Deering,  Maine, 
v/here  he  remained  for  one  year.  His  preceptor,  Dr.  Hartshorn,  having 
in  the  meantime  specialized  his  practice  to  diseases  of  the  eye,  ear,  nose 
and  throat.  Dr.  Blanchard  determined  upon  follovvdng  in  his  footsteps 
and  pursued  his  subsequent  study  along  diese  lines  under  Dr.  Irlarts- 
hom,  adding  thereto  the  prescribed  clinical  course  of  the  New  York 
Ophthalmic  and  Aural  Institute.  He  located  in  Pittsfield  in  1902.  He 
is  one  of  the  staff  of  physicians  of  the  House  of  Mercy,  I^ittsfield.  a 
member  of  the  Maine  Medic?d  Society.  Massachusetts  Medical  Society 
and  Aimerican  >dcdical  Association.  Fraternally,  his  connection  is  with 
Crescent  Lo^ige  (  Pittsneldj.  F.  and  A.  M.     Dr.  Blanchard  married, 
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June  i6.  iSoQ.  Caroline,  dau.c^luer  of  John  S.  and  Abbie  Harris,  of  Port- 
land. !Mainc.  Thev  ha\-e  uvo  children.  Xorman  Harris  and  Kcnnetli 
WilHam  Bianchard.    They  reside  at  134  A])p!elou  avenne. 

SAMUEL  CAMP. 

Sanmel  Camp,  of  Great  Barriugton.  was  a  native  of  Connecticut, 
born  in  W'insted.  Litchiieid  county,  ]\ray  5,  1S29,  and  died  in  Great 
Barrington  February  24,  1901,  son  of  Samuel  Sheldon  and  Betsy  (jMal- 
lory)  Camp.  Plis  parents  were  also  naLivcs  of  Winsted,  and  moved 
to  Norfolk,  Connecticut,  the  year  of  his  birth,  having  purchased  a  farm 
ar-d  established  a  chair  factory  in  thai  town. 

Samuel  Sheldon  Camp  was  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Mercy  (Shel- 
don) Camp.  Samuel,  with  his  brother  Piloses,  in  1796,  moved  from 
Norfolk  to  Winsted.  where  they  bought  farms  and  also  carried  on  the 
hatter's  trade.  They  continued  their  I'esidence  there  until  1824.  ■  Their 
father,  ^Moses  Camp,  was  born  in  Durham,  Connecticut,  \Ahere  he  mar- 
ried Thankful  Gaylord.  daughter  of  Lieutenant  Samuel  Gaylord.  He 
received  a  deed  of  land  in  Norfolk,  Connecticut,  in  1764,  and  was  a 
man  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the  town.  Lie  was  a  member  of  Cap- 
tain Charles  Webb's  regiment,  which  crossed  the  Delaware  at  Trenton 
on  the  eve  of  December  25.  1776.  ]\Ioses  was  the  son  of  (Captain) 
Doctor  Abraham  Camp,  who  went  from  ]\Iilford,  Connecticut,  to  Dur- 
ham, where  he  married  }*Iartha  Parsons,  and  moved  to  Norfolk  in  1763. 
He  was  the  son  of  John  Camp,  Jr.,  who  married  Phebe  Canheld,  and 
moved  from  Milford  to  Durham  in  1762.  John,  Jr.'s  father,  Edward, 
and  his  wife.  ^Mehitable  (Smith)  Camp,  were  natives  of  Milford,  in 
which  place  his  father,  Ed'>vard,  the  first  of  the  name  in  this  country^, 
located,  after  remaining  a  time  in  New  Llaven,  where  he  was  one  of 
the  first  settlers.    He  died  in  1659. 
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Samuel  Camp's  g-enealogy  contains  the  names  of  many  of  the 
early  settlers  who  were  men  of  attainmen.ts  and  prominent  in  the  af- 
fairs of  church  and  state,  among"  them  being-  Richard  Lyman,  Governor 
Thcni.as  Welles.  Governor  John  A\^eb5ter,  Robert  Treat,  Jolm  Robbins, 
Tosiah  Clnuxhili,  Xathani'"!  Foote,  Rev.  Thomas  Carter,  hrst  minister 
of  Coburn,  Massachusets.  Elder  John  Strong,  Richard  Clapp,  Thomas 
Ford,  John  Stanlc}-,  Thomas  Bliss,  Joseph  Parsons,  Jasper  Crane,  Lieut. 
John  Smith,  who  was  slain  by  the  Lidians.  Other  names  are  Pritchard, 
Buck.  Atwater,  Funduscn,  Grant,  Hitchcock,  IMerrill,  Alarsh.  Olney, 
VVoodford,  Ball,  Burt,  Stebbins  and  Jackson.  Colonel  Giles  Jackson, 
brother  cf  his  great-gTandmothcr,  \\a3  chief  ofticer  on  General  Gates' 
staff,  an.d  drev;  up  the  articles  of  caj)itulation  at  the  surrender  of  Bur- 
goyne. 

Samuel  Camp  obtained  his  preliminary  education  in  Norfolk  and 
Winsted.  Pie  studied  medicine  v.dth  Dr.  \A'illiam  Welch,  of  Norfolk, 
who  was  also  the  preceptor  c^f  his  three  brothers,  William.  ]\ loses  and 
Charles,  all  graduates  of  the  Un.iversity  of  New  York.  His  collegiate 
training  also  was  for  a  short  time  ar  Woodstock,  Vermont.  Pie  was 
graduated  from  the  L'niversity  of  Ne^v  York  March  5,  185 1,  and  imme- 
diately after  graduation  .established  himself  in  New  ^Marlborough.  Four 
years  later  he  removed  to  St.  Joseph,  Michigan.  Then  returning  to 
Berkshire  county  in  1S59,  settled  in  Great  Barrington,  and  resided 
there  from  that  time  until  his  death,  engaged  in  active  practice  as  a 
physician  and  surgeon.  At  the  opening  of  the  Civil  Vy-ar  he  Avas  ap- 
pointed by  Governor  Andrev/s  to  examiine  excepts  from  draft  and  as 
recruiting  agent  and  en  the  21st  of  September,  1861,  he  was  made  as- 
sistant surgeon  of  the  Tv.-enty-seventh  Regiment,  Massachusetts  Vol- 
unteers. In  the  following  2slay,  hov.'ever,  on  the  27th,  he  resigned  the 
latter  commission  on  account  of  ill  healtli.    When  his  health  was  re- 
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stored  he  renewed  hi?  interest  in  procurlni^-  recruits,  and  October  17. 
lS'63.  wlien  the  call  lor  three  hundred  thousand  men  lor  tliree  years 
was  made  he  v.-as  ag"ain  appointed  at  a  special  town  meeting-  to  enlist 
men.    This  agency  be  held  until  January,  1865. 

In  1872  with  Colonel  Robert  Leonard  he  established  a  flock  mill 
in  Barrington,  manr.facturing-  tlie  fioclcs  by  a  machine  invented  bv  him- 
self.   This  mill  was  burned  in  1874  and  was  not  rehjuilt. 

Dr.  Canip  was  surgeon  of  the  D.  G.  Anderson  Post,  No.  196,  of 
th.e  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  from  its  organization.  From  1877 
to  1S92  he  was  n:edical  examiner  for  Southern  Berkshire  and  from 
1S89  to  1901.  Avas  United  States  pension  examiner  under  appointments 
of  Presidents  Harrison  and  ]>.IcKin!ey.  Pie  was  admitted  to  member- 
ship in  the  Massachusetts  r^Iedical  Society,  and  the  Berkshire  County 
Medical  Sc>ciety  in  1852.    In  politics  he  was  a  lifelong  Republican. 

Dr.  Camp'  v.as  married  August  12,  1852,  to  Miss  Sarah  J.  Jones 
of  Xcw  York  city,  daughter  of  Joseph  AVhiting  and  Rebecca  (Merritt) 
Jones,  of  Huguenot  and  English  descent.  They  had  four  children  :  PI. 
Isabel.  Charles  IMorton  (deceased),  founders  of  the  Riverdale  Mills; 
Frank  Barnum  (deceased),  and  IMary  Emily  Camp. 

DR.  WTLFRID  A.  :^[ILLET.  . 

Dr.  V\'i!frid  A.  ^fillet,  cit\-  physician  of  Pittsfield,  is  a  native  of 
Canada,  having  been  born  October  30.  1869,  in  St.  P^ominique.  Province 
of  Quebec.  His  father,  Elie  Z\Iillet.  born  in  1822,  came  to  the  United 
States  in  early  m.anho<'jd  and  for  a  number  of  years  condncted  the  trad- 
ing post  at  P'ort  Benton,  Colorarlo.  He  was  one  of  the  army  of  Cali- 
fornia gold  seekers  in  historic  '49,  and  at  one  time  held  the  governmental 
contract  for  carrying  the  mails  between  St.  Louis  and  San  Francisco, 
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when  that  extra  hazarJons-  business  was  uiiflcrtaken  lait  twice  a  year, 
and  danger,  privation  and  fatigue  were  the  dai!_\"  inci>.lei!ts  and  coinfort 
and  ease  tlie  infrequent  accidents  of  the  trail.  He  retunied  to  Canada 
in  1865.  and  the  f'/ilov.  ing  }'ear  married  ^vlarie  Ste])hanie  Chagnon.  of 
St.  Dominique.  \v]K-re  he  ccntinued  to  reside  up  to  the  time  of  his 
decease,  December  12.  iSSy. 

His  son,  Wilfrid  A.  ^kliilet.  was  graduated  witli  the  degree  A.B. 
from  St.  Hyacinthe  Seminr.ry,  Prox'ince  of  Quebec,  in  1SS9.  tlis  initi.al 
study  of  u-icdicine  was  under  th.e  pi-eceptorship  of  a  brother-in-law,  Dr. 
Gideon  Eiancliette.  of  St.  l^oniinique.  He  then  entered  the  medical 
department  of  the  University  of  \'erm.oht,  from  which  instituticn  he 
was  graduated  with  the  class  of  '93.  For  the  purpose  of  still  ftu-th.cr 
ptirsuing  his  medical  studies  he  went  abroad,  and  for  one  year  attended 
the  clinics  audi  lectures  und.er  D.r.  Pean.  of  the  International  Hospital, 
Paris.  Fra::ce.  With  cijis  excellent  equipment  for  practice  'he  returned 
to  the  Unitedi  States,  locath-g  at  Fall  River,  where  ;ie  passed  tlic  state 
board  examination,  and  wh.cnce  in  1896  he  came  to  Pittsfield.  wlicre 
he  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  w  ith  present 
ofPxes  in  the  V.'right  block.  Dr.  Millet  has  w  on  the  esteem  of  liis  col- 
leagues and  the  confidence  <',(  the  con^munity,  as  is  attested  by  his  in- 
cumbency of  the  city  i/nysiciansbiip  to  which  he  was  elected  in  1904. 
and  re-elected  in  1903.  He  is  a  uK-mber  of  and  physician  for  several 
beneficial  orders,  and  examining-  [ihysician  for  the  I'ninn  Mutual  (Port- 
land, ^[ainej.  John  Hancock  ''Boston.  Massachusetts),  and  Metro[)o!itan 
rXew  York)  Life  Insurance  G'^mpanies.  He  is  a  mcniljer  of  the  Berk- 
shire iledica!  Society  and  the  American  !Medical  Association.  It  is  an 
interesting  fact  and.  worthy  of  remark  that  eight  of  Dr.  ^Millet's  kinsmen 
are  medical  practitioners,  viz. :  a  brother,  two  uncles,  two  cousins  and 
three  brother.--in-hw.     Dr.  Millet  married,  OctC'her  li,  190)4,  Louise, 
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daiighier  oi  Enviie  l^'ierre  Roy.,  of  St.  Pie.  Province  of  Oneljcc.  new 
and  for  many  years  i.-rcfect  of  bis  count}-  and  now  ser\'ing:  his  second 
term  as  liis  county's  representative  in  the  provincial  cliamher  and  die 
lov.-er  h.ouse  of  parhanient  of  t'lie  Province  of  Quebec.  Dr.  and  ]\Irs. 
jNLiilet  reside  131  Bradford  streel.  tb.e  former  hon.ie  of  Jv.dge  John  C. 
Crosby,  recently  purchased  by  Dr.  ^lihet. 

JOHN  HEXRY  COFFIX  CHURCH.  ^ 

One  of  these  energetic  and  eiuerprising'  business  rnen  of  the  younger 
generation  whose  presence  is  essential  to  the  financial  prosperity  of  any 
comniunitv,  and  of  whom  Berkshire  county  has  a  full  representation,  is 
John  H.  C.  ChurcK.  of  Great  Barrington.  Fie  is  the  son  of  Colonel 
George  and  Maria  Louise  (Bostwick)  Church,  and  was  born  January 

XIy.  Church  completed  his  primary  education  in  the  high  school, 
Great  Barrin.gton,  from  which  he  was  graduated.  For  three  years  there- 
after he  studied  architecture  at  the  >dassachusett3  Institute  of  Technol- 
ogy, Boston,  and  subsequently  learned  the  pig  iron  business  at  the 
Richmond  Iron  Works.  In  1903  he  became  associated  with  the  ]Monu- 
nicnt  r\j-'ils.  Housatonic,  as  assistant  treasurer  and  secretary,  and  now 
holds  the  position  of  treasurer  and  general  manager.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  urgent  and  imperative  demands  of  this  responsible  othce  Mr. 
Chv.rch  fip.ds  time  for  attention  to  several  otlier  important  financial 
interests.  He  is  treasurer  of  the  Berkshire  Glass  Sand  Company,  sec- 
retary of  the  Stanley  Instrument  Company,  of  Great  Barrington,  and 
one  01  the  directors  of  tlie  Richmond  Iron  Company.  Fie  is  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Great  Barrington  Savings  Bank  and  director  of  the  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Mahaiwe.    In  1903  he  Vv'as  elected  associate  county  comx- 
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miHsioner  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  Henry  Phelps,  Avho  re!^igned,  and 
in  1904  was  elected  for  a  full  tern'..  He  married,  January  31,  1894, 
]Mary  Adele,  daughter  of  the  late  Charles  E.  Lonp.  mechanical  engineer, 
and  for  a  long  time  a  resident  of  St.  Joseph.  iNlissouri.  The  children 
born  of  this  m.arriage  v/ere :  Ruih.  George,  and  Maiy  Loop.  i\Ir, 
Ciuirch  is  vestr\-man  of  St.  James  church,  and  his  family  attend  the 
Congregational  church.  Great  Barrington.  . 


JOHX  DAVISON  S:>[ITH. 

John  D.  Smith,  of  Dalton,  h'>erkshire  county,  Massachusetts,  a 
veteran  of  the  civil,  war.  was  horn  at  Goat  Island,  Niagara  Falls,  New 
York,  3.1arch  iS,  1835.  His  father,  Asa  Smith,  was  the  owner  of  the 
island  and  v."ith  his  family,  which  consisted  of  father,  mother,  one  sister 
Rachel,  v/ho  inarried  Ylr.  \\'right.  and  a  half-brother,  Waldo  Fu.ller,  of 
Bccket,  Berkshire  couniy,  },[assachusetts,  were  the  sole  occupants.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  \\'right  took  up  their  residence  in  the  west  in  the  middle  of  the 
nineteenth  cer.tur\-.  .\sa  Smith  was  born  in  1810,  died  in  1886,  aged 
seventy-six  years,  and  his  wife,  Sarah  Louisa  Smith,  died  Septemljer  6, 
1891.    Their  children  v^  ere: 

Filander  E.  Smith,  who  v/as  born  at  Goat  Island,  New  York,  and 
subsequently  renioved  to  the  state  of  \'ermont,  Avhere  h.e  lived  for  many 
years;  his  death  occurred  in  }.Iiddlef!eld,  ^Massachusetts. 

John  Davison  Smith,  mentioned  hereinafter. 

Julia  A.  Smith,  who  was  born  in  New  York.  Her  first  husband 
was  'EAw'in  Thayer,  of  Plaintield.  I\Iassachusetts,  and  they  were  the 
parents  of  one  .=on,  Irving  Thayer,  of  that  place.  Her  second  husband, 
Sylvester  Packard,  of  Plainiield,  ^Massachusetts,  no  issue.    x\bout  this 
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tin:e  Asa  Smith  reinoved  his  family  to  Dalicn,  Berkshire  county,  ^Massa- 
chusetts,  and  the  first  child  born  to  thcni  there  was 

\\"ill;.rd  S.  Smith,  who  married  iVlary  J.  Ferris,  of  Middlefield. 
where  tliey  now  live.  Their  children  were :  Jennie,  Eva.  Fred,  Frank, 
Xat,  deceased,  and  Clarence,  deceased. 

Sarah  A.  Smith,  born  October  27.  1845.  became  the  wife  of  Aaron 
T.  Eardin.  of  AVirdsor.  3Ir.  Cardin  was  one  of  the  noted  characters 
of  Dalton.  In  his  native  town  he  conducted  a  successful  farm  business, 
and  was  the  incumbent  of  several  township  c>ftices.  He  had  a  keen 
memory,  a  read.y  vrit  and  he  gained  much  notoriety  on  accotuit  of  the 
readiness  with  which  he  wrote  verses.  Their  children  are:  George  W.,  • 
of  -Middlefie'd.  ^Massachusetts :  Granville  D..  and  Almira  M.,  who  is  a 
graduate  of  th.e  State  Xormal  school  at  AA'estford,  ^Massachusetts,  and  is 
now  one  of  the  most  successful  teachers  in  the  vicinit}-. 

William  D.  Smith,  who  married  Ellen  Buck,  of  Northampton.  Av'herc 
they  reside.  They  are  the  parents  of  the  following'  children  :  Xellie, 
Mar}-,  Fred,  Hattie,  Henry.    Fred  is  deceased. 

George  A.  Smith,  who  with  his  two  children  reside  in  Preston,  Xew 
York.    The  names  of  the  children  are  Charles  and  Burton. 

Charles  S.  Sm.ith,  v.-hn  married  Catherine  P'-ennett,  of  Becket.  both 
of  whom  are  now  deceased.  Their  children  are:  Nettie,  Leroy,  Charles, 
Julia  and  Blanche. 

Elizabeth  Smith,  wdio  became  the  wife  of  Lester  Parker,  of  Plain- 
field,  ^lassachusetts.  and  their  fam.ily  consists  of  two  children — Eugene 
and  Harriet. 

Harriet  A.  Smith,  who  became  the  wife  of  Edward  P.  Eldredge, 
of  Ashfield.  and  the  issue  of  this  union  was  one  daughter,  Ruth. 
Maria  W.  Smith,  who  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years. 
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^lary  SniiLh.  wlio  bocaine  the  v/ife  of  Silas  Stockwel!.  of  Daltun, 
no  issue. 

Frank  Smith,  v.'ho  married  F.hzabeth  Bunient,  and  they  are  at  pres- 
ent living  in  Cummington.  ATassachusett?.    Xo  children. 

John  D.  Sni.itii.  the  seconfl  of  the  thirteen  children  lx)rn  to  Asa  and 
Sarali  L.  Smitl:.  was  six  years  of  age  when  his  parents  removed  to  Dal- 
ton.  Berk>-::re  conn.t}-.  He  attended  school  for  a  short  period  of  time 
during  his  first  hve  years'  residence  in  Dalion.  hut  was  scxrai  utilized  by 
his  father  in  the  v.-ocd  business  which  h.e  conducted  in  connection  with 
the  operation  of  a  farm  in  tlie  locality  known  as  Goosebill.  the  family 
haA'ing  g"i\-en  that  na.nie  t.'^  the  place.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  years  he 
was  apprer.ticed  to  the  carpenter  and  machinist  trades,  serving  for  four 
years.  He  th-en  learned  the  trade  of  millwright,  and  the  greater  part  of 
his  business  career  was  devoted-  to  that  occupation.  He  was  employed 
by  the  Byron  A\'eston  Con-pany  in  Dalton.  ]vlassachusetts,  for  eighteen 
consecutive  years.  He  h.as  served  the  count}-  as  a  deputy  sheriff  for 
five  terms,  ant]  as  constable  in  the  township  for  ten  years.  His  religious 
vie'.vs  are  in  accord  v.it;-!  tliose  adopted  by  the  }^Iethodist  Episcopal 
church,  and  his  political  affiliations  are  with  the  Republican  part}'.  In 
1862  he  enlisted  in  Company  K,  Thirty-fourth  Regiment.  ^^lassachusetts 
Infantn,-,  from  Dalton,  and  was  promoted  tc>  the  rank  of  first  cor^wral 
in  the  company.  He  participated  in  seventeen  battles  and  skirmishes, 
the  most  severe  having  been  the  battle  of  Fort  Gregg  on  April  2,  1865. 
In  iSCo  Mr.  Sm.ith  was  niarried  to  Lucy  E.  Adams,  of  Landesfield, 
^Massachusetts,  who  is  now  deceased.  Mr.  Smith  now  makes  his  home 
with  his  sister,  ^[rs.  Sarah  Bardin,  of  Dalton,  [Massachusetts. 
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TOHX  ^IcALLTSTER  STEVENSON. 

Few  men  in  Berkshire  county  have  cle\eloped  a  greater  capacity 
for  hard  work  or  a  more  capably  helpful  spirit  in  important  and  diverse 
public  relations  than  the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  these 
memoirs.  Although  not  tc>  the  manor  born,  he  has  Avon  recognition  as 
one  of  the  most  valuable  citizens  of  the  county  seat.  lie  wa^  -born  in 
Cambridge,  \\"asbington  county,  Nev.-  York,  August  31,  1846.  son  of 
the  late  John  M.  and  Seraph  Huldah  (Ncv.ton)  Stevenson,  the  former 
also  a  native  of  Cambridge,  the  latter  of  ^larlboro,  Vern:ont. 

The  late  John  'SL.  Stevenson  was  a  son  of  William  Stevenson,  vvho 
was  born  in  1771,  in  Stranrear,  near  Glasgow,  Scotland,  whence  he 
C-ame  to  the  United  States  in  1795,  locating  in  Cambridge,  New  York, 
where  he  eventually  became  a-  leading  merchant.  lie  was  thrice  mar- 
ried, his  second  v:\tc  having  been  Frances  Wardale  McAllister,  a  daugh- 
ter of  a  v.-ell  known  merchant  of  Philadelphia,  John  ]\IoAllister. 

Of  tlie  children  of  \A'illiam  and  Frances  Wardale  (IMcAllister) 
Stevenson.  John  McAllister  Stevenson  (i),  born  October  22,  1S18,  was 
graduated  from  Union  College,  class  of  1839,  took  up  the  study  of 
law,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  but  devoted  his  tim.e  largely  to  the 
m.anagement  of  his  father's  and  his  own  personal  estate.  Originally 
an  old  line  W  hig  he  assisted  in  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  remained  stalwart  in  his  devotion  to  its  principles,  and  contributing 
to  the  extent  of  his  ability  to  its  success  throughout  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  He  died  September  8,  1S72.  Of  his  children,  Holland  New- 
ton Stevenson  is  Commodore  (retired).  United  States  navy;  Jean  H. 
(Stevenson)  March,  is  the  v/idow  of  Daniel  Ivlarch,  Jr.,  late  of  Win- 
chester, ^Massachusetts;  Frances  Wardale  Stevenson  married  Charles  Y. 
Beach,  and  died  in  October,  1904;  Sarah  Aviary  Stevenson  married  De- 
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Witt  Bruce,  of  Pittsfielcl.  and  died  December  t,  IQ05;  William  Clnpinan 
Stevenson  is  associated  vritli  his  brotlicr.  tlie  immediate  subject  oi  this 
sl-etcli,  in  the  fire  ir.surance  business  at  Pittsneld ;  Eliza  A.  is  the 
widow  of  the  late  John  P.  Lane;  Edward  P.  Ste\-cnson  is  a  resident 
of  Lee,  Massachusetis.  and  treasurer  of  the  Mountain  Mill  Paper  Com- 
pany, East  Lee :  and  ^McLaren  Stevenson,  of  Bridgeport,  Connecticut. 

Mrs.  Seraph  Huldah  (Xewton)  Ste\-enson,  born  in  Marlboro,  Ver- 
mont, August  6,  1823,  and  now  a  resident  of  Pittsfield,  is  a  daughter 
of  Ephraim  Holland  and  Huldah  (Chipman)  Newton,  and  a  lineal  de- 
scendant in  the  maternal  line  of  John  Howland,  one  of  the  Pilgrim 
Fathers,  and  a  signer  of  the  ^layflower  compact.  Among  her  ancestors 
in  the  maternal  line,  also,  was  Thomas  Chipman.  who  lived  in  Shef- 
field, Berkshire  county,  during  the  Revolutionaiy  war,  and  served  in 
the  patriot  army,  as  did  his  son,  Timothy  Fuller  Chipman,  her  grand- 
father, in  the  cam.paign  against  General  Burgoyne.  On  her  father's  side 
she  is  descended  from  [Marshall  Xev.'ton,  Jr..  of  Shrewsbury,  Massa- 
chusetts, a  soldier  in  the  patriot  army  during  nearly  the  entire  period 
of  that  protracted  struggle  for  independence.  His  father,  also  Mar- 
shall Xewton,  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  French  and  Lidian  war,  render- 
ing efticient  service  during  the  campaign  which  embraced  the  battle  of 
Lake  George. 

John  McAllister  Stevenson,  second  of  the  children  of  John  AL  and 
Seraph  H.  (Xewton)  Stevenson,  attended  the  public  schools  of  Cam- 
bridge, and  Cambridge  Washington  Academy,  Walnut  Hill  School, 
Geneva,  X'ew  York,  and  Phillips  Academy,  Andover,  [Massachusetts, 
from  which  last  named  institution  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of 
1865.  Ele  then  entered  Yale  College,  class  of  1S69.  remaining  there 
but  two  years,  his  com.pletion  of  the  full  four  years'  course  being  pre- 
vented by  ill  health.    He  was  thereafter  at  his  home  in  Cambridge, 
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incidentally  assisting-  b.is  father  in  the  care  of  different  business  inter- 
ests, one  of  which  Avas  a  planing  mill  and  lumber  ]jlant  at  that  place, 
nr.::]  ihe  vrinier  of  1S72.  during  which  time  he  was  in  the  office  employ 
of  Georg-e  Law.  capilaiist,  of  Xew  York. 

In  September,  1872,  he  came  to  Pittsheld  to  accept  a  position  in 
the  Pittsheld  office  of  David  \V.  Bartlett,  general  agent  of  the  Phoenix 
Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  of  Llartford,  Connecticut,  the  oPnce 
being-  located  in  the  West  Block,  with  those  occupied  by  the  hrm  of 
Gilmore  &  Francis.  This  connection  continued  until  January  i,  1S74, 
Avhen  'Sir.  Stevenson  accepted  a  clerical  position  with  Tillotson  &  Col- 
lins, manufacturers  of  woolens,  and  remained  in  .their  employ  until 
October  i,  1S76.  He  then  re-entered  the  insurance  business  as  clerk 
for  Captain  Fred  A.  Fran.cis,  successor  of  Gilmore  &  Francis.  In  April, 
1877.  he  entered  into  partnership  association  Avith  George  D.  Dutton 
to  purchase  and  conduct,  under  the  firm  name  of  Stevenson  and  Dut- 
ton, the  insurance  agency  business  last  mentioned.  iNIr.  Stevenson  sub- 
sequently purchased  his  partner's  interest,  and  has  ever  since  Ijeen  en- 
gaged therein,  for  a  period  v/ith  Thomas  X.  Enright,  and  latterly  in 
connecti':n  v.dth  his  brother,  William  Chipman  Stevenson,  and  Will- 
iam C.  Z\Ioulton.  v.-ith  offices  in  the  Savings  Bank  Building,  which  oc- 
cupies the  site  of  the  old  block  in  which  lie  began  his  business  career 
iri  Pirtsneld,  being  now  conducted  under  the  name  of  Stevenson  &  Com- 
pany. 

On  September  29.  1879,  ^^i'-  Stevenson  was  elected  to  the  position 
he  has  since  held,  of  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Berkshire  Mutual 
Fire  Insurance  Company,  a  local  institution,  that  has  grown  m.ore  sub- 
stantial with  its  growing  re5pM:>nsibilities  and  constantly  widening 
sphere  of  usefulness.  To  advancing  the  interests  of  this  old  Berkshire 
institution  he  has  given  his  time,  his  etiergy  and  constant  thought.  Un- 
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der  his  administration  he  ha?  seen  it  grow  troua  a  company  luiving; 
S4. 500.000  at  risk  to  one  of  over  $ll,ooo,coo.  A  purely  mutual  organ- 
izar:t;n.  it  has  mainlaineu  its  record  or  always  returning-  a  dividend  to 
its  members. 

Since  April  10,  1S82.  he  has  been  clerk  and  treasurer  of  the  Pro- 
prierors  of  tlie  Pittsheld  Cemetery.  During  Ins  term  of  office  the  ceme- 
tery has  been  enlarged,  the  gateway  and  Clapp  ]\Iemorial  Chapel  erected, 
and  many  other  improvements  made.  The  laying  out  of  streets  and 
sale  of  building  lots  on  the  land  owned  by  the  corporation  adjacent  to 
Onota  street  has  been  done  largely  under  his  personal  supervision. 

October  13.  1890.  ^Ir.  Stevensori  v/as  elected  clerk  of  the  Pitt-held 
Electric  Street  Railway  Comipany.  and  since  1892  has  also  been  on  its 
board  of  directors,  taking  an  active  part  in  the  promotion  of  its  inter- 
ests. From  1883  to  1S96  he  sen-ed  as  clerk  and  treasurer  of  the  Pitts- 
field  Board  of  Underwriters,  and  since  .\pril  iS,  1881,  as  clerk  of  the 
First  Congregational  parish,  of  which  he  has  been  a  member  for  many 
years.  Mr.  Steven.son"5  devotii>n  to  the  interests  of  the  institutions  which 
he  has  served  as  secretary-  or  clerk  may  gathered  from  the  rather  re- 
markable fact,  that  during  all  these  years  he  has  never  missed  a  meet- 
ing where  his  presence  was  officially  required. 

Politically  he  has  always  affiliated  \\  ith  the  Republican  party,  and 
is  an  ardent  champion  of  its  interests.  His  only  political  office  was  as 
member  of  the  general  court,  to  which  he  was  elected  February  9.  1895, 
to  fill  a  vacancy  caused  by  the  decease  of  E.  H.  Robbins,  and  to  which 
office  he  was  returned  by  election  for  -the  ensuing  year.  The  other 
institutions  with  which  he  is  and  has  been  connected  are  numerous. 
He  is  a  member  and  v^as  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Pittsfield  branch  of 
the  Young  !Men's  Christian  Association ;  w  as  one  of  the  original  mem- 
bers of  the  Park  Club,  and  for  twelve  years  a  member  of  its  executive 
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committee;  is  one  of  tlie  board  of  trustees  of  the  Berkshire  County  Sav- 
ings Bank  since  May  3,  i8S_';  b.e  is  a  member  and  ^\•as  for  a  period 
president  of  the  Pittst^.cld  Rod  and  Gun  Ciub.  and  takes  especial  pride 
in  having  been  considered  quah'fied  to  be  a  member  of  its  rifle  team. 
He  is  trustee  of  the  Union  for  Home  Work,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
was  a  member  and  treasurer  of  its  board  of  managers.  He  has  filled 
the  ofnce  of  auditor  for  the  Berkshire  County  Home  for  Aged  Women 
since  its  organization:  vras  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Berkshire 
County.-  Chapter  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  and  for  two 
years  held  the  office  of  president;  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  [Massa- 
chusetts Society  of  ^.layflower  Descendants.  Ble  has  been  a  member  of 
the  [Massacliusetts  Ivlutual  Fu'e  Insurance  Union  since  1879,  and  is  now 
one  of  its  vice-presidents. 

Reading  between  the  lines  it  will  be  readily  gathered  that  Mr. 
Stevenson  is  of  a  t\'pe  that  stands  for  progress — a  valued,  valuable 
citizen. 

Mr.  Stevenson  married,  Januar}-  27,  1880,  Hattie,  daugliter  of  the 
late  Samuel  ^^iather  Cooley  and  Alm.ira  L.  (Tillotson)  Cooley,  of  Pitts- 
field.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  'Mrs.  Stevenson  are :  Jolm  MCx'-VUister 
Stevenson  (3d),  a  graduate  of  Yale,  class  of  1903,  now  with  the  Gen- 
eral Electric  Company;  Louis  Tillotson  Stevenson,  a  student  of  Yale, 
class  of  1906.  taking  the  Sheffield  Scientific  Course;  Holland  Newton 
Stevenson  (2d),  also  a  student  of  Yale,  class  of  1908,  taking  the  Shef- 
field Scientific  Course;  and  Clara.  Cooley  Stevenson.  The  family  resi- 
dence is  No.  28  Reed  street,  a  residential  street  which  has  been  im- 
proved and  laid  out  as  a  city  way  largely  through  Mr.  Stevenson's 
efforts. 
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TOHX  l-RAXKLTX  XOXOX. 

An  able  attorney  ar.ci  an  cllicient  and  trusiw ':''rtli_\-  jjullic  servant, 
is  the  record  of  the  c^'entienian  whose  name  intr.:,'diices  tliis  narrative. 

He  \vas  born  in  Grej?t  Barrinj^ton.  Berksliire  count)-.  ?kla?sachu?etts. 
X'ovember  19,  1856.  son  of  the  late  John  David  ?ind  Ehzaljcth  1  X'ew- 
nian)  X'oxon,  the  former  a  naai\-e  of  the  state  of  X'e\v  York,  the  Latter 
of  Egreniont,  Berkshire  counry,  >>[a??achusetts. 

John  D.  X'oxon.  born  February  4.  1820.  located  in  earlv  manhood 
at  Great  Barrington.  where  he  estalilished  a  l)lacksmith  and  wagon- 
making  business.  Avhich  h.e  conducted  successfully  for  two  flecades.  wlien 
he  retired  iherefroni,  dc/oting  his  time  thereafter  to  the  improvement  of 
his  realty  holdings,  during  this  period  contributing  in  a  most  substantial 
way  to  the  home  of  his  adoption  by  the  erection  of  a  numl>er  of  dwelling- 
houses.    He  died  in  September, '1900. 

John  Franklin  Xoxon  read  law  under  tlie  preceptorship  of  Judge 
Justin  Dewey,  and  w-as  admitted  to  the  bar  in  September,  1S81.  He 
established  himself  for  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Pittsfield.  occu- 
pying offices  with  the  late  A.  J.  Waterman,  a  leader  of  the  bar  in  western 
Massachusett-:,.  subsecpjentiy  attorney-general  of  the  commonwealth. 
January  l,  1895.  ]Mr.  X'oxon  entered  into  pannership  relations  with 
John  C.  Crosby,  an  association  which,  under  the  firm  name  of  Crosby  & 
X'oxon,  attained  a  very  large  and  notably  successful  practice.  The  part- 
nership Avas  dissolved  upon  the  elevation  of  'Mr.  Crosby  to  the  superior 
court  tench.,  ;>.Ir.  ISIichael  Eisner  entering  the  firm,  which  is  now^  known 
as  Xoxon  &  Eisner,  yh.  X'oxon  served  as  city  solicitor  of  I'ittsfield  in 
1896  and  1807,  and.  was  elected  in  190 1  district  attorney  for  the  western 
district  of  Massachusetts,  and  was  re-elected  thereto  in  1904.  Fie  is  a 
member  of  Crescent  Dxlge,  Free  and  Accepted  ^Masons;  Berkshire 
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ChapitT,  Rova!  Arch  Ma>oi-;>:  I3erkslu'rc  Couiicil,  and  Berksliire  Coiu- 
mandcry.  Knigius  Templar. 

->[r.  Xoxon  married.  April  17.  1890.  ]\Iary  S.,  daughter  of  the  late 
Henry  E.  and  Electa  fSlos.ion)  \A'adha!H?.  of  Pittstield.  The  late  TTenry 
^'\"adhanl5  v.-as  a  wel'-kncwn  lumber  merchaiit  of  the  countv  ^eat.  ^Ir. 
and  ^Irs.  Xoxon  h,"\-e  a  son,  John  F.  Xoxon.  Jr. 

HOX.  EDWARD  TIXIxER  SLOCU^I. 

A  descendant  in  both  maternal  and  j)aternal  lines  from  English 
colonial  settlers  of  Xew  England,  the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces 
these  memoirs  has  abundantly  evidenced  in  his  own  useful  and  honor- 
able career  the  value  of  a  heritage  of  devotion  to  right  principles.  In 
his  prolonged  judicial  incumbency  Judge  Slocum  has  demonstrated  a 
capacit}-  for  public  service-  and  a  reputation  for  oftlcial  integrity  that 
has  obtained  for  him  genera!  recognition  as  one  of  the  especially  valu- 
able citizens  of  Pittsfield. 

The  founder  of  the  Slocum  family  of  America.  Anthony  Slocumbe, 
was  one  of  the  hrst  purchasers  of  Cohannet,  Xew  Plymouth  (now  Taun- 
ton, Massachusetts),  in  1637,  and  according  to  the  Slocum  genealogy, 
removed  to  that  part  of  Xew  Plymouth,  which  was  incorporated  as 
Dartmouth  in  1664.  and  he  aiid  one  Ralph  Russell  were  first  settlers. 
He  married  a  sister  of  William  Harvey,  according  ti)  an  old  letter  writ- 
ten by  him.  Elis  name  appears  on  the  Taunton  records  from  1643, 
quently  serving  in  official  capacities.  He  was  the  father  of  four  chil- 
dren.   The  first  was 

Giles  Slocuml;e.  born  probably  in  Somersetshire.  England,  died  in 

Portsmouth,  Rhode  Island.  1682.     Pie  married  Joan   ,  who 

died  in  Portsmouth,  3rst  day,  6th  m'jnth,  1679.    He  settled  in  Ports- 
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month,  Rhode  Island,  probably  in  ihe  ^ea^  1638,  the  place  then  Ijcing 
called  Pocasset.  He  and  his  wife  were  early  members  of  the  Society  of 
Friends,  in  whose  affairs  he  appears  to  have  been  prominent,  and  he 
became  an  extensive  land  ov.-ner.  He  v\-as  tb.e  father  of  nine  children. 
Tlie  ninth  was 

Eleazer  Slocum.  born  in  Portsmouth.  Rhode  Island,  25th  day,  loth 
month,  1664.  died  i/2j.  He  married  Elephel  Fitzg"erald,  who  died  in 
174S.  He  beeanic  a  resident  of  Portsmouth,  New  Plymouth,  in  1G84. 
His  will  and  that  of  his _ father  are  given  in  full  in  the  Slocum  genealogy. 
His  family  consisted  of  seven  children.    The  seventh  was 

Ebenezer  Sloctini.  bc^rn  in  Dartm.outh.  Massachusetts,  about  1705, 
married  in  Friends"  fleeting,  at  Newport,  Rhode  Island.  4th  day.  2d 
month,  1728.  Bathsheba  FIull,  daughter  of  Tristram  and  Elizabeth 
CDyer)  HtiU.  They  removed  -from  li)artmouth  tf)  Tiverton,  Rhode 
Island,  before  1756,  and  were  there  living  in  1774,  with  a  household 
of  twenty-one  heads.  Eath.=heba  was  fifth  in  descent  from  the  Rev. 
Joseph  Hull,  born  in  1594.  v.dio  was  rector  of  Northleigh,  Devonshire, 
England,  and  the  first  minister  at  A\'e}-mouth.  in  1635.  The  son  and 
descendants  became  Friends.  Ebenezer  and  Bath.sheba  Slocum  had 
twelve  children.    The  seventh  was 

David  Slocum,  born  in  or  near  Dartmouth,  Massachusetts,  Sep- 
tember 23.  1740,  died  in  Tolland,  Massachusetts.  December  7,  iSiS. 
lie  married,  in  Tiverton.  Rhode  Island,  Phebe  Manchester,  born  Jul}' 
21.  1743.  died  in  Tolland,  ^lassachusetts.  iMarch  i,  1819.  daughter  of 
Godfrey  Manchester,  of  Tiverton.  Da\id  Slocum  removed  to  Tiver- 
ton with  his  parents  before  1756.  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Tolland,  [Mas- 
sachusetts, about  1770.    They  had  seven  children.    The  second  was 

Eleazer  Sl-ocum..  born  in  Tiverton.  Rhr-.de  Island,  i\[ay  27.  1768, 
died  in  Tolland,  ^lassachusetts,  Xovember  17,  1834.    He  married  Mrs. 
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Lois  (Coucli)  Siillnian.  born  in  Sandisfeld,,  Massachusetts,  June  i, 
1772,  daughter  of  Benoni  and  Phcbe  r]\iiHer)  Couch,  and  widow  of 
Captain  Sti'dnian.  who  died  at  sea.  ^I'r.  Slocuni  was  a  farmer  in  Tol- 
land, Massaciuisetts,  and  was  sheriff  of  the  county  for  several  years. 
Pie  was  the  father  of  seven  children.    The  second  was 

Oliver  Ellswonh  vSIccum.  boni  in  Tolland,  I\Iassachusetts,  August 
16,  iSoi,  died  March  7.  1S84.  He  married,  in  Tolland,  in  iS.?i,  Polly 
Mills,  born  ^lay  17,  iSco.  died  ]\farch  7.  1SS3.  daughter  of  Cephas  and 
Hannah  (Easton)  Zslills.  Cephas  !Mills,  a  soldier  of  the  revolution,  was 
a  lineal  descendant  of  Sir  Peter  Wales  y^u  der  Mulen.  of  Holland,  who 
Y»"as  knighted  for  h.is  gveat  service  to  the  public  in  the  improvement  of 
tiie  dikes  and  canfls  in  Amsterdam.  Sir  Peter's  eldest  son,  Peter  Van 
der  ^lulen,  born  in  Amsterdam  in.  1622.  came  to  America  in  1650  from 
Leyden,  v/here  he  was  studying  for  the  ministry.  The  immigrant's  son, 
Peter,  second  of  the  name  in  this  country,  married  Dorcas  ^Messenger, 
of  Windsor,  Connecticut,  and  died  ]\lay  18,  1688.  Their  son  Peter 
(3).  born  in  1663.  married  Joanna  Porter,  and  lived  in  East  Windsor 
until  his  death,  in  1756.  By  an  act  of  the  Connecticut  legislature  in 
1707  he  had  his  name  changed  from  Van  der  Mulen,  v,hich  in  Dutch 
niecins  "The  :\Ian  of  the  Mill,"  to  ^lills.  Plis  son  Peter  :Mills  (4),  a 
tailor  by  trade,  married  Ruth  Loomis,  and  died  at  the  age  of  seventy 
years.  Stone  ]\Iills,  son  of  Peter  and  Ruth,  married  ^liriam  Wolcott,  a 
cousin  of  Governor  Wolcott.  of  Connecticut,  and  was  the  father  of 
Cephas  Mills  above  named.  Cephas  Mills  was  born  at  Ellington,  Con- 
necticut, Tune  17,  1759:  he  married,  Ma.rch  23,  1778.  Hannah  Easton, 
who  was  born  at  ^Manchester,  Connecticut,  April  26,  1761,  and  in  1788 
they  removed  to  Tolland.  Massachusetts.  Mr,  Sloctun  lived  on  a  farm 
in  West  Granville,  IMassacliusetts.  and  was  an  early  abolitionist.  Mr. 
Slocum  was  the  father  of  eight  children.    The  first  was 
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Hon.  W  illiam  Frederick  Slocimi,  born  in  Tolland,  Massachusetts, 
January  31,  1S22,  died  September  4,  1S96.  After  his  gradualion  from 
tl-e  acadei:-!}-  in  W'insted,  Connecticut,  he  studied  law  with  Billings 
Palmer,  in  Shellicld,  ^Massachusetts,  and.  was  admitted  to  the  Berkshire 
county  bar  in  Lenox,  then  the  sb.ire  town,  in  October,  1S46.  He  was 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Grafton  from  11848  to  1S65, 
when  he  removed  liis  office  to  Boston  and  made  his  home  in  the  suburban 
city  of  Xewton.  While  a  resident  of  Grafton  he  served  as  selectman  an.d 
scho-il  ccmmitteem?ai,  and  represeiited  the  town  in  the  state  legislature 
in  1861.  After  removing  to  Newton  he  v,-as  trial  justice  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  Daring  a  portion  of  his  residence  in  Bci^ton  he  was  the 
partner  of  H.  B.  Staples,  Esq.  In  1871  'Sir.  Slocum  received  the  de- 
gree of  2»Iaster  of  Arts  from  Amherst  College.  He  was  a  meniber  of  the 
Congregational  church,  in  v/nich  he  held  the  office  of  deacon.  A  sister 
of  3.1r.  Slocum  was  the  wife  of  the  late  Chief  Justice  Depue,  of  the  New 
Jersey  supreme  court. 

Hon.  William  Frederick  Slocum  married,  April  21,  1847,  ^largaret 
Tinker,  hjvn  in  Tolland,  July  4.  1S27,  died  in  Newtonville,  Januar}-  25, 
1888,  daughter  of  Edv/ard  Day  and  Laura  (Steele)  I'inkcr.  They  had 
four  children,  namely :  Winfield  Scott.  Edvrard  Tinker,  William  F., 
and  Flenry  Oliver,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years.  All  are 
grad'iates  of  Amherst  College  save  the  last  natned. 

The  emigrant  ancestor  of  the  Tinker  family  was  John  Tinker  (i), 
v.ho  came  from  England.  Thomas  Tinker  and  his  wife  and  child  were 
passengers  on  the  "  Mayflower,"  and  all  died  during  the  first  winter 
after  landing  at  Plymouth.  John  Tinker  cam,e  from  England  a  few 
years  later,  and  settled  first  in  Windsor,  Conn.ecticut,  was  made  a  free- 
man in  Boston  in  1654,  and  was  afterward  town  clerk  and  selectman. 
In  1659  he  removed  to  Pecjuod,  now  Ncnv  Lond.on,  Connecticut,  and 
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became  cue  of  the  most  active  anJ  influential  citizens  of  the  place.  His 
wife  AHce  died  at  L}"me,  Coiinecticnt,  Xovember  20,  17.14,  aged  eighty- 
nve  years.  Their  son  Anio?,  born  October  28,  J' 657,  married,  at  Lyme, 
June  I,  16S2,  Sarah  Duranr.  .Amos,  Jr.,  married,  Jaiiiiary  17,  1716, 
Lucy  Lee,  who  was  bom  in  Lyme,  June  20,  1699.  jMartin,  the  next  in 
line,  born  June  28,  1739..  at  Lyme,  married  j\Irs.  l\ian'  Peck  and  was 
the  father  of  Edward  Lay  Tinker,  father  of  Margaret  (Tinker)  Slocum. 
Edward  Lay  Tinker  vras  born  at  Westtleld,  ]\Lissachusetts.  October  i. 
1791,  and  died  July  21,  1872.  He  married.  November  28,  1816,  Laura 
Steele,  a  direct  descendant  of  John  Steele,  who  was  born  in  Essex  county, 
England,  and,  on  coming  to  this  country  in  1631,  settled  first  in  Cam- 
bridge, ^lassacliusetts,  and  in  1635  became  one  of  the  founders  of  Hart- 
ford. Connecticut.  His  son,  James  Steele,  was  a  trooper  in  1657  in  the 
Peqiiot  v.-ar;  in  1662  he  was. appointed  by  the  general  court  to  lay  out 
lands  of  Hamm.anassett,  ajid  in  1675  was  commissary  in  King  Philip's 
war.  He  married  A.nr.a  Bishop.  Their  son,  John  Steele,  married 
Malathiah,  daughter  of  ]Major  AVilliam  Bradford,  of  Plymouth.  Eben- 
ezer,  son  of  John,  born  in  1695,  married  Susan  West,  and  removed  in 
1725  to  Killingsworth.  John  (2).  son  of  Ebenezer,  was  the  father  of 
Ebenezer,  born  August  5,  1753.  v.-ho  muarried  Rachel  Seymour,  and  died 
November  8,  1805.    They  were  the  parents  of  ]\Irs.  Luara  Steele  Tinker. 

Judge  Edward  Tinker  Slocum  was  born  in  Grafton,  ^Massachusetts, 
October  29,  1849.  graduated  at  Amherst  College  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1S71,  recei\'ed  the  degree  of  ]\L'i5ter  of  .Vrts  from 
that  college  in  1874,  and  the  sam.e  year  graduated  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Lav.s  from  Boston  University  Law  School.  In  the  mean- 
time he  was  engaged  in  civi!  engineering  along  railway  lines,  and  in 
teaching  the  high  school  in  Upton,  Z\[assachusetts.  Li  early  manhood 
he  served  three  years  in  the  State  }*liliiia.    He  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
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at  Cambridge,  ^Massachnsect?,  l^ccenilier  24,  1874,  and  after  practicing- 
law  for  three  years  in  Boscr'n  remove'!  to  Lee,  ^[as,<.achu^ett.s,  w  here  he 
remained  until  iSSi.  when  he  came  to  Pittsfield,,  Massachusetts.  In 
iSSi  he  was  elected  register  of  probate  and  insolvency  of  Berkshire 
county,  which  otlice  he  Iield  for  fourteen  years,  when  in  B-ecember, 
1S94,  he  was  appointed  judge  of  the  same  courts,  a  life  office.  Judge 
Slocum  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  movement  for  the  adoption  of  a 
city  charter  for  Pittsheld.  and  was  elected  president  of  the  lirst  council 
u.nder  city  government,  aitliough  the  political  majority  of  the  board  was 
against  him.  He  was  president  of  the  Berkshire  County  Bar  Associa- 
tion from  1903  t.n  1905.  and  is  a  member  of  the  National  Bar  Associa- 
tion. Judge  Slocum  was  appointed  to  represent  the  First  Congressional 
District  of  Massachusetts  as  a  delegate  to  the  Uni\-ersal  Congress  of 
LaAvyers  and  Jurists,  one  of  tlie  unique  features  of  the  St.  Liouis  World's 
Fair,  1904.  He  has  done  n.iuch  active  work  in  religious  and  charitable 
organizations,  as  v/ell  as  in  civic  affairs.  From  1886  tc>  1S94  he  was 
superintendent  01  the  Sundav  school  of  the  First  Congregational  church; 
for  five  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  3.1assa- 
chusetts  State  Sunday  School  Association;  and  he  was  the  hrst  presi- 
dent of  the  Young  Men's  Clndstian  Association.  He  was  made  a  Afa- 
son  at  Lee.  and  admitted  to  Crescent  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  }vLisons, 
of  Pittsfield,  and  is  a  member  also  of  Berkshire  Coun.ty  Chapter.  Berk- 
shire Commanderv-,  and  Aleppo  lemple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  For  four 
years  he  was  president  of  the  Business  [Men's  Assrjciation,  now  the  Park 
Chub,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Pittsheld  Country  Club  and  the  Berksliire 
Automobile  Club.  He  also  holds  membership  in  the  .Sons  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution.  He  has  alvvays  taken  interest  in  athletics,  especially 
in  aquatic  sports,  yachting  and  rowing,  hunting  anrl  fishing,  and  has 
been  a  m.ember  of  the  various  local  organizations  of  that  character. 
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Judge  Edward  Tinker  Slocuui  married.  August  3.  iSSi,  .Harriet 
Olivia  Paliner,  daughter  of  BiUings  and  Harriet  DaA'is  (Hi;l!jrook) 
I'ainicr,  of  Great  Barrington,  [Massachusetts.  BiUings  Pahner  was  a 
prominent  attorney  of  Great  Barrington,  and  for  some  time  a  member  of 
the  house  of  representatives  and  of  thie  state  senate. 

^Irs.  Sloctira  is  a  graduate  of  \'assar  CoUege.  and  prior  to  her 
marriage  \\as  assistant  lady  principal  of  that  institution.  Judge  and  Mrs. 
Slocum  are  members  of  tlie  First  Congregational  church.  Judge  Slocurn 
nuinhers  among  his  ancestors  Governor  W'iUiam  Bradford.  ]\[ary  Dyer, 
the  Quaker  martyr,  and  such  early  colonial  fann'lies  as  the  W'olcotts,  of 
Connecticut,  the  Pitkins,  the  AUyns,  ^vlilles,  Eastons,-  and  PIulls. 

WILLLA^I  B.  :dcXCLTY. 

That  the  subject  of  this  n:emoir  spent  practically  his  entire  busi- 
ness life  in  the  employ  of  one  company,  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad, 
is  a  sufHcient  commentary  on  his  ability,  industry  and  integrity,  and  tlie 
fact  that  this  career  was  a  series  of  speedily  won  promotions  leads  to 
the  inevitable  conclusion  that  his  untimely  demise  alone  prevented  his 
attainment  to  large  responsibilities  in  liis  chosen  vocation. 

He  v,-as  a  Berkshire  county  boy,  born  in  1S67  at  Dalton,  whence 
his  parents  removed  ii:  liis  early  childhood  to  Adamis,  where  William 
received  a  public  school  education  and  was  for  a  short  time  thereafter  in 
em.ploy  at  Z^Iillard's  news  room. 

This  Avas  lollov.ed  by  his  appointment  as  baggage  master  at  Ren- 
irev/  Station.  In  i8<)3  he  was  made  station  agent  at  Renfrew.  He  was 
next  promoted  to  the  charge  'of  the  station  at  Niversville,  and  one  year 
later  uas  transferred  to  the  company's  station  at  Pludson,  New  York, 
following  which  he  took  the  North  Adams  ot'flce.    Since  1903  he  has 
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occupied  the  ofiice  of  station  agent  at  Piltsfield,  where  he  died  suddenly 
on  October  ii.  1905. 

Pohitically  2\Ir.  ^IcXuity  aihiiated  with  the  Democratic  party. 

He  had  a  wide  circle  of  friends  and  was  held  in  especially  affection- 
ate eiteen"'  by  the  fello'v  emT;l'':yees  under  h:^  management. 

ROLLIX  H.  GOOKE. 

RcUin  Hiliyer  Cccjke,  widely  famed  as  a  genealogist  and  litterateur, 
was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  born  in  AVinsted,  in  1843.  I^^""  ^'^""^'^ 
cated  in  the  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  entered  upon  a  business 
career  as  a  traveling  salesman  for  his  father,  who  was  a  manufacturer 
in  that  place  of  wagon  axles,  nuts,  bolts,  etc.  At  a  later  day  he  became 
a  clerk  in  the  private  banking  house  of  Gilbert  &  Gay,  in  Winstcd.  While 
residing  in  that  village  he  married,  and  of  his  marriage  were  bom  two 
children,  both  or  whom  survived  the  father:  ^Irs.  James  Erasic,  of 
Vv'insted.  Connecticut;  and  !Mrs.  George  D.  Hurlock.  of  New  York.  His 
second  marriage  was  to  Rose  Terry  Cooke,  a  pleasing  writer  of  both 
poetry  and  prose,  and  this  event  gave  a  different  direction  to  the  life  of 
the  husband. 

Learning  of  an  opening  for  a  banking  business  in  Pittsfield,  j\Iassa- 
chu.=etts.  and  liaving  had  e-\perience  in  that  line,  ^Ir.  Cooke  inclin.ed  to 
locating  in  that  city,  and  his  purpose  ^va3  seconded  with  genuine  enthus- 
iasm by  his  wife,  whose  artistic  temperament  made  her  an  ardent  ad- 
m.irer  of  the  scenery  of  the  Berkshires.  Up'jn  first  coming  to  the  city, 
Mr.  Cooke  became  associated  with  James  'SI.  Burns  in  the  banking  firm 
or  Burns  &  Cooke.  They  continued  in  this  Ijusiness  ab<>ut  a  year,  when 
!Mr.  Burns  v/ithdrew.  Mr.  Cooke  remaining  as  sole  manager.  Shortly 
afterward,  however,  he  abandoned  the  business  to  devote  idmself  ex- 
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clusively  lo  genealogical  and  kindred  researcli,  fields  in  which  he  made 
for  himself  high  reputarion  and  contributed  materially  to  the  fund  of 
knowledge  along  these  lines.  He  was  indefatigable  in  his  nwestiga- 
tions,  and  not  only  made  familiar  acquaintance  with  record  material  in 
the  court  house  of  Berkshire  county  :md  tlic  Picrkshire  Athenaeum,  but 
repeatedly  visited  distant  cities  in  his  search  for  missing  links  in  fam- 
ily chains,  and  his  services  were  called  into  requisition  by  people  of 
standing  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States,  scarcely  a  day  passing  but  lie 
received  inquiries  for  information,  or  solicitation  to  enter  upon  some 
special  genealogical  work.  About  a  year  before  his  death,  was  issued 
from  the  press  his  Genealogy  of  the  Phelps  Family,"  in  two  volumes. 
His  most  laborious  and  nc>table  undertaking  was  that  upon  which  he 
was  engaged  v.dien  he  came  to  his  tragic  end — the  "  Genealogy  of  the 
Bradford  Family."  In  the  compilation  of  this  monumental  work  he 
had  obtained  ten  thousan.d  names  of  descendants  of  the  original 
Bradford,  and  their  proper  arrang'ement  and  relation  im'olved  incessant 
and  most  painstaking  effort.  At  the  same  time  he  was  giving  editorial 
direction  to  the  preparation  of  our  present  vohimes.  "  Historic  Homes 
and  Institutions  and  Genealogical  and  Personal  ^Memoirs  of  Berkshire 
County,  ^Massachusetts,''  and  writing  a  ix>rtion  of  their  contents.  That 
he  v/as  not  permitted  to  bring  to  a  conclusion  either  of  these  works  is 
to  be  deeply  regretted,  and  by  none  more  than  by  the  publishers  of  that 
last  mentioned,  who  treasure  his  memrsry  as  not  only  a  careful  and  use- 
ful collaborator,  but  a  sincere  personal  friend.  That  his  labors  along 
these  his  chosen  lines  were  labors  of  love,  is  amply  attested  not  alotie  by 
the  enthusiasm  with  which  he  responded  to  even-  call,  but  by  the  dis- 
position he  made  of  his  genealogical  and  historical  memorabilia.  Real- 
izing th.e  uncertainty  of  life,  and  determined  to  place  these  accumulations 
of  a  lifetime  beyond  the  possibility  of  dispersion,  a  little  more  than  a 
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year  before  his  death  (October  15,  IQ03),  Mr.  Cooke  presented. to  the 
Berkshire  Athenaeiini  his  most  valunble  records,  accompanying-  his  gift 
with  a  letter  in  which  he  said  tliat  it  was  his  design  that  it  should  cover 
all  of  his  papers  and  records,  reserving  the  i»ssession  and  use  of  them 
during  his  lifetime. 

]\Ir.  Cooke's  ptiblished  letters  and  articles  upon  special  topics  would 
fill  a  good  sized  volume.  He  was  also  autlior  of  a  handsome  brochu.re 
issued  by  the  Berkshire  Life  Insurance  Company,  "  Rides  and  Drives  in 
Berkshire.''  He  was  an  enthusiastic  lover  of  nature,  and  the  beautiful 
scenery  of  this  region  had  no  more  enthusiastic  admirer  than  he.  He 
was  the  most  noted  pedestrian  in  Piitsheld,  covering  long  distances  with- 
out apparent  fatigue,  his  walks  frequently  extending  to  his  old  home  at 
Winsted,  Connecticut,  as  well  as  to  Norfolk  and  Canaan.  Greylock 
Mountain  was  n  constant  source  of  pleasure  to  him.  When  winter  be- 
gan to  die  and  the  snows  to  melt  away,  he  would  set  off  for  the  siunmit 
of  "  the  great  hill,''  and  when  he  returned  he  invariably  had  a  pleasant 
stoiy  to  tell  of  his  trip.  Strange  markings  upon  the  mountain  side  were 
to  him  full  of  stiggestion  and  interest,  and  as  a  naturalist  he  found  much 
pleasure  in  identifying  animals  and  birds  by  their  footprints.  It  often 
occurred  that  he  conducted  parties  on  trips  up  the  mountain  to  see  the 
sun  rise,  and  on  such  occasions  his  good  comradeship  was  manifested  at 
its  best.  Before  others  took  much  interest  in  Greylock  ^Mountain,  he 
blazed  a  way  to  its  sitmmit,  and  many  of  the  subsequent  improvements 
upon  the  reservation  were  directly  traceable  to  his  unflagging  interest, 
enthusiasm  and  suggestion.  He  knew  the  needs  of  the  mountain,  and 
he  wrote  of  them  frecpaently,  sometimes  o\'er  his  own  proper  signature, 
and  again  under  a  nom  de  plume.  His  interest  in  historical  subjects 
also  led  him  into  arduous  explorations,  and  he  was  recognized  along 
theie  lines  as  the  most  eminently  useful  member  of  the  local  cliapter  of 
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the  Son^  of  the  .Vmerican  Revolution.  At  trie  meeting'  of  the  Berkshire 
Chapter.  Sons  of  the  American  Rcv.'liuion,  held  within  a  wcelx  hcfore 
his  death,  he  urged  that  the  site  of  Easton's  Ta\  em  shi-aild  1>e  in  some 
vray  indicated  for  the  benefit  of  future  generations.  In  I)is  journeyings 
through  the  county  on  his  errands  of  investigation,  he  made  a  rare  col- 
lection of  singidar  inscriptions  upon  old  gravestones,  many  of  them  so 
nearly  obliterated  by  the  elements  that  their  decipliering  involved  much 
time  and  patience. 

During'  his  residence  in  Pittsrleld.  }>[r.  Cooke  performed  efficient 
service  in  connection  v.'ith  \ariious  institutions  and  enterprises.  Besides 
the  Sons  of  th.e  American  Revolution,  he  was  one  of  the  best  equipped 
and  most  active  members  of  the  Berkshire  Historical  and  .Scientific  So- 
ciety, the  Monday  Evening  Club  and  other  organizations,  and  in  the 
palmy  days  of  its  existence  he  was  secretary'  of  the  Berksliire  County 
Agricultural  Society.  He  it  was  who  installed  the  inde.x  .system,  so- 
called,  which  from  that  day  has  been  used  with  excellent  .success  in 
connection  v.'ith  local  records.  He  remiarked  shortly  before  his  death 
that  the  system  so  long  used  by  him  had  just  been  copyrighted,  and 
said,  "I  should  have  done  the  same  thing;  I  might  be  rich  now  if  I 
had."  But  he  gave  little  thought  to  money-maki;ig.  His  occupations 
were  to  him  fertile  fields  for  labor  -vxhich  should  have  enduring  value, 
for  the  good  they  Avould  yield  to  others,  not  the  compensation  which 
would  accrue  to  him. 

He  was  an  ardent  Rcrmblican  his  life  through,  v/as  at  one  time  sec- 
retary of  the  city  com.m.ittee  of  his  partv-,  and  performed  a  great  deal  of 
efificient  service  in  the  party  ranks.  To  him  the  party  represented  much 
more  than  a  mere  name.  He  revered  it  for  its  principles  and  its  tradi- 
tions. His  first  presidential  vote  v.-as  cast  for  the  second  election  of 
AVjraham  Lincoln,  whose  memory  he  held  in  love  and  honor  for  his 
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personal  lofty  cliaracier,  his  niartyrdoui,  as  well  as  for  the  noble  princi- 
ples for  which  he  stc>-od,  lived  and  died.  His  last  presidential  vote  was 
for  Tiieodore  Roosevelt,  whom  he  ardently  admired,  regarding  hini  as 
one  of  the  greatest  products  of  his  generation. 

Mr.  Cooke  was  in  every  hbrc  of  his  being  a  njodel  Ch.ristian  gentle- 
man. He  detested  shams,  and  with  the  lance  of  his  gcod-natiu'ed  sar- 
casn")  would  pierce  the  shield  of  pretence  and  unreahty.  He  was,  how- 
evei,  abundant  in  charity,  and  was  wont  to  say  that  the  perfect  man 
does  not  exist  on  earth.  Such  a  one,  lie  declared,  would  be  so  lonesome 
that  he  wotild  needs  be  relegated  to  a  settlement  of  which  he  ^\'as  the 
sole  inhabitant.  He  possessed  a  line  literary  taste,  and  his  excellent 
library,  coritaining  many  rare  volumes,  was  his  most  delightful  resort. 
He  delighted  in  good  fellowship,  and  enjoyed  sitting  by  the  hour  with' 
congenial  spirits,  discussing  current  topics,  old  tales  and  old  poems.  His 
mind,  alert  and  keen,  was  quick  to  grasp  and  hold  the  meaning  of' the 
beautiful  and  true.  His  hurnor  was  bright  and  sparklirig.  He  enjoyed 
a  pointed  btit  clean  story,  and,  like  a  true  artist,  could  give  one  a  clever 
telling.  He  was  cj^uick  to  discern  an  opening  for  a  pun,  and  was  an 
adept  in  such  v.  it. 

Until  the  death  of  his  second  wife  (Rose  Terry  Cooke)  about  eleven 
years  ago,  the  couple  occupied  the  Brewster  house  on  East  street,  in 
Pittsfieid.  After  her  death  he  occupied  apartments  in  the  ^dartin  Block, 
on  Bank  Row,  and  later  in  the  Wendell  annex  on  West  street,  where 
he  sustained  the  injuries  that  resulted  in  his  death,  in  the  evening  of 
Friday,  December  9,  1904.  Clad  only  in  his  underclothes,  ablaze  from 
head  to  foot,  and  crying  piteously  for  help,  he  was  found  by  those  at- 
tracted by  his  cries,  in  the  hallway  in  front  c>f  his  room,  and  before 
assistance  could  be  rendered  was  so  severely  burned  that  he  died  about 
midnight  at  the  House  of  Mere}-,  to  which  institution  he  was  hurriedly 
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removed.  Just  how  tlie  accident  occurreil  is  not  known,  but  the  pre- 
sumption was  tliat  as  he  was  aV>out  to  rcrire  a  keroser.c  lamp  exploded, 
scattering  the  burning  oil  over  his  garments,  wrapping  him  in  a  sheet 
of  flame,  and  practically  burning  the  skin  from  off  his  entire  body.  I'lis 
anguish  vras  so  unsupportable  that  he  kept  fcetly  saying  to  the  i)hysician 
who  v,-as  endeavoring  to  alleviate  his  suft'erings,  "  Please  let  me  die." 

The  funeral  services  were  held  on  }vIonday.  December  12,  1904, 
conducted  by  the  Rev.  T.  Xickerson,  Jr..  rector  of  St.  Stephen's 
(Protestant  Episcopal)  church,  of  winch  i\[r.  Cooke  was  a  communi- 
cant. 

.    ■     CHARLES  DWIGHT  SABIN. 

Youngest  of  the  six  children  of  the  late  Dr.  Sabin,  of  Williams- 
town,  is  Charles  Dwight  Sabin.  born  at  W'illiamstown.  July  22,  1849. 
He  received  his  initial  schooling  under  Professor  Griffin,  then  taking 
an  academic  course  at  Greylock  Institute,  and  entering  Williams  Col- 
lege with  the  intention  of  eventually  studying  medicine. 

He  developed  business  ambition  along  mercantile  lines,  liowever, 
before  matriculation,  leaving  college  to  enter  the  employ  of  Miller  & 
Company,  commission  merchants,  82  Broadway,  New  York  city,  and 
subsequently  became  associated  with  iMcFarlane  &  Randell.  produce 
commission  merchants.  17  Front  street,  New  York.  Upon  the  retire- 
ment of  the  senior  member  of  the  latter  firm,  Mr.  Sabin  attained  to 
the  junior  partnership,  and  three  years  later  v>-as  sole  proprietor  of  the 
business.  From  1S81  to  189 1  a  brother.  Henry  Sabin,  was  his  busi- 
ness associate.  Mr.  Sabin  is  a  member  of  the  Produce  Exchange,  and 
was  one  of  the  board  of  managers  during  the  erection  of  the  splendid 
structure  which  is  the  home  of  that  most  important  trade  institution  of 
the  metropolis.    Mr.  Sabin  served  for  six  years  as  member  and  first 
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lieutenant  in  the  Twenty-second  Reginietit  Xew  York  National  Guard. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Union  League  and  New  York  Athletic  Clubs, 
and  the  Xew  York  Qiapter  of  Sons  of  Anterican  Revolution. 

Pie  married,  September  iS.  i8go.  Susie  G.,  daughter  of  the  late 
Henry  A.  Tilden,  a  brother  of  the  late  Samuel  J.  Tilden,  Democratic 
leader  and  statesman.  2\Ir.  Sabin  is  the  present  owner  of  Samuel  J. 
Tilden' s  farm  estate  at  Gramercy  Park. 

Mr.  and  i^Irs.  Sabin's  children  are  Elizabeth  T.,  born  October  9, 
1S92.  and  Charles  D.  Sabin,  Jr..  bvorn  December  4,  1S95.  The  New 
York  residence  of  the  family  is  175  W.  58th  street,  and  the  summer 
home  on  South  street.  Pittsfleld.  ^Jrs.  Sabin  is  a  member  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  Anierican  Revolution,  the  Colonial  l])ames,  and  the 
Mayflov/er  Ass^Dciation.  • 

GEORGE  WIXSLOW  CLARK. 

The  travelin.g  public  has  long  sirice  learned  that  there  is  no  surer 
index  of  the  prosperity  of  a  community  than  the  character  and  conduct 
of  its  principal  hostelries.  Given  a  center  of  population,  great  or  small, 
whose  hotels  are  devoid  of  attractiveness  and  that  place  will  invariably 
be  discovered  to  be  in  a  state  of  business  apathy.  On  the  other  hand 
such  towns  as  have  their  visitors  well  cared  for  are  characterized  by  a 
general  progressiveness.  It  follows  therefore  that  the  up-to-date  land- 
lord is  an  important  factor  in  civilization.  To  the  gentleman  whose 
name  introduces  these  memoirs  is  due  no  inconsiderable  measure  of  the 
credit  for  the  substantial  growth  of  Pittsfield  during  recent  years.  As 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  Plumb  and  Clark,  proprietors  of  the  New  Amer- 
ican, ]\Ir.  Clark's  managerial  capacity  ha^  been  eminently  of  the  type 
that  stands  for  progress. 
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Mr.  Clark  is  a  product  of  that  sturdy  sbDck,  the  physical  and  mental 
vigor  of  whicli  proA'ed  abundantly  equal  to  tlie  stalwart  stand  wliich  it 
tGok  against  ihe  tyranny  of  tlie  Old  and  built  up  the  magnificent  cluster 
of  comr.-iOn\vealths  Avliich  constitute  the  New  England.  He  is  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  fourth  of  the  generations  of  the  Clark  family  to  hold 
residence  in  Berkshire  county,  ?Nlassachusett3,  his  paternal  great-grand- 
father, Samuel  Clark,  a  native  of  Haddam,  Connecticut,  having  located 
v.p'-n  a  small  fai'm  in  Lenox  more  than  one  hundred  years  ago.  Sam- 
uel Clark  v.-as  a  revolutionary  soldier  and  was  one  of  the  patriot  pris- 
oners who  while  confined  in  the  Old  Sugar  House  "'  in  Xe^v  York 
city  were  poisoned  through  drinking  the  v/atcr  from  the  well  at  their 
place  of  conhnemcnt.  "Whether  a  dastard  attempt  to  kill  these  prisoners 
by  dropping  poison  into  the  well  which  supplied  them  was  really  made 
or  the  water  was  thus  contaminated  through  other  causes  is  a  mooted 
question.  Certain  it  is,  however,  that  a  number  of  victims  perished  as 
a  restilt  of  a  diabolical  deed  or  equally  criminal  neglect,  and  that  Samuel 
Clark  narrowly  escaped  with  his  life  and  suffered  a  seriously  impaired 
constitution  thereafter  in  consequence.  His  wife,  Hannay  Way,  v;as 
also  a  native  of  Haddam.  Among  their  children  was  Joseph  Rice  Clark, 
who  was  torn  at  Tolland,  Connecticut,  conducted  a  wagon  making  estab- 
lishment in  Lenox,  subsecjuently  purchasing  a  fann  at  the  same  place, 
adjoining  tliat  form.erly  owned  by  Henry  Ward  Beecher.  This  tract 
of  land  Mr.  Clark  continued  to  cultivate  for  a  period  of  fifty  years. 
He  died  February  6,  1875.  His  v.  ife  was  Susan  Smith,  a  native  of  Lee, 
^Massachusetts.  Joseph  Rice  Clark  was  sergeant  in  a  cavalry  company 
enlisted  for  service  in  the  war  of  18 12. 

His  son,  William  Marshall  Clark,  was  Lorn  at  Lenox,  February 
12,  1823,  completed  his  education  at  Lenox  Academy  and  soon  there- 
after embarked  in  business  by  establishing  a  general  store  at  Lenox, 
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which  he  conducted  Avith  fair  success  up  to  Liic  historic  hard  times  of 
'57  v."hcn  he  was  compelled  to  abandon  this,  enterprise.  Lie  was  there- 
after variously  employed  up  to  1S7S  whuw  he  located  at  Pittsfield. 
where  he  has  since  resided.  For  eighteen  years  continuously  ]\Ir.  Clark 
h.as  discharged  most  einciently  the  duties  of  the  office  of  assessor,  of 
which  h.e  is  still  the  incunihent.  He  is  a  true  gentleman  of  the  old 
school  of  unblemished  reputation,  a  man  of  unquestioned  pi-obity  and 
generally  recognized  usefulness.  He  married  in  1850  Irene,  daughter 
of  the  late  Ocran  Curtis,  of  Lenox.  }^Ias?achusetts.  (See  Curtis  Fam- 
ily, this  publication.)  Of  the  children  of  "Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  AFar- 
shall  Clark,  the  eldest  son.  William  R.  Clark,  is  an  assistant  in  his 
fathers  cfiice.  and  IJeniy  S.  Clark,  the  youngest  son.  is  a  physician 
whose  general  education  was  completed  at  Williams  College,  who  ^xas 
grad-uated  from  Jefferson  }>Iedical  College  and  has  been  engaged  in  the 
successful  practice  of  his  profession  for  nearly  twenty  years  in  Xew 
York  city. 

George  Winslow  Clark,  second  in  order  of  birth  of  the  sons  of 
William  !M.  Clark,  was  born  at  Lenox,  ]\Iay  16,  1S54.  He  attended  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  place  and  took  a  preparatory  course  at 
Lenox  Academy  for  the  scientific  course  at  Ann  Arbor.  Prepared  for 
entrance  at  the  latter  institution,  in  1872,  he  deviated  from  the  plan 
which  he  had  fonn.ed  for  his  life  work  by  an  offer  of  employment  at 
a  tempting  salary-  from  the  Berkshire  Life  Insurance  Company  at  the 
official  home  of  that  great  local  institution  in  Pittsfield.  Tliis  associa- 
tion continued  for  a  Tjieriod  of  seventeen  years,  during  which  time  'Sir. 
Clark  was  promoted  from  time  to  time,  occupying  the  position  of  cashier 
at  the  time  of  his  resignation  in  18S9.  This  latter  step  was  taken  for 
the  purpose  of  entering  inio  partnership  association  with  Mr.  Arthur 
W.  Plumb  ''see  sketch,  this  v.-ork)  to. conduct  the  American  House, 
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^t  ritt?held..  the  gc-'^d  \v:!l,  fixtures  and  tnrnituie  of  vvliich  Mere  pur- 
chriStd  froiB  Mr.  Cebra  Onackenbnsli,  forn^.er  proprietor  of  the  hotel 
and  then  and  still  o\^"ner  of  the  premises.  The  success  attendant  upon 
the  venture  of  IMessrs.  Plumb  and  Clark  necessitated  the  material  en- 
largement and  general  inipro\-enient  of  the  original  structure,  and  the 
present  coir.m.odious  and  thoroughly  well-ecpaipped  edifice,  since  known 
as  tliC  ■■'  Xew  American."  was  built  in  1898-9.  During  this  interim  the 
firn-i  of  I'lumb  and  Clark  took  a  lease  of  the  Wendell  Hotel  and  con- 
ductcd  that  house  from  Februaiw  to  the  close  of  1S99.  That  Mr.  Clark 
has  mastered  the  multitudinous  details  attendant  upon  the  successful 
conduct  of  the  modern  hotel  is  attested  by  the  popularity  of  the  New 
Am.erican  with  thp  traveling  public  and  the  justifiable  pride  with  which 
it  is  regarded  by  tlie  citizens  of  Pitisfield  especially  and  the  people  of 
Berk.=hire  county  generall}-.  !Mr.  Clark  married  in  1879  Fannie,  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  William  Dexter  Brown  Linn,  for  many  years  a  dealer 
in  marble  and  monuments  at  Pittsfield. 


THEODORE  RODNEY  GLENTZ. 

The  subject  of  this  n;emoir  was  one  of  that  fortunately  large  group 
of  men.  natives  of  Berkshire  countv,  who,  naturallv  endowed  with 
capability,  courage  and  conscience,  wrought  within  its  borders  to  its 
splendid  dc\eIopment.  He  was  born  in  1835,  son  of  George  F.  Glentz, 
one  of  the  early  merchants  of  Pittsfield.  who  died  in  1881. 

Theodore  R.  Glentz  recei\-ed  a  limited  public  scliool  education,  and 
after  a  brief  period  of  employment  as  a  boy  in  one  of  the  woolen  mills 
of  Pittsfield  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  trade  of  carpenter.  He  mas- 
tered it  readily  and  was  doing  journeyman's  work  and  receiving  jour- 
neyman's pay  while  yet  a  youth.    He  had  barely  attained  his  majority 
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Avlien.  in  association  with  Thomas  Atwood.  he  cstabHshcd  a  planing  mill 
business  on  Xortli  street.  Piitsficld.  This  business  relation  was 
severed  a  few  years  later  npon  Mr.  Glentz's  removal  to  A'crgenncs.  Ver- 
mont, wh.ere  he  was  engaged  in  manufacturing  for  a  short  period,  re- 
turning tlience  to  renew  his  residence  in  Pittsficld,  wlicrc  he  entered  the 
employ  of  Butler  &  }ilerrill,  planing  mill  proprietors. 

He  founded  a  planing  mill  and  contractin.g  and  luiilding  business  in 
Pittsfield  ill  1880,  and.  having  acquired  a  most  excellent  reputation  for 
skillful  workmanship  and  business  integrity,,  was  speedily  possessed  of  a 
patrcn.age  wliich  included  a  large  share  of  th.c  work  of  the  leading  invest- 
ors in  realty  improvements  in  the  county  seat  and  vicinity.  He  ^vas 
always  the  interested  mechanic  given  to  burthen  hinisclf  with  much  man- 
ual labor  in  showing  his  employees  right  methods,  the  while  bearing  as 
well  all  of  the  burdens  of  t!ie  contractors"  responsibilities.  This  double 
duty  told  heavily  upon  him,  and  when  at  sixty-three  he  should  have  been 
in  the  full  vigor  of  manhood,  he  suffered  a  collapse  of  the  nervous  s\-s- 
tern  and  a  fev>-  years  later  died. 

He  had  little  time  or  taste  for  politics,  holding  office  but  once,  wlien 
he  was  elected  as  Republican  nominee  to  represent  the  third  ward  in 
Pittsfield's  board  of  aldermen.  He  \va5  a  lifelong  and  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  ^Methodist  Episcopal  cluirch.  There  is  but  one  opinion  of 
Theodore  Rodney  Glentz.  viz. :  that  he  was  a  Christian  gentleman. 

He  married  Millicent,  daughter  of  the  late  Cyrus  Cleveland,  farmicr, 
of  Dalton.  Mrs.  Glentz,  who  resides  in  Pittsfield,  had  three  children, 
one  of  whom,  the  eldest.  Olin  Glentz.  is  deceased.  The  surviving  chil- 
dren are  Bessie  G..  wife  of  Fred  L.  Chene\-,  hunbcr  dealer  of  Pittsfield; 
and  Harley  C.  Glentz,  since  1902  engaged  in  a  managerial  capacity  with 
the  Glentz  Woodworking  Company. 
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THOMAS   WHITE   NICKKRSON.  Jr. 

Tl)e  g'cntlcman  wiiose  name  introduces  these  memoirs,  rector  of 
,?t.  Stcplien's,  Pittsne'.d.  has  demonstrated  hiis  eminent  fitness  for  his 
higli  calling  by  the  abundant  success  of  his  ministrations,  the  parish 
being  in  a  most  tlourish.ing  condition  arid  a  recognized  valuable  factor 
in  the  nioral  uplift  of  the  community.  He  was  born  in  Boston,  Massa- 
chusetts. January  25.  1S5S.  son  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  AA'hite  and  iMartha 
Tillinghast  (A\'cstcort)  Xickerson.  both  natives  of  Massachusetts,  and 
descended  ircnv.  the  earliest  English  settlers  of  Xevv  England. 

Tlie  founder  of  the  American  family  -vvas  "William  Nickerson,  born 
in  England,  in  1604.  and  who  came  from  Norwich  with  his  wife  and 
children  in.  1637  to  the  American  colonies,  temporarily  locating  in 
Boston,  tlience  removing  to  Yarmouth  and  eventually  settling  on  the 
present  site  of  the  tov.-n  of  Chatham,  haAing  purch.ased  there  froin  the 
Indians  a  large  tract  of  land,  sonie  of  which  is  still  in  the  possession 
of  his  direct  descendants.  He  married  Anne  Bu.sby,  daughter  of 
Xicholas  Buslw,  also  an  English  colonist,  resident  of  Boston,  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Nicholas  Nickerson,  eldest  of  the  sons  of  \\'illiam  and  Anne 
(Busby)  Nickerson,  v\-as  born  in  Norwich,  Erigland,  in  1630,  and  mar- 
ried Esther  Bassett,  whose  father  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Cape 
Cod. 

Their  eldest  son,  William  Nickerson,  born  in  1G58,  married  Mary 
Snow,  whose  ancestors  included  Governor  Prince  and  Stephen  Hop- 
kins, of  Mayflower  fame. 

El'xjnezer  Nickerson,  third  son  of  the  last  mentioned  William 
Nickerson,  born  June  13.  1697,  married  Elizabeth  ^layo,  great-grand- 
daughter of  the  Rev.  John  !NLayo,  the  first  minister  of  the  second  church 
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established  in  Boston,  and  numbering-  amnng-  her  hneal  connections  th(jse 
disting\iished  Puritans,  John  Fi"eeman,  Governor  Prince  and  Elder 
Brewster. 

Seth  Xickerson,  eldest  son  of  Ebenezer  Nickerson,  ^\■as  born  Octo- 
ber 21.  1737.  and  married  ^Mary  Smith,  of  Chatham,  also  descended 
from  ^Mayflower  stock. 

llieir  son  Elienezcr  Nickerson,  grandfather  of  the  immediate  sub- 
ject of  these  memoirs,  was  born  August  17,  I/6S,  in  Provincetown, 
Massachusetts,  and  married,  secondly,  Septenilxn-  29,  1805,  Eudoxa, 
daughter  cf  Thomas  \Vhite,  of  Lexington-Concord  stock.  Ebenezer 
Xickerson  achieved  remarkable  business  success,  being  accou.nted  one 
of  the  leading"  merchants  of  his  day  and  having  quite  extensive  shipping 
interests. 

His  son,  Rev.  Thomas  AVhite  Nickerson,  a  retired  Episcopal  clergy- 
man, married  a  daughter  of  Stephen  Westcott,  a  leading  leather  mer- 
chant. Stephen  A\'estcott  was  lineally  descended  from  Slukeley  West- 
cott, one  of  the  original  proprietors  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  in 
Avhich  state  many  of  his  descendants  continue  to  reside.  The  direct  line 
from  Stukeley  to  Stephen  Westcott  is  through  Jeremiah,  Samuel,  Ben- 
jamin, Captain  James  and  James  Westcott.  The  -wife  of  Steplicn  West- 
cott, iMary  Smith  Barker,  was  of  old  colony  stock. 

•Thomas  White  Nickerson,  Jr.,  received  his  preliminary  schooling  in 
Boston,  was  graduated  from  Phillips  Academy,  Andover,  with  the  class 
of  '76,  and"  from  Harvard  College,  class  of  "So.  He  then  entered  the 
General  Theological  Seminary  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church,  New- 
York  ciry,  graduating  in  1884,  and  receiving  his  B.D.  degree  therefrom 
in  1S86.  He  was  ordained  deacon,  June  18,  1884,  in  Cambridge,  Alassa- 
chusetts,  by  Bishop  Paddock;  and  ordained  priest  in  New  York  city,  ]VIay 
31,  1885,  by  Bishop  Henry  C.  Potter.    I'rom  September.  1884.  to  Jui;e, 
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18S7.  'Mr.  Xickerson  was  assistrini  to  tiie  rector  of  Calvary  church,  New 
York.  Dr.  Henry  Y.  Satter'ee;  uovn-  Bishop  of  Washington.  From  June, 
1SS7.  ro  Tune,  1S95.  he  was  rector  of  St.  Paul's.  Paterson,  New  Jersey, 
and  this  initial  charge  developed  a  capacity  for  splendid  service.  He  early 
established  a  mission  (now  St.  Luke's),  and  upon  In's  own  cong'regation 
growin.g  to  unwieldy  proportions  divided  tliC  parish,  thus  foimdiug  tlie 
present  St.  Clark's  church.  During  his  ministry  a  new  church  site  was 
purchased  by  his  congregation,  and  the  initial  v^'ork  generally  accom- 
plished which  resulted  in  the  erection  of  one  of  the  most  beautiful  churcli 
edilices  in  Xew  Jersey.  His  next  charge  was  the  rectorship  of  the 
Church  of  the  ^.lessiah.  Boston,  where  he  remained  from  1895  to  1S98. 
In  the  spring  of  1900  he  ^va3  secured  as  rector  of  St.  Stephen's,  Pitts- 
field,  which  he  has  since  served  as  heretofore  indicated  with  beneficent 
results  to  both  congregatiou  and  community.  He  has  taken  an  es- 
pecially active  interest  in  the  local  unioji  for  Home  \\"ork  serving  as 
chairman  of  its  executive  committee.  He  is  secretaiy  of  the  standing 
com.mittee  of  the  di'ocese  of  western  ^^lassachusetts ;  a  member  of  the 
Pittsfield  Monday  Evening  and  Park  Clubs,  and  of  the  Colonial  Wars 
and  Mayflower  Societies  of  ?\Iassochusetts. 

He  married,  January  10,  18SS,  ]\Iary  Louisa,  daughter  of  the  late 
Rev.  Eugene  Augustus  Hoffman,  the  distinguished  dean  of  the  General 
Theological  Seminary,  Xew  York.  One  son  born  of  this  union  Decem- 
ber 6,  1888,  Hoftman  X'ickerson,  is  a  studeiit  of  St.  Mark's  school, 
Southlwrough,  ^Massachusetts. 

JOHX  FORru:ST  KELLY. 
-    John  Forrest  Kelly,  of  Pittsfield.  who  has  materially  contributed  to 
electrical  science  and  its  applications,  is  a  type  of  those  foreigndK)rn 
citizens  who  unite  v.dth  the  steady  forceful  characteristics  of  their  an- 
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cestors  a  reridy  adaptabilily  to  new  coiuliiioiis.  a  w  ell-directei!  ^[lirit  of 
enterprise,  and  an  un;.\vervin_y"  loyalty  to  the  institutions  and  ^-OA-ernment 
tb.eir  ad'"pted  country.  Me  i.s  a  representatix  e  of  one  of  the  most 
ancient  and  hon.oralde  fannhes  in  Ireland,  and  several  of  Itis  ancestors 
and  their  eolhteral  relatives  achieved  distinction  in  various  professional 
lines.  He  \^-as  b^>rn  near  Carrick-on-Suir,  Ireland,  ^Larch  28,  1859.  a 
son  of  Jerennah  and  Kate  (  Forrest)  Keliv,  both  of  whom  scr\-ed  in  the 
capacity  of  teacb.ers. 

John.  F.  Kelly  received  tlie  (Icgrees  of  B.L.  and  Ph.D.  ir,  1878  and 
1881,.  respectivelN",  from  Sie\ens  Institute  of  Tcchn(:)logy  in  I-IoFoken, 
Xew  Jersey.  Fie  gained  b.is  first  practical  business  knoAvledge  as  assist- 
ant to  Thomas  A.  Edis-m  in  ^.leulo  Park  laborat<:)ry,  his  work  tlien  prin- 
cipally relating  to  the  chesnistry  of  rave  earths.  During-  the  latter  part 
of  the  year  1879  'Mr.  Ke'ly  l;ecame  electrical  eng-ineer  of  the  Xew  York 
branch,  of  the  A\'e^iern  Electric  Company,  this  being  the  time  when  the 
telephone  was  being-  generally  introduced  and  when  dynamos  were  being 
first  appliedi  to  telegraphic  purp(!ses.  In  the  cor.struction  and  instalhnent 
of  instruments  for  tclegr;;pliy  and  telephones  and  of  such  measuring  in- 
struments as  were  then  Icnown,  lie  recei\-ed  a  thorough  training  wliich 
proved  valuable  to  him  iii  his  later  career.  In  1S82  he  became  lal)oratory 
rssistant  to  Edward  Weston,  then  chief  electrician  of  the  United  States 
Electric  Lighting  Compativ,  and  w  ith  the  exce);tioii  of  a  year  which  he 
spent  in  connection  with  the  Remingtons,  continued  his  associiition  with 
Mr.  Weston  until  July,  1886.  Some  of  tlie  most  important  work,  such 
as  the  research  which  ended  in  th.e  disco\ery  oi  high  resistance  a!lo}-s 
of  ven.'  low  or  even  negative  temperature  coetticients,  were  substantially 
carried  out  b\-  Mr.  Kelly  under  a  few  general  directions  from  -Mr. 
Weston,  whom.  Mr.  Kelly  succeeded  as  chief  electrician  of  the  United 
States  Flectrir  Lighting  Company,  which  in  1889  passed  to  the  W'esting- 
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house  interests,  ]\lr.  Keil\'  remaining  \\\  iliis  prisition  until  Jnnunry,  1892, 
when  he  resigned  to  join  Williarii  Stanley  in  experimental  work. 

^'"r.  Kelly's  in\-e-itivc  work  is  pavtialh-  represented  by  eighty  p-atents. 
The  art  of  building  transformers  and  generators  of  alternating  currents 
was  revolutionized  and  ]Mr.  Kelly  and  his  colleagues  \^•ere  tlie  tirst  to  put 
TX)lvphase  motors  into  actual  commercial  serv'ice.  That  success  naturally 
led  to  long-distance  transnn'ssion  work  a.nd  t'b.e  tirst  long-distance  trans- 
mission plants  in  California  (indeed  the  first  in  the  \\(irlfr)  were  under- 
taken on  !Mr.  Kelly's  recommendation  and  advice.  Alcst  of  his  VvOrk 
has  been  cf  too  technical  a  character  to  command  popular  aiipreciation, 
such,  for  instance,  as  that  of  improving  the  quality  of  steel.  He  was  the 
first  one  to  make  an  liysterically  stable  steel,  a  matter  of  vastly  more 
importance  than  the  comparatively  spectacular  transmission  Avork.  At 
the  present  time  (1905)  ViX.  Kelly  occupies  the  position  of  president  of 
ehe  Jehn  Y.  Kelly  Engineering  Company,  the  Cokel  Company,  the  Tele- 
lectric  Cc^Tipany,  th.e  C'^nchas  River  Power  Companv,  and  director  of 
the  Southv\-e3tern  Exploration  Company.  The  Cokel  Company  is  or- 
ganized to  exploit  the  inveiilion  of  E.  W.  Cooke,  by  means  of  wliich 
fcMjd  stuft'  may  be  perfectly  dehydrated,  losing  on  the  average  ninety  per 
cent  in  weight.  ]-"rods  dehydrated  by  this  process,  altliough  free  from 
all  chemical  preservatives,  are  entirely  stable,  and  yet  preserve  their 
pristine  freshness  through  extremes  of  temperature,  and  when  served  are 
indistinguishable  fnjm  fresh  foods  of  the  ordinary  type.  The  Telelectric 
Company  i~  organized  for  the  manufacture  of  electric  piano  players, 
which  are  eitlier  entirely  automatic  or  entirely  controllable  at  will. 

Mr.  Keiiy  is  a  ny.;ml;er  of  the  .Vmerican  In-titute  of  Electrical  Engi- 
neer.s.  Amcican  Electrccben  Society,  American  Academy  of  Political 
Science.  A.merican  Economical  Associatioju.  American  Statistical  So- 
ciety, American-Irish  Historical,  and  Engineers"  Club,  all  of  the  United 
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State?,  and  also  has  mcniV'or^r.iji  in  the  Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers, 
Societ]^'  of  Arts  and  Irish.  Texts  Society  of  England  and  ihe  Societe 
Internationnle  des  Electriciens  of  Erance. 

!Mr.  Ke'iy  was  married  in  Xew  York  city  in  1892  to  Helen  Eischer, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  cliildren:  Eog'han  and  Domnall  Kelly. 

JACOB  GLMLICH. 

Among-  the  progressive  citizens  of  Piitsfield  few  have  had  a  wider 
sphere  of  usefulness  than  he  v/hose  name  introduces  these  memoirs. 
From  the  outset  cf  an  luiusually  successful  and  active  business  career 
the  large  demands  upon  his  time  have  not  preven.ted  attention  to  diverse 
public  interests  and  this  public  spiritedness  has  been  manifest  in  liberal 
CGI  uibutions  of  coin  as  well  as  of  counsel.  Withal  i\Ir.  Gimlich  is  of 
uuin-;peachable  integrity,  and  that  time  tried  and  often  misapplied  sen- 
ter.ce,  his  v.-ord  is  as  good  as  his  bond,"  is  widely  and  vrith  generally 
recognized  propriety  used  in  characterizing  him. 

Jacob  Gimlich,  Sr..  wlio  1i',ed  in  Rheinpfalz,  near  ]\Iannheim,  Ba- 
varia, where  he  ^vas  owner  of  a  productive  fruit  farm  and  vineyard,  was 
one  of  those  who,  with  Schurz.  Hccker,  Eoernstein  and  others,  were 
forced  to  liee  from  tlieir  native  land  on  account  of  their  unsuccessful 
attempt  t'.  bring  about  a  change  of  government  in  184S.  He  came  to 
the  United  States  in  that  year  with  his  wife  and  six  children,  and  settled 
in  Alban}',  New  York,  where  he  engaged  in  the  fruit  business.  His  wife 
v,-as  a  widow  li^^fcre  his  marriage  v.ith  her,  and  a  son  of  her  former 
marriage,  David  Greber,  sen-ed  in  the  L^nion  army  during  the  Civil 
war.  and  died  from  illness  contracted  in  the  line  of  duty.  Mr.  Gim- 
lich. Sr..  svibsecp.i.ently  ("1860)  took  up  his  residence  in  Pittsfield,  Tvlassa- 
chusetts.    In  1862  he  enlisted  in  th.e  Eifth  Regiment,  New  Jersey  In- 
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fan':ry,  with  wiiich  he  participated  in  the  siege  of  Yorktcnvii  and  othier 
operations  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  tmdcr  General  IMcLlellan.  He 
perfi^rmed  laitiu'ul  and  cotirageous  sen"ice  tmtil  he  was-  prostrated  by 
disease  wliich  necessitated  his  disch.arge,  and  h.e  died  soon  after  his  re- 
turn to  Pittsfielu.    Of  his  children 

Jacob  Gimlich,  born  in  Weisenlieim,  Bavaria,  October  4,  1845, 
married  Louisa  Ellen,  daughter  of  the  late  William  Feige,  of  Pitlsfield. 
Their  chiidien  are:  David  J.,  in  business  Avith  his  father;  he  married 
^ilarie,  daugh.ter  of  Vv'illiam  Wilcox,  of  Pittsneld.  Matilda  L.,  married 
Carl  Cyrus,  of  Bridgeport,  Connecticttt.  IMinnie,  married  George  PI. 
Bennett,  of  Bridgeport,  Connecticttt.  Alarie,  married  Ernest  Pluniphrey, 
of  PittsSeld,  Alassachttsetts.  Carrie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
iiiO.-.'JiS.  Amelia.  Caroline.  Clifford,  died  at  eleven  years  of  age.  Ar- 
thur, also  died  at  eleven  years  of  age. 

Soon  after  coming  to  Pitt^held  with  his  father,  ^ir.  Gimlich  en- 
tered the  Taconic  woolen  mill  and  learned  designing,  and  was  offered  a 
good,  position  in  that  department.  He  preferred,  however,  to  enter  into 
business  with  his  brother-in-law,  John  Vv'hite,  and  the  two  purchased  a 
small  brewer}'  in  which  they  began  operations  on  a  small  scale,  and  now 
they  are  owners  of  a  man"ime»th  establishment  two  hundred  feet  long, 
operated  under  the  corpjrate  title  of  Berkshire  Brewing  Association 
with  a  capital  slock  of  one  hundred  thousand  d<jllars,  and  a  capacity  of 
seventy  thousand  barrels  with  a  gratifying  yearly  increase  of  output. 
Mr.  Gimlich  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  City  Savings  Bank,  and  is 
yet  a  director.  He  also  holds  the  same  position  in  the  Berkshire  Loan 
and  Trust  Company  and  the  Co-Operative  Bank,  and  is  interested  in  the 
Third  National  Bank,  of  which  he  was  an  original  stockholder. 

He  is  past  chancellor  in  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alassachusetts.    He  is  a  meniber  of  Kas- 
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sid  Senate.  Ancient  Esscnic  Order,  and  of  the  local  camp  of  Sons  xyi 
Veterans.  ^Ir.  Gimlich  is  a  Democrat  of  tlie  stalwarl:  type,  and  has  been 
deleifated  to  numerous  conventions,  miuiicipal,  coimiy,  state  and  con- 
gressional, and  has  acceptably  represented  PittsHeld  in  the  state  assem- 
blv.  sessions  of  18S3  and  1884.  sending-  on  the  printing-  and  tovv'ns  com- 
mittees. Yiv.  Gir.ilich  has  been  for  more  than  forty  years  a  member  of 
Zion  Evangelical  Lutheran  church;  he  served  as  chairman  of  die  build- 
ing committee  in  the  erection  of  the  ediiice  in  which  the  congregation 
now  v\-orsh-ip.  was  for  thiny-four  years  a  member  of  the  church  choir, 
and  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  its  v,-elfare.  For  many  years 
he  was  active  in  his  connection  with  the  \'olunteer  Fire  Department  of 
Pittsiield.  Fie  is  a  director  of  the  ^lusgrove  Knitting  Mill  and  Berk- 
shire Aut-::nicbile  Company,  and  a  stockholder  of  the  Spark  Coil  Com- 
pany, of  Pittsfield.  and  Telelectric  Piano  Player  Company,  in  all  of 
which  connections  he  ir.terested  himself  rather  in  the  promotion  of  the 
general  itidustrial  interests  of  the  community  than  for  personal  profit. 
Mr.  Gimlich  purchased  in  'Shiy.  1905.  the  Colonnade  Hotel,  Sea  Breeze, 
Daytona.  Florida,  where  he  established  his  son-in-law.  }^^r.  George  H. 
Bennett,  as  lessee,  and  th.ere  Z\Ir.  Gimlich  spends  portions  of  each  win- 
ter. 

EUGFXE  BOUTOX.  A.  M.,  Ph.  D. 

Eugene  Eouton,  A.  Ph.  D..  late  superintendent  of  the  public 
schools,  Pittsfield,  ^lassachusetts.  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  John  Bouton, 
a  Fluguenot  who  fled  to  England  at  the  time  of  the  persecution  of  the 
Huguenots  in  France.  He  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  son  of  the 
Count  Xicholas  Bouton. 

John  Bouton  sailed  from  Gravesend.  England,  July.  1635,  in  the 
bark  "  Issuance,''  and  landed  at  Boston  in  December  of  the  same  year, 
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aged  twenty  years.  He  married  Joaa  Tunicy,  and  resided  first  in  Bos- 
ton and  then  in  Watertown.  Connecticut.  He  was  an  early  settler  in 
Hartford.  Ccnnccticut,  removing'  to  Xorwalk  in.  1651,  and  served  in 
many  orticial  positions  in  the  town,  and  was  a  representative  lor  several 
years  previous  to  1671.  His  wife  died  at  Xorwalk,  and  he  married 
(second),  Tanuai-y  i.  1656.  Abigail  Alarvin,  daughter  of  Matthew  Mar- 
vin, who  came  from  London,  England.  Slie  was  born  in  Hartford, 
Connecticut,  about  1640,  and  died  abciut  1672.  He  married  (third), 
about  1673,  2\Iary  Ste\xnson.  widow  of  Jonathan  Stevenson,  who  was 
killed  in  an  Indian  fight  near  Xorwalk.  John  Eouton  himself  died  in 
Danbury,  Connecticut,  and  left  an  estate  In  Xorwalk,  part  of  which  is 
still  in  the  hands  of  his  descendants.  He  had  two  children  by  his  first 
wife,  five  by  the  second,  and  four  b}-  tlie  third.  The  first  child  by  the 
third  wife  was 

Joseph  Bouton.  born  in  Xorwalk,  Connecticut.  He  was  a  captain 
under  General  Montgom^eiw  in  his  march  on  Quebec,  and  after  the  Avar 
settled  near  South  Salem,  Xew  York,  and  was  an  elder  in  the  Presby- 
terian churcli  there  until  he  died.  July  S,  1747.  He  liad  ifine  children. 
The  third  v/as 

Joseph  Bouton,  born  in  Xorwalk,  about  1725,  died  about  1778.  He 
married,  August  25,  174S,  Susannah  Raymond.  He  enlisted  in  the 
French  war  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  according  to  the  "  History  of  Xor- 
walk."'   He  had  eleven  children.    The  first  was 

William  Boutr>n,  born  in  Xorwalk.  in  the  year  1749,  died  2\Iay  30, 
1828.  He  married,  February  15,  1769,  Sarah  Benedict,  born  in  Xor- 
walk, June  15,  1752,  died  August  16,  1S44,  daughter  ot  John  and  Eliza- 
beth Benedict.  They  lived  in  Xorw-alk,  and  were  both  buried  in  Pine 
Island  Cemietcry,  at  South  Xorwaik.  They  had  fourteen  children.  The 
third  was 
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^^'iJlianl  Bor.ton.  br.rn  in  Xorwalk.  ]v[arch  4,  died  at  Mereditli 

Square,  Delaware  coiinn-,  Xew  York.  Aiic^ust  4,  1845.  He  married, 
March  26.  1795,  Hannali  Carring-ton,  boni  August  2.  1777.  died  Au- 
gust 7.  1S45.  They  Hved  in  Meredith,  New  York.  They  had  ten  chih 
dren.    The  third  vras 

Ira  Bouton.  born  in  Watertown.  Connecticut,  ■\h-iy  4,  lygg.  (h"cd  in 
Jefferson,  New  York,  August  30,  1864.  He  married,  at  Jefferson.,  Cath- 
erine ]\rarie  Stardey,  bora  January  i,  1805.  died  November  '29,  18-^4.  He 
married  (second)  Emma  Footc.  born  iSio,  died  October  7,  1863.  He 
removed  with  hi?  father  to  Meredith.  New  York,  in  1808,  and  from 
there  to  Jefferson,  New  York.  He  was  h'cutenant  in  the  104th  Regiment 
New  York  Infantr\-  in  1S28.  He  had  eleven  children  by  his  first  wife, 
and  one  by  the  second,  wlio  was 

Eugene  Bouton,  bcrn  in  Jefferson.  New  York,  December  8,  1850. 
He  married,  June  29,  1887,  Elizal^etli  Ken\-ille  Gladwin,  born  in  Sher- 
burne. New  York.  October  9,  1865,  daughter  of  Albert  R.  Gladwin. 

Esq. 

]Mr.  Bouton  entered  Yale  College,  after  a  course  at  the  seminary  at 
Cazenovia.  Nev.-  York,  where  he  secured  nuip.erous  prizes,  and  gradu- 
ated in  1875,  and  was  the  class  poet.  He  taught  in  the  academy  at 
Norwich,  New  York,  for  two  years,  was  principal  of  tlie  union  school 
at  Sherburne  for  three  years  and  professor  in  the  academy  at  Albany, 
New  York,  for  three  and  a  half  years.  \Vhile  in  the  hotter  place  he  was 
elected  a  professor  in  the  college  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  but  re- 
mained in  Albany.  In  1881  he  received  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts 
from  Yale  College,  and  made  a  trip  to  Europe.  He  received  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Philosophy  from.  Syracuse  University.  January  i,  1884,  \va3 
appointed  a  member  of  the  institute  faculty  of  the  state  of  New  York, 
January,  1886,  deputy  superintendent  of  public  instruction,  and  soon 
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after  principal  of  tb.e  State  Xormal  School  at  New  Paltz,  New  York. 
He  was  until  receiitly  ^nperintendent  of  pul^lic  schools  in  Pittsfield,  ]\[as- 
sachusetis.  He  published  an  ediicaiional  work  in  1884,  and  has  written 
nir^ny  papers  on  other  topics,  as  well  as  on  education.  He  was  a  vvarden 
of  St.  Stephen's  Protestant  Episcopal  cluirch,  v.diilc  a  resident  of  Pitts- 
field.  He  has  a  child,  Kathcrine.  born  in  Sherburne.  New  York,  Janu- 
ary 26.  1889. 

GEORGE  HENRY  TUCKER. 

Another  of  the  v.onh}-  members  of  an  old  an.d  honored  family  of 
the  colony  and  commonwealth  is  he  whose  name  is  the  caption  for  this 
narrative.  He  was  born  in  Lenox,  ^Massachusetts,  vSepteml)er  12,  1856, 
young-e^-r  of  th.e  children  of  the  late  George  J.  and  Harriet  (Sill)  Pucker, 
and  half-brother  of  Hrin.  JosC-ph  Tucker,  whose  personal  history  and 
genealog-ical  memoirs  are  cor^tained  herein. 

George  H.  Tucker  prepared  for  college  in  Pittsfield  high  school  and 
was  graduated  from  Williams  College,  class  of  187S.  He  succeeded 
his  father  as  county  treasurer  in  1878,  and  served  with  the  characteristic 
efticiency  and  uncom.promising  integrity  of  his  predecessors  up  to  Jidy, 
1902,  when  he  was  called  to  the  cashiership  of  the  Pittsfield  National 
Bank,  of  Vx'hich  he  is  incumbent. 

He  bias  been  a  director  of  the  Berkshire  Life  Insurance  Company 
since  188S.  and  a  member  'jf  the  finance  committee  since  1894:  was  a 
director  and  vice-president  of  the  Third  National  Bank  of  Pittsfield  up 
to  1902;  has  been  a  director  of  the  Housatonic  National  Bank  of  Stock- 
bridge  since  1898,  and  of  Pittsfield  Gas,  Coal  Company  since  1890,  and 
a  director  of  the  Stanley  Electric  Manufacturing  Company  from  its 
organization  until  it  v.-as  mereed  with  the  General  Pdectric  Company. 
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In  ai!  these  important  business  relations.  Mr.  Tucker  lias  won  and  re- 
tained tiie  ccnhdence  and  esteem  of  his  business  associates. 

He  married  September  7.  1892,  Mary  Talcott  Brig-gs,  who  was 
born  in  rittshckl  Massachusetts.  July  4.  1853,  and  died  November  4, 
1895.  and  who  v.-as  a  daughter  of  General  Henry  Shaw  Briggs  an.d  Mary 
Elizat>eth  (Talcott)  Briggs. 

General  Henr}-  S.  Briggs  was  a  son  of  George  Nixon  Briggs,  who 
was  a  member  01  congress  for  twelve  years  from  183 1,  an.d  governor 
for  seven  years  from  1843.  Governor  Briggs  was  born  in  Adams.  Afas- 
sachusetts,  April  12.  1796.  son  of  Allen  and  Nancy  (BroAvn)  Briggs, 
of  Cumbeilarid.  Rriode  Island.  He  married  in  1818,  Blarrict  Hall, 
daughter  of  Ezra  and  Tripher:a  Hall,  of  Lanesborough. 

CHARLES  ALBERT  BROWNE. 

Charles  .Aibeit  Browne,  inventor  of  the  electric  fuse,  which  proved 
such  a  vahiable  and  effective  agent  in  hastening  the  completion  of  the 
Hoosac  tunneh  is  of  early  colonial  ancestry  and  traces  his  line  of  de- 
scent, directly  and  collaterally,  from  several  of  the  most  distinguished 
founders  of  New  England,  including  Governor  Bradford,  John  Tilley, 
George  Souie.  Richard  V/arren,  \\"illiam  Brewster,  Miles  Standish  and 
Edmund  Dotey,  all  of  whom  were  Mayflower  Pilgrims;  also  from  Ed- 
ward Bobit,  the  early  Taunton  settler,  who  was  killed  in  King  Philip's 
Vsar,  and  others. 

On  the  maternal  side  he  is  a  lineal  descendant  in  the  eight  genera- 
tion of  Chad  Browne,  from  whom  the  line  of  descent  is  through  Daniel 
(2),  Jabez  (2,),  William  (4),  Eleazor  ('5),  Isaac  (6)  and  Albert  (7). 
Chad  Browne,  who  was  among  the  first  settlers  of  Providence,  Rhode 
Island,  was  the  friend  and  associate  of  Roger  Williams  in  establishing 
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the  first  church  of  the  Baptist  denomination  in  America.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  ^vife.  ^vho^e  Clivistian  name  was  EUzabeth,  is  unknown. 
He  v.as  the  origin  of  a  numerous  progeny,  and  Brown  Universit}-  was 
founded  by  one  of  his  descendants.  Daniel  (2)  Browne,  died  in  17 10, 
married  Alice  Hearnden,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  F.li.Tabeth  (White) 

Hearaden.    Jabez  (3)  Browne,  died  in.  1724.  married  Anne  ; 

and  \\'iliianj  (4)  Browne,  whose  death  occurred  in  1757,  married  Patience 
Cobb.  Elcazor  (5)  Browne,  born  Decem.ber  31,  1732,  died  in  1815, 
married  Sarah  Scott,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  (4)  and  a  descendant  of 
Richard  through  John  (2)  and  Sylvanus  (3)  Scott,  who  married  Joanna 
Jenckes,  the  latter  a  daughter  of  Joseph  (2)  and  granddaughter  of 
Joseph  (1)  Jenckes.  Is^ac  (6)  Bro\\-ne,  born  August  24,  1776,  died 
August  31,  1S65.  married  Susanna  Bradford  Browne,  born  FebruaiT 
15,  1782,  died  Januan.'  22,  1876,  was  a  descendant  in  the  sixth  genera- 
tion of  Governor  William  Bradford,  through  William  (2),  Israel  (3), 
Abner  (4),  and  Elisha  (5)  Bradford.  She  was  also  of  the  eighth  gen- 
eration from  Richard  Warren  and  XA'illiam  Brewster,  and  of  the  sev- 
enth from  Love  Brev/ster  and  John  Alden. 

Albert  Gallatin  (7)  Browne.  Charles  A.  Browne's  father,  was  bom 
in  Adams,  ^Massachusetts,  October  3,  1810.  He  resided  in  Cheshire, 
Berkshire  county,  ^^lassachusetts,  from  whence  he  removed  to  Lanes- 
boro,  and  finally  settled  in  Xorth  Adams,  where  his  death  occurred  No- 
vember 13,  188S.  He  v.-as  married  April  29,  1837,  at  Cheshire,  by 
Rev.  John  Leland,  to  Adeline  Babbitt,  who  was  born  in  Hancock.  ]\Ias- 
sachusetts.  April  25,  181 5.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Snell  and  Jael 
(Eds-Dn)  Babbitt,  and  a  descendant  in  the  seventh  generation  of  Ed- 
ward Bobit,  previously  referred  to,  through  Edward  (2),  Nathati  (3), 
Nathan  (4),  Snellum  (5)  and  Snell  (6).  ^[rs.  Adeline  (Babbitt) 
Browne  died  July  7,  188S.    She  v.'as  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
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ciinrch.  Albert  Gallatin  (7)  and  Adeline  (BabhitO  I'n.wne  were  Ibc 
parents  of  five  children,  namely:  Frances,  l^orn  "Alarcli  7,  1838  (died 
August  16.  1867)  ;  Ann  Eliza,  horn  IMarch  30  (  died  Au;;ust  4,  t86o)  ; 
Qiarles  Albert,  tlie  principal  subject  of  tliis  sketch ;  Isaac.  irn  Septem- 
ber 23.  1S50:  and  \Mlliam.  h-orn  Jamiary  9,  1854  (died  August  20  of 
the  same  year). 

Charles  Albert  (8)  Browne  was  born  in  .\dams.'Jul)-  17.  1842.  He 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  including  tlie  Drury  High  School,  and 
completed  his  studies  with  a  comniercial  course  at  Comer's  Business 
College,  Boston.  As  a  yoimg  man  he  was  a  close  student  of  electrical 
science,  wh.ich  he  not  only  mastered  theoretically,  tnit  hecame  a  ]irac- 
tica!  electrician  of  world  wide  reputation.  Ble  is  the  inventor  of  an 
improved  form  of  the  now  indispensable  electric  fuse ;  his  fuse  Ijeing  used 
with  such  wonderful  effect  during  the  construction  of  the  Hoosac  tun- 
nel, and  has  since  proved  of  inestimable  value  to  modern  engineering'. 
This  device  he  manufactured  until  the  fruits  of  his  inventi(:n  enabded 
him.  to  retire  permanently  from  active  business  pursuits,  and  he  is  now- 
residing  in  Xorth  Adams.  In  politics  he  generally  supports  the  Repub- 
lican party  but  prefers  to  act  independently  -when  occasion  demands, 
voting  for  the  candidates  who  in  his  opinion  are  the  best  qualified  to 
hold  public  office.    He  is  a  mem.ber  of  the  First  Congregational  church. 

On  Jvme  9.  1869,  'Sir.  Brov^-ne  was  joined  in  marriage  with  },liss 
Susan.  McCallum,  who  was  born  in  Xorth  .-Vdams,  February  26,  1847, 
daughter  of  Miller  and  .Sarah  (.\rnoldj  McCallum.  She  is  of  Scotch 
descent  on  the  paternal  side,  being  of  the  fifth  generation  in  direct  line 
from  John  IMcCallum,  through  John  (2),  William  13)  and  A.Liller  (4) 
McCallum.  Tlie  first  John  McCallum  mentioned  here  was  an  iron- 
monger of  Glasgow,  and  seems  to  have  been  a  man  of  considerable  im- 
portance, as  he  was  buried  in  the  cryj^t  of  tlie  Glasgovv"  Cathed.rai.  The 
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>ec':"ini:  Joan  McCailrm  rn;uTieci  ^Nlarg'arct  '.\rorrisoii.  and  his  son,  WiH- 
iani  ('3')  McCaliuir,,  wiiesc  death  occurred  in  1813.  married  Agne^  Flem- 
ing, darghter  of  Tc'hn  T-'Ieniing.  wlv*  belonged  to  a  famous  Scotch  family 
of  remote  aniiquit}-.  Miller  (4)  ]\IcCalhur.,  ?\[rs.  Brc\vne's  father,  who 
v.-as  b-jrn  January  15.  i>?-c<5  (died  Tune  7,  1875).  acquired  a  knowledge 
of  the  woollen  manu.facturing  business  in  Scotland,  and  emigrating  to 
the  United  State?  was  fr.r  nirm}-  years  in  charge  of  the  dyeing  depart- 
ment of  the  Blackinton  \'\'oo]en  Afills,  Xorth  Adams.  Shortly  after  the 
discovery  of  gold  in  California  he  went  tliere  by  the  way  of  Cape  Horn, 
and  he  also  resided  for  sonie  time  in  Brazil.  On  April  21.  1846.  he 
married  Sarah'  Arnold,  who  was  born  ]v!arch  15.  1820  fdied  ]\Iarch  4. 
1864).  She  was  .a  daugh.tcr  of  John  and  Susanna  (Sherman)  Arnold, 
and  a  granddaughter  of  Ebenezer  Arnold.  Susanna  Sherman  was  a 
daughter  of  John  andi  Amy  (Gardner)  Slierman.  the  latter  a  daughter  of 
George  Gardner.  John  Sherman  was  a  son  of  Jacob  Sherman  and 
through  William  and  Ebenezer  was  a  descendant  of  Philip  Sherman, 
who  was  a  colleague  of  Roger  Williams  in  the  settlement  of  Rhode 
Island.  2\lilltr  and  Sarah  (Arnrild)  ]\IcCallum  were  the  parents  of  one 
child.  Susan,  -who  married  Charles  A.  Browne  as  above  stated.  Mr.  and 
]^fr5.  Broume  have  five  children,  all  born  in  North  Adams,  and  gradu- 
ate=;  of  the  Drur\-  h'gh  school : 

1.  Charles  A.  Browne.  Jr.,  born  August  12.  1870.  He  was  gradu- 
ated from  Williams  College  with  the  class  of  1892,  subsequently  studied 
at  the  Unix-ersity  of  Gottingen.  v/here  he  took  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Philosophy  in  J<jC2.  and  is  now  the  official  chemist  at  Audubon  Park. 
Xev.'  Orleans.  Louisiana. 

2.  Frances  Eliza  Brov,-ne.  born  August  3r.  1872.  She  is  a  grad- 
uate of  Smith  College,  and  is  now  teaching  in  the  Drury  FTigh  School. 

3.  V.'illiam  Bradford  Browne.  l>orn  May  7,  1875.    He  graduated 
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from  Drur\-  Academy  in  1S93.  sjxnit  se\'cn  }'eai's   iu  Holyoke, 

^Massachusetts,  learning-  tlie  siationcry  and  tablet  business,  and  when  he 
left  that  place  was  foreman  for  tlie  Smith  Tablet  Company.  After 
spending  two  and  a  half  years  in  North  Adams,  in  the  office  of  the 
Arnold  Prinv  ^A"orks.  h.e  resumed  the  paper  business,  and  is  now  fore- 
man for  the  Hampden  Pad  and  Paper  Compan}-,  of  Springiield,  ^lassa- 
chusetts. 

4.  Sarah-  Arnold  Browne,  born  ]^Iay  2.  1879.  She  was  gradu- 
ated frcm  the  North  Adams  Normal  School  in  1898.  She  was  mar- 
ried September  iS.  1901,  to  Clifford  Campbell  Ilaskins,  who  was  grad- 
uated from  Williams  in  1S98,  and  is  now  of  th.e  firm  of  Ilasidns  Broth- 
ers, local  insurance  agents.  Their  children  are:  Frances  Alden.  born 
May  21,  iC)02  \  and  Stuart  Campbell,  bt.rn  Fcbruar)'  26,  1904. 

5.  Agnes  Fleming  Browne,  bom  November  13,  i8St,  She  is 
stenographer  for  the  W'aterhouse  and  Howard  Woolen  Company  of 
North  Adams. 

JOHN  W  HITE. 

Four  years'  brave  service  for  the  country  of  his  adoption  and  forty 
years  of  close  and  successful  attention  to  a  business  which  developed 
from  meagre  proportions  to  a  leading  industry  of  western  Massachusetts 
are  the  rjiain  features  of  the  career  of  John  Wdiite. 

He  was  l>jrn  in  Hesse-Cassel,  Germany,  December  27,  1S39,  son  of 
Conrad  and  Elizabeth  (Lange)  White.  Conrad  White,  who  was  a 
farmer,  died  in  1867,  and  his  v.ddow  and  five  children  immediately  there- 
after came  to  the  United  States,  e\'entuaily  locating  in  Pittsfield,  Mas- 
sachusetts, where  she  died  in  1SS8.  Of  her  children,  Henry  died  in 
Pittsfield;  Elizabeth  married  Francis  Stein,  of  New  York  cit_\':  IMary 
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married  John  Van  Xida,  of  Pitlsrield;  Lii^zic  niarritd  John  Frisch:  and 
Libbie  married  Paul  Kocpke.  of  Piltstield. 

John  White,  eldest  of  the  children,  was  educated  in  Gennany  and 
came  to  the  United  States  at  the  age  of  eighteen.  He  spent  the  first 
foiu-  years  (^1857-61  j  in  Xew  York  city,  and  in  August  of  the  hitter 
year  enhsted  in  the  Thirteenth  Xew  York  Independent  Battery.  He 
participated  in  some  of  the  most  n.otable  campaigns  and  bloody  battles 
of  the  Civil  war,  and  bore  a  sokherly  part  in  the  engagements  at  Bull 
Run,  Ch.anceiIors\-ille  and  Getiysburg-.  He  re-enlisted  for  three  years 
ill  the  same  battery,  v.'hich  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
and  while  ser\'ing-  in  that  command  he  was  engaged  in  the  battles  of 
r^Iurfreeslwro  and  ^Xashville,  and  was  with  Sherman  in  the  operations 
against  Atlanta.  He  was  honorabl}-  discharged  July  28,  1865,  the  war 
having  ended,  and  returned  to  Xew  York  city,  where  he  resumed  the 
baking-  business  in  which  he  had  been  engaged  v.dien  lie  entered  the 
army. 

in  January,  186G,  }.Ir.  V/hite  rem.oved  to  Pittshekl,  iMassacliusetts, 
and  in  September,  1S68,  entered  into  the  partnership  relations  with  Jacob 
Gimhch,  v^'hich  have  ever  since  been  maintained,  and  which  resulted  in 
the  establishment  of  the  extensive  brewing  plant  at  Pittsheld,  now  oper- 
ated by  tliem  under  the  name  of  Berkshire  Brewing  Association.  Mr. 
\\'hite  IS  a  member  of  several  societies — the  order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the 
Harug'ari,  the  German  Society,  and  the  Turn  X'erein.  He  is  past  com- 
mander of  Rockwell  l*oit.  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  in  1897 
served  on  the  staff  of  General  Clarkson,  department  commander,  at  the 
state  encampment  at  Buffalo,  Xew  York.  He  has  been  a  leading-  mem-, 
bcr  of  the  Lutheran  church  for  nearly  forty  years,  and  has  served  the 
congregation  as  secretary  and  treiisurer  continuously  since  1S72. 

Mr.  White  was  married  September  19,  1867,  to  }*Iiss  Raciiel  Gim- 
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licli,  a  sifter  of  Jacob  Ginilioii.  liis  OcLrLnor.  Their  children  are:  George, 
engaged  in  the  cftice  oi  Giinlic'n  &  Wdiile,  and  who  married  ]\[ary  Mo- 
clacker  and  has  two  children,  Ruth  and  ^rarion;  Frederick,  who  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Engel,  has  two  children.  David  J.  and  Doroth}-,  and  is 
owner  of  a  breweiy  in  Scher.eotady.  Xew  Ynrk.  Agnes  tnarriedi  John 
Vogel  of  Albany,  Xew  York,  and  has  three  children,  }^Iartha,  John  and 
Margftierite :  Ellen,  recently  graduated  from  Nurses'  Training  Schijoh 
Pro\-idcnce,  Rhode  Island :  -Emma,  v.dfe  of  Charles  \V.  Ganiwell,  of 
Pittsfield;  John  A.,  engaged  in  the  ofhce  of  Gimlich  &  White;  Dorothy, 
wife  of  Charles  W.  Hodacker:  Lii.lie:  David  L..  \\"alter  G.  and  \V.  W. 
Rockwell  AMiite.  . 

•   HEXRY  COLT,  M  D. 

Dr.  Henry  Colt,  of  Pittsfield,  ^Massachusetts,  is  descen.ded  from  an- 
cestors of  the  early  coloin'al  times,  and  from  those  v\ho  were  conspicuous 
in  mihtary  and  comnutnity  affairs  during  the  R.e\olutionary  period. 

Captain  James  Denison  Colt.  lx)rn  1740,  married  Phebe  EI}'.  (See 
Ely  genealogy  in  tliis  work.)  He  married  (second)  in  Pittsfield.  pub- 
lished December  18,  1773,  ]^Iiriam  Williams,  born  February  6,  1756, 
died  ^Nlarch  30,  181 1,  daughter  of  Colonel  \\"illiam  and  Sarah  (A\'clls) 
Willian'is.  He  and  his  v.dfe  were  admitted  to  the  First  Congregational 
church  in  Pittsfield  in  1767.  Captain  C' ilt  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier, 
and  was  prominent  in  town  affairs,  serving  on  the  various  committees 
appointed  during  the  war,  and  also  on  a  committee  appointed  to  settle 
church  matters  concerning  -vvhich  som.e  difficulties  arose.  He  was  one 
of  the  heaviest  taxpayers  in  town,  and  ludd  one  thousand  acres  of  land 
in  the  southv.-est  part  of  the  town.  He  was  selectman  in  17S2.  He  had 
three  children  by  his  first  wife  and  ten  by  the  scccaid.    His  first  child  was 

James  Danielson  Colt,  baptized  in  I'ittsfield,  October  17,  1768,  died 
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December  i,  1S56.  He  married,  May  8,  1791,  Sarah  Jvoot,  born  June  24, 
1771,  died  April  S,  1S65.  daughter  of  Ezekicl  and  Ruth  (Noljle)  Root. 
He  began  business  in  1709  \vit1i  his  brother  Samuel  D.  Colt,  as  J.  D.  & 
S.  D.  Colt,  on  the  corner  oi  South  and  West  streets,  the  map  of  iSoo 
locating  the  store  at  Xo.  i  South  street,  and  Itis  house  at  No.  i  West 
street.  Mrs.  Colt  v/as  descended  from  John  Root,  who  came  from  Bad- 
by,  England,  and  v.'as  a  first  settler  of  Farmiiigton,  Connecticut,  in  1640, 
and  from  Thomas  Xoble,  j'.n  early  settler  of  W'estfield,  iMassachusetts. 
She  Avas  admitted  to  the  church  June  30,  1799,  and  was  an  original 
member  of  the  Union  church,  August  22,  1S09.  By  her  marriage  with 
James  D.  Colt  she  became  the  mother  of  seven  children.,  of  Vidiom  the 
youngest  was 

Heniy  Coit,  l>_'ra  November  2,  1812,  baptized  June  27,  1S13,  died 
January  16,  18S8.  Pie  was  married,  at  Utica,  New  York,  September 
24,  1S39,  ^'^  Elizabeth  Goldtli\yait.  She  was  the  eldest  daughter  of  Judge 
Ezekiel  and  Abigail  (Si^'i^h)  Bacon,  and  ^vas  born  February  12,  1S12, 
at  the  Djrner  01  Porneroy  avenue  and  East  street,  v/here  the  resi- 
dence of  Mr.  E.  I).  G.  Jones  now  stands.  She  lived  in  Utica,  New  York 
(v/hither  her  parents  rem.oved),  until  1839,  v.'hen  site  married  ^Lr.  Colt, 
and  resided  thereafter  in  Pittsfie'd,  ^^lassachusetts.  Mrs.  Colt  was  a 
descendant  of  one  of  the  most  distinguished  of  Berkshire  county  fami- 
lies. Her  grandfather,  Hon.  and  Rev.  John  Bacon,  was  born  in  Con- 
necticut, and  graduated  from  Princeton  College  with  the  class  of  1765. 
In  1771  he  was  installed  assistant  pastor  of  the  Old  South  Church  in 
Boston,  in  which  connection  he  remained  until  1775.  He  then  located  in 
S:c>ckbridge,  Berkshire  county,  v/here  he  found  early  recognition  as  one 
of  the  master  minds  of  that  community,  and  his  services  were  brought 
into  requisition  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  many  important  posi- 
tions.   He  was  a  member  of  the  state  senate,  and  president  of  that 
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body;  judge  and  chief  jiislice  oi  the  couri:  or  coinvnou  pleas  of  Bcik^rhire 
coi-inly.  and  from  iSoi  to  iSi6  served  as  a  meniliier  of  ccmg-rcss.  He 
married  Elizabeth  Goidthwait.  Their  son  Ezekiel,  the  father  of  Ivlrs. 
Colt,  v.-as  born  at  Boston.  September  i.  1775.  was  gra-hiatevl  from  "^^ale 
College  vrith  the  class  of  1794.  read  law  with  Hon.  Nathan  Dane,  and 
conimcnced  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Willianistown.  Berkshire 
county.  He  removed  to  Pittsfield  in  1806,  in  which  year  he  ^vas  elected 
to  congress,  receiving  every  vote  cast  in  Pittsfield.  He  was  war  diair- 
man  of  the  congressional  committee  of  ways  and  means  in  i8rj.  and 
proved  abundantly  eqital  to  the  onerous  task  then  thrust  upon  him. 
After  leaving-  congress  l\Ir.  Bacon  VvOs  on  the  'bench  in  Alassacluisetts. 
but  ultimately  removed  to  Utica,  Xew  York,  where  he  died  at  an  ad- 
vanced age.  A  volume  of  his  poems  was  published  in  1842.  ]\'Jrs.  Fdiza- 
beth  Goldtln.vair  Colt  died  September  9,  1S90. 

Henry  Colt  was  a  farm.er  in  early  life,  and  was  prominent  in  the 
Count}"  Agricultural  Society.  As  a  wool  dealer  he  became  interested  in 
a  factoiy,  an.d  was  the  first  presideiit  of  the  Pittsfield  Woolen  Comjiany 
in  1852,  and  the  plant  vras  sold  to  the  Bel  Air  Company  in  1873.  H"^ 
was  a  selectman  from  1852  to  1856.  and  through  the  Ci\-il  war,  when 
the  duties  of  such  an  officer  were  strenuous  and  exacting,  in  all  of  which, 
he  acquitted  himself  with  ability  and  integrity.  He  was  a  water  com- 
missioner in  1864,  a  director  of  the  Pittsfield  National  Bank,  a  trustee 
of  the  iNlassachusetts  -Vgricuitural  Society,  and  a  director  of  tlic  Boston 
&  Albany  Railroad  Company  from  1878  until  his  death.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  parish,  and  always  took' 
an  interest  in  its  gro'vvth  and  usefulness.  Of  his  four  children,  the 
youngest  was  Dr.  Henry  Colt,  born  Xovember  9.  1856.  He  attended 
the  public  schools  of  Pittsfield.  and  was  graduated  from  Williams  Col- 
lege with  the  class  of  1S7S.    He  graduated  from  the  Harvard  Medical 
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Sch.oo!  in  iSSi,  and  i?  a  practicing  pliysician  in  Pittslicld.  ^Massachusetts. 
He  is  associate  medical  director  of  the  F.erksliire  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany; medical  examiner  Berkshire  county;  chairm.an  of  the  medical 
and  surgical  hoard.  House  of  :\rercy  Hospital,  Pittsfield  ;  trustee  of  the 
Berkshire  Athcnaeim-i :  director  in  the  Pittsfield  Xaticmal  Rank,  an.d  the 
Berkshire  Loan  and  Trust  Company,  PittsReld. 

Richard  Ely.  from  \vhtjm  is  descended  Dr.  Henry  Colt  in  tiie  ma- 
ternal line,  was  a  native  of  England,  and  died  in  Lyme,  Connecticut. 
Xovember  24.  i68_j..  He  married  in.  England,  Joan  Phlpjis,  who  died 
at  Plyinouth,  England,  January  7.  1660.  He  married  (second)  at  Bos- 
ton, [Massachusetts,  in  1664  ^In.  Elizabeth  Cullick,  widow  of  Captain 
John  Cullick.  and  sister  of  LL')n.  George  Fenwick;  she  died  at  Lyme, 
Connecticut,  Xovember  12,  1683.  Richard  Ely  came  from  Plymouth, 
England,  betv.'cen  t6Co  and  1663.  with  his  son  Richard,  and  after  re- 
siding in  Boston  for  a  short  time  settled  in  Lyme.  Connecticut,  u'hich 
was  in  1660  a  part  of  Saybrook.  He  had  three  thousand  acres  of  land 
in  Lyme,  and  was  prominent  in  col'.inial  affairs.  His  tom1)stonc  of 
brown  stone  has  the  Ely  coat-of-arms  at  one  end.  and  is  a  sarcophagus 
of  stately  appearance.  He  was  among  the  first  to  give  freedom  to 
hi.s  slaves.  His  wife  is  supposed  to  ha\e  been  a  sister  of  Constantino 
John  Phipps.  Baron  ?s[ulgran.  the  great  navigator  and  admiralty  com- 
missioner, and  of  \"iscount  Xormandy,  an  officer  in  the  British  arm}'. 
She  bore  to  Richard  PJy  four  of  his  five  children  (his  fifth  being  by  his 
second  wife),  and  their  births  are  recorded  in  Plymouth,  England.  The 
third  of  the  children  was 

Richard  Ely  (2).  horn  in  1656.  baptized  in  Plymouth,  England. 
June  19.  r657.  He  married,  in  Lyme.  Connecticut.  Mary  ,Arar\-in,  born 
.r666,  daughter  of  Lieutenant  Reinold  and  Sarah  (Clark)  ]vlarvin,  of 
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Lyme.  He  came  aviUi  his  father  to  America,  and  settled  with  him  at 
Lyme.    Of  h.is  four  ch.ildren  rhe  ^-oung'est  ^^•as 

Deacon  Richard  Ely.  l_)orn  iii  Lyme,  Oct<jher  27,  1697,  died  Feb- 
ruary 24.  lyjy.  lie  married  Elizabeth  Peck,  who  died  October  8, 
1730.  He  married  (second).  October  26.  1732,  Phebe  PTubljard.  born 
1705.  d-rug'hter  of  Robert  and  Abigail  (Adams)  Hubbard,  of  !Middlc- 
town,  Connecticut.  She  was  descended  from  George  Hubbard,  one  of 
the  original  settlers  of  Hartford,  Connecticut.  Deacon  Ely  was  the 
father  of  thirteen  clt.ildren.  The  eleventh,  whu  was  the  seventh  by  his 
second  wife,  was 

Phebe  Ely,  born  in  Lyme.  Connecticut,  ^lay  16.'  1743,  ^vho  be- 
came the  wife  of  Captain  James  Denison  Colt,  the  progenitor  of  the 
Pittsfield  family  of  that  name.  She  died  in  Pittsficld,  ]\L-.iS5achu setts, 
December  25,  1772. 

WfLLL-VM  H.  GROSS. 

Many  causes  have  combined  to  render  world-famous  the  Berkshire 
Hills  county,  pre-emineutly.  of  course,  its  abounding  beauties  of  land- 
scape, again  through  its  \\'onderful  de\'elopment  in  the  manufacturing 
world,  and  in  no  small  measure  through  the  beauty,  density  and  durabil- 
ity of  the  white  m.arble  dicre  quarried.  In  the  early  '50s  Charles  Heeb- 
ner,  in  com.pany  with  [Messrs.  Rice  and  Baird,  opened  quarries  at  Lee, 
•  the  development  of  which  has  been  one  of  the  significant  business  suc- 
cesses of  Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts.  The  origin.al  firm  was  suc- 
ceeded by  'Mr.  Heebner.  who  took  into  partnership  assistance  a  nq^hew, 
Frank  5.  Gross,  who  succeeded  to  the  quarry  c^wnership  upon  his  uncle's 
decc^'sc. 

Wiiliarn  H.  Gross  was  born  ^.Tay  i,  1S44,  in  Trappe,  Penns}-lvania. 
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son  of  Thomas  J.  and  Catherine  (^Hecbiier)  Gross.  As  a  }-outh  lie  be- 
came, in  association  ^vilh  his  brotiier,  Charles  H.  Gross,  an  assistant  of 
the  brotlier  Frank  S.  Gross,  and  upon  the  decease  of  the  latter  attained 
to  the  proprietorship  of  the  business.  Two  years  later  he  formed  a  part- 
nership with  Gray  &  Sons.,  but  this  corinection  was  dissolved  at  the  end 
of  fiiteen  months,  since  which  time  (1S96)  \\''iliian"i  PL  Gross  has  been 
sole  owner  of  ihe  plant.  The  product  of  the  Lee  quarries  is  a  pure, 
white  marble,  fine  enough  for  statuary,  and  capable  of  taking  a  beauti- 
ful polish.  From  its  density  it  has  long  been  regarded  by  scientific 
building  experts  as  superior  to  any  other  ^■aricty  of  native  raarlile  now 
in  use  for  buildin.g  purposes.  I'he  extent  of  tlie  deposit  is  about  one 
mile  in  length  and  a  quarter  of  a  m.ilc  v\-ide.  The  quarry  and  works 
are  equipped  with  the  latest  and  best  machinery  and  the  workmen  are 
the  best  to  be  found  in  the  country,  ^dany  notable  edihces  are  con- 
structed of  Lee  miarble;  the  new  public  building,  on  Broad  aiul  Market 
streets,  Philadelphia;  the  First  National  Bank  building,  postoflice  build- 
ing, and  wings  and  terrace  of  the  capitol  at  \\  ashington,  D.  C. ;  tlie  new 
addition  to  the  capitol  at  Boston,  [Massachusetts;  the  Cathedral  and  many 
other  2\  ew-  York  buildings ;  the  Foster  mansion  at  Lenox ;  the  h""arm- 
ers'  and  ^lechanics'.  Fidelity  and  Drexel  Buildings,  the  Caldwell,  Jaynes 
and  Messchents  stores,  Philadelphia;  the  Xewell  and  Jones  buildings  of 
Boston,  and  very  many  others.  There  is  a  constant  shipment  of  carved 
trimmings  to  all  parts  of  the  country.  Mr.  Gross  by  his  administrative 
ability  and  his  adherence  to  the  strictest  principles  of  integrity  com- 
mands the  respect  of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  his  generous  nature  and 
genial  manner  have  won  for  him  the  cordial  regard  of  all. 

Mr.  Gross"  Democracy  is  of  the  stalwart  type,  his  active  support 
of  men  and  measures  and  the  characteristic  generosity  of  his  pecuniar} 
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assistance  in  every  campaign  being"  relied  iipuii  widi  absolute  certainty 
and  invariably  and  unhesitatingly  given. 

He  married,  Augr.sc  27,  1903.  "Miss  Kate  Tobey,  of  Thomaston, 
I\Iaine. 

HARVEY  STEARXS  CR0V;F.LL. 

The  Crowell  family  is  of  English  origin,  and  the  name  is  popu- 
larly supposed  to  be  a  contraction  of  the  name  Cron-nvell  whicli  took 
place  during"  the  days  of  Cromv/ell's  un.popularity.  The  name  Crowell 
is  one  of  the  earliest  that  appears  in  our  Xe\v  Enghmd  history,  and 
seems  to  have  spread  from  the  early  settlers  of  Cape  Cod. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  Harvey  S.  Crowell  with  his  famaly 
removed  inland  and  were  among  the  early  setders  in  the  town  ox  West 
Brookfield,  Massachusetts.  His  family  consisted  of  two  sons,  Ste- 
phen, who  was  born,  married,  lived  and  died  in  V\'est  Brookileid,  an-d 
whose  family  became  extinct  by  the  death  of  his  only  son  George;  and 
Nathaniel  S.,  also  a  native  of  West  Brookfield,  where  he  became  a 
leading  citizen.  He  married  a  daughter  of  New  Hampshire,  Susan 
Page  Stearns,  and  th.e  issue  of  this  union  was  two  sons :  Charles  Page 
Crowell,  b-orn  183S,  who  died  in  August,  1870,  in  Holyoke,  ]\lassa- 
chusetts,  leaving  two  daughters,  and  Harvey  Stearns  Crow"ell. 

The  latter  v/as  Lorn  in  West  Brookfield,  [Massachusetts,  October 
6,  1834.  He  spent  his  boyhood  days  on  his  father's  farm,  and  acquired 
a  good  English  education  in  the  district  schools  of  that  village.  When 
he  v.'as  only  fifteen  years  of  age  he  went  to  v,"ork  with  his  brother 
Charles,  who  was  a  millwright,  with  whom  he  remained  four  years 
and  then  accepted  a  clerkship  in  a  grocery  store  in  Ware,  Massacb.u- 
setts,  v.'hich  occupation  he  folio"\ved  four  }ears.  He  then  went  on  a 
visit  to  his  uncle,  Reuben  Dutton,  in.  2^Iessena,  New  York,  where  he 
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established' hiniself  in  a  small  gTOCcry  store  of  his  own.  He  conducted 
two  or  three  store?  in  diltercnt  villages  in  Xew  York  state,  including 
one  in  Hoosic  Falls.  Avln'ch  he  conducted  for  a  period  of  twelve  }'ears. 
After  disposing-  of  the  latter  he  spent  one  year  in  V\'indsor,  Berkshire 
county.  Massachusetts.  In  1S71  lie  purchased  the  stock  and  fixtures 
of  a  grocerv  establishment  at  the  corner  of  Fenn  and  North  streets, 
which  he  conducted  with  success  up  to  1SS8.  since  which  time  he  has 
been  living  in  retirement.  His  political  affiliations  are  with  the  Dem- 
ocratic part)'.  January  25,  1865.  ?*Ir.  Crowell  man'icd  Martha  A. 
Merithev.-,  daugh.ter  of  Floraee  and  Lucy  ^lerithew,  of  Petersburg.  Nevv 
York,  and  th.e  first  year  of  their  mai  ried  life  v.-as  passed  in  Iloosic 
Falls,  Xew  York.  In  1869.  while  a  resident  of  Windsor,  Alassachu- 
setts,  their  only  child,  Qiarles  H.,  was  born.  Cliarles  11.  Crowell  has 
been  employed  for  about  fifteen  rears  by  the  A.  H.  Rice  Silk  Compar>y 
of  Pittsfield.  serving  now  in  the  capacity  of  bookkeeper.  He  married 
Tuiia  Phelps  A'an  Rensselaer,  daughter  of  Dr.  \\'aUer  and  Jane  Van 
Rensselaer,  of  Kingston,  Xew  "^'ork.  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two 
children:  Harvey  and  ^Ierithe\\-  Crowell.  They  make  their  home  at 
8S  Bradford  street,  Pittsfield,  with  ^Ir.  and  :\Irs.  Harvey  S.  Crowell. 
Mr.  Crowell  is  not  actively  identified  with  any  church ;  his  wife  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  his  son  is  an  attendant 
at  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church. 

GEORGE  BL  COOPER. 

George  H.  Cooper,  whose  name  forms  the  caption  for  the  memoirs 
of  an  old  Berkshire  family  with  which  he  is  allied  by  marriage,  is  one 
of  the  substantial  and  progressive  young  merchants  of  Pittsficld,  3dassa- 
chusetts,  a  dealer  in  cxjal  and  wood.    His  excellent  business  training  was 
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gtiined  ilii-ougli  his  eniployuient  at  tlic  Pomeruy  AFills,  and  subsequently 
with  V\'.  G.  Morton,  leading-  coal  mercliant  of  Alliany,  New  York. 

Ml'.  Ccopcr  was  unilcd  in  marriage  to  Etta  Ay  res,  daughter  oi 
Ferry  T.  Avers,  whose  great-grandfather  was  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  Shutesbun.  [Massachusetts,  and  wh'^se  grandfather,  Jesse  .\}-res,  was 
a  native  of  that  town  and  became  a  prosperous  farmer  of  h^ranklin 
coitnty.  The  father  of  P'err}-  J.  Ayres,  Tyler  Ayres,  was  born  April  7, 
1804.  resided  in  Franklin  county  until  1824.  and  subsequently  settled  in 
Stephenson.  Xew  York,  v/here  lie  cultivated  the  soil  and  followed  the 
trade  of  tanner  for  twenty-five  years.  At  th.e  expiration  of  this  period 
of  time  lie  located  at  Pittsfield,  ^Massachusetts,  where  he  spent  the  remain- 
der of  his  long  and  useful  career,  and  th.ere  died  at  the  adwmced.  age  of 
eighty  years.  He  married,  at  Stephenson,  Marian  Jane  Potter,  daugh- 
ter of  William  Potter,  who,  with  his  father  Ivobert  Potter,  removed 
from  Potter  county,  Rhode  Island,  to  Xew  York  state.  Robert  Potter 
served  throughout  the  Revolutionary  war  as  a  soldier  in  the  patriot  army, 
and  his  sc^n  William  v^-as  in  the  United  States  army  during  the  war  of 
1S12.  .  .  ■  •  ' 

Tyler  Ayres  Avas  the  father  of  seven  children,  of  whom  Perry  J. 
Ayres  v/as  second  in  order  of  birth.  Pie  was  born  February  11,  1830, 
He  obtained  the  educational  advantages  that  were  to  be  deri\-ed  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  locality,  v.  hich  he  attended  dindng  the  w  inter  nn  .nths 
up  to  his  twelfth  year,  and  at  that  early  age  was  compelled  tn  turn  his 
attention  to  the  serious  business  of  earning  a  lix  elihood.  He  was  a  farm- 
er's boy  primarily,  and  followed  the  vocation  of  a  tiller  of  the  soil  up 
to  the  year  1855.  He  then  changed  his  place  of  resirlence  to  Pittsfield, 
Massachusetts,  wliere  he  entered  the  employ  of  Silas  X.  Foot,  with  whom 
he  remained  for  four  years,  and  the  succeeding  seven  years  was  actively 
connected' with  the  firm  of  Xoble  &  Brewster.    In  1870  he  established  a 
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meat  and  provision  busines?,  and  in  tliis  new  enterprise  achieved  a  large 
deg-ree  of  success. 

Mr.  Avers  married.  Februaiy  13.  185 1,  ^Marietta  Clark,  daughter 
of  Vv'illiani  D.  Clark,  a  native  of  rittsueld.  Her  paternal  grandmoth.er, 
Hannah  Fairnc-d,  a  daughter  of  Xathaniel  Fairfield,  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers of  Piitsfield,  was  the  first  white  female  born  in  Pittsfield,  and  her 
mother.  v\-ho  vcas  ^Martha  Weir,  was  a  daughter  of  a  revolutionary  sol- 
dier, and  a  granddaughter  of  Zebediah  Stiles,  a  noted  man  among  the 
early  settlers  of  Pittsfield. 

TOPIX  CHURCTHLL. 

John  Churchill,  an  honored  and  respected  citizen  of  Pittsfield, 
Berkshire  county.  ]\Ia?-achusetts,  who  has  held  various  imp«ortant  of- 
fices in  the  city  government,  is  descended  from  an  old  family  dating 
back  to  colonird  days.  Fie  is  in  the  fourth  generation  from  the  an- 
cestor of  that  name,  who.  early  in  the  history  of  Massachusetts,  came 
from  England  and  settled  in  and  about  the  historic  town  of  Plymoutli, 
Massachusetts.  His  christian  name,  John,  has  appeared  in  almost  every 
generation  of  the  family. 

His  grandfather.  John  Churchill  (2),  a  son  of  John  Churchill  (l), 
was  the  first  to  settle  in  the  frontier  county  of  Berkshire,  }vlassachu- 
setts,  and  he  purchased  a  farm  there  as  early  as  1750,  when  farming- 
was  carried  on  under  most  hazardous  conditions.  The  farm  was  worked 
and  improved  by  honest  effort  and  toil  until  at  the  time  of  his  decease 
it  was  in  a  most  productive  state.  Fie  was  a  man  of  broad  intelligence 
and  excellent  judgment,  was  resorted  to  by  his  neighbors  to  do  their 
legal  bu.--ine-s,  and  was  also  called  to  various  pul:>lic  positions.  He 
served  as  county  commissioner,  and  was  a  representati\-e  to  the  general 
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court  for  twelve  years.  He  married  :Miss  ilchitablc  Hubbard,  and  to 
them  a  iarge  faniiiy  was  born,  of  whom  eight  children  grew  to  adult 
life:  Martha,  born  17S9;  Sophia,  1792;  Charles,  1796;  Laura,  1797; 
Lucy,  1799;  Jane,  1800;  Sarah,  1S09;  and  Samuel  A. 

Samuel  A.,  youngest  ?on  of  John  (2)  aiid  Mehilable  (Hubbard) 
Churchill,  was  born  on  the  old  farm,  wliere  he  spent  his  entire  life  con- 
tinuivig  the  \vork  which  had  been  begun  by  his  father.  Like  his  sire 
he  was  a  born  leader.  He  became  prominent  in  public  affairs;  repre- 
sented his  district  as  count}-  commissioner,  served  in  the  state  legisla- 
ture three  terms,  and  was  recognized  as  a  useful  member  of  that  body. 
At  the  inspection 'of  the  Hoosac  tunnel,  which  was  seeking  legislative 
support  against  some  opposition,  he  contracted  a  cold  which  resulted 
in  his  death  from  pneumonia  on  September  23,  1870.  He  was  origi- 
nally a  Whig  in  politics,  but  subsequenily  connected  himself  with  the 
Democratic  party.  He  married  ^liss  Esther  G.  Brooks,  of  Lenox,  a 
member  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  respected  families  of  that  place, 
but  who  are  now  all  passed  away.  The  following  children  were  born  to 
them:  Tane,  1842;  John,  of  whom  mention  is  hereafter  made  at 
greater  length. 

John  Churchill  (4),  youngest  child  and  only  son  of  Samuel  A. 
and  Esther  G.  (Brooks)  Churchill  was  born  December  12,  ]S-:14.  Lie 
obtained  such  education  as  he  could  in  the  district  schools  of  his  native 
place,  and  completed  his  studies  at  the  I^nesboro  Academy.  Lie  then 
returned  to  the  farm  and  engaged  in  its  management,  as  his  father  was 
devoting  much  of  his  time  to  public  duties.  In  due  time  he  became  the 
ov.-ner  of  the  farm.,  and  this  he  successfully  cultivated  until  1894,  when 
he  retired  from  active  labor  and  moved  from  the  old  homestead  into 
the  city  proper.  Thus  the  old  farm  of  the  Churchills  on  the  border  of 
Onota  Lake  was  vacated  after  a  steady  occupancy  by  the  family  which 
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had  created  it;  althougli  it  is  still  owned  hy  ]\Ir.  Chuichill,  it-  cultiva- 
tion will  be  carried  on  by  others.  2vlr.  Churchill  possesses  the  natural 
talents  and  d!S{K:.siiien  of  his  predecessors,  and  lias  the  alnhties  of  a 
born  leader.  He  has  always  been  identified  with  the  Dcmoci-atic  party, 
and  is  much  respected  by  all  parties  for  his  ability.  He  has  been  an 
acti\'e  participant  in  the  municipal  affairs  of  Fittsfield,  having  served 
on  the  common  council,  aiid  as  alderman,  and  has  alsc)  been  a  member 
of  many  committee?  and  commissions  chfisen  from  time  to^  time  to 
carry  cut  the  Avill  of  the  public.  On  April  8,  1868,  ^Ir.  Churchill  mar- 
ried Aliss  Mary  E.  Belden,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Abbie  (]\iattoon) 
Belden.  The  Belden.s  were  for  many  years  one  of  the  leading  farming 
families  of  Lenox,  where  tiiey  were  associated  with  the  manageuient  of 
the  town  and  of  the  Congregational  church  corporaticm.  The  Belden 
family  have  long  since  passed  out  of  Lenox  as  an  abiding  place,  they 
having  moved  to  the  eastern  part  of  Xew  England,  the  sole  survivor, 
aside  from  'Mrs.  Churchill,  being  a  sister,  "Mrs.  Harmon  Babcock,  of 
Providence.  Rhode  Lsland.  Three  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  ^.frs. 
John  Churchill:  Samuel  Belden.  1872.  who  received  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts  at  Brown  Cniversit}-,  and  subsequently  completed  his 
education  in  Germany,  and  at  present  has  charge  of  the  large  high 
school  in  Honesdale,  Pennsylvania;  he  married  Clara  Bonneville,  of 
Pocomoke  City.  Pennsylvania.  Jennie,  1876;  died  ^\hen  only  three 
years  of  age.  Eva  B.,  1884,  has  just  completed  her  studies  at  the  high 
school  and  makes  her  home  with  her  parents.  The  family  are  much 
respected  and  are  members  of  the  Congregational  church. 
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ARTHUR  W.  r'Ll'.MB. 

That  delightful  summer  hotel  Tlie  2^Iaple\vuod,  i'irtsMeld,  ilic  crea- 
tion of  Arthur  Pkuiib,  is  in  its  kirgo  and  ever  increasing  patronage 
of  a  fastidious  chen.tele  a  most  eloquent  tribute  tv  his  genius  as  a  host. 
When  less  than  twenty  years  ago  lie  leased  the  premises  fLirmerly  occu- 
pied as  the  Maplewood  School  for  Girls,  with  a  view  to  the  conversion 
of  the  dismantled,  long  disused  and  seriously  impaired  structure  into  a 
sunxmer  hotel,  th.ere  were  many  to  predict  failuire  for  amJ  few  to  encour- 
age him  in  the  enterprise.  The  ambitious  young  gentleman  was  fortun- 
ately not  to  be  .dissuaded  from  his  purpose  and  by  dint  of  industry  and 
a  natural  capacity  for  the  business  which  dc\eloped  as  the  responsibili- 
ties increased,  has  rt-alized  his  most  sanguine  expectations.  i\Ir.  Plumb 
is  one  of  that  large  group  oi  valuable  men  of  western  Massachusetts 
whose  ancestors  were  among  the  early  English  settlers  of  New  Eng- 
land. 

The  genealogist  of  the  Plumb  family  states  that  the  hrst  of  the  name 
is  found  on  the  "  Great  P.oh  of  Xormandy,"  in  1180,  and  the  name  ap- 
pears, in  1274,  in  Somerset,  Herts,  Xorfollc.  and  si.x  of  the  name  in 
Cambridge.  There  is  a  Plumb  coat  of  arms  described  as  follows :  Er- 
mine, a  bend  vair  or.  and  gules  cottiscd  vert.  Crest.  Eng.  Out  of  a 
ducal  coronet  or,  a  plume  of  ostrich  feathers,  argent.  The  English 
ancestor  from  whom  the  immediate  subject  uf  these  memoirs  is  lineally 
descended  vra^ 

George  Plumb,  of  Xeworth,  County  Essex,  England,  who  married 

first,  Grace  ,  and  second.  Sarah   .    His  parentage  has 

not  been  ascertained.  His  will.  July  2^.  1667,  proved  July  18,  1670, 
named  v.ife  Grace  and  sons  John  and  Tinuitiiy,  cutting  off  the  former 
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with  a  shilling.  When  lie  (h'c>l  lie  left  a  widow  Sarah.  Hi?  hist  child 
by  his  hist  wife  was 

John  Pluaibe.  born  in  England,  in  1634,  died  abont  1696.  married, 
probabl}-  about  1662,  Elizabeth  Green,  dauglher  of  Samuel  and  Jane 
(Bainbridge)  Green.  He  was  in  Hartford  in  1663,  and  in  New  London, 
Connecticut,  in  167S.  One  of  his  letters  may  be  found  in  the  "  Win- 
throp  Papers."  of  date  of  1665.  and  he  is  mentioned  in  1696.  He  had 
seven  children  and  perhaps  more.    His  second  cb.ild  \vas 

Samuel  Plunibe,  born  in  Haittord,  Connecticut,  in  1670,  died  in 
^lilford,  Connecticut,  in  ]\Iay,  1728,  married,  probably  in  the  year  1693, 
Mehitable  Hinde.  AA'lien  a  cliild  his  parents  removed  to  Xew  London, 
Connecticut,  but  subsequently  he  located  in  ^Milford,  Connecticut,  ^vhere 
he  resided  for  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His  tombstone  is  still  stand- 
ing in  one  of  the  cemeteries  of  that  town.  Lie  was  the  father  oi  nine 
children,  and  the  fifth  was 

Ebenezer  Plumb,  born  in  ^Llford,  Connecticut,  March  25,  1705. 
died  in  Guilford.  Connecticut,  September  13,  1759.  In  the  town  of  New 
LTaven,  Connecticut.  November  13.  1737.  he  v/as  married  to  Patience 
Nails,  of  Guilford.  He  settled  in  Guilford,  Connecticut,  as  early  as  1730, 
and  in  that  place  he  and  his  wife  reared  a  family  of  ten  children.  The 
third  was 

Ebenezer  Plumb,  born  in  Guilford,  Connecticut.  August  5,  1739. 
died  in  Stockbridge.  ^lassachusetts,  April  17,  1821.    He  was  married 

ab-out  the  year  1765,  to  !Mary  — —  .    He  settled  in  Stockbridge  or 

RichnK'ud,  Massachusetts,  before  1777.  as  he  enlisted  as  a  Revolution- 
ary soldier  July  17,  1777,  from  Berkshire  county.  Tlie  records  of  the 
Stockbridge  church  show  his  admission.  September  27,  1795,  ^rom 
Richmond.    His  famiiy  consisted  of  twelve  children.    The  seventh  was 

Luther  Plum.b,  ix;rn  in  Richmonrl,  ^tlassachusctts,  in  1778.  died  in 
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Albany,  New  York.  Xovanlier  2^.  1S31.  He  married,  November  4, 
180S.  ]\Iciry  Fairchild.  who  died.  He  murried  for  his  second  wife,  al 
Wesi  Stock-bridge,  ^lassachusctts,  Septeniber  3.  1S14,  Lydia  Hemp- 
stead, of  West  Stockbridge.  His  residence  was  recorded  in  the  town 
of  Stockbridge  in  1808.  but  in  1S14  be  settled  in  Albany,  New  York. 
His  second  wife  bore  him  seven  children.    The  third  was 

Henrv  L.  Plumb,  born  September  28.  1820.  He  married,  about 
1846,  Sarah  Stuart,  wdio  died.  On  January  16,  1S50,  at  .-Mbany,  New 
York,  lie  married  Frances  Seymour,  daughter  of  Scth  Seym.mu-.  of 
Stockbridge.  His  first  wife  bore  him  one  son,  Charles  Stuart  Plumb, 
and  by  the  second  marriage  he  was  the  father  of  two  children,  the  first 
of  whom  was 

Arthur  W.  Plumb,  born  in.  Stockbridge,  Massachusetts,  April  18, 
1853.  completed  his  schooling  at  V/illiams  Academy,  Stockbridge.  wdtere 
he  found  his  fu'st  employment  in  the  grocery  store  of  wdiich  hi?  father 
wa.^  tlic  p!oprietor.  In  1874  he  went  to  New  Y'ork  city  and  was  tliere 
engaged  for  five  years  in  a  commission  house.  The  years  1880  and 
1881  fT'UFid  him  interesred  at  Chicago.  Piiinois,  in  the  manufacture  of 
gas  stoves.  Returning  to  .Stockbridge  in  the  fall  of  1881,  he  entered 
the  employ  of  his  uncle.  Charles  H.  Plumb,  proprietr.r  of  tb.e  old 
"  Stockbridge  House  "  which  as  Plumb's  Hotel  was  one  of  the  most 
famous  and  successful  of  th.c  hostelries  of  the  Berkshire  Plill  country. 
It  is  now  known  as  "  The  Red  Lion  Inn."  Five  years  of  such  associa- 
tion by  an  ob-servant.  enterprising  and  ambitious  man  resulted  in  Mr. 
Piumb's  ample  equipment,  as  the  results  proved,  to  undertake  the  es- 
taUifliment  in  18S6  of  The  ^vlaplewood,  as  hereinbefore  narrated. 
Another  n;o:,t  sr.ccessful  hotel  venture  of  Mr.  Plumb  is  his  joint  pro- 
prietorship with  ~Slr.  George  W.  Clark,  under  the  firm  name  of  Plumb 
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&  Clark,  cf  The  Xcw  American  liciiel,  gciu:rally  recognized  as  one  of 
the  i)e<t  comnierci;'il  h^uises  in  Xev/  England. 

^[r.  Plumb's  pijliticai  afiiliation  is  witli  the  Repnlilican  party  wliich 
he  has  served  as  delegate  to  numerous  conven.lions  and  as  executive 
con'jriiitee-.'taii  in  several  cam.paigns.  He  served  acceptably  as  a  mem- 
ber from  Ward  Six  C'f  the  board  of  aldermen,  of  Pittsfield.  In  1905 
he  was  his  parly's  noniinee  for  the  ofhce  of  county  commissioner,  and 
was  elected  by  a  vote  tb.at  led  his  ticket  in  botli  county  and  county  seat. 
He  is  of  tlie  Uxird  of  trustees  and  vice-president  of  the  City  Savings 
Eark,  of  Pntsfleld. 

?Ie  married.  January  12.  1897.  Xellie.  daughter  of  C)liver  Duprey, 
of  Keesevide,  Essex  county,  X'ew  York.  Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Plumb  have  a 
daugluer  Frances  T.  born  October  12,  1S97. 

WJLLL\^I  PIOKACE  COLE:\LaN. 

William  Horace  Coleman,  one  of  the  pioneer  builders  of  Berk- 
shire county,  was  born  in  Cheshire,  ^Massachusetts,  in  1S27,  a  son  of 
Rufus  and  Wealthy  (Russell)  Coleman,  of  Stephentowii.  Xew  York, 
who  were  descendants  in  the  third  generation  from  William  Coleman, 
of  England.  The  family  ov.-ned  a  larg'-e  and  prosperous  farm  in'Ste- 
fjhentown,  and  'Sir.  and  ^[rs.  Coleman  ga\-e  their  children  the  best 
educational  advantages  obtainable  in  the  schools  of  that  early  day.  The 
family  subseciuently  moved  to  Berkshire  county,  ^Massachusetts,  and 
settled  on  a  farm  in  the  town  of  Cheshire.  The  members  t:>f  the  family 
were  ambitious  and  active,  and  being  endowed  witli  clear  judgment 
and  keen  foresight,  they  sought  to  make  the  world  as  comfortable  an 
abiding  place  as  was  possible.  Rufus  Coleman,  a  t)rother  of  William 
H.  Coleman,  was  ordained  to  the  ministry. 
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Williani  H.  Colcrnai;  removed  from  his  native  lown,  Cheshire,  to 
Adam.?,  where  he  resided  luisil  i8So,  in  which  year  h,e  Iricated  in  Pltts- 
fieid  and  there  coiitinued  to  carry  on  his  trade  of  a  building  contractor. 
He  erected  many  dweh.ing  houses  during  the  most  progressive  period 
in  the  histoi-x"  of  the  city  of.  F'ittsfield.  and  being  of  a  prudent  and  care- 
ful disposition  accumulated  quite  a  sum  of  money,  which  he  invested 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  bring  him  in  a  substantial  income  for  his  de- 
clining \-ears.  ^^'hatever  .he  undertook  to  do  he  did  well,  and  this  fact 
hampered  him  to  some  extent  in  undertaking  what  he  was  doubtful 
about  being  able  to  accom.plish  to  his  own  satisfaction.  He  devoted 
considerable  time  to  reading  good  literature,  was  well  informed  on  a 
variety  of  subjects,  and  never  let  an  opportunity  pass  for  bettering  his 
own  condition  or  placing  his  family  on  a  higher  social  plane.  He  was 
an  earnest  worker  in  tlie  ^Icthodist  dejiomination,  and  manifested  great 
interest  in  Sunday  school  work.  He  was  a  staunch  Re]aiblican  in  poli- 
tics, but  never  could  be  induced  to  aspire  to  public  ofhce.  He  belonged 
to  no  secret  societies,  preferring  to  spend  his  leisure  time  with  his  fatu- 
ily.  In  1853  Coleman  was  married  to  Sarah  Brown,  a  daughter  of 
George  and  Clarissa  (Cowen)  Brown,  of  Lancsboro,  Massachusetts. 
The  CoVi'en  family  were  of  old  Rhode  Island  stock,  and  for  a  number 
rjf  years  resided  in  Cheshire.  ^lassachusetts.  Mr.  Coleman  died  at 
his  home  in  Pittsfield.  September  29,  1901,  mourned  not  only  by  his 
relatives  but  by  a  large  circle  of  intimate  friends.  His  widow  and  son 
survive  him.  The  former  resides  at  her  home  in  Tyler  street,  Pitts- 
field,  Massachusetts.  The  latter,  George  L.  Coleman,  has  forsaken  the 
county  of  his  birth  and  now  makes  his  home  in  Springfield,  Massa- 
chusetts. 
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LOUIS  ALBERT  a,[ERCHANT. 

Althous-h  alien  to  I\ras=;achtiset1;s  soil  the  p-entlenian  v/hose  name  in- 
troduces these  memoirs  is  second  to  none-  in  fidelity  to  the  interests  ot 
Pittsficid.  the  Lome  of  his  adoption.  He  v.-as  born  in  Arncnia.  New 
YC'k.  Tani'.arv  i8.  iSoo.  sen  of  the  late  Albert  and  Ellen  J.  (Watrons) 
Merchant.  Albert  [Merchant  was  born  IVIarcb.  4,  1S20.  in  Sharon, 
Litchfield  countv.  Cmnecticut.  married  Ellen  J.  Watrons.  and  died  in 
Amenia.  Xev;  York,  in  1874.  His  fath.er.  Ager  Merchant,  who  was  a 
native  of  Sherman.  Connecviciit.  died  at  Sharon,  Connecticut.  Ager 
Merchant  married  Saily  Downs  born  at  Sherman.  Connecticut,  in  1790, 
died  at  Anienia.  Xe.-.v  York.  December  24,  1S73.  Ellen  J.  (Watrous) 
Merchant,  born  Bonningtcai.  A'erm.ont.  January  i.  1823.  was  a  daughter 
of  Handley  Bushricll  Watrous  who  was  born  in  Saybrooke,  Connecticut, 
Xovei-ber  12.  1794.  and  died  in  Washington  Hollow,  New  York,  in 
1838.  His  wife  was  Huldah  Kellogg  Gillette.  The  general  education 
of  Louis  Albert  ^^lerchant  completed  at  Amenia  Seminary,  he  took  a 
short  business  course  at  a  commercial  college,  PittsField,  where  in  1878 
he  found  his  first  employmient  as  bookkeeper  in  the  china,  glass  and 
qu-^ensware  establishm.ent  of  A.  A.  Mills  &  Company. 

Failing  health  led  to  his  resignation  of  this  position.  Seeking  re- 
cij.pe  rati  on  and  employment  in  the  oil  district  of  McKean  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, he  vv'as  soon  restored  to  normal  health.  In  1879  he  visited 
New  York  city,  and  v^'hile  there  took  up  telegraphy  as  a  pastime,  but 
applying  himself  to  such  good  purpose  as  enabled  him  to  secure  a  posi- 
tion as  operator  v,-ith  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company  upon  his 
return  to  Pittsfield.  In  1881  he  accepted  a  clerkship  in  the  freigb.t  de- 
partment of  the  Hou^atonic  Railroad  Company  at  Pittsfield,  incident  to 
which  he  had  charge  of  that  company's  local  telegraph  office.    Lie  was 
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subsequently  at  varioiis  times  in  the  eiu(;loy  at  PittsficW  of  the  Boston 
and  Albany  Raih'oad  in  ho'th.  passenQcr  and  freight  offices  and  as  teleg'- 
rapher.  ITe  -was  also  hookkeeper  iov  a  perioil  of  the  Pittsfield  Trans- 
portation Conipany  au'd  clerked  one  summer  at  Columbia  Hall  and  ari- 
otlier  at  the  !Maple\vood  summer  hctcb  Pittsfield. 

In  1893  he  was  appointed  inspector  for  the  New  England  Insurance 
Exchange,  covering  central  Berkshire  county,  atid  was  elected  to  the 
secretaryship  of  Pittsfield  Board  of  Eire  Underwriters.  In  the  san.ie 
year  also  he  accepted  a  clerkship  in  the  office  of  the  Berkshire  I-ife  In- 
surance Conipany.  at  Pittsheld,  and  two  years  later  (3895)  was  pro- 
moted to  the  cashiershj'p,  of  which  he  is  still  the  incumbent.  He  \\  as 
one  of  the  founders  and  since  its  incorporation  president  of  the  Pitts- 
field co-operative  store,  located  on  Cohuubus  avenue. 

On  January  i,  1903.  in  a-sociation  with  ]\Ir.  Harry  E.  Jeffers,  Mr. 
^derchant  purchased  the  automobile  station  established  at  I'ittsfield  by 
Dr.  O.  S.  Robeiis  and  cijutinued  in  successful  conduct  of  the  business 
as  a  partnership  until  April  i,  1905,  when  the  stock  company  was 
formed  with  ^Ir.  Eranklin  Weston,  president,  and  Mr.  ]Mercluint,  treas- 
urer. ?\rr.  ]^Ierchant  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  is  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  Berk-hire  Automobile  Club.  Frntcrnally  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  I.  O.  O.  E.,  Xew  England  Order  of  Protection  and 
B.  P.  O.  E. 

He  is  Republican  in  political  afriliatiun,  lias  served  as  delegate  to 
municipal,  county  and  state  conventions;  for  two  terms  representing 
v.ard  seven  in  Pittsfield  city  council,  and  is  now  (1905)  serving  his  sec- 
ond term  in  that  body  as  the  representative  from  the  sixth  ward.  Pie 
ha.T  the  gratifying  distinction  of  being  the  only  l\epu.blican  ever  elected 
to  the  city  council  from  the  sixth  v.-ard.  His  councilmanic  service  has 
been  honest  and  efficient,  his  fire  department  comn-.ittee  work  having 
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been  especiallv  valuable  ic>  the  municipality  on  account  of  his  broad 
education  al'mg-  the  b!nes  of  fire  insurance.  He  is  also  on  the  salaries 
and  finance  committees. 

Mr.  !>rerchant  married.  ^lav  7.  1884,  Kate,  daughter  of  He^ckiab 
S.  RusseH,  vdiose  personal  and  crenealog'ical  memoirs  are  herein  con- 
taiiied.  Ylr.  and  ^irs.  ?ilerchant  have  lost  a  son,  A]l.>ert.  who  died  in 
infancv.  and  have  a  daughter.  Alice  R.  Merchant.  The  family  reside 
at  42  Linden  street,  and. attend  the  [Metliodist  Episcopal  charcb. 


EDGERTOX  E.  DODGE. 

Edgerton  Ellis  Dodge,  up  to  the  time  of  his  decease  (1904)  pro- 
prietor of  the  exterisive  and  elegantly  appoiiited  ]\[aple\vood  Li\'ery 
Stables,  at  Pittsfield.  ^Massachusetts,  was  a  descendant  in  tlie  ninth  gen- 
eration from  English.. ancestors  of  the  early  colonial  perioil.  The  found- 
er of  the  Dodge  family  in  America  was : 

Richard  Dodge,  born  in  Somersetshire.  England,  probably  about 
1602:  died  at  Eeverly.  ^Massachusetts.  Ji-ine  15,  1671.  He  married',  in 
England.  Ed.ith  f name  unknown),  who  died  Jurie  27,  167S,  ■  aged 
seventy-five.  Richard  Dodge  was  a  son  of  John  and  ^largery  Dodge. 
He  came  to  this  country  in  1638,  and  at  first  lived  cm  land  belonging 
to  his  brother  \\'illiam.  who  had  come  over  in  1629.  He  settled  on 
Dodge  Row,  in  North  Beverly,  not  far  east  of  Wenham  Lake,  and  his 
hou.se  stood  near  the  present  south  line  of  Beverly.  In  1653  his  name 
headed  a  list  of  twenty-one  subscribers  to  Harvard  College,  the  next 
largest  donor  contributing  only  one-fourth  as  much  as  he.  .  He  also 
dedicated  a  part  of  his  land  for  a  burying  ground,  and  it  is  now  known 
as  "the  cemetery  on  L>odge  Row."'  He  left  an  estate  of  £1,764  2S, 
and  he  gave  farms  to  three  of  his  sons  and  the  hcimestead  to  the  other 
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two.  He  and  liis  wife  were  nionil;ers  of  llic  cliurch  in  W'enhani  before 
164S.  Tliey  weie  the  parents  of  seven  cliildrcn,  several  of  whom  were 
bom  in  Engiand.  as  sliown  b}"  the  parish  records  of  East  Coker,  Somer- 
setshire.   The  fourth  in  his'  family  v-as 

Richard  Dodg-e  (2V  born  in  Beverly.  ^.lassachusetts,  1643,  'i'-'^'^ 
in  V\"enhani.  April  13.  1705.  He  married,  Eebrnaiy  23.  1667,  Mary 
Eaton,  born  1641,  dieil  Xirvember  28,  1716,  aged  seventy-five  years. 
He  was  a  fanner  and  lived  in  tlic  south  part  of  ^Venham.  and  owned  a 
large  farni  in  Ijiswich,  v\-hich  he  gave  to  his  eldest  son  Richard,  to  v^-honi 
he  also  gave  his  negro  man,  }tIingo,  about  two  years  before  his  death, 
when  he  made  division  of  his  property  among  his  children.  He  an.d  his 
wife  were  botli  buried  at  Xorth  Beverly,  where  their  gravestones  still 
may  be  seen.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  children,  of  vvhom  the 
eldest  was 

Richard  Dodge  (3),  born  in  AA'cp-ham,  July  3  2,  iG'/u,  died  at 
Ipswich,  July  7,  1739  He  married,  November  16,  1694,  ;>,[arLha  Low, 
died  aged  sixty-eight  years  and  nine  months,  daughter  of  Deacon 
Thomas  Low,  of  Chebacco,  in  Ipswich.  Both  were  buried  in  the  old 
cemetery  in  Dodge  Row.  He  received  the  farm  on  which  he  lived,  by 
deed  from  his  father,  December  i,  1703,  and  his  negro  man,  as  before 
mentioned.    Of  his  eight  children  the  yuungest  was 

Richard  Dodge  (4),  born  probably  in  Hamlet  parish,  in  1711  or 
1712,  died  in  Sutton,  2^Ias5achusetts,  abom  1776.  His  banns  of  mar- 
riage with  Sarah  Tuttle  v.ere  published  August  16,  1734.  He  sold  his 
land  in  Ipswich  in  1759,  and  bought  one  hundred  acres  in  Sutton,  a 
little  later  buying  two  hundred  acres  partly  in  Sutton  and  partly  in 
Uxbridge.    Among  his  nine  children  was 

Richard  Dodge  (5),  born  in  Hamlet  parish,  Ipswich,  probably 
about  1750,  died  November  25,  1833,  aged  about  eighty-three  years. 


3i-i  .  BERKSHIRE  CO  UN  IT 

He  married,  July  19,  1770,  Lois  Lune,  of  Suiioii,  born  175:?,  died  Sep- 
tember 7,  1S12,  aged  sixtv  years.  Tlic}-  were  buried  in  Croydon,  New 
Hampshire,  where  they  had  gone  to  make  their  home  Vvith  a  son.  The 
gravestone  gives  die  age  of  ^Ir.  Dodge  as  eighty-one  years  and  eight 
montbiS.  In  1776  Rich;ird  Dodge  bought  tlie  interest  of  his  brotlier  and 
sister  in  the  paternal  estate,  and  probably  lived  thei'e  until  he  removed 
to  Croydon,  although  a  mortgage  in  17S7  (discharged  in  1813)  was 
given  by  Ricb.ard  and  Lois  "of  Ch.arlt'Mi.'' 

Freeman  Dodge  (7),  born  in  Croydon,  Xe^v  Llampshire,  Feljruary 
17,  iSc9,  died  in  Pittsrlcld,  jiassachusetts,  January  15,  1S86.  He 
maiTied,  at  Troy,  Xew  Ycrk,  Candace  Stockwell,  of  Croydon,  New 
Hanipshire.  He  vxas  a  pohccman  in  l^roy.  New  York,  and  went  from 
there  to  Palrner,  ^Ias5achusetts,  later  removing  to  Pittsfield,  \vhere  he 
was  engaged  in  a  meat  business.  Lie  was  a  deacon  in  the  Congrega- 
tional church  for  several  years.    The  youngest  of  his  two  children  was 

Freeman  Morgan  Dodge  (8),  born  in  Milton,  New  York,  August 
22,  1840.  He  married,  in  Palmer,  ^lassachusetts,  Adelaide  Witt,  born 
at  Three  Rivers,  Massachusetts,  October  22,  1845,  adopted  danghter  of 
the  iate  John  B.  Squier,  a  leading  manufacturer  of  Pcdmer.  i\Ir.  Dodge 
is  a  trainer  of  horses  at  Pleasure  Park,  near  Pittsfield.  The  children 
of  Mr.  Dodge,  all  born  in  Pahiier,  are:  i.  Everett  iMorgan,  born  June 
22,  1864;  married,  June  16,  1S86,  Nellie  Irene  GilberL,  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  !Mar\-  (Ingraham)  Gilbert.  He  lias  been  a  trainer  on  the 
Allen  farm  in  Pittsfield,  but  is  now  (1903)  clerk  at  the  New  American 
House  in  the  same  city.  !Mrs.  Dodge  has  been  for  several  years  a 
leading  contralto  singer  and  prominent  in  musical  circles.  2.  Edger- 
ton  Ellis,  to  be  further  m.entioned.  3.  Fanny  Louise,  bom  i\Iarch  17, 
1869,  married  October  13,  1890,  to  Fred  D.  Sprague,  of  Pittsfield.  ChiL 
dren:    Miriam,  born  August  22,  189 1;  Murray,  born  August  26,  1896. 
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4.  Arthur  Freeman,  born  Seplcniber  17.  1S70.  lie  was  formerly  as- 
sistant to  "his  father  at  Pleasure  Park,  and  is  iiovv  engaged  in  harness 
and  s.addie  nianufacim-ing  wirii  his  iai;!ier-in-law,  John  Smith,  in  Pitts- 
field. 

Edgerton  Ellis  Dodge  (o),  second  son  and  cliild  of  Freeman  M. 
Dodge,  was  born  Xovem.ber  23,  1S65.  He  was  a  trainer  of  horses  on 
Mr.  Forlies"  Farherland  Farm,  at  B}field,  r\lassachuseits.  Subsequently 
he  was  employed  in  the  same  capacity  v;ith  C.  W.  Wheeler,  at  Orange, 
]Ma5sachusetts,  and  still  later  had  charge  of  the  stock  for  \\"illiam  Pol- 
lock, at  Pittsfield.  From  1896  until  his  decease  in  1904  he  was  pro- 
prietor of  the  extensive  ^laplev.-ood  Livery  Stables.  • 

Mr.  Dodge  v^-as  married,  Noveml?er  26.  1S91,  to  Miss  Katherine 
Irene,  daughter  of  the  late  Bruce  Ilumphreyvilie,  a  farm.er  of  Lanes- 
boro.  Their  children  are  Freeman  Forbes,  born  December  23,  1S92, 
and  Helen  Dodge,  born  INIay  22,  1896. 


CFIARLES  NYE  DROWNE. 

Among  the  important  business  interests  of  Pittsfield  is  the  Berk- 
shire Manufacturing  Company,  the  outgrowth  of  a  small  business  es- 
tablished in  1S79  by  the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  these 
memoirs  and  v^'ho  is  one  of  the  considerable  stockholders  of  the  com- 
pany nam.ed.  He  was  born  in  Lee,  ^Massachusetts,  August  16,  1854, 
son  of  the  late  Reuben  Olmsted  and  3dartha  Peabody  (Buckley)  Drowne. 
He  is  a  descendant  of  an  early  Welsh  settler  of  the  colonies. 

Leonard  Drov,-ne,  the  founder  of  the  American  family  of  that 
nam.e,  was  born  in  1646  and  v.  hen  a  young  man  came  to  xAmerica,  locat- 
ing in  Boston,  ^.lassachusctts.     Fie  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
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Richard  Abbctt.  of  P.: 'rL^nK.utli.  Xcw  liampsliire.  He  died  October  31, 
iJ-Q:  his  wife  }>fay  5.  1706.    Of  iheir  children 

Simeon  Drowne  Avas  born  Aviril  9,  1686,  lived  in  Boston,  wliere 
he  fo!lov.-ed  ihe  trade  of  shipwrigln.  died  August  2,  1734,  and  is  buried 
at  Copp's  Hilb  He  marriedi  Mary  Paine,  born  June  8,  16S3,  daughter 
of  H.:n.  Co'or.e!  Xarlianiel  and  Dorothy  (Rainsford)  Paine,  of  Bris,tol, 
Rhode  Island.    The  only  son  of  Simeon  and  ]\[ary  (Paine)  Drowne  was 

Jonathan  Drowne.  born  in  T711.  married,  July  27,  iy2i-^  Sarah 
Kent,  daughter  of  Tosb,ua  and  ^.lary  (Toogriod)  Kent,  born  Octolier 
17.  171 1.  The  first  authentic  records  of  tb.is  couple  are  found  at  Bris- 
tol, Rhode  Island.  The)-  were  of  strong  religious  faith  and  believed  in 
the  doctrines  preached  hy  Elder  A\"ight.  They  were  the  parents  of  six 
children.  Captain  Jonathan  Drowne  died  a  short  time  prior  to  June  24, 
1757,  the  date  of  the  record  of  her  power  of  attorney  by  his  widovr.  She 
married,  October  11.  1759.  in  Rehoboth,  James  Smitli,  of  \\'"arrei:,  who 
is  described  as  a  "  g'entleman  of  higli  character  and  much  esteemed.'" 
He  died  in  Barrington.  April  3.  1774.  and  his  widow  subsccjuently  and 
until  her  decease,  October  8,  1777.  lived  with  her  son  Nathaniel  Drowne 
in  Rchob-oth.  where  her  remains  lie.  The  stones  marking  her  grave  are 
still  intact  and  the  headstone  bears  this  quaint  inscription  : 

"  Beneath  this  ston  Deaths 

Prisoner  Lies 
The  ston  shall  move  the 

Prisoner  rise 
When  Jesus  withs 

Almity  word 
Calls  his  dead  saints 

To  meet  their  Lord.'' 

Of  her  sons  by  Captain  Jonathan  Drou  ne  three  were  soldiers  in  the 
Patriot  army  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  viz. :  Xatlianicl,  Frederick 
and 
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Jonathan  Drawnc  (IT').  Uirn  ^fay  5.  1745:  died  in  180S:  married, 
Tanr.aiy  21.  1770.  Sarali  'Wheeler,  dnuglitcr  of  Wilentinc  and  Sarah 
^^'hecler.  b..^i-n  Sei)tcp.!l)er  14.  1749:  died  Jp.nc  184T.  Joiiatlinn  Drowne 
(II),  v/as  an  abie  man.  honest  and  steadfast.  "  He  believed  in  hberty 
and  t;"ave  the  best  portion  of  his  Hfc  to  the  colonial  struggle  for  inde- 
pendence."' He  participated  in  the  battle  of  Lexington,  April  u).  1775, 
serving  as  captain,  and  at  Bunker  Hill,  June  ij,  T775,  ^^■hcrc  he  ranked 
as  paymaster.  Certilied  abstracts  of  his  Re\-olntionar\-  war  service  front 
the  otnce  of  the  secrctaiy  of  the  commonwealth  of  }^lassachusetts  are  as 
follows:  '"'Jonathan  Drovvne,  appear;  with  rank  of  lieutenant  on.  com- 
pany returns  of  -Captain  Keith."s  Qanjian}-.  Coljnel  Sargent's  regiment, 
dated  August  16.  1775.  Enlisted  July  9,  1775 — residence  Rehoboth." 
"Jonathan  Drc-wne:  appears  with  rank  of  lieiuenant  on  company  returns 
of  Caj)tain  Keith's  Company.  Colonel  Sargent's  regiment— probably  Oc- 
tober returns  1 775.  Residence  Rehol)Oth."'  "Jonathan  Drowne:  appears 
with  rank  of  first  lieutenant  on  muster  and  pay-roll  of  Captain  James 
Ferr\-'s  Company,  l6th  Regt. :  enlisted  January  i,  1776."  "Jonathan 
Drowne :  appears  with  rank  01  captain  on  Continental  army  pay  accounts 
Col.  Henry  Jackson's  Regiment,  for  ser\-ices  from  January  i,  1777,  to 
October  5,  1778 — residence,  Rehoboth:  returns  dated  Pawtuxet,  Sept. 
19,  1778. 

"(Signed)  Jox.vTHAN  Drowxe." 

Of  the  children  of  Jonathan  and  Sarah  (Wheeler)  Drowne 
>Vnah  Drowne  was  born  in  Rehoboth,  August  i,  1782 ;  died  Janu- 
ary 21,  1858:  married  Ruth  Olmsted.    Of  the  children  of  Anah  and 
Ruth  (Ohnsted)  Drov.  ne  was 

Reuben  Olmsted  Drowne,  who  was  born  in  Canaan,  New  York, 
January  5.  1S20.  anrl  died  January  12,  1892.  He  was  educated  in  his 
native  place  where  he  became  one  of  the  leading  stockholders  of  its  prin- 
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cipal  industry,  ihe  Canaan  I'apcr  Compnny.  His  wlie.  ^Tartha  Pea- 
body  Buckley,  born  April  Q.  1822.  ^\■as  a  daughter  of  James  Buckley, 
for  manv  years  in  tb.e  employ  of  Planner  &  Smith,  founders  of  the 
Smith  Paper  Company,  cif  Lee.  ]Vlassach.usetts.  and  whose  wife  Clarissa 
(Rodgers)  Buckley,  died  December  22.  1855.  ^Irs.  Reuben  O.  Drowne 
died  October  9.  1893.    Of  her  children 

Charles  Xye  Drownc.  introduced  in  the  opening  lines  of  these  me- 
moirs, was  educated  in  Canaan,  New  York,  and  in  1874  came  to  Pittsfiold 
and  in  1878  established  a  modest  plant  for  the  manufacture  of  overalls, 
pantaloons,  etc.  His  success  inspired  him  to  seek  larger  manufacturing 
facilities,  and  tc  accomplish  tliis  end  the  Berkshire  ^.lanufacturing  Com- 
pany was  incorporated  with  John  S.  Wolfe,  president  ;  George  Pease, 
treasurer,  and  ^fessrs.  George  H.  Bliss  and  Charles  N.  Drowne,  direc- 
tors. The  original  line  of  manufactures  was  continued  by  the  company 
for  a  period  of  about  ten  years,  since  which  time  pantaloons  aloiie  has 
been  its  product.  The  growth  of  the  business  warranting  enlarged  in- 
vestment, the  capita]  stock  was  increased  in  1898,  ^lessrs.  E.  H.  Bobbins 
and  W.  \V.  Camwell  of  Pittsheld  r)urchasing  the  company's  additional 
stock.  -The  present  output  of  the  plant  is  many  times  in  excess  of  the 
original  product,  indicating  it  as  one  of  the  substantial  business  suc- 
cesses of  Pittstleld.  ]Mr.  Drowne  married.  December  15,  1SS6.  Fanny  E., 
daughter  of  the  late  George  E.  Royce,  of  Rutland.  Vermont.  Their 
children  are  R':'yce  Carver  Drowne,  born  October  15,  1S87:  Brewer 
Campbell  Drov/ne.  born  June  7,  1894;  and  Fanny  Ohnsted  Drowne.  born 
October  12,  1896.  Mr.  Drowne  is  a  Democrat  in  political  affiliation,  and 
a  m.ember  of  the  INLasonic  fraternity,  the  Massachusetts  Society  Sons  of 
the  American  Revolution,  and  of  Berkshire  Ch'-;»ter. 
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HEXRY  C.  BENZ. 
Heniy  C.  Beiiz,  a  prcminetir  business  man  of  Pittsfield,  ]\]a?sa- 
chusctts.  vras  born  in  [Meizinger.  Germany.  April  6.  1S28,  and  came  to 
this  countrv  in  1854,  locating  in  Pittsfield,  ^lassacbusetls.  His  tather 
was  a  man  of  education  and  culture,  and  a  public-spirited,  patriotic 
citizen  of  his  native  town. 

He  secured  a  position  with  the  Pontoosuc  Woolen  Company,  then 
managed  by  the  late  Thaddeus  Clapp.  and  for  eighteen  years  was  gen- 
eral overseer  of  the  mill.    He  invented  the  man.ufacture  of  Balmoral 
skirts  and  carriage  lap  robes.    At  that  time  about  one  hundred  hand 
looms  v.-ere  in  operation' at  this  mill.    In  1872  Mr.  Benz  went  to  An- 
sonia,  Connecticut,  where  he  became  associated  with,  the  Slade  Woolen 
Company,  having  charge  of  the  pressing  department,  and  this  position 
he  retained  for  four  years  thereafter,  then  returning  to  the  Pontoosuc 
Company.    He  remained  with  the  latter  until  1SS5,  when  he  purchased 
a  farm  on  the  Southeast  ]yL:.untain  road.    Mr.  Benz  then  gave  up  work 
in  the  mill  and  gave  his  entire  time  to  the  farm,  which  he  conducted 
very  successfully.    In  tlie  death  of  Henry  C.  Benz.  which  occurred 
Xovcm.ber  7,  1904,  the  comm.unity  lost  an  honest,  upright,  industrious 
citizen,  and  his  family  a  kind  and  loving  father.    Henry  C.  Benz  v,-as 
united  in  marriage  to  Anna  Maria  Stole,  a  native  of  Germany,  who 
died  March  26,  1899.    Of  this  union  the  following  named  children 
were  born:    Henry,  in  1S55.  married  Bertlia  Irons,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Edv.-ard,  who  resided  on  the  hom.e  farm  for  a  short  period  of 
time  and  now  lives  in  Pittsfield ;  Henry  married  a  second  time  and 
nov/  lives  in  Utica,  Xew  York.    John,  in  1863;  Charles,  in  1865.  The 
last  two  named  v/ork  on  the  home  farm.    Fred  Jacob,  in  1869,  married, 
October  21,  1896,  Caroline  E.  Dewey,  daughter  of  Chauncey  and  Caro- 
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line  Dcnvca".  a  member  of  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  hig'lily  re- 
spectevi  families  in  Lenox:  of  this  marriage  two  children  were  born: 
Frederick  D..  August  24,  1S9S.  and  :\[aric.  who  died  at  the  age  of 
three  years.  Fred  Jacob  Benz  was  a  Ivepnblican  in  politics,  and  was 
deeply  and  actively  interested  in  the  affairs  of  that  organization.  He 
was  an  energetic,  up-to-date  young  farmer  and  assisted  very  materially 
in  the  improvem.ent  of  the  farm.  He  was  stricken  suddenly  with  a 
fatal  disease,  and  on  Februan-  28,  1905.  his  death  occurred,  and  b.e 
was  buried  on  the  twentieth  anniversar}-  of  the  day  the  family  took 
up  their  residence  on  the  farm.  His  widow.  2v[rs.  Caroline  E.  Benz, 
makes  her  home  on  th.e  iarm. 

SELDEX  rjE^HXG  ANDREWS. 

A  significant  industiw  of  the  county  seat,  the  Berkshire  Hardware 
Company,  ranking  among  the  leading  v/holesale  and  retail  establish- 
ments of  its  kind  in  western  Massachusetts,  owes  its  proportions  in  large 
measure  to  the  industry  and  business  acumen  of  the  gentleman  whose 
name  introduces  this  narrative  and,  who,  as  the  subjoined  genealogical 
data  will  show,  is  a  rerjresentative  of  one  of  the  historic  families  of  west- 
ern ^Massachusetts. 

He  was  l^x^rn  February-  11,  1865.  in  Richmond,  Berkshire  county, 
son  of  Deming  Lewis  and  Sarah  (W'erden)  Andrews,  the  former  also 
a  native  of  Richmond  and  the  latter  of  Connecticut.  Selden  Deming 
Andrev.s  completed  his  general  education  with  his  graduation  in  1881 
from  the  Pittsfield  high  school.  Liimediately  thereafter  he  found  em- 
ployment in  the  hardware  establishment  of  a  brother-in-law,  'Mr.  E. 
Williams,  a  one-half  interest  in  which  he  purchased  in  1898,  this  part- 
nership association  continuing  to  conf-luct  an  increasingly  successful 
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hard\Yare  business.  }Jr.  Williams  (.li^poscd  of  his  interest  therein  to 
'Sir.  John  H.  F.ells,  in  ick52,  and  it  has  since  hecn  conducted  under  the 
name  of  Eerk-hu-e  llardware  Conipany,  Mr.  Eells  being  the  office  man- 
ager, and  Mr.  Andrews  general  nian.ager.  Mr.  Andrews  is  a  memlx'r 
of  the  ^Masonic  fraternity  and  the  Royal  Arcanum. 

He  married.  Ai'.gu.st  13.  1889.  Carrie,  daughter  'A  Abraliam  Volk. 
'JTlieir  children  are  Harok!  X'olk  Andrews,  born  June  9.  189.?,  and  Ed- 
ward Deniing  Andrews,  born  March  6,  1894.  Th.e  taniily  reside  at  42 
Clinton  street,  v/ith  sunm-ier  liome  at  Richmond.  Berkshire  county,  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

The  Andrews  famil}-  of  Berkshire  county  is  lineally  descended  from 
Jolin  Andrus  (or,  as  spelled  in  earliest  land  records,  Andrews,  a  spell- 
ing generally  adopted  by  his  posterity)  who  ^\■as  one  of  the  eighty-four 
proprietors  of  the  ancient  town  of  Tunxis  (the  name  of  an  Indian  tribe), 
afterwards  "'flarmingtowne,"  now  P'^armington,  Connecticut.  He  died 
in  16S1,  and  his  wife  IMary  in  May,  1694.  Of  their  children,  the  young- 
est "was  Benjamin  An.drews,  who  A\as  married  thrice,  ilrst  on  May  26, 
16S2,  to  Mary  Smith,  who  died  in  January.  1707.    Her  eldest  son 

Benjamin  Andrews.  Jr..  born  August  20.  16S3,  died  in  1729,  mar- 
ried DecemVier  6,  171 1,  Elizabeth .  Gridley,  born  at  Farnu'ngton,  Con- 
necticut. October  20,  1693.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Tdiomas  and  Eliza- 
beth (  Clark)  Gridley,  who  were  constituent  members  of  Southington, 
Connecticut.  Congregational  church. 

Jonathan  Andrews,  eldest  son  of  Benjamin,  Jr.,  and  Elizabeth 
(Gridley)  Andreivs,  was  born  at  Southington.  Connecticut,  April  4, 
1715.  Ele  married  Jur.e  5.  1735,  Susannah  Andrews,  born  at  Hartford, 
Connecticut,  May  12.  1718.  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Abigail  TTurner) 
Andrews.  Both  Jonathan  Andrews  and  his  wife  were 'admitted  to  the 
church  in  Southington,  October  19.  1735.    He  died  December  2,  1797, 
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and  Ills  wife  February  6.  1809.  Jonailian  Andrews  was  in  1779  ap- 
pointed with  the  deacons  to  confer  with  Rev.  Robinson  to  agree  upon 
a  churcli  covenant,  confession  and  discinhne.    His  second  son 

Ozias  Andrews,  born  at  Southington,  Connecticut,  ^larch  20,  174-?; 
married  December  28,  176S,  Ann  Nott  (or  Knott)  of  Berhn,  Connecti- 
cut. They  settled  in  17S1  in  Richmond,  Berkshire  ciuuty,  where  he 
became  a  leading  member  of  tlie  ^letliodist  Episco^-.al  church.  He  h.ad 
a  short  term  of  service  in  the  patrixjt  army  during  the  closing  years  of 
the  Revoluiionar}-  v/ar.  He  died  in  April,  181 2,  and  liis  wife,  January 
24.  1839.    Of  their  children 

Jonathan  Andrews,  born  at  Richmorid,  ]\Iarch  iS,  1874.  married, 
January  16.  iSii,  a  lady  of  Canaan,  Xew  York,  Beisey  Rood,  born  in 
1788,  died  in  June,  1866.    Their  youngest  child 

Lewis  Deming  Andrev/s.  born  at  Richmond,  April  2,  1820,  and 
twice  married,  first  in  1848  to  Rebecca  ]:!arney,  who  died  two  years  later; 
second,  in  January.  1852,  to  Sarah  A.  W'erden,  of  Richmond.  Four 
children  were  born  of  the  latter  marriage,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy; 
a  son,  Selden  Deming  Andrews,  the  immediate  subject  of  these  memoirs, 
and  a  daughter.  Elizabeth  Irene,  born  in  vSeptember,  1857,  who  is  the 
wife  of  Eleazer  Williams,  former  hardware  merchant  of  Rittsfield,  and 
has  four  children:    Florence;  Eleazer,  Jr.;  Henry  and  Ehzabeth. 

ALMOX  AUBRFIY  DES:\[OND. 

Almon  A.  Desmond,  a  prominent  and  leading  citizen  of  Pittsfield, 
Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts,  where  he  \vas  born  in  the  year  1862, 
is  a  lineal  descendant  of  a  family  of  English  origin,  who  settled  in  New- 
York  state  at  an  early  date.  His  parerits  were  William  and  Phoebe 
(Mapes;  Desmond,  and  his  paternal  grandfather  was  William  Des- 
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moncl.  a  mechanic  of  more  than  ordinai-y  aliiHl}',  who  resi^led  with  his 
famil}-  in  the  vicinity  of  Stepiientown.  New  York. 

"WiUiant  Desmond  (tat'h.er)  v.as  Ijorn  in  Slephentown,  New  York, 
in  1830.  He  received  the  meager  educational  advantages  afforded  by 
attendance  at  the  ungraded  schools  of  tliat  early  period,  and  at  the  age 
of  thirteen  years  was  bound  out  to  a  farmer.  During  tin's  period  of 
time  he  became  so  thoroughly  familiar  v.-ith  farming  in  all  its  details, 
and  it  proA'ing  so  congenial  to  Ins  tastes,  he  decided  to  follov.-  that  line 
of  work  throughout  his  acti^•e  career.  He  drifted  from  Xew  York 
state  to  ]?'.Ia55achusetts,  workmg  for  a  time  in  Hancock;,  and  about  the 
year  1S5S  went  to  work  for  the  Stearns  family,  after  which  he  worked 
for  J.  P.  Clark,  of  West  Pittsfield,,  and  for  a  number  of  years  there- 
after conducted  a  milk  business  on  his  own  account.  He  was  the  head 
farmer  for  t)-ie  Barker  Brotliers,  of  Bnrkersville,  during  the  flourisliing 
days  of  that  concern,  perfoiining  his  work  in  a  highly  satisfactory  and 
etiicient  n}anner.  During  his  residence  in  Berkshire  county,  jNIr.  Des- 
mond has  witnessed  the  decline  of  the  villages  of  Barkersville  and 
Stearnsville,  which  at  one  time  was  the  very  hive  of  industry,  with  busi- 
ness booming  and  labor  in  great  demand,  but  at  the  present  time  (iQcxj.) 
it  is  so  different,  ruin  and  destruction  everywhere  and  the  empty  niills 
and  tenements  giving  it  the  look  of  abandonment.  William  Desmond 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Phoebe  ]\lapes,  of  West  Pittsfield,  ?^Tassa- 
chusclts,  and  the  follov.ing  named  children  were  born  to  them:  Will- 
iam, 1858,  is  novr  a  resident  of  Bristol,  Connecticut;  he  married  Amelia 
Beitzel,  of  Pittsfield,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children.  Almon 
Aubrey,  mentioned  hereinafter.  Sanforrl  L.,  1867,  a  resident  of  Pitts- 
field; he  married  Efhe  Stickles,  and  three  children  are  the  issue  of  this 
union.  Tlie  father  of  ]Mrs.  De=mond  died  before  her  birth,  and  her 
mother  when  she  v.-as  only  three  years  of  age,  and  thus  her  bringing  up 
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was  entrusted  to  tlie  Sliakers  of  A\"esc  Pitt.sfield,  with  whom  slie  resided 
until  she  was  sixteen  }-ea^s  of  age.  The  Shakers  gave  her  a  good  edu- 
cation and  tauglit  her  such  thiings  m  the  earl)-  years  of  her  hfe  as  to 
make  her  an  admired  girl  a  de\-otcd  and  belo\-ed  wife  and  a  mother 
thai  her  three  sons  are  proud  to  speak  of.  She  passed  awa>-  in  1S95, 
and  her  death  was  bemoaned  by  all  who  had  ever  come  in  contact  with 
her,  esijecially  was  she  missed  in  cliurch  circles,  where  she  took  an  active 
and  keen  interest. 

Alnion  A.  Desmond  acquired  his  preliminary  education  in  the  dis- 
trict school,  and  tin's  was  supplemented  l)y  a  three  years"  coiu'se  at  the 
high  school.  Whtn  this  was  completed  his  father  gave  him  the  choice 
of  continuing  his  .studies  (;r  learning  a  trade,  but  he  chose  the  latter, 
and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  as  was  the  custom  with  the  majority  of 
hovs  reared  in  that  tov.-n,  went  to  work  in  Piarker  Bnjthers'  Woolen 
^lills,  where  iie  remained  two  years.  He  then  entered  tlie  employ  of 
William  \\'hiting.  ex-ma}or,  who  was  engaged  in  the  wholesale  station- 
ery business,  remaining  with  him  for  a  period  of  four  years.  The  fol- 
lowing two  years  he  was  employed  at  the  v/oolen  business  in  Rockville, 
Connecticut,  after  which  the  longing  for  home  came  upon  him  and  he 
returned  to  Pittsfield,  securing  emplo}-ment  with  Joseph  D.  Shearer  in 
the  stationery  business,  with  whom  he  remained  for  seven  years.  In 
1901  ^Ir.  Desmond  was  appointed  caretaker  of  the  high  school  of  Pitts- 
field,  which  is  one  of  the  n!OSt  beautiful  structures  in  that  vicinity  of 
the  county,  and  the  citizens  of  Pittsfield.  especially  those  who  have  chil- 
dren attending  that  school,  are  to  be  congratulated  in  having-  such  a 
trustworthy  official  on  duty.  In  1902  'he  was  appointed  a  member  of 
the  city  council,  and  for  sexeral  terms  served  on  the  school  board  of 
Pittsfield.  Pfe  is  prominently  identified  with  the  Improved  Order  of 
Red  Men,  Kniglits  of  Pytlhas,  Royal  Arcanum,  and  the  Daughters  of 
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Pocahontas.  In  18S5  'Mr.  Desmond  married  I\Iary  S.  Beitzel,  daughter 
of  John  and  Amelia  Bcitzel,  a  highly  respected  German  family  of  Pitts- 
field.  Their  children  are:  Amy  Amelia,  born  1S88,  in  RockviUe, 
Connecticut,  and  Aubrey  IMordaunt,  l)orn  1893..  in  PittsField,  ]\lassa- 
chusetts.  The  former  named  is  now  attending  the  high  school  of  Pitts- 
field,  and  the  latter  is  a  str.dent  in  the  grammar  school.  The  family 
are  ntembers  of  the  Baptist  church  of  Pitlsfield.  They  reside  in  a  com- 
fortable home  on  East  street,  where  the  utmost  hospitality  is  extended 
to  tlieir  numerous  friet'ds. 


JOHX  HTXRY  EELI.S. 

A  leading-  merchant  of  Berkshire  count}-,  lialf-own.er  of  the  Berk- 
shire Hardware  Company,  Pittsfield.  is  he  whose  name  is  tlie  caption  for 
this  article.  He  was  born  in  Lenox.  October  i,  1846.  son  of  the  late 
Da-^idi  B.  and  Sarah  (Wells)  Eclls,  both  natives  of  Berkshire  county, 
and  descendants  of  early  English  settlers  of  New-  England. 

John  Eells,  founder  of  the  American  family  of  this  name,,  came 
from  England  in  163I}..   Of  his  children 

Samuel  Eells,  who  was  born  June  23.  1639.  had  a  large  family, 
aniong  whoni  was 

Rev-.  Xathanicl  Eeiis  born  Xovem.ber  26,  1677;  settled  at  Scituate, 
^Massachusetts,  and  died  August  25.  1750.    Of  his  sons 

Rev.  Edward  Eells  was  born  June  3,  1712.  or  1713,  settled  at  ]\Jid- 
dletown,  Connecticut,  where  he  was  pastor  of  the  X'orth  Society  from 
1738  until  his  decease.  Octo»ber  12,  1776. 

An  amusing  incident  in  the  history  of  Rev.  John  Eells,  a  cousin  of 
Rev.  Ed-vvard  Eells,  which  is  in  substance  contained  in  the  record  of  the 
clerk  of  the  Congregational  church  of  X'ew  Canaan,  Connecticut.    It  nar- 
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rates  iliat  upon  being  aroused  late  upoii  a  sl'.'nr.y  night  by  a  couple  de- 
sirous of  being  married.  Rev.  l{ells  appeared  ai  a  \vindo\v  opening  upon 
a  piazza  where  tiie  conpie  stood  and  snnmiaril}-  tied  tlie  knot  with  these 
words : 

''•  Up-der  this  window  in  stormy  v/eather, 
I  join  this  man  and  woman  togetlier. 
Let  none  but  Him  Avho  made  this  thunder 
E'er  part  th.ese  married  two  asunder." 

The  dominie  tlien  remarked  :  It  is  the  custom  to  offer  prayer,  but 
under  the  circumstances  we  VN  ill  dispense  with  that,'*  then  adding,  It 
is  also  the  custom  to  haA'e  music,  but  iliat  will  be  omitted,'"  and  after  a 
moment's  pause,  ar^d  it  is  the  custom  also  to  kiss  the  bride,  but  that  will 
likewise  be  dispensed  v.-ith."  Here  the  nev/  made  Benedict  tucked  his 
bride  under  his  armx,  and  remarking  '''  It  is  also  customary  to  fee  the 
parson,  but  under  the  circumstances  that  will  be  dispensed  with,''  disap- 
peared into  the  storm. 

John  Eells,  son  of  Rev.  Echvard  Eells,  born  July  20,  1753.  was  a 
soldier  in  the  patriot  army  during  the  A\'ar  of  the  Revolution.  A  copy 
of  the  orTicial  record  of  service  is  as  follows :  '■'  John  Eells,  LanesborO', 
private,  Capt.  Ebenezer  Xewell's  Co.,  Col.  Symond's  Regiment :  service 
21  days;  company  miarched  from  Lanesboro  to  I\Ianchester,  July  9,  1777, 
on  an  alarm;  also  sam.e  com.pany  and  regiment,  service,  six  days;  com- 
pany marched  from  Lanesboro  on  an  alarm,  Aug.  14,  1777,  also  Lieu- 
tenant Joseph  Farnum's  Co.,  Col.  Eenjatniu  Symond's  regiment;  enlisted 
St\A.  5,  1/7/,  di.-charged  Sept.  30,  1777;  service  26  days.  Company 
marched  from  Lanesboro  to  Pav.let;  also  on  list  of  men  mustered  by 
Truman  \\'heeler,  muster  master  for  Berk.shire  county,  dated  Great 
Barrington.  June  5,  1778.  Residence,  Lanesboro;  term,  nine  months." 
Of  his  children 

John  Eells  born  in  Connecticut,  May  11,  1780,  located  in  Berk- 
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shire  county  with  his  parents,  arid  died  Octuljer  17,  1S26.  He  was  a 
fanner,  as  was  his  son,  who  died  July  30.  1879,  '^'^"'^^  David  B. 

Eeils,  father  01  the  inun.ediate  subject  of  riiese  r.icnioirs. 

John  H.  Eells  was  educated  in  ihe  schools  of  I.eiiox  and  under  the 
tuition  of  George  P.  Bradley,  near  Stockbridge.  For  a  short  period 
tliereafter  lie  assisted  his  lather  in  tlie  cultivation  of  the  homestead  fann, 
and  from  1S75  to  1S80  was  in  the  emplo}'  of  an  uncle,  Kichard  P.  Eells, 
an  insurance  and  real  estate  agent  of  Xyack.  Xe\v-  York.  Retr.rning 
to  Berkshire  county  in  the  latter  year,  he  became  bookkeeper  for  the 
shoe  manufacturing  establishment  of  Robbins  &:  Kellogg,  and  remained 
with  this  company  and  its  successors  until  the  shutting.down  of  the  plant 
in  1900.  A  sh.ort  period  of  service  as  tax  collector  of  Pittsfield  was  fol- 
lowed by  hi?  purchase  in  September,  1902,  of  }>dr.  E.  AXdllianns'  half- 
interest  of  the  hardware  business  on  North  street,  Pittsheld,  since  oper- 
ated under  tb.e  name  of  the  Berkslure  Ilardv.'are  Company. 

I\Ir.  Eeils  married,  October,  1S92,  Plarriet,  daughter  of  the  late 
Erastus  Parker,  of  Lenox.  'Mr.  Eells  has  been  a  member  of  South  Con- 
gregational church,  Pittsfield,  sirice  1SS2,  one  of  its  board  of  deacons 
since  1S94.  and  clerk  of  the  parish  since  1SS4.  ]\Irs.  Eells  is  a  member 
of  St.  Stcplien's  Protc^tant  Episcopal  church,  Pittsfield.  The  residence 
is  364  South  street. 

RE\'.  CLOVIS  X.  BAUDOCIX. 

The  French  Catholics  of  Pittsfield,  }>Lassachusetts,  have  been  for- 
tunate in  having  appointed  to  attend  to  their  spiritual  and  religious 
needs  the  Rev.  Clovis  X".  Baudouin,  who  since  be  has  come  among  them 
has  endeared  himself  to  themi  in  an  extraordinary  degree.  He  was 
bom  in  the  village  of  Repentigny,  province  of  Quebec,  Canada,  in  the 
year  1854,  a  son  of  Pierre  and  2\rargueritc  flletu)  Baudouin. 
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The  family  were  anioug-  tlie  earliest  I'rench  settlers  that  came  Ironi 
the  Fath.erland  and  settled  in  die  Canadian  wilderness.  They  are  sup- 
posed to  have  ccnie  from  the  district  of  Xorniandie,  France.  Among 
the  earlv  records  we  find  that  Guiilanmc  Bandouin  was  a  settler  m  the 
vill32'e  ot  Repentignv  as  early  as  1700.  an.d  he  reared  his  family  in  that 
vicinitv.  Among-  his  descendants  was  Pierre  Baudouin,  aforen.iention.ed, 
who  bv  his  marriage  to  }\Iarg-iierite  Hetu  became  the  fatlier  of  the  fol- 
lowiiig  named  children:  Pierre,  born  1S3T.  now  deceased;  he  vcas  a 
practicing-  phvsician  in  St.  Jean,  A\here  he  died.  Philibert,  born  1S36, 
a  resident  of  ^lontreal.  Canada,  where  he  is  engaged  as  notary.  Del- 
vina.  b'"'rn  1S41,  died  at  tlie  age  of  seventeen  years.-  Joel,  l>)rn  1S43, 
deceased;  he  ^vas  a  man  of  excellent  education  and  sound  judgment, 
and  h.is  entire  life  was  spent  on  the  olrl  homestead.  Osina  ^vlarguerite, 
born  i''^45;  became  the  wife  of  Joseph  La  Rose;  they  made  their  home 
in  St.  Paul.  Car.ada,  where  she  died.  Albert,  born  1848,  died  when 
onlv  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  in  the  sixth  year  of  his  college  course. 
Clovis  X.,  mentioned  at  length  in  the  following  paragraph. 

Ciovis  X'.  Baudouin  early  evinced  a  desire  to  extend  his  educa- 
tional advantages  as  far  as  possible,  and  at  twelve  years  of  age  entered 
L'Assompticn  College,  where  he  pursued  the  full  course,  completing  the 
same  in  the  year  1876.  and  thus  he  gave  the  best  years  of  his  life  in 
endeavoring  to  secure  the  knowledge  that  he  is  anxious  and  willing  to 
impart  to  all  people  who  come  in  contact  with  him.  After  his  gradua- 
tion from  L'Assomption  College  he  entered  \\arenncs  Seminary,  where 
he  pursued  his  studies  for  four  vears,  and  on  December  20,  1879,  he  was 
ordained  to  the  priesthood  in  ^lontreal.  The  following  two  years  he 
tought  French  literature  in  Varenncs  College,  and  then  was  assigned 
to  assist  the  pastor  at  St.  John's,  Quebec,  wliere  he  labored  for  about 
two  years.    lie  was  then  successively  assistant  pastor  in  St.  Paul  and 
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]>.rci:tre?.].  in  1884  was  sent  to  Noril:  Adams,  Berkshire  county.  ]^^]as?a- 
chnsetts.  as  assistant  pastor,  and  in  1S85  was  transferred  to  Ware, 
^lassnchusetc?,  wiierc  he  was  bicateJ  for  alxjut  one  year.  In  1S86  he 
was  given  a  pastorate  at  FiTch1)urg',  ^Fassachusetts,  A\-here  he  org-am'zed 
a  parish,  vhich  today  stands  as  a  nionin-nent  to  his  labor.  After  four 
years'  v.-ork  in  Fitc'hbr.rg-  he  \vent  to  Indian  Orchard,  ^Massachusetts, 
where  he  spent  seven,  years,  during-  v.'hich  time  lie  estabh'shed  schools 
and  a  convent.  He  was  then  transferred  to  Wiiiiamstown,  Massa- 
chusetts, and  after  three  }-ears  in.  that  field  was  appointed  jiastor  of  the 
Notre  Dame  cluirch.  Pittsfield.  ]\Iassachuscits.  assuming;  charge  in 
January.  1901.  this  house  of  v\-or-ship  being-  for  the  French  speaking 
residents  of  Pittsfield.  Since  that  time,  a  period  of  almost  five  }-ears, 
he  has  accomplished  remarkable  achievements.  He  has  purchased  a 
parochial  residence  for  the  pari.sh,  has  purchased  a  parcel  of  land  for 
school  purposes  on  Pearl  street,  wherc'Du  will  be  erected  a  Catholic 
school  for  French  people  about  the  year  1906,  and  has  reduced  the 
church  debt  som.e  .seven  tliousand  dollars.  There  are  about  seventeen 
hundred  attendants  in  three  hundred  and  seventy-fi\;e  families,  all  of 
whom  are  faithful  and  conscienti'-^us  in  the  performance  of  their  duties, 
and  loyal  to  their  church,  and  the  work  done  by  Father  Baudouin  was 
successful.  During  the  past  years  he  has  had  an  assistant  in  the  per- 
son of  the  Rev.  A.  J.  Jacques.  Father  Baudouin  is  greatly  beloved  by 
his  parishioners  for  his  earnestness  and  untiring  labors  in  their  behalf. 

JOHX  5EELEY  ADA^^IS. 
For  nearly  fifty  years  the  late  John  Seeley  Adams  was  closely  iden- 
tified with  the  manufacturing  interests  of  Adams,  and  he  was  one  of 
the  most  prominent  factors  in  developing  the  nat-Lira!  resources  of  that 
locality,  thus  bringing-  it  for^vard  to  the  position  of  importance  it  now 
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occupies  ill  ihe  industrial  v.-orld.  He  came  froni  a  family  of  manufac- 
turers, being  a  son  of  Washington  and  Laura  (Seeley)  Adams,  and  is, 
therefore,  a  represcntarivc  of  two  \ve!l  known  western  ^lassacliusetts 
families. 

Washington  Adams  cairie  from  Great  Barriuglon  to  /Vdams  about 
the  year  tS^:;2  and  engaged  in  the  manufacturing  of  cotton  warp,  as  a 
member  of  the  firiii  of  Adams  &  Seeley,  which  erected  tlie  factory  and 
inaiigurated  the  business  now  condtictcd  tuider  the  style  of  the  ^Vdams 
Brothers  [Manufacturing  Company.  He  was  one  of  the  leading  business 
men  of  Adams  in  his  day,  and  resided  here  for  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  Washington  and  Laura  (Seeley)  Adams  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  namely:  Geo''ge  Washington.  John  Seeley,  j\[ar}-,  Charles, 
Llenry,  Frank  and  Ruth.  Of  tliese  the  only  one  now  living  is  Llenry, 
who  resides  in.  Adams. 

Jolm  Seeley  Adams  was  born  at  Vandeusenville,  in  the  town  of 
Great  Earrington,  February  3.  1S32.  He  attended  school  in  southern 
Berkshire  and  resided  there  until  the  removal  of  his  parents  to  Adams, 
and  as  a  young  man  he  entered  the  employ  of  his  father.  After  the 
death  of  his  father  he  entered  the  firm  which  became  known  as  Adams 
Brothers  and  Company,  the  partners  being  George  W.  and  John  S. 
Adams.  They  produced  large  quantities  of  cotton  warp  of  a  superior 
quality  which  is  extensively  used  in  the  textile  industries,  and  the  high 
standard  of  their  products  were  never  allowed  to  deteriorate,  thus  giv- 
ing them  a  prestige  in  the  market  which  has  been  steadily  maintained  to 
the  present  time.  The  business  expanded  into  such  large  proportions  as 
to  necessitate  the  superseding  of  the  individual  partnership  concern  by 
a  corporation,  which  was  duly  organized  as  the  Adams  Brothers  IManu- 
facturing  Company,  and  John  S.  Adams  eventually  became  its  presi- 
dent, a  pi:>5ilion  he  was  superabundantly  qualified  to  occupy.    He  con- 
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tinned  to  direct  tl:e  attairs  of  tlic.  concern  for  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
and  his  business  career  was  niarlced  by  a  spirit  of  enteri)rise  and  opti- 
mism wdiich  not  only  brought  substantial  prohts  to  his  own  corporation, 
but  proved  exceedingiy  beneficial  to  the  general  business  interests  of  the 
tov/ii.  In  politics  'Mr.  Adams  acted  with  tlie  Rciiublican  party  an.d  for 
two  terms  represented  the  third  Berkshire  district  in  the  lower  branch  of 
the  state  legislature,  serving  v,"ith  ci"edit  lo  himself  and  his  constituency 
upon  several  important  committees.  He  also  served  the  town  of  Adams 
in  various  capacities,  notably  as  Avater  commissioner  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  for  a  period  of  six  years  in  succession  served  as  assessor 
without  pc>litical  opposition.  He  was  prominentl}'  identified  with  the 
Masonic  order,  and  one  of  the  leading  members  of  St.  Mark's  (Protes- 
tant Episcopal)  church,  in  v^hich  latter  he  was  for  many  years  the  senior 
warden:  was  one  of  its  most  liberal  supporters  financially,  and  was  an- 
nually chosen  to  represent  it  in  the  diocesan  convention.  To  the  church 
as  v.-ell  as  to  his  other  trusts  he  gZive  the  benefit  of  liis  superior  business 
ability,  and  his  death,  which  occurred  September  13.  1903,  v/as  regarded 
as  an  irretrievable  loss  to  the  entire  community.  On  November  10,  1857, 
Mr.  Adams  was  joined  in  marriage  with  ^liss  Mar  -  'ving,  daughter 
of  Dr.  King,  a  well  knov\-n  Greek  mii^sionaiy  of  his  <^-i<  Mrs.  Adams  is 
still  living,  as  are  also  their  three  children.,  namely :  jonn  S.,  Edith  S. 
and  Elizabeth. 

John  S.  Adams,  son  of  John  Seeley  and  ]\Iary  (King)  Adams,  is 
a  native  of  .Adams  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  that  tcAvn. 
At  the  conclusion  of  his  studies  he  entered  liis  father's  factory  in  a  sub- 
ordinate capacity  and  acquired  a  complete  knowledge  of  the  business  in 
all  of  its  details.  He  married  ^liss  Frances  E.  Judd.  Their  children 
are :    Arthur  K.  and  Myrtle  Irene. 
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WILLIAM  AUGUSTIN  DALY. 

Willian:  Augusiin  Daly,  of  ritt-iicld,  IMassaclnisetts.  is  an  e>:cel- 
leiit  representative  of  that  class  of  men  who,  born  abroad,  came  to  tlie 
United  States  at  so  earlv  an  ag'c  that,  .while  he  preserved  his  nati(^nal 
characteristics  of  energy,  industry  and  indoniilable  resolution,  his  rear- 
ing vas  distinctively  American,  and  when  he  came  to  enter  upon  his 
hfe's  career  it  was  with  ample  equijiment  ar.d  full  knowledge  of  the  con- 
ditions confronting  him  and  of  the  obstacles  to  be  concjuered  in  th.e 
acliieven.jent  of  success. 

He  v.-as  born  in  Dublin,  Ireland,  in  1833,  son  of  Joseph  A.  and 
Elizabeth  (Kennedy)  Dalv.  The  father  was  a  v\-oolen  weaver,  and  he 
followed  his  calling  in  Dublin,  where  he  married  and  where  his  children 
were  born.  The  vroolen  industry  there  having  suffered  great  depression, 
he  sought  to  improve  his  coiidition  by  removing  v.ith  his  family  to 
Leeds,  England.  Here,  h.owever.  he  also  failed  to  find  sufficient  em- 
ployment and  after  an  ardu'jus  struggle  of  nine  years  he  sailed  for  the 
United  States.  He  brought  v\'ith  him  a  strong  detter  of  recommenda- 
tion testifying  to  his  skill  as  a  workman  and  liis  worth  as  a  inan,  and 
soon  found  employment — Xev/  York  City  was  bus  landing  place.  He 
labc>red  with  a  hearty  will  and  strong  determination,  having  as  his 
stimulus  tlie  hope  of  soon  sending  for  his  family.  In  the  course  of  two 
years  he  was  enabled  to  consummate  his  purpose,  and  in  1844  his  wife 
and  family  of  children  were  again  about  him.  It  was  in  the  days  of 
the  old  fashioned  sailing  vessel,  and  the  little  family  suffered  serious 
discomfort  during  their  long  voyage  of  nearly  two  months,  while  the 
husband  and  father,  knowing  of  the  time  of  their  departure,  was  mean- 
time filled  with  anxiety  lest  some  fearful  disaster  should  overtake  them. 
For  a  short  time  the  family  made  their  home  in  Lel)anon,  New  York, 
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whence  they  removed  to  PiLtsnclcl,  ^Massachusetts.    There   Mr.   Daly  | 

lourid  v.-ork  in  the  Stearns  Woolen  ^.lills,  in  West  rittslield.    Shortly  \ 

afterward  he  took  empioyinent  m  tlic  nhhs  of  L.  Pomer(jy      Sons,  for  \ 

whom  he  worked  for  a  period  of  founecii  years.      Mr.  Daly  then  re-  ; 

moved  to  Canaan,  Connecticut,  wliere  he  engai^'ed  in  wo<:>len  nianufact\n"e         •  [ 

on.  his  own  account.    He  entered  upon  this  madertaking  under  auspi-  i 

clous  circiuT]Sta.nce3,  hut  v/as  soon  doomed  to  bitter  disappointment,  his  \ 

mill  taking  fire  and  burning-  do^^■n,  s^^eeping'  away  all  his  property  and  : 

m.eans.    Tlie  family  then  removed  to  Queensbury,  New  York,  and  here  [ 

Mr.  Daly  died,  in  1862,  lea'.'ing  the  following  children:    John,  born  in  • 

1823,  who  inarried  Xora  O'Brien,  of  Stockbridge,  Massachusetts,,  and  is  ; 

now  deceased;  Jane,  born  in  1825,  who  married  Jarnes  Giennon,  of  \ 

Pittsrield,  and  they  reside  in  Taconic,  Pittsfield;  Joseph,  born  in  1S27,  I 

who  is  deceased,  and  wliose  first  wife  v^^a.--  Alaria  Denney,  and  his  second  \ 

wife  v/as  Eliza  Farreli;  James,  born  1S29,  who  married  Susan  Mc-  \ 

Donough  and  reared  a  large  family;  A\"illiam  A.,  to  be  further  referred  ] 

to;  Eliza,  and  Sarah,  wl:o  never  married  and  live  togetlier  in  Pittsfield.  ; 

William  Augustin  Daly,  of  the  family  before  named,  was  a  lad  of  1 

eleven,  years  when  he  accompanied  his  mollier  to  this  eountry.     He  i 

brought  with  him  all  the  fresh  anticipations  and  buoyant  hopes  of  youth,  J 

and  also  the  energ\-  and  sense  of  responsibility  of  a  man.    He  aided  ' 

his  lather  to  the  utmost  by  his  laijor,  in  order  to  provide  for  the  wants  ;■ 

of  the  numerous  children.    At  the  same  time  he  did  not  lose  sight  of  1 

what  v.'as  needed  for  his  own  advantage  and  his  future  usefulness,  and,  .  ] 
unable  to  avail  himself  of  the  advantages  of  the  day  school,  he  pursued                      ■  J 

his  studies  at  night,  and  acquired  a  good  practical  education,  paying  \ 

particular  attention  to  th')5e  branches  which  he  deemed  as  most  ad-  \ 

vantagecus.    After  the  deatli  of  his  father  he  and  his  brothers  estab-  I 

lished  themselves  m  a  woolen  manufactory  at  Oucensbury,  New  York.  I 
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They  conducted  a  successful  busir.ess  for  a  peri(xl  of  eight  years,  when 
misfortune  vzJxl  tlieni  a  second  visit,  their  mill  being  burned  down,  as  had 
been  one  during  the  lifetime  of  their  fath.er,  then  removed  to  Fair  Ha\-en, 
Vermont,  but  after  a  short  stay  there  in  1S70  William  A.  Daly  returned 
to  Pittsfield,  [Massachusetts,  ^vhc^e  he  entered  the  employ  of  E.  B.  Whit- 
tlescv,  and  subsec^uentiy  became  superin'eridenv  in  the  mill  of  J.  L.  Peck. 
After  a  sojourn  here  of  eight  tnonUis  he  returned  to  the  mills  of  L. 
Pomeroy  iS:  Sons,  to  take  the  oosition  of  overseer  in  the  weaving  room. 
He  acquitted  himself  in  this  capacity  most  usefully  and  creditably  for 
five  years,  then  removing  to  IMiddlefield,  [Massachusetts,  where  he  ac- 
cepted a  similar  position  in  the  mills  of  J.  K.  \\"est  &  Company.  He 
was  so  employed  when  (in  18S0)  he  had  premonitions  of  failing  health, 
and  he  went  south  iti  hope  of  beneficial  results,  remaining  eight  years, 
and  during  a  portion  of  this  time  serving  as  superintender.t  of  a  woolen 
mill  near  Atlanta,  Georgia.  Returning  in  18SS,  he  entered  the  Taconic 
mills  at  Pittsfield,  v.'here  he  remained  for  th.ree  years,  and  for  the  fol- 
lowing seven  years  worked  in  the  Pontoosuc  mills  at  Pittsfield.  In  1902 
he  again  went  south  and  again  entered  the  employ  of  the  same  company 
for  whicli  lie  had  served  more  than  twenty  years  before,  and  with  \vhich 
he  yet  remains.  'SW.  Daly  is  known  as  one  of  the.  most  capable  wuolcu 
manufacturers  in  the  country.  He  has  witnessed  and  participated  in 
every  stage  of  the  development  of  the  woolen  industry  from  its  primitive 
to  the  most  advanced  m^ethods,  and  is  able  to  point  back  to  many  im- 
provements in  processes  as  the  fruits  of  his  ov.'n  labor  and  thought. 
His  life  has  been  one  of  phenomenal  industry,  and  a  census  of  the  labor- 
ers in  his  peculiar  field  would  discover  few  whose  experiences  v.ould 
equal  his  own,  and  none  v.dio  could  surpass  him.  His  personal  traits 
are  such  as  are  befitting"  one  with  so  excellent  a  business  record.  Like 
the  others  of  his  family,  he  has  been  strictly  temperate  through  his  life. 
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and  to  this  fact  he  attributes  in  larg'c  degree  the  success  which  h.e  has 
achieved  and  the  vigor  which  lias  enabled  him  to  continue  in  a  life  of 
unreniittent  effort,  not  unattended  with  disappointments  and  sorrow.  A 
Roman  Cathohc  in  religion,  he  has  always  taken  an  acti\e  interest  in 
the  maintenance  of  St.  Joseph's  church,  Pitt^l'ield,  arid  its  large  and 
varied  benevolences,  wdiile  at  the  same  time  he  is  liberal  in  his  response 
to  the  call  of  th.e  individual  distressed  and  afliicted.  In  politics  'his 
afliliations  are  with  the  Democratic  party. 

In  1857  ^Ir.  Daly  m.arried  IMiss  Mary  Donohue,  daughter  of  James 
and  ^.largaret  (Hughes)  Donohue.  Of  this  marriage  were  born  eight 
children,  of  v.-hom  six  survive:  l.  ^Margaret,  bora  in  1858,  died  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  years.  2.  Augustin  J.,  tH3rn  1S61,  who  is  a  lawyer 
by  profession  and  mayor  of  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  years  1904  to 
'^9^5-  3-  ^Viiliam.  born  in  1863.  died  when  three  and  one-half  years  old. 
4.  Elizabeth,  born  in  1867,  who  is  immarried,  and  makes  her  home 
with  her  brother,  Augvistin  J.,  in  Cambridge.  5.  Jennie,  born  in  1S70, 
^vho  married  John  Rencenhausen.  6.  Frank,  born  in  1872,  who  is  a 
printer,  and  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Gorman  &  Daly,  and  makes  his 
home  with  his  father.  7.  William,  born  in  1876,  wdio  is  an  overseer 
in  the  Taconic  ?^Iills.  8.  Annie,  born  in  1880,  married  Edward  Hall, 
a  contractor  of  Pittsfield. 

The  mother  of  these  children,  a  most  exemplar}^  woman,  and  de- 
voted wife  and  mother,  departed  this  life  in  1898.  The  bereaved  hus- 
band has  never  ceased  to  suffer  under  this  deep  aflliction,  and  it  has  left 
its  impression  ufjon  his  health,  notwithstanding  his  robust  appearance. 
The  parents  have  reared  to  manhood  and  womanh(Xjd  a  noble  family 
of  children,  all  of  wdioni  have  entered  upon  lives  of  usefulness  and  enjoy 
the  esteem  of  a  wide  circle  of  friends. 
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REV.  HOWARD  MURRAY'  Dl-MBELL. 

The  Rev.  Hov/ard  ]\iuiray  Dumbcll,  rector  of  the  Proiestant  Epis- 
copal Church  of  St.  James,  at  Great  Barrhigton,  Berkshire  cxmty,  ]\!as- 
sachnsetts.  conies-  of  an  excellent  Enc;lish  stock,  and  members  of  the  fam- 
ily Li.re  borne  upon  the  titled  rolls  of  Great  Britain.  His  paternal  uncle. 
Sir  .-Mired  Duinbell,  v/as  high  baililt  (or  cliief  magistrate)  of  Ramsey, 
Isle-of-^I.an,  deemster,  and  clerk  of  the  rolls.  He  was  knighted  by 
Oi'ccn  \"ictoria  shorrly  before  the  death  of  that  most  excellent  sovereign. 
A  paternal  aunt  of  ^.Ir.  Dum.bell  is  Lady  Cuyler. 

HoAvard  ^Murray  Dumbell  was  born  December-  12.  1S64.  in  Liver- 
pool, England,  son  of  George  \\'illiam  and  Georgiana  ]\Iary  (  Cox)  Dum- 
bell. The  father,  born  November  6,  1832,  son  of  George  William  Dum- 
bell, banker,  of  Douglas,  v/as  educated  at  the  Rugby  school  (sO'  well 
known  to*  American  readers  through  '"Tom  BroAvn's  School  Days"), 
by  Hon.  Tliomas  Hughes.  i^.L  P.,  and  at  the  Lhhversity  of  Camiiiridge. 
He  v.-as  secretary  of  the  Hull  Deck  Comoany.  in  Hull,  England,  for  ten 
years,  and  held  a  commission  as  captain  in  the  First  East  York  Rifles. 
He  Ciime  to  the  L'nited  States  in  Xovember,  1876,  and  settled  in  Texas, 
where  he  acquired  a  large  ranch  near  the  ^Mexican  frontier.  He  was 
brought  up  in  the  Church  of  England,  and  in  187S  receix  ed  priest's  orders 
ill  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church.  He  l^uilt  two  church  edifices  in 
Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  remodeled  one  in  Jackson,  in  the  same  state, 
and  built  a  church  in  Sherbrooke,  Qtiebec.  His  wife,  Georgiana  Mary 
Cox.  was  a  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Austin  Cox,  one  of  the  Puisne  judges 
of  British  Honduras. 

Their  son.  Howard  Murray  Dun-.be!I.  received  his  early  instruction 
under  a  governess  and  tutors  in  England,  and  further  pursued  his  educa- 
tion under  tutors  in  his  home  on  the  Texas  frontier.    He  entered  the 
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Ciiivcr^ity  of  the  Soiuh.  at  Sewaiice.  Tennessee,  and  made  his  theolog- 
ical studies  in  the  Theologiea!  Sentinarv  of  the  same  institution.  As  a 
young"  man  he  entered  the  service  of  tlie  Gulf,  Colorado  &  Santa  Fe 
Railway  Conijany,  at  hcadquariers,  Oscar  G.  ixlurray,  Ivsq.,  general 
freight  agent,  now  president  of  that  corporation.  He  also  aided  in  run- 
itin.g  tlie  line  ever  the  International  and  Great  Xorthern  Railway  from 
San  Antonio,  Texas  (the  first  line  in  Texas  to  tise  the  steel  rails),  to 
Laredo.  Mexico.  In  iSgi  Mr.  Duinheil  was  ordained  to  the  priest- 
hood of  the  Protestant  Epi.-copal  church,  and  at  once  entered  upxm  a 
career  of  great  usefulness.  He  was  dean  of  the  Catliedral  of  Tennessee 
from  January.  1S93,  until  Fehruaiw,  1S95.  I"  }'^''^'  was  called 
to  the  rectorship  of  St.  Paurs  church  in  Brooklyn,  New  York  city.  He 
served  with  this  church  until  Christmas  day,  1S9Q,  when  he  accepted  a 
c'A\  to  the  rectorsliip  of  St.  James'  church  at  Great  Barrington,  ^Nlassa- 
chuseits,  and  has  sir.ce  that  time  de^•oted  his  energies  to  the  interests  of 
his  parish.  Inheriting  the  best  traditions  of  the  historic  old  church  of 
time-hallowed  memories,  and  familiar  with  its  practice  and  tisages 
through  his  early  associations  in  a  section  v/here  it  flourished  without 
contamination,  he  came  to  his  service  as  a  clergyman  with  deep-rooted 
principles  as  well  as  an  admirable  mental  ecjuipment.  He  has  endeared 
himself  to  his  people  perhaps  more  closely  than  had  he  been  "  Native 
here  and  to  the  manner  borti,'"  though  it  is  to  be  said  is  a  thorough 
American  by  free  choice  and  out  of  an  ardent  appreciation  of  American 
institutions  and  opportunities  for  usefulness.  He  became  a  naturalized 
citizen  shortly  after  coming  to  Great  Ijarrington.  It  is  worthy  of  re- 
mark that  under  the  Rev.  Dumbell's  efficient  rectorship  St.  James  parish 
has  materially  increased  its  membership,  property  interests  and  service 
attendance,  particularly  the  last  named,  having  developed  a  fwwer  for 
good  in  the  community  that  cannot  be  overestimated.    He  has  allied 
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himself  with  no  political  orgauizauoii.  l;uL  inclines  tuuanl  Repnblican- 
i^nl.  His  energetic  services  as  tirst  prcsiclcnt  of  the  hoard  oi  trade  at- 
tested his  interest  in  U.ical  affairs.  He  is  a  nieinl.)er  and  cliaplain  of 
Cincinn.atus  Lodge  of  I'rec  and  Accepted  Masons. 

.  Mr.  Du.nileil  married.  April  8.  1890.  Miss  Anna  I'attison  Sherrod, 
daughter  of  Dr.  Jolm  I.  Sherrorl.  who  was  a  veteran  of  the  groat  ci\-il 
war.  and  niece  of  the  Hon.  .Henry  Sherrod,  who  was  United  States 
seriator  from  Tennessee.'  Mrs.  Dnmbell  is  a  gradnate  of  'ri[)tiin  Female 
Seminary  at  Covington,  near  ^Memphis.  Tennessee.  The  children  of 
the  Rev.  Hov.-ard  :\Iurray  and  Anna  Pattison  (Sherrod)  lJumliell  are  : 
Howard  Murray  Dumhell.  born  in  Memphis.  Tennessee,  julv  3,  189 1  ; 
George  William  Dumbell,  bom  in  Memphis,  Tennessee.  September  5. 
1893:  Eric  Sherrod  Dumbell,  b- .rn  in  New  York  City,  ]\[arch  4,  1896; 
^•Edid;  Durnbell,  born  in  Grea*.  .P-arringlon,  April  ly,  1903. 


CHARLES  GIDDLXGS. 

A  prominent  memlxr  of  the  legal  profession  of  Berkshire  county  is 
Charles  Giddings.  of  Great  Barrington.  ^Ir.  Giddings  is  a  representa- 
tive of  an  old  Xew  England  family,  tracing  his  descent  from  George 
Giddings,  who  came  from  England  about  1700  and  settled  in  the  eastern 
part  of  Z\rassachusetis.  His  descendants  i)articipated  in  the  colonial 
wars. 

Edward  J.  Giddings  was  a  minister  of  the  Congregational  church 
and  filled  pastorates  at  different  places  in  [Massachusetts.  He  married 
Rebecca  J.  Fuller,  a  lineal  descendant  of  Dr.  Fuller  of  the  "  ]\Lay- 
flower  "  company.  Of  the  five  children  born  to  them  four  are  now 
living:  Franklin  H.,  a  member  of  th.e  faculty  of  Columbia  College,  oc- 
cupying the  chair  of  Sociology;  Edward  F..  a  la\\_\er  in  Xew  York; 
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Carrie  L..  of- Chicago;  and  Charles,  inciuii )iie(i  :u  lenpih  b.ercinafter. 
Some  tiine  l^el'-'^re  hi?  det'.th.  Mr.  Gi'ldings  reurcul  from  the  acti\  c  w  orK- 
of  th.e  niini.stry.  and  closed  hi'^  life  of  un(istentatious  usefulness  April 
15.  iQO-|.  at  Boston,  while  visiting-  his  son  Charles,  then  a  member  of 
ihe  IcK'sl-ture. 

Charles  Giddiing-s.  son  of  Edwa.rd  J.  and  Rebecca  J.  (Fuller)  Gid- 
dings.  v.-as  Ix^^rn  ^lay  10,  1867.  at  Ildusatonic,  Berkshire  county,  -where 
he  received  his  preparatory  education  in  tlie  Great  P'larrington  high 
school,  and  aftenvard  entered.  \\"illiams  Colleg'e.  class  of  "89.  He  was 
prepared  for  his  clii^'<en  jjrofes^ion  in  the  law  department  of  Xew  York- 
University,  from  which  he  recei\-ed  his  degree  in  1891.  and  in  1893  was 
admitted  to  th.e  bar.  January  i.  i8cj:;.  lie  entered  upon  the  acti\-e  prac- 
tice of  bis  profession.  Mr.  Gidding's  has  always  takeri  a  leading  part 
in ''public  affairs  and  is  well  arnl  fa\  i  irablv  kno\v  n  as  a  political  speaker. 
In  1892  he  was  actively  engaged  in  the  CIe\-eland  campaign.  He  has 
acted  as  moderator  at  town  meetings,  and  served  as  delegate  to  Demo- 
cratic state  con^■enti<'lns.  Tn  the  autumn  of  1893  he  \vas  elected  to  the 
Icg'i.slature.  and  again  iri  1902  was  elected  to  the  legislature  and  also  in 
1903.  Tn  the  latter  named  year  he  served  on  the  judiciary  committee, 
and  in  1904  on  that  committee  and  also  on  the  c^mnu'tlee  on  rules.  He 
wzls  his  party's  nominee  for  congress  in  ihe  first  congressional  di'r^trict 
of  Massachusetts.  1904.  Xotwith-tanding  the  constant  pressure  of 
i^rgcnt  professional  and  p-i'litical  demands  ^Ir.  Giddings  takes  an  active 
interest  in  local  affairs,  and  is  chairman  of  the  school  committee  of 
Great  Barrington.  It  was  rvlr.  Gidflings'  vigorous  work  as  a  member 
of  the  legislature  in  the  face  of  equally  vigorous  opposition  that  led  to 
the  removal  frotn  the  heart  of  the  village  of  Tbousatonic  its  progress 
blocking  relic  of  a  former  day.  tlie  ancient  Ijurying  ground.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  order,  and  the  college  Greek  letter  societies. 
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He  attends  tlie  CoiigTOgational  cliurcli.  3.1r.  Giddings  married,  Sep- 
tember 20,  1899,  Editii  da;ig-!itcr  of  the  late  Theodore  G.  Ramsdell, 
of  Housatonic.  and  tiiey  are  the  parcitis  or  two  children:  iNFary  R.  and 
Janet  F.  Joshua  R.  Gidding-s,  tlie  noted  Ohio  abolitionist,  was  a  col- 
lateral C'-'nnection  of  tbic  family  of  which  Mr.  Giddings  is  a  represent- 
ative. 

RE\'.  THOaIAS  H.  :McLAUGHL1N. 

It  is  reasonable  to  infer  that  there  were  Catholic  people  residing  in 
Adams  prior  to  the  year  1S40,  as  mention  is  made  of  a  consideraljle 
number  of  Irish  familic-  having-  established  themselves  in  North  Adams 
as  early  as  1825,  ^md  some  of  them  no  doubt  found  homes  within  the 
precincts  of  th.e  present  town  of  Adams.  The  fir>t  Roman  Catholic 
reh'gions  ser\-ice  in  Adams,  of  which  tliere  is  any  record,  was  held  in 
the  dwelling-  house  of  Michael  Gladden,  where  the  Rev.  Bernard  Cav- 
anagh,  tlien  pastor  of  the  Pittsfield  parish,  celebrated  mass  in  1845. 
On  various  occasions  afterwards,  as  oppoirtunity  permitted,  the  same 
clerg\-man  continued  to  keep  alive  the  religious  spirit  among  the  Cath- 
olics by  celebratin.g  mass  in  a  house  located  on  the  mill  grounds  tmtil 
a  small  hall  on  Z^Iain  street  was  secured  for  this  purpose.  During  tlie 
rectorship  of  Father  Cudrlihy  and  that  of  his  successor,  Father  Purcell, 
the  mission  v.-as  fostered  by  these  zealous  Pittsfield  priests,  who  gave 
to  it  as  much  time  as  could  be  spared  ir<jm  their  regular  duties,  which 
in  those  early  days  were  e>:ceedingly  arduous.  In  1S63  the  Rev.  Father 
Charles  Lynch  was  appointed  pastor  at  North  Adams,  and  that  clerg-\-- 
man  was  able  thereafter  to  give  Adams  more  attention.  This  fact  he 
soon  manifested  by  purchasing  the  old  Cimgregational  meeting  house, 
which  he  removed  to  a  lot  on  Park  street  and  remodeled  into  an  edifice 
suitable  for  Roman  Catholic  worship.    On  September  12,  1875,  Adams 
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was  raised  from  a  niissi._^n  to  tlie  dignity  of  a  {X'.ri-h,  \\!iicli  became 
kno\vn  as  tlut  of  St.  Thomas,  and  the  Rev.  F.  F.  ^^IcCourt  \\as  ap- 
pointed its  first  rector.  Father  3.[cCV)urt  purcltascd  for  the  sum  of  six- 
teen thotisand  dollars  tlie  kind  -'in  ^vh.ich  tlie  church  and  rectory  now 
stand,  an.d  he  continued  to  lal)or  in  tlic  interests  of  the  parish  diligently 
and  along  progressive  lines  for  the  rcniain.der  of  his  life.  FTe  died  in 
Janv.ar}.-.  1880.  deeply  regretted  by  his  parishioners,  and  in  Fehruarv, 
18S1.  -was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Dennis  C.  rvl'oran.  For  some  years 
the  eld  church  had  been  inadecjuate  to  the  needs  of  the  parish,  and 
Father  rNioran  continued  the-  work  of  his  predecessor  leading  to  the 
erection  of  a  larger  church  edifice,  the  corner  stone  of  which  was  laid 
by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Beaven,  of  the  Springfield  diocese,  jMay  17, 
1896,  and  the  building,  sufficien.tly  advanced  in  construction  for  ptu'- 
poses  of  Avorship.  ■  was  dedicat&d  with  appropriate  ceremonies  by  the 
same  prelate.  IMay  9,  1S97. 

Rev  Father  Dennis  C.  INIoran.  avIio  labored  so  earnestlv  and-success- 
fully  in  behalf  of  St.  Thomas'  church,  was  born  in  Lultaney,  parish  of 
Carrigan.  coitnty  Kilkenny.  Ireland.  July  11,  ]84T.  His  education, 
which  v.-as  begun  under  the  direction  of  the  Giristian  Brothers,  was  con- 
tinued at  St.  John's  College.  Waterf^rd.  from  \\-hence  he  came  the 
Un.ited  States  and  resun-ied  his  studies  at  Holy  Cross  College,  Worcester, 
^fassachusetts.  in  1863.  He  studied  theology-  at  St.  Sulpice,  Pari=,  for 
two  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  he  entered  St.  Patriclc's  Col- 
lege. Carlow.  Ireland,  where  his  theological  preparations  were  com- 
pleted, and  he  was  ordained  to  the  priesthood  there  for  the  Boston  dio- 
cese. November  5,  1865.  Returning  to  America  he  was  in  April.  1866, 
assigned  to  duty  as  curate  under  his  tmcle.  Rev.  William  ]\Ioran.  then 
rector  at  Ware,  this  state,  and  five  months  later  was  transferred  to 
Lowell.    In  ^day,  1868,  he  began  the  dutie-^  of  his  first  pastorate,  that 
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of  U-\bri(.'.ge,  Massachusetts,  ulicrc  he  rciiiained  iituil  sclccit'cl  to  cirgan- 
izt  t'tc  parish  at  ^\"i^cht:n(!(3n.  tliis  state,  July  31,  1871,  and  he  ciMilinued 
his  iahors  there  until  appointed  to  the  rectoraie  of  St.  Thomas"  church. 
Adams.  His  labors  in  tliat  tuwn  (Uu"ing  thic  succee(h"!ig  nineteen  years 
arc  lullv  attested  l.)y  the  importance  acquired  hv  the  pans.,  under  In's 
charge,  and  the  successful  cuhuination  uf  its  Innlding  operations,  and  his 
passing' av.-ay.  which  occurred  on  Sunday  morning,  July  23.  1899.  as  the 
result  ot  a  lingering  iilness  brought  on  by  long  contiiuied  i_>ver\vork.  not 
only  saddened  the  heart.s  of  hi>  devoted  parishioners,  but  was  regarded 
hv  all  classes,  irrespective  of  race  or  creed,  as  a  severe  loss  to  the  entire 
cuinniunity. 

Rev.  Thontas  H.  McLaughlin,  present  rector  of  St.  Thomas'  church, 
was  born  Januan,"  i.  1861.  in  Clinton.  Massachusetts,  which  has  fur- 
nished the  R'.Tnan  Catholic  chrirch  with  so  many  able  and  energetic 
clerg'ynien.  His  parents.  Patrick  J.  and  Honorah  T.  (  Kittritlge')  Mc- 
Laughlin, were  natives  of  county  Mayo.  L'eland,  who  sought  a  new 
home  in  the  United  States,  where  labor  recei^■ed  a  more  ai.lequate  re- 
muneration, and  they  were  worth.y.  industri<ius  people,  whr),  in  spite  of 
their  arduous  toil,  de\X'ted  much,  time  t(j  the  m'jral  ti'aining  of  their  chil- 
dren. Patrick  J.  Mcl_^ughlin  died  October  29.  1904.  surviving'  his 
wife,  whose  death. occurred  Jul}'  31.  1897.  Their  son  Thomas  was  edu- 
cated preliminarily  in  th.e  Clinton  public  schools,  and  having  decided  at 
an  early  age  to  devote  hi.^  life  to  the  service  of  the  ch.urch,  he  began  his 
preparations  at  the  Otta-^va  (Canada)  College,  from  which  he  entered 
Boston  College,  where  he  took  his  bachelor's  degree  with  the  class  of 
1882.  Two  years  later  11884)  he  received  trie  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Theology  at  the  Catholic  Theological  Seminary  in  Montreal.  On  De- 
cember 19.  18S5,  he  was  ordiained  to  the  priesthood  in  Springfield,  this 
state,  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  P.  J.  OTviely.  then  bishup  of  that  diocese,  who  was 
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tlie  oiticiaLiug  priest  at -his  baptism,  :\.nc\  as  a  l.iislhjp  had  conlu'nicd  hirn 
when  a  boy.  That  prelate  certainlv  performed  h.is  duty  toward  him, 
spiriiually  speaking^,  and  it  may  be  added  that  in  America,  at  least,  it 
seldom  falls  to  tlie  lot  of  a  clergyman  to  olTicia.te  at  sv)  many  religious 
j-ite-^  extended  to  one  whom  he  had  been  called  upon  to  recei\-c  into  the 
church  at  the  baptismal  font.  On  January  5,  1886.  he  wris  appointed 
assistan.t  rector  of  St.  Josepli's  churcli,  Pittsheld.  in  whicli  capacity  he 
cor.tinn.ed  to  labor  zealouslv  and  without  interruption  fur  a  period  of 
eleven  years,  endearing  himself  t(j  the  pan'iihioncrs  not  only  as  their 
spiritual  D.>unselor_.  but  also  for  his  kin.tUv  interest  in  their  e\ery-day 
life,  whicli  has  ever  since  been  one  of  tlie  chief  characteristics  of  his 
professional  labors.  In  1897  Father  ]\[cLaughlin  went  to  Hunting- 
ton. Massachusetts,  as  rector  of  St.  Thomas'  church,  v.iiere  he  remained 
for  two  years  and  eight  months  or  until  called  to  the  rectorship  of  St. 
Thomas'  Parish,  Adams,  August  27.  1899.  Uo  succeed  the  lamented 
Fath.er  Moran.  His  six  years  of  ministerial  work  in  this  town  liave 
been  productive  of  so  much  visible  beneht  to  the  parish,  both  indnadually 
and  as  a  whole,  as  to  cause  the  hope  that  his  rectorship  may  cintinue 
for  many  years  to  come,  and  w  ith  a  i)riesr  of  his  superabundant  quali- 
fications at  its  head  it  may  be  expected  to  still  further  increase  in  im- 
portance and  usefulness. 

The  present  St.  Thomas'  church  edifice  is  of  Gothic  architectiu'e 
somewhat  modified,  and  was  built  according  to  plans  furnished  by  James 
IMurphy.  an  architect  of  Providence.  Rhode  Island.  It  is  of  b.rick  with 
v/hite  stone  trimmings;  is  135  feet  long  and  61  feet  wide;  the  main  por- 
tion is  75  feet  high  and  tlie  main  tcnver  from  the  sidewalk  to  the 
cross  on  the  top  measures  130  feet.  Its  surroundings  are  exceedingly 
attractive  and  the  rectory  occujjies  one  of  the  most  picturesque  sites  in 
this  locality.    The  basement,  wherein  the  parishioners  are  now  wor- 
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shipping,  seats  seven  hundred  raid  forty,  but  the  upper  portiou,  or  church 
proper  wh.en  corapleted  will  ha\'e  a  seating'  capacity  of  nine  hundred 
and  fiity.  The  parish  contains  nineteen  luindred  souls,  and  the  average 
attendance  at  Sunday  school  is  two  huaidred  and  eighty.  Connected 
Vx'itli  it  is  the  Holy  Xanic  Society,  having  a  membership  of  one  hundred 
and  seventy-five:  llie  League  of  the  Sacred  Heart  with  six  hundred  and 
sixtv-nve  members;  and  the  Rosary  Society.  There  is  also  connecied 
with  it  a  m.ission  chapel  in  Cheshire  known  as  the  CTiurch  of  St.  Mary 
of  the  Assum.ption,  which  was  dedicated  August  8,  1S79,  under  the 
pastorate  of  Father  ■\IcConrt. 

Father  McLatighlin  is  considered  one  of  the  best  church  financiers 
in  the  diocese.  \\'hcn  he  took  charge  of  St.  Thomas'  parish  tliere  was 
a  debt  upon  the  church  property  amounting  to  fifty -one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  twenty-one  dolkirs,  which  he  has  entirely  cancelled  and 
there  is  now  f.ve  thousaiid  dollars  in  the  trcasur)-.  He  is  stale  chaplain 
of  the  Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians,  and  dci)uty  grand  knight  of  the 
Catholic  Order  of  Foresters,  of  Berkshire  county. 

TITUS  F.  EDDY. 

Since  1S75  the  gentleman  v.'hose  name  introduces  this  article  has 
been  a  summer  resident  of  Pittsfield,  one  of  that  interesting  and  con- 
stantly increiising  group  of  summer  home  builders  in  the  Berkshires — 
the  Xew  York  city  contingent. 

Z\Ir.  Eddy  v/as  born  November  2,  1834,  in  Troy,  New  York,  son  of 
Titus  Eddy,  a  native  of  Vermont  and  descended  frotn  early  English 
settlers  of  Rliode  Island.  ]Mr.  Eddy  v/as  engaged  in  the  white  lead  busi- 
ness in  Nev/  York  and  is  now  retired.  Flis  New  York  residence  is  No. 
13  East  Forty-sevetith  street. 
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He  married  I\iar\-.  daughter  of  the  iale  David  L.  Seymour,  a  lead- 
ing lawyer  of  Tro\',  and  of  the  historic  Sc}-uiour  family  of  Connecticut 
and  Xew  Yoriv',  whose  ancestors  were  English  colonial  settlers  of  New 
England.  The  parish.  houiC,  St.  Luke's,  at  Lanesboro,  near  I'ittsfield, 
a  memorial  to  th.e  late  ?\lrs.  Maria  L.  Seymour,  mother  of  ^.Irs.  Titus  E. 
Eddy,  was  the  gift  of  I\Ir.  and  iMrs.  Eddy. 

CLIFFORD  SAMCEL  CHAPLX,  D. 

Among  the  younger  members  of  the  medical  profei.sicin  in  li^erk- 
shire  county  vchosc  successful  practice  has  demonstrated  especial  htness 
and  equipment  therefor.  Clifford  Samuel  Chapin,  of  Great  Barrington, 
may  be  appropriately  numljered.  Fie  is  descended  in  both  paternal  and 
maternal  lines  from  early  English  colonial  settlers.  The  founder  of  the 
Ciiapin  family  in  America, 

Deacon  Sanniel  W.  Chapin,  landed  in  Bo.-?Lun  in  1637.  and  was  Oise 
of  the  founders  of  Springfield,  ^Massachusetts.    Of  his  descendants, 

Caleb  Chapin  was  a  captain  in  the  French  and  Indian  war,  and  his 

son 

Caleb  Chapin  (2j  had  the  same  rank  in  the  Fatriijt  army  during  the 
Revolutionary  v/ar. 

Cunis  Chapin,  grandson  of  Caleb  Chapin  (2),  was  a  prosperous 
farmer  and  leading  citizen  of  Bernardston.  ^lassachusetts.  Fie  married 
Jeannette,  daughter  of  John  Xelson.  also  prciminent  in  business  and  social 
circles  »jf  Bernardston.  and  who  held  numerous  local  offices.  Curtis 
Chapin  died  ^larch  28.  1875.    Of  his  children. 

Clifford  Samuel  Chapin.  born  January  25,  1873,  Bernardston. 
attended  the  public  schools  and  Powers'  Institute,  Bernardston,  and  W'il- 
liston  Seminary.  Easthampton.     For  three  years  thereafter  lie  taught 
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school,  and  during  tliis  period  look  up  the  study  of  medicine,  detcrniining 
upon  the  adoption  of  that  profession  as  his  hfe  \vork.  ?Ie  was  grackt- 
ated  from  Bcllevue  H>;>spital  ^Medical  CoUegc,  Xcw  ^'ork  city,  in  1896. 
and  two-  years  Later  cstabhshed  ottices  at  Clreat  Barrington,  where  he 
has  won  recognitii'n  as  a  capaljle  and  conscientious  physician,  and  is  in 
the  enjoynient  of  a  kicrative  practice. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Berkskrire  Medical  Societ}-,  the  Massachuselt- 
^ledical  Association,  and  the  American  ^ledical  Association;  of  t!ie  Aki- 
sonic  fraternity,  Berksliire  Automobile  Club).  Sons  of  the  American  Re\'- 
olution.  and  Chapin  Fainily  Association  of  America. 

He  married,  June  29,  1S99.  Mary  Redficld  Wright,  dauglitcr  of 
William  Wright.  Two  son.s  born  of  this  marriage  are  Curtis  \V.  an<l 
Cliftord  S.  Chapin.  ^Irs.  Dr.  Cliapin  is  lineally  descended  frum  John  and 
Priscilla  Alden..  the  stnrv  of  who^e  courtship  has  been  immortalized  by 
LongfelloAv. 

C  O  X  S  T  A  X  T  .S  O  i:  T  id  \\  ■  O  R '  1  kL 
One  of  the  honored  citizens  of  Berksliire  county  whose  names 
belong  to  the  past  was  Constant  Southworth.  who  was  for  more  than 
half  a  century  a  resident  of  Great  Barrington.  The  S'juthworth  family 
is  a  celebrated  one  in  the  annals  of  X'ew  England.  The  founder  was 
Mrs.  Alice  (Carpenter j  Southwr)rth.  who  came  with  hei"  children  to 
the  Plymouth  colony  in  the  early  years  of  its  history.  Before  her  mar- 
riage one  of  her  suitors  had  been  William  Bradford,  afterward  gov- 
ernor of  the  Plymouth  colony,  and  everything  seemed  to  point  to  a 
favorable  termination  of  the  courtsliip.  Separated  by  the  force  of  cir- 
cumstances, Alice  Carpenter  became  the  wife  of  Edward  Southworth. 
of  L<jndon.  England,  atid  their  marriage  was  consummated  in  Leyden, 
Holland,  in  May,  1613.    Wilham  Bradford,  having  also  married,  sailed 
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with  his  w  ife  in  tiie  "  Ma}  lluwer."  Losing  his  w  ife  by  death,  shortly 
after  their  arrival  in  ^[assachusetts.  and  hearing  tliat  }^Ir^.  Suiithw  ortli 
had  become  a  \vido\v,  he  requested  her  to  join  hini.  and  she  arri\.-ed  at 
Plvniouth  on  the  ship  "Anne"  about  Augaist  i,  16J3.  Her  marriage 
to  Governor  Bradford.  August  14.  1623,  was  the  beginning  of  a  lung 
and  happy  union.  Her  descend:mts  were  prominently  identified  with 
the  subsequent  history  of  the  colonies. 

Constant  Southwortli, .  sou  of  Constant  and  Statira  (Adams) 
Southworth.  was  born  in  1S02,  in  Berlin,  Connecticut.  Frtim  child- 
hood he  lived  in  Berkshire  county,  and  subsequent  to  1825  made  his 
home  in  Great  Barrington,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  lire, 
dying  Xovernber  14,  1S76.  He  was  a  public-spirited  citizen,  taking  a 
keen  interest  in  all  township  and  county  affairs,  and  gi\'!ng  his  intlu- 
ence  always  on  the  side  which  appeared  to  him  to  be  that  of  right  and 
justice.  To  all  projects  which  in  his  judgment  had  a  tendency  to 
promote  the  welfare  of  tlie  communit\-,  he  gave  his  hearty  support 
and  concurrence.  In  the  spliere  of  politics  his  influence  Wds  stiongly 
felt,  and  invariably  in  a  way  \vhich  made  for  tlie  general  good.  He 
belonged  to  the  }kIasonic  fraternity,  in  the  affairs  of  which  he  took  a 
prominent  part,  and  was  an  active  member  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
church,  holding  the  offices  of  warden  and  vestryman. 

Mr.  Southworth  nnarried  Juliette  Maria,  daughter  of  Captain  Eber 
Yale,  of  a  very  old  Xew  England  family.  Captain  Thomas  Yale  lost 
his  life  at  Louisville,  Prince  Edward's  Island,  during  the  colonial  wars. 
Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Southworth  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  two  of 
whom  are  living,  a  son  and  a  daughter.  The  son,  John  H.,  is  a  rail- 
road engineer,  residing  in  Xew  Haven.  The  daughter,  Grace  Elliott, 
became  the  wife  of  James  K.  Parker,  a  member  of  a  X'ew  York  fanfily 
of  Enghih  origin  and  ancient  pedigree.    Of  the  fi\e  children  born  to 
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jNIr.  and  ^Irs.  Parker  three  are  no\v  living::  James  Soutiiworth,  of 
Salen;,  Xew  York,  who  is  a  member  of  the  k'g'isUiture;  Const;uice  Ehza- 
beih,  who  is  the  wife  of  Benjamin  D.  Ticknor,  \A  Great  Barringtou; 
and  Ed\vard  Constant  Southworth  Parker,  who  is  an  ensign  in  the 
navv.  second  in  cninmand  of  the  "  Chaunrey."  when  in  Cliinese  waters 
dm"ing  the  Japanese-Russian  war.  He  is  an  active  memlier  of  the 
Protestant  Episco|>al  church.  Ilie  deceased  chaldren  of  James  K.  and 
Grace  Elhott  (Soutlnvorth)  Parker  were:  Charles  and  Carolyn  Yale 
Parker. 

The  death,  erf  Mr.  South woirth,  which  occurred  in  1876,  Mhen  he 
had  reached  the  age  of  seventy-four,  v,  as  mourned  by  all  classes  of  the 
comnumity  in  which  he  had  so  long"  resided.  ^  It  was  felt  that  both  the 
tovrn  and  the  county  had  lost  one  whose  life  had  been  an  example, 
the  mcm:0:"v  of  wliich  v.-ouid  be  an  inspir-'ition  to  tliose  coming"  after 
him.  !Mrs.  Southworth,  who  was  a  woman  universally  beloved,  sur- 
vived her  husband  a  number  of  years,  passing  away  in  1892. 


THOMAS  P.  Vv  ELCH. 

The  genial  and  jxjpular  proprietor  of  the  Greylock  hotel,  Adams, 
is  a  native  of  P»erkshire  county  and  was  born  in  the  town  of  Chesliire, 
August  2.  1S60.  His  parents  were  the  late  Patrick  and  Charlotte 
(Ryan)  Welch,  who  were  nati\e3  of  county  Tipperary,  Ireland,  and 
emigrated  to  tlie  United  States  at  an  early  age.  Srion  after  their  an  ival 
they  came  to  Berkshire  county,  where  they  resided  for  the  remainder 
of  their  lives,  and  died  in  Gieshire,  which  had  been  their  home  for  many 
years.  Patrick  \V'elch  was  a  tanner  by  trade  and  followed  that  useful 
calling  industriously  during  his  acti\e  life.  His  wife.  Charlotte  (R}-an) 
\VeIch,  became  the  mother  of  seven  children,  namely:    Ricliard.  who  is 
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residing'  in  Adams;  Alice,  who  died  h\  clrildlivKjd ;  Jniiies,  alsn  deceased: 
Thomas  ]'..  the  principal  subject  of  tlu's  sketch  ;  Klleu,  who  is  wjw  tlie 
vritV  01  Txi^artin  McShch.an :  Mary,  the  wife  of  jolin  Ford;  and  l-'rank 
\\'fcich.  v.liose  heroic  dealii  v/hile  endeavoring-  to  sa^•e  property  at  a  fire 
in  Clieshire  some  ten  years  ago  is  v."ell  remenii;ered  by  residents  of  that 
town.  Thomas  P.  Welch  was  edncatcd  in  the  Cheshire  puhlic  schools. 
During  the  early  years  of  his  active  life  he  was  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  in  his  native  town,  but  life  upon  a  farm  was  far  too  sluggish  for 
a  youn.g  man  endowed  with  an  earnest  desire  for  a  more  rapid  adx'ance- 
ment.  and  he  accordingly  utilized  his  inherent  resources  for  the  pur- 
pose of  adoptip.g'  a  more  congenial  calling.  In  1883  he  opened  a  cafe 
in  Adams,  which  was  a  successful  veriinre  from  the  start,  made  so  in 
no-  small  measure  by  his  genial  natiu'e  and  open-lianded  hospitality,  and 
he  imm.ediately  acquired  a  wide  spread  popularity  as  a  public  caterer  in 
the  way  of  refreshments.  That  establishment,  although  profitable  and 
congenial  to  him,  proved  entirely  inadequate  to  conform  to  his  advanced 
ideas  of  business  expansion,  and  when  a  favorable  opportunity  pre- 
sented itself  he  donned  the  habiliments  of  a  full-fledged  boniface,  be- 
coming in  1895  proprietiir  of  the  Ho'jsac  \"aliey  House,  Cheshire, 
which  is  now  known  as  the  Cheshire  Inn.  lie  next  acqtiired  posses- 
sion of  the  Adams  House,  Adams,  which  he  conducted  successfully  for 
a  tew  years  or  until  i(;oi.  when  he  purchased  his  present  hotel  prop- 
erty in  that  town.  Under  his  able  management  the  C.reylock  Tlotcl  has 
obtained  a  high  reputation  with  the  traveling  public  for  its  open  hospi- 
tality and  genuine  crood  cheer,  and  one  of  its  most  prominent  features 
is  the  genial  landlord  hin-!self.  whose  pleasant  manner  of  greeting  his 
guests  and  kindly  interest  in  providing  for  tlieir  comfort  are  heartily 
appreciated  by  the  numerous  comm.ercial  tourists  and  f  ither  travelers  w  ho 
make  the  Cireylock  their  headquarters  during  their  sojourn  in  Adams. 
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Aside  from  liis  popularity  as  a  hr^tel  man  Mv.  Welch  is  a  general  ta\or- 
ite  in  social  and  fraicrnal  circles.  He  is  a.n  actixe  meniber  of  tlie 
Benevolent  and  rr.)iecti\-e  Order  of  Elks,  the  .\ncient  Order  of  Hiber- 
nians, llic  Rnl^ert  Enimet  Benevcd.ent  -\ssnciati<^n.  Alert  Hose  Com- 
pany ('volur.teer  firemenV  andi  the  Veteran  Fire  Company  of  Pitts- 
field.  Thong-h  nc)t  an  aspirant  for  public  ofhce  he  takes  a  cciU'^picuous 
part  in  the  councils  of  tlic  \oc?A  Democratic  party  organization,  has  1;een 
a  member  of  tlie  state  committee  and.  a  rlelegate  to  state  conventirms, 
also  deleg-ate  to  national  Democratic  convention  at  St.  Louis,  IQ04. 

On  July  26.  1S82,  ^[r.  Welch  was  m.iited  in  marriage  b}-  the  late 
Rev.  I-"atlicr  ^Moran.  with  Miss  ^Marcella  ]\oman.  daughter  of  ^licliael 
Roma:i.  of  Pittsfieid.  ^[assnchusetts.  Of  tliis  union  there  arc  two 
cliildren.  namely :    Charles  F.  and  Stella. 

JA^IES  BURNS. 

Among'-  the  residents  of  Pitt-held  retired  from  the  acti\-ities  of 
business  life  whose  careers  are  recognized  as  ha^'i!lg  been  contributory 
to  tl'ie  substantial  ljusiness.  social  and  general  development  of  the  com- 
munity  is  the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  these  memoirs. 

He  was  h'tvn  in  Thompson\-ille.  Connecticut,  in  1S4S.  son  of  Will- 
iam and  Elizabeth  T Stevens)  Burns  (see  sketch  of  Louis  Burns  in  this 
publication). 

James  'SI.  Burns  completed  his  education  at  Wilbraham  Academy 
and  shortly  thereafter  with  an  elder  brother.  David,  entered  into  the 
grocery  business  in  the  store  formerly  occupied  by  Burns-McLean.  Sub- 
sequently a  department  for  the  sale  of  house-furnishing  goods  \\-as 
added  to  the  operations  of  Burn-  P.rothers.  and  this  branch  soon  be- 
came the  especially  sig-nificant  and  profitalde  feature  of  the  business  of 


BERKSHIRE  COUXTY 


351 


the  hrm  and  led  to  its  estabiislunent  oi  a  liousc-turnislung-  goods  store 
in  the  Upper  Burbank  B]ock.  Xorth  street,  rittslieldi.  After  some 
years  of  association  of  uiiusual  j.'ecuniary  adsantage,  Messrs.  Da\  id  and 
Jan-ies  Burns  dissolved  partnership  and  divided  their  Irasiness  jiniper- 
tics.  th.e  kilter  retaining  the  Pittsficld  store,  fie  subsequently  renioxed 
frop.i  tlie  Burbank  to  his  own  structure,  the  Burns  Block,  on  Xorth. 
street,  and  continued  in  successful  conduct  of  the  business  uiitil  its 
dis]_v.sal  by  him  to  H.  P.  Wellingion.  He  was  tor  a  short  time  there- 
after engaged  in  the  private  bankin.g  business  with  Mr.  Rollin  H. 
Cocike.  uuidier  the  linn  nan.ie  of  Burns  (^s;  Cooke,  at  Pitt^lield,  a  business 
which  was  abandoned  wh.en  Mr.  Bin"ns  accejned  the  cashiership  of 
Sch(_:!)arie  Cf  unty  Bank.  Sclii^I-iarie.  Xew  "^r'ork,  where  he  resided  with 
his  family  until  the  decease  of  his  daughter.  ]\Ii  =  s  3>Iay  Burns,  when  he 
severed  his  Schoharie  bank  conncctiini  and  retu.rned  to  Pittsheld,  where 
he  has  since  lived  in.  retiremerit'. 

He  married  Lilla  Daniels,  of  Itartford,  Connecticu.t.  They  have 
had  two  children:  William  A.  Burns,  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  the 
daughter  deceased,  as  above  set  forth. 

WILTJAM  A.  BL'PvXS. 

Of  the  younger  meml;er.s  of  the  Massachusetts  l)ar  practicing  at 
Pittsheld.  who  have  v^'on  the  respect  of  their  professional  colleagues  and 
the  confidence  of  the  public.  'William  A.  Burns  hnds  appropriate  men- 
tion. He  is  a  son  of  James  an<l  Lilla  (  Daniels)  Burns  and  was  born 
at  Thompson.ville.  Connecticait.  January  9,  i<S75. 

His  initial  schooling  was  obtained  at  Pitt^field  and  his  general  edu- 
cation completed  at  Williams  Coileg'e.  from  which  institution  he  was 
graduated  v.ith  the  class  of  1S97-    He  then    entered    blar\ard  Law 
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School,  graduating-  therefrom  and  being  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1900. 
Returning  to  Pittsficld  he  enteied  the  cmiJoy  of  th.e  law  hnii  of  Dawc? 
&  Elurke,  an  association  which  continued  until  July  i,  i9C>r.  when  I\Ir. 
Burns  established  himself  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  with  offices 
in  the  Backus  Block. 

As  a  stahvart  and  acti\-e  Republican  ^ir.  Burn.s  has  already  obtained 
party  recognition,  being  elected  as  a  representative  from  Pittsfield  to 
the  state  legislature  in  1.903,  and  re-elected  in  1904,  serving  acceptably 
during  the  fonr.er  year  on  public  service  and  engrossed  bills  committees 
and  as  a  memi>^r  also  of  the  special  recess  committee  on  compensation 
of  state  and  county  ofhciais.  During  1904  he  served  on  engrossed  hills 
and  street  railway  committees,  being  chairman  of  the  former.  Mr. 
Bums  is  junior  v.-arden  of  Crescent  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  i\I.,  and  was  a  charter 
member  of  the  Country  Club.  He  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  of  Pittsfield. 

THOMAS  HEXRY  IIAYDEN. 

A  member  of  a  verv-  valuable  class  of  Berkshire  county's  foreign- 
born  citizens  is  Thomas  Plenty  Hayden.  a  well  known  resident  of  Lee. 
He  was  born  iri  county  Mayo,  Ireland,  in  1843.  parents  came  to 

the  United  States  in  1S47,  locating  at  Lenox  Furnace  (now  Lenox- 
dale),  v.here  the  father,  John  Hayden,  followed  the  blacksmitliing 
trade  until  1852.  In  that  year  he  mo\-ed  to  Ixe,  where  he  passed  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  his  death  occurring  in  1856. 

At  the  age  of  twelve  the  son  Thomas  H.  went  to  work  in  the  old 
woolen  mil!  known  as  the  Saxony  mill,  owned  by  Plattner  &  Smith. 
This  iina  also  operated  ?  paper  mill  and  were  the  founders  of  the  great 
Smith  Paper  Company  of  today.  After  working  al>out  six  years  in 
the  v.-oo!en  mil!  Mr.  Flayrlen  went  to  th.c  firm's  mach.ine  shop  to  learn 
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bis  trade,  and  how  well  lie  acquired  it  is  <hn\vn  by  the  fact  that  in  187S 
lie  took  charge  of  the  shop  and  has  been  the  forenian  ever  since.  He 
holds  the  pjsitioji  of  master  machinist  of  the  Smith  paper  mills.  The 
tact  that  he  has  worked  for  nearly  half  a  century  tor  the  same  firm 
speaks  volf.nies  for  his  ability  and  intej^rity.  ^\r.  Hayden  has  always 
nianiicsted  a  comm-endabie  public  spirit,  and  iri  nothing  has  this  been 
n-.ure  evident  than  in  his  devotion  to  tlie  Lee  Pre  dep;irtment.  His  con- 
nectiC'11  vvith  this  organization  began  in  1856,  when  as  a  boy  he  used  to 
carry  thie  tlag  of  the  coriipany  in  parade.  Dtrring  a  ])eriod  of  nvivc  than 
rv."enty  years  lie  served  successixely  as  fireman,  foreman  and  first  assist- 
ar.t  crigiiicer,  and  .on  the  death  of  Captain  Shannon,  the  chief  engineer, 
was  chosen  to  lili  the  office,  which  he  still  retains.  Mr.  llavden  is  a 
rnenibcr  of  th.e  Knights  of  Columbus,  and  liolds  the  oiTice  of  president 
in  the  Lee  Cornet  Band,  of  which  he  has  been  a  member  for  the  last 
twenty-fi'-e  >ears.  Both  as  a  citizen,  and  a  neiglil^or  [Mr.  ilayden  is 
desen-ediy  popular.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  his  political  affiiiatior;s,  and 
a  mentber  of  St.  }.Lary's  Roman  Catholic  church  of  Lee.  ]\Ir.  Hayden 
was  married,  November  26.  1870.  to  Magdalena  Stumpf,  daughter  of 
Pliilip  Stumpf.  ari  old  resident  of  Lee.  vdto  died  from  the  effects  of 
wounds  received  in  battle  as  a  Federal  soldier.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  ILayden 
are  the  parents  of  the  following  children:  Thomas  H.,  deceased;  ^lag- 
dalena  (Hayden)  Alrjran.  deceased:  Katharyn  E. ;  Ellen  J.;  John  P.; 
Robert  H. :  Francis  S.;  'Sla.ry  G. :  Agnes  P.;  Joseph  T. :  and  William  L. 
They  are  the  grandparents  of  the  following  children  :  rvhigdalen  M. 
Moran,  T.  Jo.?eph  ^k-ran,  and  Gertrude  E.  [Moran,  deceased;  A.  Mag- 
dalen Hayden  and  Cathleen  ^L  Hayden. 
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LE\'I  ^lOlxM^lS  PiOLATES. 

Levi  ^Morris  Holmes,  proprietor  of  ilic  Bcrlcshire  Business  Col- 
lege and  leaUiny  instri-ci':>r  of  the  facility  of  that  iinportant  and  j)ro- 
gressivc  educational  instiiuiion.  was  born  in  Adanas  countv.  Indiana. 
Aug-ust  II,  1864.  His  primary  educatirm  was  derived  from  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  place,  and  this  was  supplemented  by  a  full  course 
at  the  Xormal  Universit}-.  Lebanon,  Ohio.  Added  to  this  and  in  fur- 
ther preparation  for  his  svibsequent  career  as  teacher,  he  pursued  spe- 
cial studies  at  the  Eastern  Lidiana.  Central  Indiana  and  Xorthern  In- 
diana  Xormal -schools,  and  also  took  the  full  course  at  Oberlin  (Ohio) 
Business  College.  His  inceptive  work  as  teacher  was  in  the  public 
schools  of  Adams.  Jay  and  Delaware  counties.  Indiana,  and  following 
this  Avas  for  eight  years  principal  of  the  business  and  elocution  depart- 
ments in  Ccnitral  Lidiana  and  Eastern  Lidiana  Xormal  schools.  For 
two  years  immediately  prior  to  coming  to  Xew  England,  he  was  em- 
ployed as  an  expert  accountant  for  individual,  companv  and  corporate 
interests..  In  1S07  he  came  to  r^Iassachusetts.  and  for  one  year  was 
one  of  the  instructors  and  in  charge  of  the  business  dejjartment  of 
Bliss  Business  College.  X'orth  Adams.  One  year  later.  July.  iSqS,  he 
purchased  from  ^Ir.  A.  5.  Friese  the  Berkshire  Business  College. 

This  institi.U'ion  is  the  development  of  a  small  school  founded  in 
Pittsfield  in  the  '60s  by  a  Mr.  Carter,  and  was  then  known  as  Carter's 
Commercial  SchorL  }.Ir.  Carter  was  succeeded  by  Benjamin  Chick- 
ering.  who  changed  its  name  to  Chickering  Commercial  College,  and 
upon  the  latter's  demise  it  was  conducted  by  his  ^\idl;A\.  She  in  turn 
sold  it  to  one  of  her  teachers.  Miss  Carrie  Weaser,  and  her  successors 
were  Messrs.  Shaw  and  Tang\-e,  who  changed  the  name  of  the  insti- 
tution to  that  by  v/hich  it  h.as  ever  since  been  known.    Uix)n  the  de- 
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cease  of  Mr.  Tang^-e.  Mr.  Frie.-e,  alii"-vc  uaiu.cd,  purclia^crl  the  business 
from  the  surviving'  partner,  'Wr.  Shaw,  who  wTis  conducting  a  similar 
insritiuion  at  Xorth  Adani^;.  From  tlie  outset  of  Air.  TJolmes"  man- 
agement the  sphere  of  usefuhicss  ha.s  l;een  broadened  bv  a  constantly 
'iricrer-sing-  patixinage  aiid  an  added  demand  for  the  ser\-ices  of  its  grad- 
uates, and  has  incidentally  contributed  in  no  small  measure  to  the  well 
deserved  reputation  of  Berksh.ire  county  iov  superir)rity  in  her  educa- 
tional resources.  An  interesting  fact  in  connection  with  the  work  of 
the  college  is  that  tounccn  of  the  graduates  from  one  of  its  classes, 
that  CI  1903,  Averc  added  to  the  staff  of  oiiice  em]^loycs  c^f  one  of  Berk- 
slure  countv's  greate.st  mann facttu'ing  plants.  The  curriculum  of  tlie 
college  includes  thorough  instruction  in  all  of  the  studies  essential  to 
a  complete  business  education,  namely:  The  busin.ess  course,  short- 
hand and  typewriting  course  and  the  English  course.  The  first  includes 
bookkeeping,  double  and  sin.gie  entry,  business  forms,  raj^id  calcula- 
tions, business  arithmetic.  Inisiness  penmanship,  business  law.  practical 
grammar,  business  practice,  general  othce  wc^rk.  commercial  paper,  bank- 
ing, spelling  and  definitions  and  office  customs.  The  second  includes 
shorthand,  spelling,  penmanship,  typewriting,  punctuation,  letter-press 
copying,  business  correspondence,  business  forms,  practical  office  wrirk, 
arrangement,  filing  letters,  invoices,  an.d  court  work.  The  third  in- 
cludes aritlimctic,  grammar,  reading,  spelling,  [jenmanship,  letter  writ- 
ing, business  forms  and  rapid  addition.  These  courses  are  distinct  and 
separate.  A  student  m.ay  take  either  the  business  or  shorthand  course, 
or  com.bine  the  two.  The  English  course  may  be  taken  for  itself  or  as 
a  preparatory  to  the  others.  Mr.  Holm.es  i*:  of  a  quiet,  unassuming, 
unpretentious  di.sposition :  careful  in  methods  and  habits  and  thoroughly 
alive  to  the  practical  and  modern  ideas  which  enter  into  all  the  work 
under  his  charge.    He  is  an  earnest  and  firm  believer  in  the  power  and 
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success  of  individu.il  ettorts.  holding  that  gi't-at  benefit  is  derived  for 
both  parties  from  the  placing  of  good,  well-prepared,  help  with  good, 
\vc]l-meani;!g  eni];loyers — ihe  right  person  m  tlie  riglit  place  )iieaning 
brilliaint  success  for  both.  From  the  many  young  men  and  women 
\vho  ha\'e  gone  out  from  h.is  care  and  tuition  into  the  active  duties  of 
business  life  in  every  avenue,  making  success  for  themselves  and  em- 
ployers, ihiis  with  his  plan  of  solving  the  labor  problem,  Mr.  Holmes 
derives  the  greatest  pleasure  in  placing  his  energies  and  institution  at 
the  service  of  tlie  business  world.  With  these  sterling  qualifications 
and  exalted  n.-iethods  of  organizing  and  presenting  a  course  of  study 
for  an  active  business  life  work  it  makes  the  en\-ironment  of  Berlcshire 
Business  College  most  fitting  to  inspire  zeal,  energy  and  higher  business 
motives.  ^Ir.  Holmes  was  married  Xb\'ember  8,  1888,  to  Amanda- 
Merrill,  daughter  of  J-  S.  [Merrill,  of  Jay  county,  Indiana.  [Mr.  and 
[Mrs.  Holmes  have  three  children  :  ]Z\  a  Beatrice.  Arthur  William  and 
Clarence  [Merrill.  They  reside  at  20  Wallace  place.  I'ittslield,  [Massa- 
chusetts, and  are  members  of  the  [\lethodist  Episcopal  church.  [Mr. 
Holmes  is  a  member  of  the  Indenendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 


WILLLV^I  AXDBEW  FAHEY. 

Among  the  younger  merchants  of  Pittsficld  whose  private  enter- 
prise and  public  service  have  alike  appealed  to  the  favor  of  the  citizens 
of  the  county  seat,  the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  these  memoirs 
may  be  appropriately  mentioned.  Born  in  Pittsheld.  July  26.  1875. 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  that  city,  and  finding  his  initial  and  all 
subsequent  employment  there,  he  is  essentially  a  home  product.  Earh' 
recognized  by  his  political  associates  as  a  man  to  \shom  the  duties  anrl 
responsibilities  of  office  could  be  safely  entrusted,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
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seven  he  whs  nomiiKUed  l>y  the  Dcuic-cratic  parlv  and  elected  to  the 
State  Legislatiii-e,  and  re-ciccled  the  fohowiny  year.  lie  demonstrated 
the  wisdom  of  his  constituents  l;y  .-ser\-inp;  acceptalilv  (Un'ini:,^  the  first 
year  upon  the  Fisheries  and  Game  committee,  and  the  second  year  upon 
the  ]>.Iercantile  Affairs  committee. 

As  a  boy  of  fourteen  A\'iUiam  A.  Faliey  entered  the  employ  of  J. 
H.  &  J.  J.  Enri^ht.  shoe  merchants  of  Pittsfield.  and  continued  wltli 
this  h\T,^  up  to  September.  1905,  having  Ijeen  [jromoted  from  time  to 
lime  to  increasin.gly  responsible  duties,  until  he  was  recognized  as  tlte 
leading  salesman  in  the  employ  of  th.e  firm,  buying  as  well  as  selling 
therefor,  and  tlius  gaining  such  general  insight  info  the  business  as 
well  equipped  him  for  his  entrance  into  the  saine  line  on  his  own- 
account.  At  the  date  last  mentioned  ]\Ir.  Fahey,  in  association  with 
Mr.  Francis  A.  j'arrell,  opened  an  admirably  fitted  and  thorotighly  well 
stocked  retail  shoe  house  in  the  ^^lerril!  Eloclc,  on  North  street,  an  enter- 
prise which  n"!Ct  vrith  most  gratifying  sticcess  from  the  otitset,  and  which 
gives  promise  of  attaining  a  p.ositiun  second  to  none  in  that  trade. 

Among  the  local  organizations  which  ha\  e  bad  an  especial  interest 
for  ^.Ir.  Fahey  and  for  v/hich  his  services  have  been  valuable  is  the 
Retail  Clerks'  Protective  Association,  in  affiliation  with  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor.  ^Ir.  Fahey  serving  one  }-ear  as  its  president.  He 
is  also  actively  in.terested  in  the  work  of  the  Father  ^Matthew  Total 
Abstinence  Society,  a  branch  of  the  Diocesan  Union,  and  has  served  as 
its  president,  is  nov\'  (1905)  treasurer  of  the  society,  and  has  served 
as  delegate  to  all  of  the  temiK-rance  conventions  that  have  been  held  in 
the  Springfield  diocese  for  the  past  fifteen  years.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  St.  Vincent  de  Paul  Society  of  Pittsfield,  of  St.  Joseph's  church,  and 
the  Ancient  Order  of  Plibernians.  Division  Xo.  12. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Faltey.  Patrick  and  Antie  fflynes)  Fahey.  both 
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of  whom  are  deceased,  were  married  in  tr.e  conmv  Cjalway, 'IrehuK.!,  anil 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1S64.  locating'  in  }-ittsheid.  where  he  was 
for  tliirty  years  in  the  employ  oi  the  Boston  and  Allxanv  railroad.  Five 
of  the  brothers  of  the  late  Patrick  Fah.ey  also  came  to  Berkshire  county, 
and  three  of  tliese  are  still  residents  of  Pittsfield,  vix:  John,  I-ldward 
and  ^iichael — John  for  th.irty-fonr  years  also  an  emplfiye  of  the  Bos- 
ton and  Albany  railroad:  ^Michael,  a  member  of  tlie  police  force  of 
Pittsfield;  and  Edward,  employed  in  mercar;tile  pursuits. 


ALMOX  FA'ERETT  HALL.  • 

Almon  E.  Hall,  ot  W'illiamstown,  i\Lassachusetts,  is  a  representa- 
tive of  one  of  the  old  Xcw  England  families.  His  paternal  grandfather 
was  Loi'jn  Plal:,  a  iiativc  of  Entield.  Connecticut,  ^vho  remo\'ed  to  Ver- 
mont and  settled  upon  a  farm  in  Halifax.  Fie  married  Rhoda  Nichols 
and  they  becan:e  the  parents  of  four  sons  and  h^•e  daughters. 

Obcd  Flail,  son  of  Loton  and  Rhoda  (Xichols)  Hall,  was  born  in 
Halifax,  A'ermont,  October  12,  ]82i.  He  spent  his  boyhood  days 
under  the  parental  roof,  while  in  the  public  schools  he  acquired  his  edu- 
cation. He  taught  school  for  several  terms,  learned  and  followed  the 
trade  of  blacksmith  and  then  entered  mercantile  life  in  Stamford,  Ver- 
m.ont,  but  afterward  turned  his  attention  to  the  manufacture  of  lumber. 
He  served  for  a  time  as  town  clerk  and  filled  other  local  offices,  taking 
an  active  part  in  the  management  of  the  town  affairs  and  rendering 
capable  services  l^cause  of  his  patrir.tic  and  progressive  spirit  that  de- 
sired first  the  Vv-elfare  of  his  community.  Flis  fellow  townsmen  recog- 
nizing his  worth  and  ability  called  him  to  still  higher  offices,  and  he 
acted  as  associate  judge  of  Beimington  county,  also  served  as  a  dele- 
gate to  the  constitutional  convention,  where  h.e  aided  in  framing  tlie 
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organic  lav.'  of  the  state,  and  was  also  cliosen  as  a  representative  to  the 
general  assembly  of  Vermont.  He  acted  a^  superinlen.dent  of  schools 
in  his -home  town,  and  contributed  to  the  material,  -political,  intellectual 
and  moral  activities  of  the  place.  He  served  as  class  leader  and  steward 
of  the  ^Methodist  Episcopal  chr.rch  tnr  f\hy  years,  and  was  superin- 
tendent of  tlic  Sunday  school  for  thirty  years.  Tie  died  in  Montpelier, 
\'ermont.  October  27.  T89S.  while  attending  tlie  legislature  as  a  mem- 
ber. His  influence  was  ever  gi\en  on  the  side  of  reform,  righ.t  and 
progress,  and  he  was  known  as  one  of  the  distinctly  representative  men 
of  Bennington  county,  honored  and  respected  by  all  with  wlKim  he  was 
associated.  Judge  Hall  married  [Miss  Susan  Everett,  a  uatix  e  of  Hali- 
fax, and  a  daughter  of  Jacob  Everett,  a  prosperous  farmer.  Her  grand- 
father vras  Dr.  Jeremiah  Everett,  a  pli}'sician  of  Westminster,  Massa- 
chusetts, who  served  as  a  surgeon  in  the  Patriot  army  during  the  Revo-, 
lu.tionary  war.  He  is  descended  from  a  common  ancestor  with  Gov- 
ernor Edp.vard  E-\-erett.  ^Lrs.  Hall,  who  survived  her  husliand,  made 
her  home  with  her  son.  Almon  E..  up  to  the  time  of  her  decease.  Octo- 
ber 7.  19CO.  Of  her  children,  th.e  daughter,  .\delia  ".\1.,  is  the  wife  of 
Rev.  Fayette  Xichols.  a  ^Methodist  miinister  l>eloriging  to  the  New  Eng- 
land conference. 

Almon  E.  Hall,  the  elder  of  the  children,  was  born  in  Stamford, 
Vermont.  December  6,  1S46.  and  wa«  educated  in  the  juiblic  schools  of 
that  town  and  at  the  \\'esleyan  Academy,  at  Wilbraham,  ^Massachn- 
setts,  subsequent  to  which  tim.e  he  entered  the  Weslcyan  University  of 
Middletown.  Connecticut,  from  which  institution  he  was  graduated 
with  the  class  of  1872.  winning  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  Eater 
he  received  the  degree  of  [Master  of  Arts  from  the  same  institution. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society,  with  wliich  he  became 
affiliated  during  his  college  days.    After  completing  his  course  in,  the 
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Boston  University  Theological  Scliocil,  lie  j(.nncd  tlie  New  Knghmd 
Soiitliern  Conftrenoe  in  1874  and  was  assigned  to  a  church  in  Dighton. 
^[assachusetts,  the  pul])it  >A  whicli  he  had  supplied  during  tlie  previous 
year.  A  year  later  he  took  charge  of  St.  Paul's  church  in  Providence. 
Rhode  Island,  and  afterward  went  to  \\"est  Dennis,  APissachusetts. 
where  his  labors  \^•cre  attended  wiih  gratifying  results,  but  in  1878, 
owing  to  ill  health,  lie  was  forced  to  relinquish  the  work  of  the  min.- 
istr\-  and  for  the  nexi-  few  years  was  obliged  to  abstain  from  active 
labor.  After  a  period  of  rest  on  the  farm  at  Stamford  he  took  charge 
of  a  grist  mill  and  small  store  at  Clarksburg.  ^Massachusetts,  where  he 
remained  for -two  years.  In  18S6  he  purchased  S.  T.  Z\Iather"s  general 
store,  -^vhich  he  enlarged  and  conducted  until  December,  1901.  Pie 
then  sold  that  property  to  Arthur  G.  Bratton,  of-  AAnlliamstown,  and  in 
Xovemb'er.  1901,  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  manufacture  of  brushes 
under  the  firm  name  of  the  PlalPHeftennan  Brush  Compan}-.  at  46 
Lincoln  street,  Xorth  Adams.  The  hrm  manufactures  power  rotary 
brushes  which  are  used  in  cotton  mills,  print  works,  shoe  and  brass 
factories,  and  for  general  polishing.  Mr.  Hall  is  president  of  the  Will- 
iamstown  Savings  Bank,  of  which  he  has  been  a  trustee  since  its  incor- 
poration. P)uring  the  summer  of  1904  he  was  elected  to  the  former 
ofifice  to  fill  out  the  unexpired  term  of  Dr.  John  Eascom,  who  retired  on 
account  of  ill  health,  and  in  November  of  the  same  }'ear  was  regularly 
elected  president  for  a  full  term.  Pie  is  thus  actively  identified  with 
the  financial  interests  in  Williamstown,  as  well  as  with  the  pro<luctive 
industries  of  northern  Berkshire.  As  his  moneyed  resources  have  in- 
creased with  his  success  in  business  he  has  invested  cpiite  largely  in 
real  estate,  having  developed  a  tract  of  land  and  laid  out  Hall  and 
Maple  streets.  Windsor.  He  has  erected  several  dv/ellings  on  this 
and  other  property  in  the  town.    Aside  from  his  business  interests 
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^Ir.  flail  has  contributed  in  largo  niea'^irrc  tu  vari^ni^  activities  of  W'iil- 
ianistown.  He  is  a  Republican  in  hib  politics,  act!\e  in  the  work  of 
thg  party  and  has  been  a  delegate  to  varir^us  Rcjuil)lican  conventions. 
He  takes  a  special  interest  in  educational  matters,  assisting  materially 
in  improving  the  public  schools  of  Stamford,  \'crm-ont,  and  is  also  cliair- 
man  of  the  comn.nttee  that  erected  the  W'illiamstijvn  higl'i  school  ;  while 
as  a  member  of  the  school  ix>ard  h.e  rendered  signal  service  in  advanc- 
ing the  standard  of  public  education,  lie  '.vas  postmaster  of  \\'illiams- 
tov.-n  station  from  the  time  the  office  was  opened  in  1889  until  1896, 
when  he  was  elected  to  represent  his  district  in  the  state  legislature  cnid 
his  son  succeeded' the  father  as  postma'^ier.  In  1897  ^Ir.  Hall  was  re- 
elected to  th.e  general  assembly,  and  during  the  two  years  he  spent  in 
the  house  was  active  on  the  floor  and  in  the  committee  rooms.  He 
served  on  th.e  ways  and  means  committee,  the  liquor  law  commission, 
and  was  clerk  of  the  committee  on  education.  He  assisted  in  passing 
an  act  requiring  ail  liquors  carried  by  express  companies  from  license 
to  no  license  towns  to  be  ])ro])erly  labeled  and  a  record  kept  of  same. 
He  was  also  instrumental  in  securing  the  passage  of  the  Cn-eylock  Park 
bill,  in  securing  the  Xortli  Adams  Xormal  School  appropriation,  and 
in  passing  the  law  for  the  furth.er  protection  of  song  birds.  He  also 
assisted  in  defeating  a  bill  to  exempt  college  property  from  further 
taxation. 

On  April  2,  1874,  Almon  E.  Hall  was  married  to  Caroline  E. 
Beard,  of  Digh.ton,  Massachusetts,  a  daughter  of  Capcain  Elisba  D. 
Beard.  He  ha^  two  children.  Damon  E\erett  Hall,  who  won  the  de- 
gree of  Bachelor  of  Arts  uprjii  his  graduation  from  Williams  College 
with  the  class  of  1897,  and  who,  ha\  ing  studied  law  at  the  Boston  L'ni- 
versity  Law  School,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  is  now  witii  tlie  law 
firm  of  Hurlburt,  Jones  &  Cabot  in  Boston.    He  married  Miss  Isabel 
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Leighton.  in  Octolier.  1902.  a  daugliter  of  Jririii  Leig'hton,  of  Somcr- 
ville.  ^ra?5achii?ett>.    Elizabeth  ]^.f.  i>  at  home  with  licr  parents. 

Tiie  tamiiV  reside  at  Vv'illiamsniwii,  wlit-re  they  are  prominent  socially. 
Fraternally  'Mr.  ?Iall  i>  a  Royal  Arch  Masijn  and  also  one  of  the  Sons 
of  tiic  American  Revoluti(:^ii.  Controlling-  extensive  busine-s  interests, 
hi?  efforts  along-  public  lines  have  at  the  same  time  been  far-reaching 
and  beneficial  and  he  is  to-day  honored  and  respected  throughout  the 
state.  His  efficient  labors  on  behalf  of  the  public  good  have  won  for 
him  general  recognition. 

FRAXKJ JX  BVRT  COOK. 

Altliorigii  alien  to  Berkshire  county  the  gentleman  wbjse  name 
forms  the  caption  of  this  article  has  been  fr>r  so  long  a  period  identified 
v>"ith  one  or  other  of  its  important  interests  as  to  ha\e  long  since  been 
accepted  as  a  son  of  its  soil,  his  general  ed.ucation  having  been  com- 
pleted at  Hinsdale  and  a  A-ery  laree  share  of  his  business  career  having 
been  within  the  borders  of  the  county. 

He  was  born  in  Chester,  Hampden  cjurity.  ^M'a^^sacliusetts,  ^ larch 
16.  1835.  son  of  the  late  John  J.  and  Lucy  S.  (  Tay'rir)  Cook,  also  na- 
tives of  Chester  and  descendants  of  early  English  settlers  of  X'ew  Eng- 
land. 

The  late  John  J.  Cook  was  a  son  of  Parley  Ccnik.  a  Guilford,  Con- 
necticut, farmer,  who  settlecL  in  Chester  toward  the  close  of  the 
eighteenth  century.  His  wife  was  Lovina  Rurt.  whose  father  was  a 
soldier  in  the  patriot  army  during  the  Revolutionary  war. 

The  late  John  J.  Ci-'-'k.  born  July  13,  1806,  owned  and  operated  a 
small  cotton  mill  at  Xorth  Chester,  where  he  was  also  engaged  in  odier 
manufacturing.    He  died  in  .sfarch,  i8go. 
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lohn  J.  and  Lucy  S.  ^^Taylor)  Cook  had  ilu-ce  children,  a  son 
l^the  immediate  subject  of  this  skercli)  and  two  daughters,  ^slarirjn  L. 
and  Anna  E.  Cook,  both  deceased,  the  iornier  dying  in  Jul}',  18S7,  the 
latter  in  April,  1884. 

Franldin  Burt  Cook  received  his  iniiial  schi.ioling-  in  North  Ches- 
ter and  atien.ded  Hinsdale  Academy  ivr  one  year,  during  the  latter 
period  beiiig  a  member  of  the  family  of  the  late  Charles  H.  Phmkcit, 
\vho~e  wife.  Xaney  (Taylor)'  Phnikett,  was  a  maternal  aunt  of  the 
young  student. 

His  schooling  finislied  lie  returnedi  to  Ch.ester,  where. he  remained  in 
his  father's  employ  until  1855,  when  h.e  return.ed  to  Hinsdale  to  enter 
the  service  of  Charles  H.  Plunkett,  in  t!ie  latler's  general  store  at  that 
place,  acting  latterly  as  manager  of  the  business.  Upon  the  latter's  de- 
cease live  years  later  ]\Ir.  Cook  and  Amory  E.  Ta}-lor  purchased  the 
store  in  question  and  continued  its  successful  coruluct  in  partnership 
association  under  the  firm  name  of  F.  B.  Cook  &  Company,  up  to  April 
I.  1S64.  when  'Sir.  Cook  sold  his  in.terest  tlierein  to  his  partner. 

The  following  year  he  entered  tb.e  employ  of  Hayden.  Gere  &'  Com- 
pany, water  faucet,  gas  and  steam  xixlvit  manufacturers,  of  Williams- 
burg, ^vlassachu-etts.  Three  years  later  the  firm  located  a  branch  plant 
at  Springfield  and  the  company  was  incorporated.  Sir.  Cook  purchasing 
stock  tlierein  and  being  in.sta!led  as  manager  and  treasurer  of  the  Spring- 
field branch,  which  was  operated  under  the  name  of  the  E.  Stehbins 
Company. 

In''i873  iNIr.  Cook,  in  connection  w  ith  ^Ir.  A.  Taylor,  purchased 
the  remainder  of  the  stock  of  the  con:!pany  not  owned  by  Mr.  Cook,  and 
OfK-Tated  the  plant  in  partnership  association  up  Vj  its  destruction  by  fire 
in  1875.    Additional  capital  was  then  secured  and  a  new  jilant  Inn'lt 
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and  operated  at  Brightwood.  .Mr.  Cook  selling  his  interest  therein  in 
1870. 

The  following-  year,  having  returned  to  ?Iir.-xla!e,  he  re-estahlished 
himself  in  genera]  merchandising  and  continued  to  he  thus  engaged  until 
1894.  A  period  of  rest  and  recuperati'jn  was  followed  in  189*1-7  by  his 
charge  of  the  Albany  office  of  L.  'SI.  Pa}  nc,  General  Agent  New  Eng- 
land Mutual  Life  Insurance  Con-ipany. 

In  1898  he  was  appointed  to  office,  of  which  he  is  incumbent,  deputy 
collector  of  internal  revenue  for  the  Xinth  Division  Alassachusetts. 

[Nlr.  Cook's  name  is  a  synnnym  for  uncompi-omising  integrit}-,  and 
his  friends  are  only  limited  by  the  number  of  his  acrjuaintances. 

He  married.  June  8,  1870.  Aurelia  \V.,  daughter  of  Charles  H. 
and  Islv.ry  Granger  of  Saco.  !Maii"te.  One  child  born  of  this  union  died 
ir:  infancy:  'Sirs.  Cook  died  April  7.  1871.  Sir.  Cook  is  a  memljer  of 
Hinsdale  Congregati'jiial  Church  and  was  its  treasurer  frir  a  number  of 
years.  He  was  one  nf  the  founders  and  for  eight  vears  treasurer  and 
genera!  manager  of  Hinsdale  Co-operative  Creamery  Company. 

■  ORLANDO  CURTIS  BIDWELL. 

The  legal  profession  of  Berkshire  county  has  an  able  and  active 
representative  in  Orlando  Curtis  Bidwell.  of  Great  Barringtnn.  ]\Ir. 
Bidwell  belongs  to  a  family  which  v/as  founded  in  America  by  Thomas 
Bidwell.  who  came  to  and  located  at  Elartford,  Connecticut.  His  son, 
the  Rev.  Adonijah  Bidu-ell.  came  thence  in  r749  to  western  Massa- 
chusetts, locating  in  Tyringham,  th.en  knrjv.-n  as  town'^hip  No.  i,  and 
soon  became  conspicuous  in  that  section  of  Tyringham  which  now  con- 
stitutes the  town  of  ^Monterey.  Ble  was  a  man  of  property  and  pastor 
of  the  first  Congregational  church  in  that  vicinity.    His  son  and  name- 
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sake,  Adoiiijah  Bichvell.  greai-Ciranufaliier  of  Orlaiulo  C.  Cidwcl!,  was 
a  farmer.  Anotlicr  of  the  son^  of  Rev.  Ado:iijah  Birlwell,  while  a  resi- 
dent of  Stock] -.ridg-e,  served  as  one  of  ll^e  early  trcaMU'ers  of  Berkshire 
county  and  also  as  attorney-general  of  }ilas>achusetts.  Adonijah  Bid- 
v.eil  (2)  had  a  son,  Barnabas  Bidweli.  who  also  followed  agricultural 
pursuits. 

Marshall  S.  Bidweli.  son  of  Barnabas  Bidweli,  was  the  largest 
landowner  in  the  town  of  .^^L^nterey,  using  his  e>taie  as  a  stock  farm 
and  raising  great  numbers  of  horses  and  cattle.  He  took  a  pronuiicnt 
pan  in  public  affairs,  served  several  years  as  chairman  of  the  board  of 
selectmen,  and  represented  his  town  in  188 1  in  tlte  state  legislature. 
He  was  one  of  the  trustees  of  Hampton  Institute,  \'irginia.  In  re- 
ligious matters  he  adiiered  to  the  Congregational  denomination,  and 
was  oiie  of  the  trustees  of  the  church  of  whiich  he  was  an  active  mem- 
ber. He  married  Sophia  P..  daugliter  of  John  U.  r.idwell,  a  farmer, 
and  they  were  the  parents  of  two  sons:  \A'illiam  S..  who  resides  at 
Monterey,  ^Massachusetts :  and  Orlar.do  Curtis,  mentioned  at  length 
hereinafter.  Mrs.  Bidvv'ell  died  in  1901.  and  tlie  death  of  }vlr.  Bidweli 
occurred  in  July.  1902. 

Orlando  Curtis  Bidweli.  son  of  Marshall  S.  and  Sophia  P.  (Bid- 
well)  Bidweli.  was  born  March  17.  1S62.  in  ^Monterey,  Massachusetts, 
and  received  his  preparatory  education  at  tlie  Lehigh  school.  He  then 
entered  W'illiam.s  College,  frr.m  which  he  was  graduated  in  1886. 
Choosing  to  devote  himself  to  the  profession  of  the  law.  lie  began  its 
study  under  the  preceptorship  of  Judge  Seymour  Dexter,  at  Elmira, 
Xew  York,  and  in  1889  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  In  1890  he  settled 
in  Great  Barrington.  where  he  has  since  reniainer!  and  where  he  has 
been  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession,  in  which  he  has 
secured  for  himself  an  honorable  star/ding  both  for  legal  penetration. 
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and  fair-iriiii-Jfvl  dcriling;.  He  alsu  iicgotiale?  transactions  in  insin"ance 
and  real  estate.  He  is  a  nicniber  and  chairman  ot  the  prudential  coni- 
niiitee  of  the  fire  district  and  a  nicnd;cr  of  the  scliool  commillee.  He 
is  a  mc-mler  of  the  Lil;rarv  Association,  in  which  lie  liolds  the  office  of 
cierk.    Since  hie  has  been  treasurer  of  the  HVaisatonic  Agricuhural 

Society,  and  since  icjoo  one  of  tlic  triistees  of  Great  Barrington  and  a 
member  of  t\v^  in\-estn.ient  committee,  and  attorney  for  tlie  Great  Bar- 
rington Savings  Bank..  Ble  is  a  member  C'f  Cincinnatns  T.odge,  F.  & 
A.  ^^r..  and  ^tb^nument  Ciiapter.  R.  A.  '\\..  and  lias  served  as  district 
deputv  grand  master  of  the  Fifteentli  Ma-onic  District  of  Massachu- 
setts. He  is  a  Republican  politica.'ly  and  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church.  He  married,  in  1891.  Helen  IS.,  daughter  of  Rev.  blenry 
^I.  Higley.  a  Congregational  minister  of  Salamanca,  New  York.  Mr. 
and  !Mrs.  Bidwell  have  four  children:  Margaret.  Marshall.  Gertrude 
and  Helen.    Both  ^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Bidwell  are  active  in  church  work. 

W  TLLIA^I  J.  DE  VALL. 

A  macliinist  of  e.xceptional  ability,  a  merchant  of  enterprise  and  a 
citizen  of  excellent  reroute  is  he  wh.ose  name  is  the  title  of  this  narrative. 
He  Avas  bo.rn  in  UUter  county,  Xew  York,  June  22,  1S4S,  son  of  the 
late  William  and  Hannah.  (Purdy)  De  Vail,  also  natives  of  Ulster 
county,  the  former  of  French,  die  latter  of  Dutch  lineage. 

George  De  Vail,  the  grandfather  of  the  late  William  De  Vail,  emi- 
grated from  France  and  came  to  the  American  colonies  some  years  prior 
to  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  locating  in  Ulster  county,  Xew  York, 
where  he  purchased  and  cultivated  a  farm.  Of  his  chiklren.  John  De 
\'all  succeeded  to  the  homestead  farm,  marrierl  Betsey  Longyer  and 
reared  a  large  family  of  children,  of  whom  the  second  in  order  of  birth 
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v.-as  WiiHam  De  Vail,  born  17S6.  }ic.  100,  titled  the  soil  of  a  faiTo  in 
Ulster  county,  purchased  for  him  by  liis  fai'her.  and  to  this  he  added  to 
his  holdings  otlier  adjriinini;-  farniiiii;-  land.s  until  lie  ha<!  become  the  lead- 
ing- realty  owner  in  the  valley  which  early  became  and  is  still  known  as 
De  Vail  Hollow.  Kc  was  a  leading  man  in  community  att'airs  and  held 
various  local  olticcs.  He  met  b.is  death  in  1S59  through  being  thrown  by 
a  restive  young  horse.  Of  h.is  children.  William  J.  De  Vail  received  a 
public  school  education  and  a^  a  yc^ung  man  was  emplo_\ed  in  the  freight 
carndng  business  on  tiie  Hudson  river.  He  subsequentl}-  found  emplo}- 
nient  in  the  mills  of  the  .\.  T.  Stewart  Comixmy.  at  Catskih.  Xew  York, 
\'.-here  he  served  as  overseer  in  the  shau'l  making  plant  and  incidental  to 
this — being  of  a  decided  mech.anical  turn  of  mind — acquired  a  A-ery 
thorough  knowledge  of  sewing  machine  construction. 

Through  this  his  services  were  sought  in  1S83  by  Jolin  L.  iSrady. 
then  agent  at  Pittsheld  for  the  Singer  Sewing  ^lachirie  Com]>an}-.  and 
for  two  years  !Mr.  De  A'all  assisted  ^Ir.  Brady  in  both  the  s;des  and  re- 
pair departments  of  his  establislnnent. 

In  18S5,  upon  the  recommendation  of  'Mr.  Brady,  ]\Ir.  De  Wall's 
services  were  secured  for  the  charge  of  the  numerous  Siiiger  machines 
in  the  D.  M.  ColHns  Com]jany"s  Knitting  MWls  at  Pitt,->fie!d.  an  associa- 
tion which  was  maintained  to  the  mutual  sati-^faction  and  profit  of  em- 
ployers and  enipioyed  up  to  T896.  In  the  laticr  year,  when  the  merits 
of  tlie  their  new  safety  bicv-cles  were  the  sul_)ject  of  press  and  general 
comment.  Mr.  De  Vail.  Ixdieving  that  thei'e  was  a  promising  future  for 
that  industry,  established  himself  m  a  bicycle  salesrcxran  and  repair  shop 
on  Bank  Row,  Pittsfield,  remaining  in  that  exclusive  laisiriess  at  the  lo- 
cation named  until  1900.  By  this  timx-  the  automobile  had  usurped  the 
first  place  in  popular  fa\  or  at  the  ex[xnse  of  the  bicycle,  and  'Sir.  De  Vail 
decided  ui^mi  engaging  in  mercantile  pnirsuits  in  conjunction  with  the 
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old  l;i!sints?.  He  coii<evjuent!y  runoved  llic  latter  to  the  rear  of  277 
North  street,  stocking  tlie  large  store — the  fn^iit  of  tlie  premises  nanieu 
— With  inisceUaneous  inerchaiKlisc,  having-  as  sj^ecialties  news,  maga- 
zine, stationery  and  phon.)grapii  departments.  He  also  established  a  cir- 
culating library.  fJic  iiistitution  of  its  kind  of  the  cou;n\-  seat. 

He  married.  Taniian-  23.  tS68.  ^lary.  daughter  of  the  late  John 
A'an  SteerJ;erg.  a  farmer  of  Delaware  covnit}-.  New  Ynrk.  of  Holland 
extraction.  Two  daugh.ters  born  of  this  marriage  are  Barbara,  wife  of 
Charles  Linberg,  patternmaker  for  E.  D.  Jones  Sons"  Company,  and 
Georgianna  Dc  \'ali;  The  family  residence  is  265  AA'est  street  and  its 
members  belong  to  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Pittsfield. 

GEORGE  BROWNING. 

The  Browning  famil\-  are  of  English  descent,  and  tlrst  settled  in 
this  country  in  what  is  now  the  state  of  Rliode  Island. 

Ephraim  Browning,  of  Charleston,  Rhode  Island,  the  founder  of 
the  family  in  America,  and  Rebecca  Clark,  of  South  Kingston,  Rhode 
Island,  were  married  on  3.1arch  i,  I7<S7.  and  were  the  parents  of  the 
fanjily  of  children  who  settled  in  this  section  of  the  country.  Their 
children  were:  Gideon  C,  born  in  17SS;  Rebecca.  Ix'rn  in  1792; 
Charles,  born  in  1795;  Betsey,  born  in  1797:  rvlatilda,  born  in  1799: 
John  C,  born  in  iSoi  ;  Anson,  born  in  1S04;  and 

Horace  Browning,  born  December  3:,  180S,  married,  December 
31,  1S34,  Catherine  R.  Wells,  of  Rowe.  Massachusetts,  and  this  mar- 
riage united  the  most  prominent  family  of  the  neighboring  county  of 
Franklin  and  the  Browning  family  of  this  vicinity.  They  made  their 
home  in  Rowe.  Massachu.-etts.  and  were  the  parents  of  the  following 
named  children:    Noah  Wells,  born  March  15,  1836;  Sarah  Reid, 
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born  April  3.  1S38,  becanie  the  wire  of  Pratt  Stone,  and  they  reside  in 
Florence.  .Mabama;  Frederic,  born  July  11.  jS-LO.  and  his  death  oc- 
curicd  in  Xew  Orleani.  in  iSoo;  Arth\ir,  born  January  6,  1S43.  died  at 
Rowe  in  18S2;  Catb.erirxC  AW.  born  February  15.  1S46,  became  the 
wife  of  Dr.  D.  V,".  Dea.ne,  of  Wasliiu.gton,  D.  C. :  George,  born  July 
6.  1848.  mentioned  hereinafter:  John  born  February  24.  1S51,  is 
married,  and  resides  with  h.is  family  in  AA'ashington,  D.  C. :  bJclcn, 
born  Xovember  2,  1S53,  '-l^^*^'      ^'""^  '^-S'^''  o^"  y^'^^^'^- 

Georj^^e  Brovv-ning",  of  DaJton.,  Berkshire  county,  [Massacluisetts, 
was  born  July  6,  1848,  at  Rowe.  r^lassachusetts,  and  spent  the  first 
nine  years  of  his  life  there.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of  tlic  town, 
which  was  then  an  enterprising  village,  in  which  his  grandfather  oper- 
ated a  mill  and  his  father  was  a  manufacturer  of  wooden  planes  such 
as  carpenters  use.  George  speiit  four  years  of  his  life  in  Decrlield, 
where  lie  attended  school,  and  at  the  age  of. thirteen  years  he  went  to 
Ii\e  vv-iih  Jolin  A\'ells,  late  judge  of  the  ^[assachusetts  stipreme  bench, 
in  Chicopee,  Massachusetts.  For  two  years  he  was  an  employe  of  the 
First  Xatix:-nal  Bank  of  Chicopee.  Wdien  only  seventeen  years  of  age 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  D.  C.  Colby  in  tlie  harness  business  in 
Holyoke,  and  this  is  the  trade  he  has  followed  more  or  less  ever  since. 
On  account  of  impaired  health  he  has  tried  to  secure  lighter  work,  but 
each  time  has  been  compelled  to  relinquish  his  position.  He  was  clerk 
in  the  patent  office  in  Washington,  D.  C,  for  a  short  period  of  time; 
traveled  for  A\'.  li.  Lyht.  a  whip  manufacturer  of  Vv'estfield,  Massa- 
chusetts; in  1872  he  settlerl  in  Cheshire,  buying  out  the  shop  of  W.  R. 
Scrivens,  which  he  conducted  for  nine  years,  and  it  is  now  occupied  by 
the  postoiifice:  for  a  number  of  years  he  managed  a  branch  store  for  a 
large  \Vater])ury  concern  at  Thompston,  Connecticut:  in  1S86  he  re- 
turned to  Cheshire,  resided  there  until  1891,  during  which  time  he  was 


BERKSHIRE  COl'XTY 

in  poor  health,  and  in  iSyj  built  a  home  in  Dalton.  where  he  has  since 
resided.  February  ]8.  i-'^73.  Mr.  Browning  married  Iniogene  Bryant, 
born  September  i.  1.^52.  a  daughter  of  James  and  Jennette  (R}'der) 
Bryant,  of  Cheshire,  ^Massachusetts,  Their  children  are:  Imogene  Bry- 
ant, born  ^vTarch  \2.  1S75,  died  in  infancy;  Julian,  born  July  23.  1877, 
deceased:  Roy,  born  Decemljcr  23.  1880:  and  Robert  A\'e!ls,  born  June 
8.  1884.  The  two  b'ys  rer^ide  with  their  parents  on  John  street,  Dalton. 
Massachusetts. 

EARLE  GREY  BALDWIN. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  in.trodaccs  th.is  narrative  was  princijial 
of  the  high  school  of  Pittsfield  from  1877  1S81,  and  is  accredited  with 
having  renflcred  as  efiicient  service  in  that  capacity  as  any  of  the  edu- 
cators v.  ho  had  preceded  or  have  succeeded  him.  Immediatelv  following 
his  retirem.ent  from  the  principalsliip  named  he  establi^hcd  a  preparatory 
school,  \\\t  ^^"endell  Hall  School  which  v.-as  successfully  conducted  for 
several  years. 

Earle  G.  Baldwin  was  a  native  of  Co\entry,  Orleans  county,  \''er- 
mont,  torn  December  9.  1847,  son  of  Jolm  and  Emclinc  (Thrasher) 
Baldwin,  the  former  a  native  of  \\'e5tminster.  the  latter  of  Coventry, 
Verm.ont,  and  both  descendants  of  early  English  settlers  of  Xew  Eng- 
land. The  late  John  Bakhvin  was  a  Baptist  preacher  whose  ministerial 
services,  covering  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  centuiw,  were  given  to  various 
charges  in  the  state  of  his  nativity.  Pie  was  born  in  1808,  married  in 
early  manhood  and  died  in  1875.  Of  his  children,  liarle  Grey  Baldwin 
received  a  liberal  general  education,  which  was  completed  at  Amherst 
College  in  1S71.  Immediately  thereafter  his  services  were  sought  for 
the  position  of  principal  of  tlie  high  scriool  at  Xorwalk,  Connecticut, 
whencf-  he  v/ent  to  Palmer,  Massachu-(  tts,  to  occupy  a  similar  [position 
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for  the  following-  year.  In  1877  he  accepted  tiie  Pitt?field  position  as 
above  mentioned.  Since  tl'ie  close  of  his  school  connection  Mr.  Ealdv/in 
lias  been  varionsly  engaged  in  journalistic  \Vi;)rk,  for  fom-  }ears  of  the 
period  publishing  a  Lenox  society  paper,  J^ciiox  Eifc.  He  served  as 
president  of  the  Berkshire  Coiv.Tty  Teachers'  .Association  in  1879  and 
18S0,  and  during  this  tiu'ic  a  riun.iber  of  the  most  distinguished  cdu- 
catoi'S  of  th.e  period  lectured  before  that  body. 

He  married  in  1872.  at  Anilierst,  ]\Largaret  E.,  daughter  of  Rev. 
Pliny  H.  ^^"hiLe.  a  former  Congregatiunal  minister  of  Coventry.  Rev. 
While  was  widely  and  favorably  known  in  \'ermont  as  one  of  the  most 
able  and  brilliant  .puljjit  orators,  a  trcr.chant.  forceful  writer,  and  with 
an  especiallv  wide  range  of  historical  knowledge.  For  some  years  prior 
to  bis  decease  be  was  president  of  the  \"ennont  Historical  Society,  and 
it  was  during  his  incuniben.cy  of  that  uffice  that  some  of  the  most  valuable 
acquisitions  to  its  archives  were  secured.  ]\Irs.  ]\Iargaret  E.  (AAHtite) 
Baldv/in  is  registrar  of  Peace  Party  Ciiapter,  Daughters  American  Rev- 
olution, of  Pittsfield. 

^Ir.  and  !Mrs.  Baldwin  have  two  children  :  \A'iili;im  Earle  Baldwin, 
one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Xew  York  weekly  magazine  kno\\  n  as 
"Automobile  Topics.''  He  married  Edith  Brigham,  a  young  lady  of 
Dorchester,  r^Iassachusetts.  The  second  child,  Winifred  ]\Ia}-  Baldwin, 
is  an  operatic  singer  with  a  mezzo-soprano  voice,  now  (1905)  under 
engagement  with  that  welbknown  impresario.  Henry  W.  Savage.  The 
family  reside  at  66  Pomeroy  avenue  and  attend  the  First  Congregational 
church. 
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^lARTTX  :sf.  EROWX.  .Al.  D, 
This  sucoes.sful  medical  praciitioncr  and  prominent  citizen  of  North 
Adams  is  of  earlv  Xew  England  origin  on  both  sides,  being  a  lineal 
descendant  in  the  ninih  ge;ieration  of  Chad  Browne,  through  Daniel, 
Tabez,  AN'illinm,  Eleazar.  Jonas,  Hars-ey  and  Russell  13.  Brown.  He  is  also 
descended,  directly  and  collaterally,  from  several  of  the  ^Mayflower  Pil- 
grims, namely:  Governor  William  Piradford.  through  William,  Wiil- 
icim.  Wiliiani.  Israel.  Abner.  Eli:^ha  and  Susanna,  who  married  Jonas 
Browne;  Richard  ^^'arren.  Elder  William  Brewster.  John  and  Priscilla 
(^[uliins  )  Alden.  through  their  daughter  Elizabeth',  vdio  married  Will- 
iam Palji-^die.  and  her  daughter  Ruth,  Edward  Dotey,  George  S'Hile, 
John  Howlar.d  and  J'dm  Tilley.  The  llearnden.  White,  Scott,  Jencks. 
Ballard,  Smith,  Angell,  ?^Iowr}-,  Inman,  Caok,  Tlvunpson,  Reed,  Por- 
ter. Bartlett,  Delano,  Peterson.  Edson,  and  Bennett  families  were  also 
among  iiis  ancestral  connections.  Daniel  Brov.n,  sun  r.f  Chad  Browne, 
married  Alice  Hcarnden.  daughter  of  Benjamin  tiearnden. 

Wartin  ^I.  Brown,  ^I.  D.,  son  of  Russell  D.  Brcm-n.  was  born  in 
Jacksonville,  Windham  county.  \>rmoni,  July  13,  1863,  son  of  Russell 
D.  and  Eliza  Qlillard)  Brown.  Plis  grandparents  were  PE'irvey  and 
Lucinda  (Fuller)  Brown,  the  former  of  v»-hom  was  born  December  8, 
iSoi,  and  his  wife  was  Ixjrn  August  14,  1808.  Br.th  were  natives  and 
life  long  residents  of  Vermont.  l'>elonging  t()  early  settled  families  of 
that  state.  Harvey  Brov.-n  was  one  of  the  prosperous  farmers  and 
prominent  residents  of  Jacksonville  in  his  day,  having  ser\-ed  upon  the 
board  of  selectmen,  represented  his  district  in  the  legislature  and  acted 
as  a  justice  of  the  peace.  His  death  occurred  February,  1873,  ^"'^  ^^'^ 
wife,  whom  he  married  in  1S27,  died  July  8,  1S82.  They  were  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  namely:     F'hilo  Har\ey,  born  January  16. 
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iS:?9,  died  Xovemb.cr  29.  1856;  llortcu  Lewis,  bovn  Septeiiiber  12, 
1S30;  Elliott  Alvin  and  Alma  Eleanor,  twins,  wlio  were  born  Aug-ust 
16,  -TS32;  Russell  13.,  wiiose  birt'li  will  be  recorded  presently;  l^'rederick 
P.,  born  ]^[arch  31,  1840,  died  January  14,  18S7;  Nancy  A.,  born  Febm- 
ary  28,  1S42;  and  Orland  T-.  born  Eebvuary  2.  1848.  Pliilrv  H.  Brown 
married  Lucv  Suphia  Dalryniple.  wbo  is  no  longer  living.  Plorton 
Lewis  Brown,  who  is  now  an  extensive  produce  niercbant  in  Chicago, 
Illinois,  married  Cassendana  L.  Hicks.  EUii'tt  A.  Brown,  who  is  residing 
in  Jacksonville.  \'ermont,  married  Mary  tianrilton.  Alma  E,  is  now 
th.e  widov/  of  Charles  Franklin  Griiiin.  of  JLalifax,  Vermont.  Fred- 
erick F.  Brown  married  Ella  Preston.  Xaiicy  -\.  is  tlie  wife  of  William 
INJ.  Sanford,  .of  .Stamford,  \^ermr)nt.  Orland  J.  Brown  is  now  a  leading" 
piiysician  and  surgeon  of  Xorth  Adanis. 

Russell  I).  Bnjwn.  the  father  of  Dr.  ^Lartin  ^1.  Brown,  wa-;  bora 
in  Jacksonville.  Augiisi:  iS,  1835.  Having  acquired  a  good  education 
he  taught  in  the  district  schools  of  ins  natu'e  town  for  some  time  dur- 
ing' the  v.-inrer  season,  but  witli  this  exception  the  active  period  c>f  his 
life  has  been  de\'oted  to  agriculture,  in  Vv-hich  he  has  realized  excellent 
results.  In  1899  he  retired  from  tiie  activities  of  life  and  is  now  re- 
siding in  X'orth  .\dams.  He  was  married  in  Clarksburg,  A,Iassachusetts, 
August  28,  1862.  to  ^Nliss  Eliza  C.  Millard,  a  native  of  Stamford,  Ver- 
mont. The  children  of  this  union  are:  Martin  M.,  ]\L  D.,  the  principal 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Eugene  Henry,  b.oni  April  9,  1865,  married  Angie 
Bishop;  Edgar  Russell,  torn  Marcli  10.  1870.  married  Flelen  ^liner,  of 
Xew  Haven.  Vermont;  Eflie  Loretta,  bnrn  August  31,  1871.  is  now 
the  wife  of  Burton  B.  Fitch,  of  Xorth  Adams:  and  Rufus  Leslie,  born 
'May  24,  1S77.  also  a  resident  of  that  city. 

Having  studied  preliminarily  in  tlie  district  schools  of  Jacksonville, 
^^arti^  M.  Brown  wcrit  to  Chicago  Avhen  sixteen  years  old  and  was  em- 


I  . 


(  In 


ST-i 


BERKSHIRE  COUNTY 


ployed  in  his  u;Kie"s  store.  At  itie  expiration  of  two  years  he  relumed 
to  Xew  Englaiid  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  himself  for  a  professional 
life,  and  took  up  the  preliminary  study  of  medicine  under  the  direction 
of  his  uncle,  Dr.  Orlandl  J.  Brown,  of  Xorth  Adams,  at  the  same  time 
atten.ding  the  high  school  in  t-iat  city,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
iSS6.  He  immediately  entered  the  Rush  Medical  College,  Chicago, 
v.diere  lie  took  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  '.Medicine  two  years  later,  and 
was  at  once  appointed  Iiouse  physician  and  surgeon  to  the  Chicago  Pres- 
bvterian  Hospital.  Resigning  that  post  a  year  later  to  accept  one  of  a 
similar  character  in  the  Cook  County  Hospitai,  he  served  that  institu- 
tion with  marked  efhciency  for  one  year,  at  the  end  of  whicli  time  he 
resigned  and  for  the  succeedhng  fifteen  months  served  as  surgeon  to  the 
Union  Hospital  at  Ironwood.  ^.lichigan.  In  1S91  he  returned  to  North 
Adams,  Avhere  he  h.as  ever  since  practiced  his  profession  with  gratifying 
success,  and  his  ability  as  a  general  practitioner  has  obtained  wide-spread 
recognition.  Although  practicing  Vvith  equal  skill  both  medicine  and 
surgery  he  has  a  decided  preference  for  the  last  named  branch  of  his 
profession,  and  is  nov,-  serving  as  visiting  surgeon  to  the  X'orth  Adams 
Hospital.  Dr.  Brou-n  is  quite  active  in  civic  affairs,  especially  in  mat- 
ters relative  to  public  education,  and  lias  served  two  terms  upon  the 
school  board,  a  portion  of  that  time  as  its  chairman.  He  is  a  member 
of  tlie  Massachusetts  State,  the  Berkshire  District,  the  Xorth  Berkshire 
and  the  Union  Medical  Societies,  ha\-ini^'  ser\-cd  as  president  of  the 
two  county  organizations,  and  in  addition  to  the  aljuve  he  affdiates  \\\ih 
Lafayette  Lodge.  Free' and  Accepted  Masons;  Composite  Chapter,  Rc>yal 
Arch  Masons;  St.  Paul's  Commandci-y,  Knight  Templars,  of  Xorth 
Adams,  and  Melha  Temple.  Ancient  and  Accepted  Xobles  of  the  Order 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  S[)ringfieb!.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Onega 
Lodge,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  of  Wells  Encampment,  and 
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of  Oiyrnpiaii  L-xIg-e,  Kniglits  of  Pxlhias.  -\side  from  his.  endeavors 
to  safeg-.iard  as  far  as  possible  the  health  of  tl-e  con.iinunity,  he  is  act- 
ively interested  in  its  moral  aiid  religious  welfare  as  well,  being  a 
leading-  mcniber  of  the  Universaiist  church,  and  for  the  past  Lwelve  years 
he  has  served  uj;on  its  executive  board,  and  as  superintendent  of  its 
Sunday  school.  On  Juinc  3,  i8c>3.  Dr.  Brown  was  united  in  marriage 
with  }^[iss  !Mary  L.  Eiakeslec,  daughter  of  Lorej^zo  S.  and  Lestina 
(Bemis)  Blake.-lee.  They  liave  had  two  sons,  Lawrence  and  Orland 
B.,  neither  of  v.liom  are  novr  living. 


HOX.  IlEXRY  LAUREXS  DAWES. 

Henry  Laurens  Dawes  was  born  at  Cummington,  Hampshire 
county,  Massachusetts.  October  13,  j(>iG.  His  family  is  a  branch  of 
that  of  the  same  name  -.vliich  is  distinguished  in  politics  and  literature 
in  eastern  Ma5sachu.=^ctts.  He  graduated  at  Yale  University  in  the  class 
of  1839.  \A'hile  a  student  at  law  he  taught  school  and  edited  the  Grcoi- 
field  Gazette.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1842,  and  commenced  prac- 
tice at  Xorth  Adams,  where,  for  a  time,  he  edited  the  Transcript.  He 
also  represer.ted  the  tov.n  in  the  legislatures  of  1848,  1849  ^^"^1  1852, 
and  in  the  constitutional  convention  01  1853.  In  1850  he  was  elected  to 
the  state  senate.  From  1853  until  1857  he  was  district  attorney  for  the 
western  district  of  ^Massachusetts.  In  1S57,  there  being  a  very  decisive 
contest  pending  regarding  the  future  status  of  ix)litical  parties,  Mr. 
Dawes,  being  th.e  exponent  of  Republican  principles  in  the  westernmost 
district  of  Massachusetts,  was  chosen  by  a  large  majority  over  the  Dem- 
ocratic and  American  candidates.  And  he  represented  this  district  until 
1S74,  when  he  declined  a  renomination.  In  tlie  following  session  of  the 
legislature  he  was  chosen  a  sc-nator  of  the  United  Stales,  and  served  in 
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that  cnpncitv  for  m:i!iv  xears.  Ujion  the  expiration  of  his  iast  term  he 
dcchned  re-election,  aiiu  Henry  Cabot  Lodg-c  was  hi.s  successor.  Hon. 
Henrv  L.  Dawes  was  for  many  years  a  citizen  of  Pittsiield.  Massachu- 
setts.   His  death  occvu-red  February  5.  1903. 

•      GEORGE  I'RAXKLEV  ^[ILLER. 

George  iM-ankhn  Miller,  whose  business  activity,  extensive  con- 
nectioris  v.'ith  fraternal  interest  and  efficient  laljor  in  behalf  of  public 
good  have  brought  him  a  general  rec-'gnitioPi  in  Xorth  Adams  and  \vest- 
ern  ^.lassachusetts.  was  born  in  Schaginicoke.  Rensselaer  count}-,  New 
York,  January  16.  1847.  J^'S  father.  Joseph  ^^liller.  the  carriage  manu- 
facturer of  Greenwich.  Xev."  York,  resided  at  that  place  for  sc\-ent}- 
vears.  a  period  exceeding-  that  of  any  other  in.haljitan.t.  and  died  tb.ere  in 
th.c  spring  of  1905. 

-  George  E.  ^Vliller  acquired  his  preliminary  education  in  the  schools 
of  his  native  town,  and  subsequently  attended  Union  X'illage  Academy, 
Greenwich,  of  which  institution  Chester  .Vrthur  was  also  a  pupil.  He 
arrived  in  Xorth  Adams  in  1867.  when  a  young  man  of  twenty  years, 
and  here  received  the  appointment  of  internal  revenue  collector,  acting 
in  that  capacity  for  tliree  years,  on  the  expiration  of  which  period  he 
became  bookkeeper  for  Air.  \\'alden,  one  of  the  selectmen  of  the  old 
town.  Later  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  line  of  insurance,  cr)nduct- 
ing  a  general  fire  insurance  business  on  ]\rain  street  fri:)m  1867  to  187S, 
and  since  then  in  the  Burlinganie  T31ock.  In  puldic  aiYairs  he  has  con- 
tinued prominent,  serving  as  treasurer  of  the  X'orth  Adams  fire  district 
for  five  years,  v^hile  for  eleven  years  he  was  chairman  of  the  board  of 
assessors.  Mr.  ^vliller  identified  with  various  fraternal  orgauiizations. 
He  bel<;ngs  to  Grevlock  Lod?e  A.  F.  &  A.  M. :  Composite  Chapter.  R. 
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A.  M. ;  Si.  Paul  Coninv.uuU  r\-,  K.  T. :  and  is  cliairman  rif  tbe  linard 
of  tri-stoes  of  the  M"a?nnic  FTall.  Fie  li;>>  lield  oftice  of  disirici  dci)nt\' 
gnand  high  priest  of  Berkshire  ci'initv.  and  was  one  of  the  chaider  nicni- 
bers  of  lodge.  chai;ter,  and  cor.iniand.cry.  wliile  of  tlie  chapter  he  is 
a  pa-t  master,  past  hiii'h  pa-ie>t  ?.iv\  past  coniniander.  He  is  in  thorou.sdi 
svnmath.v  with  the  v.-C)rk.  tlie  tenets  and  teachings  of  th.e  order,  and  in 
hint  is  exemplified  the  heneficenr  spirit  oi  tlie  craft.  Mr.  ]*diller  was 
married  to  Miss  Idella  Adams,  a  d.aiigh.ter  of  Jasper  Hyde  Adams,  wdio 
wa;  a  prominent  and  higlily  resj)ected  Inisiness  man  of  Xorth  Adams  and 
was  a  descendant  in  the  eiglvdi  genera.tion  of  Henr_\-  Adams,  uf  lirain- 
tree.  ^Massachusetts.  "Air.  and  A[rs.  Miller  harl  tw-u  children,  ilarry  A., 
and  Elsie,  hut  the  sr^n  died  in  liis  tw ent_\--fourt!i  year.  He  was  a  grad- 
uate of  Amherst  College,  and  following  the  con.ipletiiiu  of  his  education 
join.ed  hi<  father  in  business,  hut  died  \-ery  suddeidy  about  a  year  later. 

GEORGE  COl'T-TX  HUBBEL. 

A  conscientious  and  skillftd  dental  practitioner  and  a  good  citizen 
is  he  whose  name  ir.troduces  this  sketch.  He  \vas  born  June  t,  1870, 
in  Hudsc/n.  Xew  York,  .son  of  Edgar  G.  and  Josephine  (Groat)  Hub- 
bel,  both  nali\-es  of  Huds(;n  and  respectively  of  English  and  h^rench 
descent.  Etlgar  G.  Hubbel,  a  former  resident  of  Pittsheld,  and  for 
sixteen  years  librarian  of  the  Athenaeum,  is  now  a  resident  of  Xew 
Haven,  Connecticut,  where  he  represents  the  Xew  York  [Mutual  Life 
Insurance  Company  as  special  agent.  ~S\l.  Hubbel  served  in  the  civil 
war  as  .second  lieutenant  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-ninth  X''ew^ 
York,  the  famous  regiment  known  a;  "  [Molineux  Bears." 

George  Coffin  Hubbel  was  graduated  from  fittsfield's  high  school, 
class  of  '87.  then  entering  the  dental  department  r;f  the  L'niversitv  of 
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Penn>ylvai}ia,  subsequently  attending  and  being  graduated  from  Pbila- 
delphia  Dental  College,  ciass  of  "cjo.  The  iirst  year  of  his  practice  ^^•as 
spent  in  Bristol.  Con.necticut.  following  which  he  was  engaged  in  prac- 
tice at  Tr-rring"tou,  Connecticut,  up  to  1S95,  when  failing  health  mani- 
fest ill  puliViOnary  weakriess.  caused  by  100  close  application  to  a  large 
and  growing  practice,  necessitated  his  temporary  withdrawal  from  his 
profession.  Two  years  of  out-door  life  and  exercise,  spent  largely  in 
Florida,  restored  him  to  good  health,  and  in  1897  he  returned  to  Titts- 
field.  resuming  his  dental  practice,  in  which  he  has  contiiiued  to  be  suc- 
cessfully engaged.  He  is  a  memljer  of  the  ^Massachusetts  v.nd  Western 
District  Dental  Sncieties:  th.e  Berkshire  Automobile  Club,  and  Pitts- 
field  Rod  and  Gun  Club,  being  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  last  named 
organization.  A  trophy  belonging  tc>  Dr.  Plubbel,  of  which  he  is  justly 
proud,  is  the  stuffed  skin  of  a  nine  pound  and  t\vr>  ourice  black  bass 
taken  by  him,  the  largest  fish  of  its  kind  that  has  e"\-er  been  caught  in 
Berkshire  county.  Dr.  IJubbei  married,  October  5,  1892,  Love  Le- 
Barc.n,  daughter  of  Hon.  John  H.  Manning  (see  sketch,  this  ^vorkj. 
Dr.  and  ?\lrs.  Hubbel  have  two  children:  Huelat  Newton  and  Grace 
Josephine  HubVjel.  The  family  reside  at  104  Elizabeth  street,  and 
attend  St.  Stephen's  Epi.-copal  church. 


•  SAL:\10X  BUf^LIXGA^slE. 

Salmon  Burlinganie.  at  one  time  a  prominent  business  man  of 
Xortli  Adamis  and  a  prom.inent  representative  ni  the  manufacturing  in- 
terests, was  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
Scituate,  February  11,  1800.  He  was  the  son  of  C}tus  and  Alercy 
(Salisbury)  Eurlingame.  When  a  youth  of  twelve  years  his  parents, 
with  tl'.eir  six  children,  came  to  North  Adams,  Massachusetts. 


BERKSH !RE  CO  UX  Tl ' 


At  the  ng-t  ut  seventeen  Sahi-ioii  Ikiriingame  went  to  Pownal, 
Vcrniont,  whore  he  entered  wpoxi  a  two  years'  apprentiecship  with 
'Mr.  Anemas  Crittendei;.  in  order  to  learn  the  trade  of  making  satinet. 
When  he  had  con.ipleted  his  term  of  indenture  he  returned  to  North. 
Adams.  In  1826,  in  con.nection  w  iiii  ]\Ir.  Critteii'len.  lie  I;uiU  a  n^ill  on 
ihiO  present  site  of  the  ^.liner  fchool  at  the  "''Union."  flere  the_\-  conducted 
business  until  1829.  when  he  sold  out.  He  aiterward  occupied  a  mill 
ov\-ncd  at  the  time  by  Turner  and  Lallin,  subsecjuently  the  Gould  mill, 
siiuatcd  on  the  river  bank  between  the  Eagle  mill  and  Union  street. 
Here  he  manufactureii  woolen  goods,  principally  satinets,  and  was  con- 
ducting a  prosperous  business  when  the  year  1837  invoh'ed  the  country 
in  a  disastrous  financial  panic,  and  yiv.  Burlingame.  together  \vith  many 
others,  met  with  serirnis  business  reverses.  The  failure  of  others  caused 
his  own  failure.  All  Avln'ch  he -had  inx  ested,  together  with,  the  manufac- 
tured products  of  the  bu.siness,  v/as  Ir^st,  and  he  was  left  almost  penni- 
less. There  was  also  the  burden  of  a  large  indeVjtedness  still  upon  him, 
but  years  afterward  he  disch.arged  this  to  tlie  full  extent,  paying  both 
principal  and  interest.  It  became  the  one  great  object  of  his  life,  and 
although  there  was  no  legal  obligation  that  he  should  follow  this  course, 
he  found  it  to  be  a  moral  duty,  and  was  not  content  until  he  had  fully 
recoiVipensed  every  one  to  v.hom  he  v.as  inrlebted.  Fohowing  the  fail- 
ure of  his  business  as  a  v.oolen  manufacturer  he  started  out  again  in  life, 
the  second  time  without  capital.  He  was  resolute  and  determined,  how- 
ever, and  this  proved  the  basis  of  the  success  v.-hich  caiue  to  him  in  later 
years.  In  1839  he  j/urchased  the  drug  store  of  Dr.  E.  Xorman,  \vhich 
was  kq)t  in  a  building  belonging  to  Captain  Edward  Richmrmd  on  },Iain 
street,  and  for  eight  years  conducted  this  mercantile  enterprise  alone. 
In  1847  Mr.  G.  W.  Bradford  was  admitted  to  partnership,  and  at  the 
same  time,  he  having  Ixught  the  real  estate  of  Mr.  Richmond,  erected  on 
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the  same  site  a  larg-e  tlirte-story  brick  Iniilcliiij;  kiKiwn  as  Ihc  Xcw  l-lrac!- 
ford  block,  in  the  lower  story  of  which  tlieir  hu'^iness  was  located.  They 
dealt  in  drugs  and  niedicincs.  hardware,  mil!  siiiiplies  and  building  ma- 
terials. In  1S50  Addis'.'n  J.  Ray  purchased  ]\lr.  Bradford's  interest  and 
became  one  of  the  pr'_>;)rietors.  under  tlie  firm  name  of  "Durlingame  & 
Rav.  At  this  tinie  tiie  store  was  removed  to  a  building  owned  b}-  E. 
Soiithwick  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street.  A  nre  in  185 t  ricarly  de- 
stroyed the  establishment.  Burlingame  &  Ray  then  purchased  the  prop- 
crt}-.  also  an  adjoining  l;uild;ng.  and  replaced  the  wooden  structure  with 
a  thiree-storx-  brick  l)!ock.  In  1868.  A\l!en  l\Ir.  Ray  sold  h.is  interest  in 
the  company,  ^[r.  Burlingame  became  sole  proprietor  of  the  real  estate, 
'and  George  M.  Darby  a  partner  in  the  busiitess.  Later  W.  F.  Darby  be- 
came a  ineniber  of  the  brm.  which  has  since  been  known  as  Burlingame 
&  Darby. 

September  18.  1822.  ]\[r.  Burlingame  was  married  to  Miss  Soph.ia 
Darby,  a  daugb.ter  of  Jcseijh  Darby,  who  was  one  of  the  early  settle'- 
of  Xoith  Adams.  The}-  had  one  son  arid  four  daughters.  The  son  died 
in  infancy,  Julia  in  1877.  and  Fannie  in  1903,  the  others,  Phebc  and 
Cynthia,  are  still  living.  The  last  named  became  tlie  wife  of  W.  FX. 
Dumville  in  TS67.  The  death  'ji  Mr.  Burlingame  occtn-red  in  1882. 
Admost  fift}'  years  before  that  time  he  had  joined  the  Baptist  cluu-ch  of 
Xorth  Adams  and  remained  a  worthy  member  there  until  his  death. 
For  tvi-enty-one  years  he  served  as  church  treasurer  and  was  always 
active  and  helpful  in  tlie  church  v/ork.  In  matters  of  citizenship  he 
was  patriotic  and  progressive,  served  as  selectn.ian  for  se\-eral  terms, 
twice  represented  the  town  of  Xorth  Adams  in  the  general  court  and  was 
also  one  of  the  state  valuation  committee.  He  was  a  trustee  and  vice 
president  of  the  Xorth  Adams  Sa.\'ings  Bank  and  treasurer  of  the  Floosac 
Valley  Agricultural  Society.    He  wa*^.  a  most  conscientious  man,  true  to 
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everv  trust  reposed  in  liini  ainl  every  obligation  that  devolved  up(.)n  him, 
and  his  course  \\"as  so  sti'aighlforward  and  honorable  that  he  left  to  his 
family  an  untarnished  name. 

F.  W".  WHITLOCK. 

Among  th.'jse  who  tumid  among  the  Berkshire  hills  a  place  of  rest- 
ful rctircmejit  atier  the  care?  and  excitements  of  business,  was  F.  \Y. 
W'hitlock,  of  Great  Barrington.  ]\Ir.  Whitl'jck  belonged  to  an  old 
Xew  York  family,  the  n/iale  members  of  which  ha\c  been  for  genera- 
tions merchants  .and  sailing  masters.  His  grandfather  and  great-uncle 
saw  service  in  the  war  of  1812. 

]M.  Ludlow  Whitlcck  was  a  man  of  great  enterprise  atid  \\as  re- 
markably successful  in  his  undertakings.  He  organized  the  first  line 
of  clipper  ships  which  crossed  the  Atlantic.  FJe  took  an  active  part  in 
public  affairs,  and  about  1S68  was  a  candidate  for  the  legislature.  In 
1857  he  retired  from  busin.ess  and  in  1S59  came  to  reside  in  Berkshire 
county.  He  married  Lucy  A.,  daughter  of  Thomas  J.  Chew,  an  officer 
in  the  United  States  Xavy,  and  of  the  four  children  born  to  them  only 
one  is  now  living,  F.  \\'.,  mentioned  at  lengtli  liereinafter.  Lhe  death 
of  ]Mr.  W'hitlock  occurred  in  1887,  and  his  wife  passed  awa_\-  in  1890. 

F.  W.  W'hitlock.  son  of  ^I.  Ludlow  and  Lucy  (Chew)  Whitlock, 
was  born  December  19,  1849.  '-^'^  Havre,  France,  and  recei\-ed  his  early 
education  under  a  private  tutor,  by  whom  he  v.-as  prepared  to  enter 
Trinity  College,  Hartford.  He  afterward  studied  at  the  Rensselaer 
Polytechnic  Institute  in  Troy.  Xew  York,  and  in  1872  entered  upon 
the  active  practice  of  his  profession  as  a  civil  engineer.  Frijm  that 
year  until  1878  he  was  assistant  at  the  Boston  water-works.  He  as- 
sisted in  the  construction  of  the  Xew  York  and  Brrnjklyn  bridge  and 
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the  ^Metropolitan  elevated  railroad.  For  ten  years  he  filled  the  ])osition 
of  assistant  city  engineer  at  W'aterb-jry.  Connecticut.  ATr.  W  hitlijck 
■was  a  member  of  the  American  Sociel_\-  of  Civil  Engineers,  the  Coui- 
necticut  Ass-^ciation  of  Civil  Engirieers  ar.d  Snrve\-ors,  in  \vhich  for 
th.rce  years  he  held  the  office  of  secretary,  the  }*Iasonic  order,  and  the 
Independent  Order,  of  Odd  Fellows.  'Mr.  W'hitlock  died  September 
i8.  1904. 

?>Ir.  W'hitlcck  married  Zella  A.,  daughter  of  Rollins  A.  Ken.ipton, 
Avlio  died  October  23,  1896.  and  they  had  one  child.  Pauline  \\.,  who 
is  the  wife  of  Leon  A.  Goodsell. 


THOM  \S  FXRIGHT. 

Ever  since  the  biilh  of  the  grca.le-t  of  republics  tlie  tide  of  emigra- 
tion, from  tliC  Emerald  Isle  has  been  toward  its  shores.  And  these  Celtic 
settlers  have  furnished  in  all  communities  th.roughout  the  United  States 
men  who  have  proved  valuable  factors  in  their  dex'clopmcnt.  Their 
stout  hearts,  strong-  and  willing  hands  and  natural  business  acumen  liave 
been  everywhere  ii-i  evidence.  Among  the  number  of  these  in  Berkshire 
county  was  the  gentleman,  whose  name  introduces  these  niem>jirs. 

He  was  lx>rn  September  9.  1S27,  in  the  tow  n  of  Glin,  county  Lim- 
erick, Ireland,  where  he  received  a  rudimentar)  education  and  mastered 
shoe-making,  and  with  this  trade  as  his  sole  capital  emliarked  in  1847 
for  America,  temporarily  locating  in  Albany,  New  York. 

The  following  year  (1848)  he  came  to  Pittsfield,  ]vlassachusetts, 
and  found  immediate  employment  with  tlie  W'eller  Brothers,  John  and 
Frederick,  who  then  practically  monopolized  the  making  of  boots  and 
shoes  in  Pittsfield.  This  connection  continued  a  peri(jd  of  ten  years, 
when,  with  money  saved  from  his  wages  arid  an  amfde  fund  of  e.x- 
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perience.  lie  entered  into  partnership  assi  cialion  with  Olu'er  W.  Ro1j- 
bins  under  tlie  tlrni  uanac  of  Roljbin>  ^:  Company  to  conduct  a  retail 
)yooi  a.iid  shoo  business,  with  custoin  deparinicnl,  on  the  west  side  of 
Xorth  street.  Pittshe'id.  Upon  tlie  dissohition  of  this  partners!iij->  in  iS66 
}i[r.  Enri,cr!:t  Ix'canie  associated  with  James  A.  Bnrbank,  and  the  Firm  of 
Cr.rbank  Enright  estaiydshing-  a  similar  l)i:siness  in  tlie  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  old  store.  Th.e  persniia!  popularity  of  both  these  gentle- 
men ar.d  the  old-fashioned  honesty  of  their  metliods  nf  doing  business 
resulted  in  their  house  speed.ily  bec'oming  the  leading  one  in  its  line  in 
Berkshire  county,  a  position  which  the  successors  to  the  business  have 
been  able  to  maintain.  Owing  to  failing  health  'Mr.  Enright  retired 
from  business  in  March.  18S9.  the  date  also  of  the  retirement  (^f  ]\Ir. 
Burbanlc.  'Mi:  James  J.  Enright.  son  of  Mr.  Thomas  Enright,  succeeding 
to  his  father's  interest,  and  Mr.  John  H.  Enright.  nephew  of  Mr.  En- 
right, purchasing  the  interest  therein  of  Mr.  Bnrhank.  The  profits  of 
this  successfully  conducted  shoe  business  were  very  judiciou'^ly  invested 
by  Thomas  Enright  in  local  real  estate,  nnich  of  wdiich  was  held  and  im- 
proved by  him  in  the  erection  of  substantial  dwelling"  houses,  still  the 
property  of  his  estate.  He  died  .Septcniber,  1SS9.  lea\-ing  three  children: 
Ellen  Enright:  Maria,  the  wife  of  Dr.  J.  H.  Tobin,  of  Schu}]er\-illc, 
Xew  York,  and  James  J.  1-hirijht,  the  son  above  mentioned.  He  was 
born  July  3.  1869,  in  Pittsfield.  attended  its  public  schools  and  was  a 
high  .=cbool  student  at  tlie  time  of  his  father's  decease,  when  he  entered 
into  business  as  narrated. 


ANDREW  L.  HUBBELL. 

Among  those  citizens  of  Berkshire  county  who,  though  not  sons 
of  the  soil,  have  by  long  residence  and  public-spirited  services  thor- 
oughly identified  themselves  with  their  place  of  abode,  is  Andrew  L. 
Hubt>ell,  of  Great  Barrington.    The  family  of  which  he  is  a  rejjre- 
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sentarive  was  founded  in  --Viiievica  by  Kicliard  Jiubbell,  who,  in  1647, 
came  from  Plymouth,  iinglaud,  and  icttled  in  New  Ha\en.  in  1690 
he  was  one  of  ilie  grantees  of  the  town  of  Fairfield,  Conncciicut.  He 
enjoys  the  honorable  distinction  of  liaving  been  the  founder  of  a  race 
eminent  for  patriotism.  It  is  estimated  that  tlte  descendants  of  Rich- 
ard Hubbell,  who  ser\-ed  m  th.e  Revohitionary  arm)',  outnumbered  th^se 
of  an}"  other  individual.  On„e  of  these  descendants  was  Silleman  Hub- 
bell,  grandfather  of  Andrew  L.  Hubbell,  the  present  representative  of 
the  family. 

Human  Hubbell,  son  of  Silleman  Hubbell,  was  a  meiiiber  of  the 
firm  of  Coe.  &  Hubbell,  merchants  of  Winchester,  Connecticut.  He 
was  a  man  of  great  strength  c>f  character  and  was  popular  •  v;ith  all 
classes.  He  held  the  ofhce  of  selectman  and  was  an  active  member  of 
the  Universalist  church.  He  married  Jane,  daughter  of  James  Boyd, 
of  a  very  old  Connecticut  family,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  two 
sons:  Andrew  L.,  mentii.>ned  at  length  hereinafter;  and  James  B., 
a  late  resident  01  St.  Paul,  Minnesota.  These  children  were  early 
deprived  of  their  ni'/aier.    Mr.  Hubbell,  the  father,  is  also  deceased. 

Andrew  L.  Hubbell,  son  of  Lunian  and  Jane  (Boyd)  Hubbell, 
was  born  in  1834,  in  W'insted,  Connecticut,  and  attended  common 
schools  and  academies  in  various  places.  Vic  came  to  Great  Barring- 
ton  as  a  young  man,  and  for  a  short  time  was  employed  by  B.  F.  Dur- 
rant.  Pie  then  engaged  in  the  clothing  business,  in  which  he  continued 
without  interruption  until  his  retirement  in  1894.  His  marked  success 
as  a  business  m^an  v.as  due  to  a  thorough  understanding  of  the  demands 
and  requirements  of  his  callirig-,  and  to  the  reputation  which  he  estab- 
lished at  the  very  outset  of  his  career  for  perfect  reliability  and  strict 
honesty  in  all  his  dealings.  For  fourteen  years  he  was  one  of  the 
directors  of  the  National  Bank.    He  always  took  an  active  part  in  town- 
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ship  altairs,  Joing-  al!  in  his  pnwcr  to  aJ.vaiu-e  ihe  best  interests  of  the 
community.  He  was  at  one  time  president  of  the  Ag-ricuUural  Soeicty, 
an<'  for  three  years  held  the  ofiice  oi  i^ckctman.  ric  was  an  old-time 
Republican,  having-  becii  one'of  th;u  historic  hand  who  cast  their  votes 
to  place  Lincoln  in  the  presidential  chair.  lie  was  prominent  in  the 
alTairs  of  the  organizati..'n,  and  acted  as  delegate  to  state  Republican 
conventions.  He  was  a  charter  member  of  ?\Ionument  Chapter,  Royal 
Arch  r^Iasons,  and  at  the  linie  C'f  his  death  was  president  of  the  Berk- 
shire County  Chapter,  Sons  of  liie  American  Revolution. 

Mr.  Hi'.bbcU  married,  in  1R57,  ?^Iartha,  daughter  of  Edward  P. 
Woodworth.  of  Great  Barrington.  'fliey  had  no  children.  Mr.  Hub- 
bell  died  at  his  home  in  Great  Barrington.  ^lassachuselts,  Fcl.iruarv  3, 
1905.  His  brother*  Janies  B.  Hubbell.  died  at  St.  Paul,  }ilinnesota, 
Deceinber  19.  1905. 

\VILLL\M  HEXRY  FALLOX. 

Although  a  coniparatively  young  practitioner  in  dental  surgery, 
the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  narrative  finds  his  time 
quite  completely  occupied  by  a  well  satisfied  clientele.  He  is  a  native 
of  Berkshire  county,  born  ]May  31,  1877. 

He  entered  Philadelphia  Dental  College  in  1897.  ^'^d  was  gradu- 
ated therefrom  with  the  class  of  1900.  For  a  short  time  thereafter 
he  was  assistant  with  Dr.  M.  \V.  Flynn,  Pittsfield,  tlien  establishing 
his  present  offices  in  the  England  Block,  North  street.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Massachusetts  Dental  Society,  of  which  he  is  executive  commit- 
teeman in  1905.  • 
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ADOLPIT  FFTXER. 

Arlisiic  tailoring'  is  a  recog-ni^ed  nirnlorn  neccssitv.  and  it  i?  the 
sntirce  of  much  openly  expressed  satisfaction  on  the  part  rrf  a  very  ku-g'e 
muTibor  of  very  excellent  people  that  the  subject  of  this  sketch  finally 
fixed  upC)n  Pittsfield  as  a  ]>ermanent  abiding'  place,  for  Mr.  I'einer  has 
abundantly  demonstrated  that  he  has  a  well-defineil  and  most  useful 
mission,  and  that  in  the  fore-front  of  the  merchant  tailoring  trade  in 
western  ^Massachusetts.  He  was  born  December  25,  1862.  in  Vienna. 
Austria.  Avliere  his  father  was  in  g'overnmental  employ  as  one  of  its  staff 
of  militaiy  -tailors. 

The  son  received  a  liberal  education,  initiallv  with  a  A-iew  to  taking' 
up  the  studv  of  engineering',  and  to  that  end  he  for  two  vears  attended  a 
preparatory  school  for  that:  profession.  Becoming  disinclined  to  adopt 
that  vocation  he  took  up  merchant  tniloring  under  his  father.  The  lat- 
ter, desirous  of  equipping  the  former  to  the  best  possible  business  advan- 
ta.ge.  sent  .\dolph  in  t88i  to  Dresden.  Saxoriy.  to  enter  \\h?.t  was  at  that 
time  the  best  cutting  school  in  Europe.  Piut  the  snn  cberi=;hed  another 
ambition,  that  of  seeking  his  fortune  in  America,  and  he  did  not  stop  in 
his  westward  journc}'  until  the  shores  of  the  new  vvirld  had  been  reached. 

For  two  }-ear-  he  was  em-f;!oyed  in  the  citv  of  New  York,  and  the 
following  two  years  in  Cincinnati.  Ohio.  Froni  1886  to  1895  he  was 
head  cutter  for  the  merchant  tailoring  establi.shment  of  Strauss  Brothers. 
Lexington.  Kentuckv-.  and  in  1896  came  to  Pittsfield  to  purchase  a  half 
interest  in  the  merchant  tailoring  department  of  J.  R.  Newman  S:  Sons, 
an  association  which  continued  for  three  years,  when  Mr.  Feiner  pur- 
chased the  Newman  Sons'  interest  and  removed  th.e  merchmt  tailoring 
btisiness  to  the  store  which  he  has  since  continued  to  occupy.  No.  40 
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Xorili  street.  ]>.[r.  Fciiier  has  tl.e  di.-tinction  of  hcmg  the  only  merclianl; 
ii!  liis  line  m  t'le  county  ?eal  who  de\-<4e?  a  store  to  business  purposes. 

^.Ir.  Feiner  is  a  niemi.'er  of  ihe  Masonic  fraternity  and  Kniglits  of 
PA'tliias.  He  finds  his  pleasantest  pasiiine  \\-iLh  h.is  bocks,  and  has  one  of 
the  Ijest  selected  libraries  in  Pittsfield. 

"     ■  •     AMOS  SMITH. 

■  Amos  Smith,  deceased,  for  manv  years  one  of  the  extensive  land 
owners  and  prominent  citizens  of  Dalton.  Berkshire  county,  Massa- 
chusetts, was  one  of  the  direct  descendants  of  .Xmos  Smith,  who  was 
hjvn  in  Ashford,  Co'.mecticut,  X(;.\-ember  21,  175S,  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Ame  Cliaftee  of  Ashford,  on  Ma>-  18.  1779,  and  subsequentJv 
settled  in  the  town  of  Dalton.  Six  children  were  the  result  of  this 
marriage.  vi.z :  Alvah.  .\bner,  David.  Amos.  Jr.,  Ame.  and  Avis.  On 
r\[arch  30,  1801,  An.ie  (Chaft'c?)  Smitli,  aged  foriy-twu  years,  died 
and  May  5.  1802.  .\nios  married  ?\iary  CoIuju,  of  Cummington,  for  his 
second  ^^■^fe.  to  wiiom  v.'ere  b<:)rn  five  children:  Rosv/ell.  Sclinda,  Sul- 
livan. Marv,  Cynthia.  Amos  flied  September  19.  ]8i4.  Mary  (Col- 
ton)  Smith  died  December  i.  1853.  aged  eighty-tliree  years. 

.Abn.er  Smith,  seconrt  s-'ju  of  .\mos  and  Ame  (Chaffee)  Smith.  \\a^ 
born  in  Ashford.  !Ma)'  26,  17S1,  and  came  U)  the  town  of  Dalton  with  his 
parents  when  a  child  of  three  years.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in 
this  vicinity  and  here  he  also  spent  his  active  busines.->  career.  On  Au- 
gust 25.  1810,  he  married  Alary  Driscoll,  Ix'irn  in  Rhode  Island.  Octo- 
ber 17.  1785.  and  the  following  named  children  were  the  issue  of  this 
marriage:  i.  Julia,  born  February  12,  1812.  was  married  three  times, 
first  to  .\bner  I'utnam.  leaving  three  children;  second  to  a  Mr.  Church, 
leaving  one  daughter  Jennie  (Churchj  Garrlncr,  li\-ing  in  Dalton.  and 


,,.-,.1  ...  viii  ],■:■]      w  '-y>fi 


BERKSHIRE  COUXTY 


others:  and  third  to  John  Hecox,    2.  Fdccta.  born  Deceiiiber  26,  1813.. 
became  tb.e  wife  of  ^^Larble  Foole,  of  Pittsfield,  ^lassachusetls,  leaving- 
two  children.  Kate  and  Charles.    3.  I)a\-id  Chaffee,  born  Januar}-  14. 
1817.  was  married  ]March  25.  J841.  to  Permelia  Comstcck,  of  Stuck- 
b"idge,  who  was  b.mi  Jimc  3,  1817,  died  October  7,  1894;  David  died 
^lay  22.  188S.  and  their  cltiich'en  were,  Ensign  ^I.,  borri  in  Dalton, 
August  19.  1S42.  married  Luc}-  Branch.  September  25,  1864.  has  two 
sons,  Rupert  and  Russell  A. :  Ensign  served  m  war  of  '61  to  '65.  was 
vcounded  in  left  lung,  for  several  years  was  interested  iri  granite  works, 
St.  Louis.  Miss.juri.  later  resided  iit  his  fatlier's  home,  Ni.irth  street.  Dal- 
to!),  where-  he  died  October  7,  1904.    David  C,  Jr.,  born  Decenil;er 
1.  1845.  '^^''^5  twice  married,  hrst  to  Luc_\-         Root.  April  14,  1867; 
second  to  Kate  A.  Fish.  ^.larcli   14.   1S74;    they  have  fue  children: 
^iiirray  E..  IvC>cce  J..   Ik-^sie  B..  Kittic  B..   Sarah  P.,   still  li\ing. 
Robert  Amos,   born   February    18,    1850.   married   Lucia   M.  Owen, 
of  Lee;    had  three  daughters:    Blanth  E.,  still  ii\-ing:    Clara  Belle. 
Clover  -vlildred,  resides  in  Dalton.    Permelia  E.,  born  Ma\-  it,  1852, 
married.  March  8,  187],  Henry  A.  Flale,  one  child,  Ann.ie  P.,  still 
living.  August  17.  1885,  became  the  wife  of  Clarence  Cady,  of  Wind- 
sor, now  resides  in  Pitts.^eld.    4.  Abner  Mar.shall,  born  Apiy  29,  1819, 
who  married  for  his  wi\-es  two  sisters.  Bet^^ey  and  Robie  Evans ;  chil- 
dren.-by  first  wife:  Grace.  Carrie.  Ethlin :  Grace  (Bowerman)  died: 
Carrie.  Ethlin  unmarried:  by  second  wife;  .Marshall,  a  physician;  Kittle. 
Lulu,  all  living  and  married.    Al)ner  ^Marshall  studied  medicine  while 
young,  became  a  well  known  physician  of  Pittsfield,  wh.ere  he  died 
May  23.   1889.     5.  Eliza,  born  May  31,   1822,  became  the  wife  of 
James  Lambdin,  of  Cincinnati.  Ohio,  after  whose  death.  April  25. 
1854.  aged  thirty-eight  years  and  six  niMitlis.  she  married  George 
Campion,  residing  in  Mauniee  Citv,  Ohio,  wh.om  she  survived,  dying 
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August  lo,  iSS8,  !ea\iug-  iv:  i<^uo.  6.  Aiuos.  bom  July  2.  1S23.  men- 
tioned nereinafror.  7.  Jnnie>  DrisclL  bin  11  December  13.  i8-'5.  mar- 
ried Racbel  Gleason,  liaving-  two  children:  Xellic  and  Mar'^hall, 
n<.m-  deceased.  Because  or  hi<  natural  rhymes  u-pon  local  atlairs  he 
was  tcrn-.ed  "Dalii  'n's  p.  iel.""  He  died  Ai>ril  22.  1893.  Abner  Smith 
flied  Aueust  22.  1864.  a^ed  eiGi'lity-tliree  }c.'n->.  ]Mary  Driscoll.  his 
wife,  died  April  30.  1854.  ai^e-l  sixty-eight  yeans. 

Am.os  Smith.  -:xth  ciiild  of  Abner  and  r\Iary  (Driscoll)  Smith, 
was  born  Tulv  _'.  1823.  }Je  received  a  conimon  school  cducaticn  which 
thoroughly  qualilied  Irhn  f.:  r  die  active  duties  of  life.  He  possessed 
the  sanie  sterling:  qua-iiies  .".i.  characterised  his  ancestors,  and  he  fol- 
lowed in  their  foot^te-ps  to  s.-'Uie  extent,  that  being  the  crdtixation-  of 
the  farm  and  the  marketing  of  the  extensive  lumber  under  his  charge. 
Pic  vvcrked  for  tl;e  Cran.e  family  ff  Dalton.  ^Massachusetts,  for  a  num- 
ber of  vears.  in  fact  nearly  all  his  life.  He  was  a  just  and  conscientious 
employer,  n.ever  expecting  a  man  to  perform  more  work  than  he  was 
able  to  do  in  a  day.  He  v.-as  acli'.ely  iriierested  in  local  affairs,  and 
served  his  town  as  selectman  eight  years,  besides  filling  min.or  offices 
and  serving  on  committees,  and  in  the  performance  of  all  these  varied 
duties  he  gave  the  utm.cst  satisfaction  to  his  superiors  and  fellow  citi- 
7.en=.  Fie  was  upriglu  and  honest  in  all  relations,  both  in  public  and 
private  life,-  and  thereby  vvrn  aiv'\  retained  the  esteem  and  confiflence 
of  all  with  whom  he  wa?  brought  in  contact.  ?v[ay  20,  J851,  Mr.  Smith 
married  Julia  Flint,  of  Dalt'.  n.  Massachusetts,  whose  parents  ^\  ere 
direct  descendants  from  England.  She  was  born  February  16,  1S22. 
died  October  14.  1889.  Their  children  are:  i.  Edith,  Ixirn  August 
7.  1859.  v.ho  became  the  v>;fe  of  Gideon  E.  Ferr}-.  of  Bccket,  ^bassa- 
chusetts,  atid  their  children  are:  Amos  Smitli,  Walter  A.,  and  Julia 
C.  Ferry;  they  make  the-'r  liome  on  the  site  of  the  old  Amos  Smith 
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hoitse  on  North  street.  Dahun.  2.  Belle  Lambdin,  born  IVfa}-  13.  J863: 
she  is  umr.arvieJ  ri::d  is  one  of  the  enterprising  women  of  the  state.  lier 
father  died  in  1S93,  and  left  a  large  number  of  acres  of  valuable  timl.-)er 
land.  Siie  purchased  lier  sister's  sliare  and  proceeded  to  conduct  a 
sawniili.  the  cutung-  and  rawing  of  the  timber  being  performed  under 
her  own  supervision.  The  lumber  being  sold  for  building  purposes  in 
Dalton  and  Pittsheld.    She  lias  been  vcr}-  successful  in  her  undertaking. 


^lORTI^IER  T.  CA^'AXAUGH.  :\L.  D. 

One  of  the  well-known  physicians  of  Berksliire  count}-  is  Dr.  Mor- 
timer T.  Cavanaugh  of  Great  I'arrington.  Dr.  Cavanaugh  is  of  Irish 
parentage.  He  is  the  son  of  Th.omas  J.  Cavanaugh,  A\ho  was  a  native 
of  county  Clare,  Irehmd,  and  in  1865  emigrated  to  the  Uriited  States, 
landing  in  Xew  York.  He  subsecpiently  moved  to  Hartford,  Connecti- 
cut, where  he  followed  his  trade,  which  v^'as  that  of  a  blacksmith.  In 
1S67  he  established  himself  in  the  general  blacksmithing  and  wagon- 
making  business  at  X'ort'h  Adams.  Alassach.usetts.  He  was  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  proprietor  of  the  .\merican  House  at  North  Adams  and  con- 
ducted the  establishment  successfull}-  until  his  retirenien.t  in  1S93.  He 
married  ]\Iargarct  Kehoe,  and  of  the  eiglit  cluldren  boin  to  them  six 
are  pov.'  liviiig,  among  them  being  }vlortimer  T.,  mentioned  at  length 
liereinafter.  Mrs.  Cavanaugh.  tlie  motiier  of  tliesc  cliildren,  died  April 
20,  1903,  sincerely  mourned  by  her  family  and  friends.  Mr.  Cavanaugh, 
the  fatlier,  is  still  living,  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him  as  a  man  whose 
success  is  the  result  not  only  of  ability  but  also  of  strict  rectitude. 

Mortimer  T.  Cavanaugh,  son  of  Thom.as  J.  and  Margaret  (Kehoe) 
Cavanaug-h,  was  born  July  31,  1S72,  in  North  Adams.  [Massachusetts, 
and  received  his  education  at  the  Drury  Aca<!eniy.    He  was  prepared 
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for  the  practice  of  iiis  chosen  profession  at  Bahiinorc  ]\Icdical  College, 
wliicJi  he  entered  in  1895  and  from  -which  he  rccciveil  i;i  1898  the  degree 
ci  Doctor  of  2\Iedic!ne.  After  one  year's  hospital  service  in  Baltimore 
(^Maryland)  General  Hospital,  and  as  demonstrator  of  path.ology  and 
bacteriology  during  sessions  of  i89vS-9g  at  tlie  Baltimore  Medical  Col- 
lege, he  entered  upon  the  practice  cf  his  jn'ofession  at  North  Adams  in 
1899,  and  in  Mav,  1901,  established  his  present  office  in  Great  Barring- 
ton,  v.-here  he  lias  a  large  and  constaittl}-  increasing  practice  of  a  gen- 
eral character.  He  is  a  member  and  secretary  of  tlie  board  of  health, 
also  a  nienibcr  of  tlie  Great  Barrington  school  board. 

REV.  DANIEL  F.  CRONIN. 

As  the  senior  R' -man  Cafh'"  Iic  pastor  in  Berkshire  cotrnty,  and  chair- 
man of  the  board  of  diocesan  examiners,  the  Rev.  Father  Cronin,  rector 
of  St.  Patrick's  Clmrch,  Flinsdale,  starids  pre-eminent  among  the  clergy 
of  that  denomination  in  western  ^Massacliusetts,  and  )iis  long  period  of 
strenuous  labor,  which  has  now  passed  the  quarter-century  mark,  forms 
no  small  part  of  the  history  and  development  of  the  Catholic  faith  in 
that  localit}'. 

Daniel  T.  Cronin  was  bor'i  in  Ireland.  Ele  pursued  the  jjrimary 
branches  of -Ins  education  in  the  'Worcester  public  schools,  and  was  grad- 
uated from  Holy  Cross  College,  that  city,  with  the  class  of  1869.  His 
theological  studies  were  directed  by  the  Sulpician  fathers  in  Montreal, 
Canada,  and  his  ordination  to  the  priesthood  took  place  in  the  winter  of 
1S72.  His  first  assignment  was  as  curate  at  Brookfield,  tliis  state,  where 
he  remained  for  four  years,  and  in  1876  he  was  appointed  to  the  Hins- 
dale pastorate,  \\hich  he  has  retained  continuously  to  the  present  time. 

St.  Patrick's  Church  was  erected  in  1852  through  the  efforts  of 
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ihe  Rev.  I'aiher  Cuddil:}'.  ot  Piitsfield.  who  h;ul  for  some  lime  prior  to 
that  d;tte  attended  tr.  ihe  spiritual  iiced.s  •>{  t'ne  f'lilhful  in  that  locahty. 
As  carlv  as  1S3J  Father  Fittcn,  i^'ne  o\  the  first  Cathoh'c  priests  to 
v!>i',  ^.Veston.  ^[assachusetl.s.  celebrated  mass  as  far  v.e^t  as  (h-eat  Baj-- 
rington.  andi  in  other  vihages  of  ?)crk>hire  count}-,  bnt  makes  no  men- 
tion of  having-  visited  Hinsdale.  As  previraisl}-  staled  ]'"ather  Cnddihy 
and  other  clergymen  from  Pittshcld  attended  the  Catholic  peo[)le  there 
uiiiil  tlicir  numbers  were  such  as  to  Avarrant  the  establishment  of  a 
sej>arate  j^.arisii.  and  in,  1868  the  Rev.  Father  Romano  became  the  first 
resid.ent  pastor.  The  new  parisli  of  St.  Patrick  inckided  Dalton,  Becket, 
I\Fidd!efield.  Washington.  \\'indsor  and  Pern.  Father  Romano  was 
succeeded  in.  Ma;.-,  1S72.  l.iy  tlie  Rev.  P.  \'.  Moyce,  an  aljle  instructor, 
ripe  scholar  and  eloquent  preacher.  wFo  died  in  the  following  Jnly. 
Rev.  P.  J.  Slieelian,  the. curate  at  Pittsfieid,  was  next  assigned  to  the 
Hinsdale  pastorate,  which,  he  retain.ed  until  called  to  his  re^^'ard  the 
ensuing  year,  and  he  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Pa.ti'ick  Mc^vlanus  in  April. 
1873.  The  latter  died  in  Decenil.-er,  1874.  and  tlie  pai  isli  was  in  charge 
of  Rev.  E.  B.  McKeeney.  as  "  locum  tenens  for  a  short  time,  or  until 
the  arrival,  in  the  fohowing'  January,  of  Rev.  Jolm  B.  Dale}',  wlio  was 
sticceeded  by  the  Rev.  Daniel  T.  Cronin,  in  July,  1876. 

A''jung,  energetic  and  vigilant,  h'ather  Crunin  found  ample  r^ppor- 
tunitx''  to  display  his  power  of  endurance  as  well  as  his  indefatigable 
zeal,  for  the  Hir.sdale  parish,  together  with  its  dependent  missions,  is  far 
from  being  a  .sinecure,  and  the  spirit  of  energy  and  optimism  which  char- 
acterized his  lab'-irs  in  this  locaht}'  have  proved  of  incstimal)le  value  to 
the  moral  and  religious  welfare  of  the  communit}-.  Xext  in  impurtance 
to  the  parish  seat  is  the  village  of  Dalton,  famous  for  its  industries  and 
the  moral  and  intellectual  superiority  of  its  inhabitants.  Here  the 
Catholics  and  Protestants  enjoy  the  blessings    of  neighborly  unity,  fac- 
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tioiial  discord  in  rc!i,^ii.:ri>  nuulcr?  being  ciuirel_\-  luikiiown,  and  here  llie 
frnitage  v\  Fadier  Crnnin's  inrliiencc  and  labor  is  vi-ibly  apjiarcnt  in 
the  hand.-'Mr.e  cliurch  :\i  St.  Agnes,  th.e  soinev.  liat  unusna!  circumstances 
relative  io  the  erecti<-n  oi  which  will  be  sh<;rt!y  referred  to. 

As  a  CntlvMic  center  oi  i,v,>])u!at!on,  Dalton  is  about  as  C)!d  as  Hins- 
dale. }ilass  was  celel:rated  liere  as  early  as  1842,  b}-  the  Ivew  Father 
Brady,  who  front  that  time  until  his  death  made  frequent  visits  to  the 
town.  Subsequently  the  ' Cath(dic  resid.ents  recei\-ed  the  attention  of 
F^.ther^  Cudidiliy  and  Purcell.  of  St.  Joseph's  Cliurch.  Pittsfield.  and  it 
was  i.ne  of  tlie  depeu'lent  missioPiS  of  the  I^itt-^hekl  parish  from  18G1  to 
1873.  In  the  latter  year  it  was  attaclied  to  St.  Patrick's  parish,  Hins- 
dale, and  wb.en  Fatlier  Crunin  became  coiu'ersanl  with  the  situatio-n  he 
comprehended  the  necessity  for  a  church  edifice  vrhich  would  be  mijre 
in  keeping  with  "It.-  ad\anced  c-'udition  of  ihe  Catholic  people  of  Dal- 
ton. rindi  he  acted  accordingly.  Flis  efforts  in  th.at  direction  resulted  in 
tlie  erection  of  St.  Agnes'  Clutvch.  in  1883.  at  a  cost  of  se\-entecn  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  lie  n^jt  only  received  the  symijathy  and  financial  sup- 
port of  in's  own  tlock.  but  the  I'rotestant  residients  as  well  entered 
heartily  into  the  work  in  order  to  demonstrate  in  a  substantial  manner 
their  interest  in  the  rehsfi'-us  work  of  dieir  Catb.olic  fellow-townsmen, 
and  also  th.eir  sincere  appreciation  of  Father  Cr':inin's  endeavors  in  be- 
half of  the  high  moral  stan.ding  t-f  the  communit}-.  Among  the  latter 
were  Messrs.  Crane.  Weston.  Carson  and  Brin\n.  Afr.  Brown  donated 
the  land,  the  well-known  Crane  faniiiy.  of  v.-hich  ex-Go\-ernor  and  now- 
Senator  Murray  Crane  is  a  distinguished  representati\e.  CMUtributed 
the  sum  of  one  thou>and  d'^Ilars  ti;  the  building  fund,  and  the  lion. 
Byron  Weston  presented  a  fine  church  bell.  The  contributions  as  a 
whole  were  so  liberal  as  tf»  enal;!e  I"athtr  Cri;niu  to  present  the  Bisliop 
with  a  new  church  wh.ich  r.n  \hc  flay  of  its  dedicaticju  was  bu.t  sligluly 
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enci!m])ereJ  wich  ('iebt.  Si.  Agnes'  Clnircli,  whicli  is  considered  thc 
ha;juson;csi  religious  edifice  in  Berkshire  county,  is  of  the  Gothic  style 
of  architecture,  has  ?.  scaring  capacity  of  nve  hundred,  and  is  located 
upon  ihe  handsomest  street  in  the  town. 

Father  Crcnin  is  gentle  in  manner,  ivitellcctual  in  liis  tastes,  and 
exceedir:g"lv  domestic  in  his  habits,  taking  s[)ecial  dtlig'lit  in  his  home  and 
people.  His  moral  and  religious  induence  in  both  Hinsdale  and  Dalton 
is  far-reaching,  and-  his  interest  in  educational  matters  has  been  pro- 
ducti-'.-e  of  much  public  benefit.  The  curates  who  have  labored  at  St. 
Agnes'  include  Revs.  George  !Nr.  Fitzgerald,  1SS3-85;  Tliomas  J.  Fitz- 
gcraM.  iSS^-87:  Trhn  T.  Xelligan.  18S8-90;  William  C.  :\lcCaughan, 
1S91-94:  Tames  M.  Pendergrast.  1894-98;  arid  James  A.  O'^^balley. 
1898  to  the  present  time. 

Father  O'Mallex-  is  a"  native  of  Clinton.  }^Jassachusetts,  uhich  is 
becoming  quite  famous  as  the  birthplace  of  Catholic  clergymen.  He  is 
a  graduate  of  Holy  Cross  College.  Worcester,  this  state,  and  studied 
theology  at  the  Brighton  Seminary,  where  his  ordination  to  the  priest- 
hood took  place.  His  first  duty  was  as  curate  at  St.  Johri's  Church, 
Worcester,  and  he  was  subsequently  "  locuin  tcnens  "  at  Corda\-il!e  a'ld 
Florence,  from  w'hencc  he  was  assigned  to  Hinsdale  and  Dalton.  He  i  = 
a  zealous,  scholarl}-  priest,  and  with  his  superior  shares  the  'o\e  and  con- 
fidence of  bDth  parishes. 

LOUIS  BURXS. 
Prominent  among  the  successful  merch^ants  of  Western  [Massachu- 
setts is  Mr.  Louis  Burns,  prr.prietor  .:,f  die  extensive  house-furnishing 
goods  establishment  in  the  Burns  block  rai  North  street,  Pittsheld.  He 
was  born  in  Thompscnville,  Connecticut,  January  17.  i860,  son  of  Wil- 
liam and  Elizabeth  CStevensj  Burns. 
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\^'iiiiam  B-arns  w:!?  a  native  of  the  county  ATonaghan,  noilli  of  Ire- 
land, wiiere  he  vva?  born  in  1S09  and  whence  he  came  lo  the  Ihhted 
States,  locating  in.  Xcw  ^"'ork  cily  in  l<'^30.  After  several  years"  resi- 
dence in  tlie  latter  city  lie  was  induced  by  Orin  Thompson,,  the  founder 
of  the  Thompson  Carjiet  Company,  to  locate  in  Thoinpsonvihe,  where 
he  was  installed  as  superintendent  of  a  de]Kn-iment  of  that  gigantic  in- 
dustry, then  and  still  the  largest  maiuifacturing  establishment  of  its  kind 
in  the  world.  This  connection  continued  for  a  peri(xl  a]>proximating 
fifteen  years,  when  ^vlr.  liurns  retired  therefrom  and  invested  his  con- 
siderable savings  in  establishing  tlie  Burns-McLean  Grocery  Cornpany 
at  Thompsonville.  After  years  of  successful  business  ho  soltl  out  his  in- 
terest to  his  panner  and  purchased  a  farm,  uj)0n  which  he  continued  to 
live  in  retirement  throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

William  Burns  was  a  prominent  type  of  that  large  and  splendid 
body  of  men  from  the  north  of  Ireland  whose  brain  and  brawn,  industry 
and  integrity  have  v/n-ught  so  benehcently  to  the  commercial  develop- 
ment C'f  the  United  States.  'Mv.  Burns  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  church  of  Tiiompsouville,  and  took  upon  himself  a 
large  share  of  tb.e  expense  incident  10  the  erection  of  the  cdihce  in  which 
that  congregation  worshiped.  His  wife  was  a  daughter  of  James  Stev- 
ens, who  came  from  Scotland  early  in  the  nineteenth  century  zind  located 
at  Thompsonville,  wiiere  he  was  stove  dealer,  tinsmith  and  coal  mer- 
chant. 

Louis  Burns  received  his  general  education  in  the  public  and  high 
schools  of  Thompsonville  and  began  his  preparation  for  business  life  by 
taking  the  course  at  Hannum  Business  College,  Hartford,  Connecticut. 
Immediately  thereafter  he  entered  the  employ  of  William  Calderwood, 
v/ho  conducted  a  general  store  at  Thompsunville ;  following  this  he 
clerked  for  A.  Sloan  &  .Sons  at  tlie  same  place. 
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In  iSSo  lie  went  td  S[>ringhel(l  ti^  take  charge  of  ihe  dniperies  dc- 
]>anine!!t  of  TVirbcs  ^:  Wallace.  Tii  18S2  he  re-igued  the  last  nientioncvl 
positi.M;  to  purcliase  in  Ciuijunci.uiii  wi'li  C.  W.  W'riglit  the  Sloan  busi- 
ness lieretofore  nientioned.  This  j)artnership  association  was  success- 
fully continued  fcir  nearly  five  years,  w  hen  Mr.  Buru:^'  impaired  licalth 
led  to  his  retirement  from  tlie  firm  and  temp-.^rarv  withdraw  ;d  from  busi- 
ness. In  18SS  he  reasscciated  himself  witli  Mr.  Wright,  a  house  fur- 
nishing goods  business  being  established  l;y  tlitm  on  Fenn  street.  Pitts- 
fieM.  under  the  firm  uanie  rf  Wright  &  Uunis.  In  1892  Mr.  Burns  sold 
his  interest  in  this  store  to  '\\r.  Wright  for  the  purpose  of  embarking" 
in  business  in  Troy,  Xew  \'ork.  This  project  was  'abandoned,  however, 
and  a  promising  opportunity  for  in\  estment  presentliig  itself  through  the 
purchase  of  t'iie  Stockbridge  House  ('now  Red  Lion  Inn)  livery.  Air. 
Purns  availed  liimscU"  thereof,  holding  and.  successfulh-  coiiducting  the 
same  uniil  its  advaritageous  sale  a  }-ear  kiter.  He  then  formed  a  part- 
nership as.sociation  with  W.  'J".  Petherbridge  and  re-entered  the  house 
furnishhig  goods  b-U'^iness  at  l^ittsfield  in  the  Up])er  Burbank  block, 
where  the  business  was  conducted  until  iSyS.  when  a  removal  was  nnade 
to  tiie  present  location  in  the  Xew  Burns  block,  Xorth  street.  ]\Ir.  Burns 
purchased  his  partner's  interest  therein  in  1899  and  is  now  its  sole  pro- 
prietor, the  business  conducted  by  him  bcin^g  the  largest  of  its  kind  in 
western  ^[assachusetts. 

He  married,  in  October,  18S3.  Elizabeth  Ingraham  Allen,  daugh- 
ter of  Isaac  A.  Allen,  manufacturer  of  Enfickl.  Connecticut. 

Properly  patriotic  in  his  devotion  to  the  Land  of  his  nativity,  ]\[r. 
Burns  cherishes  with  equal  enthusiasm  a  love  for  Bonnie  Scotland, 
whence  hi.s  ancestors  found  their  way  to  tlie  north  of  Ireland,  and  hi? 
eloquent  addressee  have  been  the  features  of  numerous  anniversary  oc- 
casions in  Berkshire  county  in  honor  of  the  memory  of  Scotland's  most 
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distingnisheii  and  best-laved  jioet — Bobbv  Burns.  He  frequently  quotes 
that  beautiful  tribute  to  tbe  irriniurtal  b;u-d  from  ilie  inspired  pen  of  tbc 
late  Robert  C.  fnjix-rsol!  upon  tbe  occasion  oi  liie  lattcr's  visit  to  tbe 
hunible  cot,  August  19,  1878: 

THE  P.IRTHPi.ACE  OF  DURXS. 

Thougli  Scotland  boasts  a  tbousa.nd  liames 

Of  patriot,  king-  aiid  peer, 
The  noblest,  g-randest  of  ibem  all 

A\\is  loved  and  cradled  liere. 
Here  lived  tbe  g-entle  peasant  prince. 

The  loving  cotter  king, 
Compared  with  whom  the  greatest  lord 

Is  but  a  titled  thing. 

Tis  but  a  cot  roofed  in  vitb.  straw. 

A  hovel  made  of  clay. 
One  door  shuts  out  tlie  snov»-  and  storm. 

One  window  greets  the  day ; 
And  yet  I  stand  within  this  room 

And  hold  all  thrones  in  scorn,  ■ 
For  here  beneath  this  lowly  tliatch 

Lt)ve's  sweetest  bard  was  born. 

Vi'itbin  tliis  hallowed  but  I  feel 

Like  one  who  clas]')S  a  shrine. 
V\"hen  the  glad  lips  at  last  have  touched 

The  something  deemed  divine: 
And  here  the  world  through  all  tbe  years, 

As- long  as  flay  returns. 
The  tribute  of  its  ]o\e  and  tears 
^.  ^^'ill  pay  to  R(l,'ert  Burns. 


THADDECS  Z.  AYER.S. 
The  subject  of  this  narrative,  now  living  in  retirement  at  his  home 
in  Pittsfield.  passed  his  business  life  in  tbe  furniture  trade,  for  some 
years  as  traveling  representative  for  an  eastern  house,  subsequently  as 
senior  meml>er  of  tbe  firms  of  Ayers  &  Jones  and  Ayers  &  Rcnne.  in 
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the  condi'.ct  of  a  Fcnn  street  (Pittsficld)  store  and  latterly  in  the  rnan- 
agemcr.t  of  i.he  furniture  estal^-Iisiinient  of  Tames  P.urn^  and  hi?  suc- 
cessors. H.  B.  \VcIlingtou.  Burns  (Louis)  &;  Pctiierhridgc,  and  Louis 
Burns.  Lp.pairou  health  led  to  his  retirement  in  1905.  ]\tr.  Avers  was 
geiienthv  recognized  as  one  of  the  hesi  informed  and  most  capable  men 
in  Ilis  line  of  trade  in  western  ^Massachusetts. 

By  his  marriage  to  Harriet  Harder  he  has  three  sur\'i\-ing-  cliildren  : 
Herbert  and  R<)bert  Aycrs.  in  the  employ  of  the  I'ittsfield  oflice  of  tlie 
American  lixpress  C'omp-uiy ;  and  T.  Z.  Avers,  Jr.,  with  the  Stanley 
Electric  I\Linufacturitig  Company,  ^itorningside. 

FREDERICK  S.  AY^LVR. 

Prominent  among'  the  progressive  men  of  Berkshire  c*-iunty  is  the 
g"cntleman  whose  nanie  frjrms  the  caption  for  these  memoirs.  He  was 
Ix^rn  in  the  citv  of  Xew  York.  "March  24,  1S39.  His  jiarents  were 
Samuel  and  Man.-  ('Seymour)  Aymar.  tlie  former  of  French,  the  latter 
of  English  ancestry.  Samuel  Aymar  was  1-orn  in,  Xcw  York,  and  for 
many  years  carried  on  a  successful  sbip-cliandler}-  business.  His  wife, 
a  native  of  Xorv^-aik.  Connecticut,  was  a  descendant  of  Captain  Thomas 
Seymour,  who  won  his  title  by  valiant  service  as  a  soldier  of  the  patriot 
army  in  the  Revoluti<jnary  v/ar.  Samuel  Aymar  remo\-cd  his  family 
from  the  neighborhood  of  the  Battery,  in  Xew  York  city,  where  his 
son  Frederick  v/as  born,  to  Brooklyn,  when  tlie  latter  was  fi;ur  years 
of  age,  and  in  private  schools  of  tliat  city  the  lad  recei\-ed  his  general 
education. 

His  business  career  b^gan  when  he  was  but  fifteen  years  of  age 
as  a  clerk  in  a  sb.ip-chandler's  establishment,  and  two  years  later  be 
entered  his  father's  employ  in  a  similar  capacity.    In  1870  he  was  ad- 
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mitted  to  partnership  in  tlie  concern  which  was  known  Wilham 
Aymar  &  Company.  He  reiired  troni  l)u>inc>s  in  1S79.  It  was  in 
187S  that  he  ti'ok  un  his  resilience  in  St'jckbridge.  r\Iassachu^etts.  where 
he  has  ever  taken  an  acti\e  interest  in  all  measnres  that  ha\e  con- 
tributed in  a  substantial  way  to  the  dewdopnient  of  the  home  of  his 
adoption. 

Obtaining  early  recogniition  as  a  mrjst  valuable  member  of  society, 
his  services  haxe  been  almost  constantl_\-  in  requisition  as  an  ofticial, 
and  he  has  discharg'ed  in  fullest  measure  every  du.i\-  that  has  devolved 
upon  him.  For  a  long-  tenn  of  years  he  was  a  member  and  chairman  of 
tlie  board  of  selectmen:  >erved  as  oxerseer  of  the  poor:  chairman  of  the 
txi-ard  of  health;  chief  engineer  of  th.e  fire  department,  for  the  organ- 
ization cf  -which  he  was  largely  re.-ponsible.  and  member  of  the  execu- 
tive committee  of  tlie  Stockbridge  Library  Association.  ;>.ir.  Aymar 
\Ya5  the  especially  acti\e  executi\-e  committeeman  in  the  securing  of 
plans  for  and  erection  of  the  recently  completed  town  hall  of  Stock- 
bridge.  Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  religiously  an  Episcopalian, 
and  has.  served  since  18S4  continuously  as  clerk  and  treasurer  of  St. 
Paul's  church,  lie  was  maile  a  ]\Iason  in  Montauk  lodge,  Brooklyn, 
and  is  an  honorary  member  of  Occidental  Lodge  of  Stockbridge. 

He  married  Mary  Seymour,  of  Stockbridge.  Four  cliildren  were 
bO!  'n  to  ^Nfr.  and  Irs.  Aymar,  of  whom  one,  brederick  S.  Aymar,  Jr., 
survives. 

DR.  GEORGE  W.  BRADLEY. 
A  graduate  of  a  regular  college  of  optical  science,  wherein  is  taught 
rhe  proper  adjustment  of  glasses  as  an  aid  to  obstructed  vision,  is  a 
recognized  necessity  in  e\ery  progressive  community,  and  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  who  is  now  devoting  his  energies  to  the  useful  calling  of 
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ail  optical  S}>ocialist  in  Xorth  Adams,  is  a  regularly  equipped  exponent 
of  that  science. 

Dr.  Gec.rge  W.  Bradlev.  evc>igiit  specialist,  was  btirn  in  Meriden, 
Connecticut,  July  19,  1866.  He  is  a  son  of  Leonard  H.  and  Mardia  jM. 
(Talmage)  Bradlev,  tlie  former  of  whom  was  born  ni  Lranford,  Con- 
nectiour,  in  February,  3839.  and  his  v.'ife's  birth  took  place  at  Cheshire, 
that  state,  in  January  of  the  same  year.  Both  are  now  residing  in  2\ieri- 
den,  and  Leonard  H.  Bradley  is  a  well  known  carriage  manufacturer 
of  that  town.  They  have  three  sons  ]i\'ing,  namely ;  Oscar  L.,  George 
W.  and  Aithur  C.  Bradley. 

After  concluding  his  attendance  at  the  public  schcvjls  of  his  nati\e 
town  George  W.  Bradley  became  connected  with  the  silverware  business, 
which  he  followed  for  a  period  of  three  and  onedialf  years,  and  the  en- 
suii5g  three  years,  he  de\oted  exclusively  to  the  interests  of  the  Young 
Glen's  Christian  Association.  Becoming  convinced  tliat  the  profession 
of  an  optician  offered  extraordinary  inducements  to  a  yor.ng  man  de- 
sirous of  ?.  scientific  as  well  as  a  useful  calling,  he  decided  to  thoroughly 
prepare  himself  for  the  work.  Entering  the  Philadelphia  Optical  Col- 
lege he  pursued  the  regular  course  in  optics  as  relating  to  the  princi])les 
of  human  eyesight  and  the  proper  manner  of  protecting  and  increasing 
it  by  artificial  means,  graduating  from  that  institution  in  1S90.  Re- 
turning to  2\leriden  he  established  himself  in  practice.  Li  1S96  he  re- 
moved to  North  Adams,  and  has  e\-er  since  practiced  his  si)ccialty  suc- 
cessfully in  that  city.  Dr.  Bradley  is  a  member  of  the  jMasonic  order, 
in  which  he  has  taken  the  Koyal  Arch  degree.  Lie  also  affiliates  with 
the  Royal  Arcanum,  Foresters  of  America,  Xew  England  Order  of  Pro- 
tection and  the  Workmen's  Benefit  Assrxriation.  Tn  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat.  He  attends  the  Baptist  church..  At  Aleriden,  Connecticut, 
July  22,  1S91,  Dr.  Bradley  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Alice  R. 
Feck,  daughter  of  Julius  C.  and  Grace  L.  Peck.  Of  this  union  there  is 
one  son,  Harold  T.  Bradley,  ir.'rn  June  6,  1892. 
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WESTOX  fa:\iily. 

The  Weston  family,  cne  of  the  bc^t  known  in  Berkshire  conn.ty.  has 
had  four  generations  of  iis  representative?  located  in  Da  Ron,  and  in  each 
of  these  gx-nej-ations-  one  or  more  of  its  mcmlx-rs  h.as  left  the  impress  of 
an  indi\iduah"t_v  standing  for  progress. 

Rev.-  Isaac  VVeston.  born  in  1773.  received  a  hb.eral  education  and 
became  a  Unlt;irian  minister.  By  appointment  of  President  3^Iadison  he 
iTilcd  the  C'ftlce  of  collector  of  the  port  of  New  fiedford.  \vhcre  he  was 
aggressively  acti\-e  and  successful  in  his  measures  for  the  protection  of 
that  coast  against  British  cruisers.  He  married  Sarah.,  daughter  of  Eliah 
Dean,  of  Taunton,  who  represented  the  Bristol  district  in  Congress.  Rev. 
V\"eston  came  in  1814  to  Dalton.  ^Jassacluiserts,  where  a  brothcr-indaw, 
Co'onel  Thomas  Green,  had  previously  located.  AA'ith  the  latter  gentle- 
man he  immediately  entered  into  business  relations  in  the  opei-ation  of 
a  smelting  furnace  and  foundry.  The  ore  used  iri  this  pion.eer  plant  was 
abundantly  found  in  the  brown  hematite  boulders  of  that  vicinage,  and 
its  products  v\-ere  potash  kettles,  plowshares  and  stoves.  He  also  in  the 
same  year  built  Daiton's  nrst  woolen  nn'H.    He  died  in  leaving  five 

children — Grenville,  Franklin,  Sarah,  Isaiah  and  Josiah.  Of  these,  Gren- 
ville  (born  in  1797),  better  known  as  "'Colonel''  Weston  through  his 
efficient  miliiary  service,  v.-as  a  man  of  strong  and  winning  personality, 
endowed,  moreover,  v.'ith  excellent  business  capacity,  which  was  utilized 
to  the  advantage  of  his  native  county  by  his  capable  discharge  of  tlie 
duties  of  numerous  ofiices  of  trust,  and  latterly  the  county  commission- 
ship,  wherein  hi.s  .services  were  especially  valuab'e.  He  had  a  large  prop- 
erty, most  of  which  had  to  be  sacrified  to  meet  obligations  incurred  by 
hirn  through  the  busine.-s  failure  of  a  friend  for  whom  he  had  endorsed 
heavily.    He  died  in  iS-Yi.  leaving  three  chikiren,  Grenville,  Sarah  and 
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Harriet,  all  or  wliom  reip.ovcd  to  western  states.  Franklin,  second  in 
order  ot  birth  of  Re\-.  We.^ton's  cliildrcn.  en.Q-aged  at  Dakon  in  \\oiilcn 
manufacture.  He  t^nk  an  especial  interest  in  l-'ree  ?»[asonry.  He  dieil 
in  1S67.  Ji'siab.  \\"eston.  tltird  snn  of  Rev.  I-;aia!i  Weston,  was  a  grad,- 
uate  of  Bor]cshire  ^Vfcdiical  Oilege.  and  was  for  a  few  years  inimeiliatel}- 
fe'^Ilowing'  cstablisiied  in  tlie  practice  of  itis  profession  in  Xatchez,  Mis- 
sissippi. Ketarning"  V:  Dalton  he  married  LiicincLa.  daugiiter  of  Zenas 
Crane.  In  1S57  he  \vas  th.e  Democratc  nominee  for  congress,  and  al- 
tliougl-i  in  enfeebled  health  he  made  a  vigorous  and  brilliant  canvass  of 
his  district.  His  oppunen.ts  were  the  Rc'.-.  }>[ark  Traftcjrd  oi  W'estheld, 
t!ie  Know-nothing  candidate,  and  Henry  L.  Dawes,  of  Pittsfield.  who  had 
been  put  in  nornination  by  the  new  Rei)ub!ican  party.  The  uljnoxioiis 
Kansas-Nebraska  bill  had  worked  ruin  to  the  Democratic  party  in  Massa- 
dui-setts.  andi  Dr.  Weston,  although  personally  very  popular,  was  defeated 
by  his  Repu.bh'can  c<'impetitor.  A  few  month.s  later  Dr.  Weston  died  in 
Washington.  1^.  C.  aged  forty-seven  years. 

Isaiah  AN'eston.  f':)t!rtli  of  the  '^ons  of  Rev.  Weston,  had  a  partner- 
ship a.-..sociation  with  his  broth.er  Franklin  in  the  wrjolen  mill  heretrifore 
referred  to.  and  the  store  operated  in  connectirjn  therevvith.  He  wa.s  a 
man  of  means,  and  indulged  to  an  extent  a  taste  for  agriculture.  He 
removed  in  1835  to  Fremont.  Illinois,  v.'here  he  d.ied  a  few  years  later. 
He  nirjrried.  at  Dalton.  Caroline  Curtis,  by  whom  he  had  four  children — 
Isaiali.  who  located  in  Colorado,  two  w  ho  are  deceased,  and 

Byron  Weston.  l;«jrn  in  Dalton  in  1S32.  three  years  before  the  re- 
moval of  his  father  to  Illinois.  The  inception  of  his  career  as  a  business 
man  put  him  in  touch  with  that  branch  of  manufacture  witli  which  he 
was  destined  to  be  identified  throughout  a  useful  and  signrdly  successful 
business  life.  He  was  a  bookkeeper  at  Saugerties.  Xe\\-  YMrk.  in  a  nu'll. 
the  specialties  of  wlu'ch  were  the  making  of  news  antl  book  paper,  and 
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whicli  wa?  nian;ii;-cil  hy  cne  of  iiis  micles.    Intcrc-.-toi  from  the  (/Lil'^ot  in 
paper  making",  lie  (ietcniriiiC'l  to  nia^^ler  its  (k-iail>.  and  sui.jjlcinented  liis 
initial  training- aUnig  tliat  iin.e  l-}"  ttrrnis  of  crnploynient  at  Lindlcy  Mnrray 
Crane's  mill  for  ilie  nianufaciui\;  of  fine  writing-  papers,  ;it  Ball-^ton,  Xew 
York,  and  in  S'lnic  r.-f  t'le  Ica'lino-  mills  of  liartford,  Conn.eoticut,  and  at 
Lee.  Massachusetts,    Siiorily  ;ifter  the  hreakint;-  out  of  the  war  of  th.e  re- 
bellion Mr.  Westi-n  pr<.ceevlcd  to  raise  a  cnnpany  for  the  h^orts-nintii 
Massachusetts  Regiment.- of  which  compan}-  he  was  chosen  cajJtain.  This 
regiment,  which  vva-;  enlisted  for  nine  montlis,  ser\-cd  for  one  >'c-ir  in  the 
Department  of  the  Gulf.  >h.aring-  its  full  measure  of  tlie  arduous  cam- 
paigns of  1862-63.  iiu-luding  the  siege  of  I'ort  Hudson,    Rcturn.ing  to 
Dalton.  and  resKired  after  a  k.rief  period  of  rest  from  the  debilitation  in.- 
cident  to  the  hardship-  of  army  life,  he  set  to  work  with  characteristic 
energy  10  establish  hinise'f  in  the  pajjer  nKinufactindng  business,  and  [)ur- 
chased  the  Messrs,  Henry  and  A.  S,  Chamberlain  plant,  located  in  tlic 
center  ci  the  V'wa.  which  was  the  outgrowth  of  the  fdd  "  I3efiance  " 
mill  built  l>y  Da\-id  Cars:  .n  in  1824.    Captain  W'e-ton  enkirged  and  prac- 
tically rebuilt  this  structure,  and  etpaippcd  it  witli  the  latest  and  best  ma- 
chinery for  its  proposed  product — linen  record  and  Icflger  papers,  ble 
also  bought  from  General  William  1~,  Bartlett  and  Colonel  Walter  Cut- 
ting the  mill  site  about  six  hundred  feet  distant  from  Defiance  mill,  where, 
in  1H55.  Captain  A.  S.  Cliamberlain  had  buiU  and  subscquentK-  o]ierated 
a  pajjer  making  plant.    Tb.is  mdl.  which  was  burned  in  1875,  was  not 
rebuilt.    Here  Captain  We-ton  erected  the  extcnvi\e  mill  known  as  "  the 
Centennia.l.'"    The  operatii  n  of  the?c  mills  has  been  am.ong  the  conspicu- 
ously successful  achievenieiits  in  the  great  manufacturing  interests  of 
western  Massachusetts,  because  of  be;ih  the  quantity  and  (-[uality  r.f  the 
output.    I'laced  in.  coni[fttition  with  similar  products  of  the  greatest  mills 
or  the  world,  the  ledger  pajiers  of  the  mills  have  ree-eived  gold  medals 
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and  other  testimonials  of  super-exceilenct-  \\  liercver  exhibited,  notably  at 
Philadelphia,  in  1S76;  Paris,  1S78:  Australia.  1882:  at  similar  exposi- 
tions in  New  York,  Boston.  Cincinnati,  Louisville,  Atlanta;  World's  Fair, 
Cliicago,  in  ^893;  and  the  Pan-American  Exposition,  Buffalo,  190.7.  Mr. 
V»"c5ton  \va^  ti]e  ardhcr  of  a  conipreliensive  and  most  instructi\-c  a.nd  erj- 
tertaining  history  of  paper  making  read  b\  him  at  tlie  recjuest  of  tfie 
Berkshire  Historical  arid  Scientific  Society  at  a  meeting  of  that  Ijody  in 
1S81,  ?.nd  v.-hich  he  subsequently  used  in  part  in  occasional  lectures. 
Among-  the  noteworthy  features  incident  to  the  groAvth  of  this  industry 
at  Daltcn,  has  been  th.e  sinking  of  great  artesian  wells  in  obtaining  the 
necessaiy  supply  of  absolutely  pure  water.  In  1892  the  present  company 
was  formed,  being  incorporated  undei-  the  name  of  the  Byron  Weston 
Company,  of  which  Governor  Weston  was  president  until  his  decease, 
Xoven:ber  S,  1898.  In  addition  to  t!ie  muhii;le  benefits  which  have  been 
the  direct  outcome  to  this  community  of  these  enterprises,  such  as  the 
laying  out  of  streets  and  the  building  of  many  homes  for  employes,  Gov- 
ernor Weston  has  done  much  to  contribute  to  tlie  healthy  and  rapid  dc\'el- 
opment  of  tlie  town,  notably  in  the  erection  of  his  own  spacious  home, 
v.-ith  its  beautiful  grounds,  and  the  substantia!  business  block,  ^vith  public 
hall,  built  in  18S2.  Hi?  l;usiness  counsel  was  highly  esteemed  and  his 
association  secured  in  tlie  directorates  of  numerous  im[)ortant  institutions, 
and  his-'service  to  the  commonwealth  emb-raced  a  term  in  the  state  as- 
sembly of  1874  as  senator  from  northern  Berkshire,  and  his  eilicient  and 
dignified  discliarge  of  the  duties  of  the  ot'fice  of  lieutenant-governor  of 
the  state,  to  which  he  was  elected  in  1879,  18S0,  and  188 1,  with  PTon. 
John  D.  Long  as  the  candidate  for  first  gubern'irorial  honors.      ,  _  • 

Governor  Weston  was  as  happy  in  his  marital  relations  as  he  was 
successful  as  a  business  man.  The  lady  of  his  choice  v/as  Miss  Julia 
2.1itchell,  to  whom  he  v/as  married  in  1865.    To  them  were  born  sc\'en 
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children:  Franklin:  Eileii.  wife  of  Hale  ITokleu.  of  l\ans:is  City,  Mis- 
souri; Louisa  E.,  Tn!ia  Caroline.  Philip.  Dorothy  D.,  an<t  Donald  !\r. 
WcstoPi.  ^\rrs.  We.^LDii  was  beloved  and  honored  ])y  all.  and  her  demise 
ori  September  4.  1902.  was  a  profonnd  grief  in  the  comuiunitv  which  she 
had  for  so  many  }ears  graced  with  hei  presence  and  beneficence.  Of  her 
children  the  first  born  was 

Franklin  Weston.  Altliough  the  decease  of  Go\-ernor  AVeston.  was 
a  recognized  great  loss  to  Berkshire  county,  and  was  naturally  felt  with 
especial  force  in  the  place  of  his  nativity,  where  his  life  work  was  so 
splendidly  contributory  to  its  we!!  being  and  - development,  he  most  for- 
tunately left,  as  a  heritage  to  that  community,  a  sou  trained  under  his 
cvvn  v.-ise  coujisel  to  assume  the  burden  of  large  responsiljility  wlhch  he 
laid  down. 

Franklin  W'estoi'.  was  born  August  13,  1866.  He  attended  Greylock 
Innitute,  Phillips  Academy  and  v/as  graduated  from  Andover  with  the 
class  of  1887.  With  this  substantial  general  education  as  a  foundation, 
he  immediately  entered  his  father's  m.ill,  tliere  to  .obtain  that  practical 
knowledge  of  paper  n;aking  in  all  its  branches  that  equi^jpcd  liim  for  his 
subsequent  business  career.  Upon  the  incorporation  in  1S92  of  the  Byron 
Weston  Company,  of  which  his  father  was  president,  the  son  became 
treasurer,  and  in  1899,  the  year  following  Governor  Weston's  decease, 
was  elected  to  its  presidency.  The  continued  prosperity  of  this  great 
industry  is  a  suiTicient  attestation  of  the  business  capacity  and  is  as  well 
a  certain  indication  of  the  business  integrity  of  its  efiicietit  representatives. 
The  recognized  equipment  of  }vlr.  Franklin  Weston  for  valuable  service 
in  the  business  world  is  further  suggested  b}-  his  directorship  iti  the  Berk- 
shire Life  Insurance  Company,  the  Third  National  Bank  of  Pittsfield, 
and  as  trustee  of  the  Berkshire  County  Savings  Bank.  Lie  was  one  of 
the  incorporators  and  original  stockholders  and  is  one  of  the  board  of 
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direcuirs  of  tlie  Bcvksliire  Sireei  Railway  Gjiupanw  ITe  lakes  ;in  actix'C 
interest  in  Grace  Episcopal  clnircl!,  of  Dalton.  of  which  he  has  I)een  a 
warJcii  since  iu  e>tablishnient  in  iSt)2. 

PTc  was  n;arrica.  June  14.  1S93.  to  I^diih  C.  (huiqlilcr  of  I'ldward  S. 
Brewer,  of  Sprir.gileld.  Ma.-sachusetts.  Wv.  and  ^Frs.  Weston  have  four 
chiidre.i:   Corinne.  Byron.  Ehzabctji.  and  Julia  C'ar'.)h!ne. 

WILLIAM!  flKXRY  DE?dOXT. 

\\'inian]  Henry  Dement,  who  occupies  a  liigh  place  in  die  business 
circles  of  Pittsfield.  llerksliire  county.  M assa.chusetts.  was  burn  July  26, 
1S41.  a  son  of  John  Deir.unt  (  sometimes  spelled  Derniont),  and  one  of 
six  children,  namely:  Elizabeth,  who  married  William  }^filler;  they 
make  their  home  in  Bridgepnrt.  C'onriecticnt ;  Jeannetlc.  wlu.  ' married 
Josepli  Home,  of  .Vdanis,  Massachu^etls ;  William  11..  mentirniedi  at 
length  liercinaftev :  .Ann,  wlv.j  married  Henry  AV'aters,  of  Adams;  James, 
wht->  married  Adeline  ,  of  Adaius;  Marion,  the  wife  of  Ed- 
ward Andrews;  they  reside  in  Adams,  and  ha\e  one  child,  J^etia.  who  is 
the  supervisoi-  of  drawing  in  Hunlingtijn,  ^Massachusetts,  and  a  ver\- 
talented  young  woman.  The  father  of  these  children.  Jnhn  Denujnt,  was 
a  native  of  Renfrewshire  }3ridge,  Scotland,  who  in  1S54  emigrated  to 
this  country,  locating  in  Adams,  r)erksinre  county,  Massachusetts, 
where  he  was  engaged  for  a  year  in  the  cotton  indu.^tries.  In  1B55  he 
was  enabled  to  send  for  his  family. 

William  Henry  Demont  acquired  but  a  limited  education.  At  the 
age  of  nine  years  he  was  in  actual  employment  as  assistant  to  a  c(jtton 
and  silk  printer  in  his  native  land,  and  three  years  later  was  employed 
in  a  cotton  n.iill.  After  his  removal  to  Watcrbury,  Connecticut,  he 
learned  the  trade  of  machinist,  which  occupation  he  followed  during 
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thf  remaiiii'u.i"  of  hi.s  acri\e.  woildi'.i;'  iii'c.  In  1873  he  renmve;!  tu  F'lUs- 
nelcl,  wiicrc  iie  \v;i5  ciiyrigcd  :U  his  inido  in  the  Taconic  mill.  \ftcr  a 
lew  \c;ns'  service  in  ihe  latter  place  Mr.  J^enU'nt  entered  the  Lie!!  Ai.^ 
mill,  remaining  tlicre  i<-<r  elc\-en  years,  ami  the  suceeeJ.ii  ig  tii'tcen  years 
he  was  engaged  iii  liie  r\>ntv>(isuc  Woolen  Company  as  millwrighl  and 
maehini-t.  ^tr.  Deme.nt  is  a  hrst-elass  mechanic  an.d  excellent  hnsiness 
man.  He  was.  one  of  tlie  pioneer  hniiders  of  the  Xoi  th  street  heights, 
which.  i>  n.ow  covered  with,  rarni}-  1  cainil'ul  nttracti\e  inimes.  He  is  ex- 
tensively interested  in  real  estate,  and  since  his  retirement  from  active 
busiiie-s  life  in  1S9.S  h.as  dc\"Oted  h.is  attention  to  his  real  estate  intercuts. 
Mr.  Den-jont  is  a  man  who  has  reached  a  high  place  in  hnsiness  circles 
through  his  own  cxcrii^n  andl  perseverance.  He  started  in  life  witli 
very  few  advantages,  a  limited  education,  and  nu  capita!  except  those 
success-brir.ging  qualitie-.  unfailing  energy,  determination  and  perse- 
verance, and  has  reachci  ;m  en\dable  place  in  the  ranks  of  .successful 
and  prosperous  business  men.  Politically,  ^.Ir.  DemcnU  attiliates  with, 
the  Republican  jjarty.  He  and  his  faniily  are  regular  and  consistent  at- 
tendants of  the  South  Congregational  church,  in  186..1.  W  illiam  Henry 
Demont  was  united  in  marriage  t.)  Elizabeth  Meal,  and  the  following 
named  children  were  the  issue  of  this  uniijn  :  Carrie,  born  1865,  married 
•Thomas  Holmes;  they  reside  in  Pittsfield  and  have  one  child,  Idortmce 
E. ;  Fred  Albert,  born  in  1871,  married  -Vnnie  Wright,  of  North  Adaitis ; 
they  make  their  h(.me  in  W'atervliet.  Xew  York,  and  have  one  daughter. 
In  1871  Mrs.  Demo.nt  died,  and^  William  H.  Demctnt  married  for  'his 
second  wife  Eliza  O'Brien.  One  son,  William  Henry,  jr.,  was  born  to 
them.  He  married  Jessie  Dickie  arid  the\-  li\e  in  Watertown,  Xew 
York.  In  i88o  Eliza  (O'Brien;  Demont  died,  and  Mr.  Demont  t(jok 
for  his  third  wife  Su.san  fl.  Teeling,  a  daughter  <:)f  Charles  and  Susan 
Teeling.  of  Rensselaer,  Xeu  York. 
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FRAXK  ^lORTIMKR  WATERS. 

That  tlie  g'tritlenum  wiiC'Se  name  introtluces  this  narraii\e  has  been 
a  va!uab-C  citizen  of  the  ]^/iace  of  hi?  nativit}-.  is  attested  1;}'  many  monu- 
ments of  a  most  enciuring  kind  there  and  clsev,  h.ere  in.  Berkshiire  count}- — 
beautiful  home?  and  imposing  business  edifices,  the  stone  and  brickwork 
of  which  were  erected  by  hini:  and  this  work  is  standing  the  test  of  time, 
silent  but  forcefn!  tokens  of  th.e  ruggt^d  honesty  whicl;  is  the  crowning 
characteristic  of  the  bv.iider. 

He  was  bori:  in  Adams.  April  27,  1844,  son  of  the  late  William  and 
Harriet  (Kane)  V.'aters,  natives  of  Berkshire  ccmnty.  of  Scotch-Irisli 
descent.  The  late  V\'i!liam  Waters  wa3  for  man.y  years  the  leading  mason 
of  A:>.dams,  and  the  son,  Frank  Mortimer  Waters,  inherited  the  father's 
mechanical  skill.  The  latter  attended  the  public  schools  in  Adams  and 
began  the  learning  of  tlie  mason's  trade  under  his  fatlier  and  continued  it 
at  Waterbury,  Connecticut,  v.diither  he  had  gone  witli  the  expectation  of 
remaining.  Visiting  Adams  in  1864,  his  patriotism  was  aroused  and  he 
enlisted  in  the  Eighth  Massachusetts  A'olunteer  Infantry  Regiment,  with 
which  conimand  lie  ser-ed  until  the  clctse  of  liie  civil  war. 

Returning  to  Adanis.  he  was  employed  as  a  journeyman  mason  until 
1870,  v.'hen  he  entered  into  business  as  a  contractor  for  mason  work, 
which  vocation  lie  has  follov.-ed  continuously  since,  meeting  with  the  suc- 
cess to  v.-hich  honest  voorkmanship,  honest  materials  and  general  business 
integrity  entitled  hini.  His  own  home  is  located  upon  one  of  the  most 
charming  sites  for  residences  in  the  Berkshires,  and  n.ear  it  are  a  number 
of  dwelling  houses  erected  and  owned  by  him.  Elis  building  operations 
have  extended  throughout  western  Alassachusetts,  including  numerous 
large  structures  in  Pittifield  and  North  Adams.  ^Ir.  Watcs  was  one  of 
the  original  stockholders  of  the  Greylock  National  and  Co-operative 
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Banks  of  Adams.  He  is  a  mcinbcr  of  Berkshire  Lodge.  Free  and  Ac- 
cepted ]\ra5on?.  and  Berksliire  G^anter,  Royal  Arcli  ^.[asons.  The  family 
church  connection  is  Meihodi-t.  iSh.  Waters  having  l't:en  for  ten  years 
one  of  the  hoard  of  trustees  of  Adams  }v[etliodist  Episcopal  church. 

Tie  pjarricd.  in  1867.  .sfarv  A.  Andrews,  c^f  Cambridge,  New  York, 
who  died  in  iSoo.  her  son.  George  L..  having  been  b'')rn  in  3876  and 
died  in  1878.  Afr.  Waters  married  (second)  February  27,  1894.  Eliza- 
beth, daug-hter  of  the  late  Daniel  and  Elizabedi  (  Baum)  Goettel,  of  Syra- 
cuse. Xcw  York.  Afr.  and  ?d;rs.  Waters  have  a  daugFter,  Frances  Louise 
V.'aters.  born  :\F-iy  31,  189^..  :Mrs.  Waters  is  a  sister  of  the  Rev.  Philip 
Goettel.  v>dio  v/as  pastor  from  1893  to  1898  of  Adams  ^lelhodist  Epis- 
copal church,  and  isjiov."  in  the  ministry  in  Troy.  Xew  York.  He  is  a 
graduate  of  Drew  Thological  Seminar}-. 

WTLLTA^f  AUGUSTUS  FULf.ER. 

Dr.  Samuel  Fuller  (i  ),  the  progenitor  of  the  Fuller  family  in  Amer- 
ica, was  of  Engrhsh  birth,  had  been  a  deacon  in  John  Ivobinson's  church 
in  Leyden,  Holland,  and  in  1620  came  to  Plymouth  Colony  in  the  Ishiy- 
flovrcr,"  being  one  of  the  signers  of  the  famous  compact  in  the  cabin 
of  that  memoral;le  sh.ip.  He  was  accompanied  by  his  brother,  Edward 
Fuller,  who  is  said  to  have  been  a  lav/yer,  and  to  have  drafted  that  his- 
toric instrument.  Edv/ard  Fuller  died  during  the  thirst  terrible  winter 
at  Plymouth,  leaving  one  son.  who  was  brought  up  by  his  uncle,  Dr. 
Samuel  Fuller,  as  shown  in  the  will  of  the  latter. 

Dr.  Samuel  Fuller  v.-as  the  first  physician  in  I'lymouth  Colony,  and 
his  will,  the  first  to  be  recordefl  there,  can  still  lie  seen  in  Plymouth 
Colony  Records,  volume  i,  part  i,  poge  22.  Dr.  Sanrael  Fuller 
was  married  three  times;  his  first  wife,  Elsie   (Glasscock)  Fuller, 
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died  in  England;  his  second  wife.  Agnes  ( CarpcMitcr)  l-"ullev,  died  in 
Leyden:  his  iliird  wife.  Bridget  (Lee)  J'nlier.  whom  he  married  in 
Levdien  in  1617,  did  nut  accompany  him  on  the  "  .\(ayl]<wver."  bnt  came 
over  in  tiie  Ann.e  "  in  1623.  Two  children  ere  born  to  Dr.  I'nlk  r: 
Samne!  and  Mercy. 

Samuel  Fn'ler  (2).  son  of  Dr.  Samuel  Fuller,  was  born  in  1624  ami 
died  Au.gust  17.  1 695.  He  had  been  deacon  o\  th.e  church  at  I'lymouth 
and  was  ihe  first  pastor  of  the  Crtngregational  church  at  ?vfiddleb'jro. 
^lassachuseils.  lie  was  (;rdained  December  20,  1O94,  hut  und.er  a  li- 
cense to  preach  and  exdiort  he  labored  sixteen  years  prior  to  his  ordina- 
tion,   lie  married  lJiza];cth  Brewster. 

Dr.  Isaac  Fuller  (3).  son  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Brewster) 
Euller.  died  in  1727. 

Samuel  Fuller  (  4)  \vas  a  son  of  Dr.  Isaac  and  IMary  (.Eddy)  Fuller. 

Zadock  F'ulier  (5).  son  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (/idiompson) 
FAiller.  wa.s  bora  in  Halifax,  Alassachusetts.  September  jg,  1744,  and 
died  in  Lanedjor''\  Alassacbiusetts.  September  17.  1818.  The  name  of 
Zadock  Fuller  appears  with  ran.k  of  private  on  muster  roll,  com]>any  re- 
turns, and  among  signatures  on  order  for  bount}'  in  Captain  John  Bi'ad- 
lord's  company,  Colonel  Theophilus  Cotton's  regiment,  eight  months" 
service,  in  1775.  (  ?^Iassachusetts  Recf.-rds,  volume  14.  page  36;  \'olume 
5G.  page  71  ;  volume  57,  lile  8.)  He  inarried  .Vlice  Prirter.  Decemljer  3. 
1767. 

Jabez  Fuller  (6j,  son  of  Zadock  and  Alice  (  Porter)  Fuller,  was 
born  Jairuary  27,  i"/"/;},,  in  Halifax.  }\Iassachusetts,  and  died  July  31. 
1855.  in  I^nesboro,  ^^[assachusetts.  He  acquired  a  common  school  edu- 
cation, followed  the  quiet  but  useful  calling  of  agriculture,  was  a  Ci;)n- 
gregationalist  in  religion,  and  a  Democrat  in  politics.  He  married 
Hannali  Tuttle.  bom.  in  Flamptonburg,  Orange  count)  ,  Xev,-  ^'ork,  1780, 
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in  tlie  fivvt  h<iii?e  erected  in  ihnt  towiisb!]).  She  was  a  de.-cendant  of  one 
of  the  iirsr  settler,-;  cf  Oraiigc  eiuintx',  and  Ijelimged  to  the  BuH  faniilx'. 
well  kn.iwn  in  tiie  history  of  (')ran.ge  e-^unvy. 

William  .\uL:-u>tus  l-uller  (7).  S(;!}  of  Jahez  an.d  Hannah  (  Tnttle) 
Fifiler.  was  V.^rn  in  I. a". lesl ;',.;•(«.  Ma->:iehL!seits.  Ajjvil  jy,  1815.  .'vfter 
conipleii'.-ig"  a  coninirm  school  education  he  scr\-ed.  in  the  caj)acity  of 
teachicr  many  years,  a  nositi.-.n  for  which  he  was  well  quahhed.  Later 
he  v."as  superinteiulcr.t  of  wwrks  iov  the  dlggin.t;-  of  \\liite  (iiiariz  sand 
at  Chc-liire  and:  at  Berkshire.  Mas^achnsetts.  From  1856  to  1868-69, 
a  period  of  hetween  tweh.x-  and.  thirteen  vears,  lie  was  a  merchant  in  Lanes- 
boro.  was  identified  for  many  years  witli  the  Berkshii-e  Glass  Ccimpany, 
and  fr..;n  1875  to  1897.  a  ])eriod  of  twenty-two  years,  was  the  manager 
of  the  Page  iK:  Harding-  Glass  Company's  store  at  Berkshire.  He  was  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  at  various  times  filled  the  oflices  of  town  clerk, 
assessor,  a  mennlx-r  of  the  sciiool  committee,  and  justice  of  the  peace.  He 
joined  tlie  Lanesb<.iro  Ct-ngregationrd  chvnxh  in  1846,  in  which  bo<l\  he 
served  as  clerk  for  tln'rty-eight  years,  dcac':.'n  fijr  twenty  }ears,  and  super- 
intendent of  th.e  Sunday  s-chool.  He  was  one  of  tlie  founders  of  L'nion 
Chape!  at  Berkshire,  erected  in.  1888,  and  was  superintendent  of  Jjerk- 
sliire  Sunday  school  from  1S75  to  1897.  Ble  belonged  to  I'pton  Lodge, 
l-"ree  and  Acce])ted  Masons,  Cheslure.  iNLissachusetts. 

William  Augustus  Fuller  married  (hrz^t),  1837,  Adelia  Weed,  of 
Lanesborij,  [Massachusetts,  daughter  of  F.noch  and  Sila  Weed,  and  two 
children  were  born  to  tliem :  l.  Rose  Ellen,  born  in  i8_ii,  died  Xuvem- 
ber  22,  1848;  2.  Herbert  Augustus,  l;orn  June  6,  1S4J,  died  April  20, 
189.5:  he  was  register  of  deeds  in  Xorthern  Berkshire  District,  at 
Adams,  Massachusetts.  Lie  married  Gertrude  Allen,  September  25,  JS64, 
and  their  children  were:  l:Lmma  Adelia,  F-'va  Lillian.  Ella  3.fa}-,  and 
Katie  Benton  Chamberlain.    Herbert  .\..  Fuller  married  (second)  Xellie 
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T.  ]\Ioore.  IMarcli  5.  18S4.  and  tlicy  were  the  parenls  of  one  child,  Niiioo 
Letice  Fuller.  AVilliarn  A.  Fuller  man-ied  (seeorifl).  at  Cheshire.  ?\Iassa-- 
chusett?,  Ocioher  14.  1S56.  Mary  Cole,  daughter  of  David  and  Pr^lly 
(Rice)  Cole,  and  tliey  were  the  parents  of  one  ch.ild,  Mary  Anna  (Ben- 
nett), born  December  i,  iSGi,  graduated  from  \A'elIesIey  College,  18S4, 
and  follows  the  vocation  of  teacher.  William  Augustus  Fuller  died 
Tune  5.  1897. 

VALMORF  AUGUSTUS  AMdUrAKER. 

\'almore  .-\ug-asius  Wh.itaker,  treasurer  of  the  North  Adams  Sav- 
ings Lank,  --and  honored  an]  respected  in  financial  and  business  circles 
in  v,-estern  ^Massachusetts,  was  born  ]\[arch  14.  ]S35,  in  the  city  which 
is  vet  liis  home  He  is  a  representative  of  one  of  the  old  families  in  this 
part  of  the  state.  IFs  paternal  grandparents  v.-ei-e  Ezra  and  ]Mary  Vvdht- 
aker,  who  oc'cuj/ied  a  house  on  the  Peter  Tower  farm  on  the  west  road 
to  Adams.    Thev  belonged  to  the  Society  of  Friends. 

Ezra  D.  Vs'hiiaker,  father  of  Valraorc  A.  Whitaker,  v/as  born  in 
North  Adams,  June  21,  1797,  acquired  his  education  in  the  ]>ublic  schools, 
after  which  he  engaged  in  teaching  for  sonie  time  in  Hancock,  Massa- 
chusetts, and  Tlic  Notch.  From  1829  until  1835  he  was  engaged  in 
the  groceiy  business  in  Troy.  New  Yurk,  but  with,  the  exception  of 
that  period  he  was  for  fifty  years  identified  v^dth  business  interests  in 
North  Adams.  He  v/as  associated  at  different  times  with  Ezra  Erovv'n 
and  Giles  Tinker  and  was  identified  with  various  interests,  industrial  and 
commercial  pursuits  in  North  Adams.  He  was  engaged  in  merchan- 
dising, was  also  the  first  expressman  and  insurance  agent  in  the  town, 
and  was  the  treasurer  of  tlie  North  Adams  Savings  Bank  for  fifteen 
years.  He  continued  in  the  insurance  business  until  he  transferred  this 
to  his  sou  Clarence,  and  he  was  succeede*!  in.  the  treasurership  in  the 
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bank  bv  bis  son  Valiiiore  A.  In  i>^74  retired  from  business,  after  a 
Icnc',  usefu.!  and  active  career,  b.aving  acquired  a  biaiidsome  competence 
tbat  classed  bin::  witb  tbe  substanual  citizens  of  western  i\Iassacbusetts. 
He  was  Uut  alone  promiuc;iT.  b.owever,,  as  a  rcnresentatix  e  of  commer- 
cial and  fmancial  interosrs,  bur  was  aL=.)  intluentia]  in  pnbHc,  poHtical  and 
mihtary  circles.  From  1845  until  1S55  be  bcld  the  oflke  of  trial  justice 
in  North  Adams,  and  in  1S40  represented  bis  district  ui  the  state  legisla- 
ture. He  ^vas  an  advocate  of  tlie  AMiig  party  ui:til  its  dissolution  and 
the  formation  of  tbe  Repub'.ican  party,  ar.d  continued  one  of  tbe  stalwart 
supportci-s  of  tbe  latter  until  bis  demise.  In  J 830  h.e  was  C(.)mmissioned  a 
captain  in  the  state  militia,  ar.d  was  thus  closely  connected  witb  tbe  mili- 
tary interests  of  tbe  state.  He  w-as  a  :Master  ^^lason  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  which  occurred  May  4.  18S9.  was  tb.e  last  surviving  charter 
member  of  l^Fayette  Lodge.  On  July  9,  1845.  united  with  the 
Baptist  church,  of  which  be  remained  an  active  and  consistent  member 
until  his  death.  Ezra  D.  W'hitaker  was  twice  married.  In  1818  b.e 
wedded  Julia  A.  Lapbam  and  they  bad  one  daughter,  Mrs.  D.  -\[c- 
Elwaiii.  On  September  30.  1824.  be  married  bis  second  wife,  Amanda 
M.  Jones,  who  had  six  children,  but  two,  Eugene  and  Julia,  died  in  in- 
fancy. Tliose  w^ia  lived  to  maturity  were  Mortimer,  who  was  judge 
of  tbe  district  court  of  Cbicopee  and  died  in  1863:  A'ainiore  A.;  Ezra 
]..  who  ranked  as  chief  engirieer  in  the  United  States  navy  and  ilied 
August  20,  'rS95;  ^^^^  Clarence,  who  succeeded  bi:^  father  in  tb.e  insur- 
ance business  and  died  ]^Iarch  19,  1886.  Tbe  parents  celebrated  their 
golden  wedding  September  30.  1S74,  and  the  mother  died  August  20, 
1875- 

V'aimore  A.  W'hitaker  was  educated  in  tbe  public  schools  and  at 
Drury  Academy,  from  which  latter  institution  lie  vv'as  graduated  in  185 1. 
He  entered  upon  his  business  career  as  a  salesman  in  a  store  in  North 
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A(lam5.  ulierc  lie  remained  fin"  tlirce  year-^,  and  was  then  employed  in 
tlie  same  capaciiv  hv  ni>  cousin,  L.  W.  AFcFarland,  a  cloak  dealer  in 
Xew  York  cily.  wiiii  wliom  lie  remained  until  1855.  in  tliat  year  he  re-^ 
turned  to  Xorrh  Adams  and  was  clerk  an.d  bonkkee])ei-  for  Austin  r\la,<;-ee. 
In  A|)ril.  1837.  he  ri^>k  a  course  at  Comer's  Commercial  College  at  V>o<- 
ton.  aiid  in  tlie  fif-lKiwing  Jidy  acceiucd  a  lii.isition  as  bn(  ,kkeeper  for  the 
Xew  ^'ork  drv  g'oods  iobljing-  liouse  of  J.  A.  Sweetscr  Com))aniy. 
Owing  to  a  business  depression  he  was  idle  for  a  few  nmnths,  but  was 
recalled  Tanuarv  i.  1858.  and  remair.etl  with  thi<  tirm  until  its  dissolu- 
ti'.'in  in  1863.  In  the  meantime  he  had  been  ad\-anced  through  C(jnsecu- 
livc  stages  until  be  was  l-iead  t;ookkeeper  i<:v  the  hriuse.  Mr.  Wbitaker 
wns  riext  employed  by  the  large  woolen  commission  house  of  John  Slade 
Couipany,  uiih.  whuni  be  remained  for  five  }'ears.  Going  to  Ilunt- 
irig-t'Mi.  !\fassachusetts.  in  1868.  he  was  engaged  in  the  cotton  manufac- 
turing business  with  his  brother  Clarence  until  Decemb.er  of  that  year, 
when,  on  accotmt  of  'his  father's  advanced  age,  lie  returned  t(;  Xorth 
Adams  to  accejjt  the  pdsiti-iU  of  assistant  trea-urer  in  the  sa\-ings  hauls. 
He  succeeded  his.  father  as  treasurer  on  the  T5th  of  C)ct(il)e)".  1872,  at 
wliicb  time  the  deposits  of  the  bank  amounted  to  two  buuilred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars.  He  was  soon  afterward  elected  a  trustee  of  the  insti- 
tution. jjkI  for  many  years  has  bad  full  charge  of  its  financial  affairs. 
Under  b.is  capable  guidance  ib.e  Lank  has  steadiK'  dex'elriped,  its  busi- 
ness gfiAving  to  extensive  proporti^nis.  The  deposits  now  amount  to 
nearly  five  million  (udlars.  and  the  b.an.k  is  one  of  the  largest  savings 
institutions  in  western  ^Lassach.useLt5.  Mr.  W'ln'talcer  stands  prominent 
as  a  re];re?entative  of  financial  interests  in  this  part  of  the  state,  possess- 
ing a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  banking  bu-iness  arid  the  keen  fore- 
sight and  executive  ability  tiiat  enable  him  to  so  cr.nitn.l  tiie  affairs  of 
the  institution  a.s  to  make  it  one  ()f  the  leadjng,  reliable,  moneyed  con- 
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cern?  of  the  cf-mniiinitv.  Tie  is  a1?<i  a  (!irect>v,-  in  the  Xorth  Adams  Xn- 
tional  Bank  and  Xortli  Ad.ain^  Trust  Ci^nrpany.  He  \\'a^  l'-. irnierl_\-  chair- 
man ot  the  pn-Micntla!  c.-^nimirtee  of  the  Xovih  Adams  Fire  ]  )isti-ict,  and 
activelv  interested  iri  the  welfare  and  progress  of  lii^  city.  He  ha-;  Ijceii 
the  champion  of  many  m.easure?  f-n"  the  general  good  and  has  assisted 
in  manv  niovements  tliat  have  resuh.ed  l-.eneficially  for  Xorth  A(hnns. 
He  was  a  memler  of  the  city  councii.  and  for  S'Drnc  time  acted  as  chair- 
man of  th.e  hnance  committee  after  the  incorporation  of  Xorth  Adams. 
For  fivc  years  he  wa.s  president  of  the  city  council  and  exercised  lus 
official  yiren'.galivcs  in  th.e  materia!  advance  and  suhstantia!  in ipro\-ement 
of  the  mun!ci])al!ty.  ?lis  political  support  is  gi\en.  to  tlie  Repnhlican 
party  and  lie  is  unfaltering  in  the  advocacy  of  its  princijiles.  helieving 
that  ihev  contain  the  best  elements  of  good  go\-ernment.  He  has  been 
a  student  of  th.e  signs  of  the  times,  h.as  informed  himself  concerning  the 
needs  and  jyjssibilitics  of  his  city,  and  his  efforts  liavc  been  discerningly 
directed  aking  lines  resu.l'ing  in  ^ucces'^fu!  acc< /mpli^hment  for  Xorth 
Adams. 

In  1867  ^fr.  \Miitakcr  w;is  married  to  Miss  Sara  Keins,  of  Xcw 
York  city,  who  died  in  Xo'-ember.  iSjr,  and  in  December,  1873.  he 
was  join.ed  in  wedlock  to  "Nfiss  Emma  H.  Beckwith,  of  East  Eyme.  Crm 
necticut.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  r\Irs.  John  E.  lU'ckwith,  and 
at  the  lime  of  h.er  marriage  accontpanied  her  husband  to  Xorth  .\dams, 
where  she  continued  to  reside  until  her  demise.  In  her  early  girlhood 
she  j'>ined  the  Baptist  church.,  and  was  a  consistent  member  of  that  de- 
nomination for  more  than  half  a  century.  .She  was  acti\e  in  the  work 
of  the  church  and  its  societies  until  her  health  tV^rbade  further  labors 
in  that  direction.  Her  interest  centered  in  her  liome,  and  while  her  hfe 
in  many  rei^jjects  was  quietly  passed,  she,  ne\  ertheless,  possessed  a  charm- 
ing [.ersonah!ty.  a  familiarity  with  literature  and  a  kindly  sfiirit  that 
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o-aiiiecl  Her  -warm  and  enduring  friendsliips  and  caused  her  death  to  be 
deeply  deplored.  She  was  a  charter  mer.ilier  of  l'"orl  Massachusetts 
Chapter.  D.  A.  Iv.,  and  continued  her  conucctiuu  tlierewith  up  to  the 
time  of  her  dcatli,  Xovem.ber  29,  igO-P  Mr.  and  ]\Jrs.  \\  liitaker  had 
one  son.  Ezra  D.  W'iuLakcr,  who  is  the  assistant  treasurer  of  North 
Adams  Savings  Bank,  and  who  was  elected  a  member  of  the  city  coun- 
cil. December  20,  1904.  ]\]r.  V.  A.  W'hitakcr  was  made  a  Mason  at 
Grevlock  Lodge  in  187 1,  and  l:ecame  a  member  of  the  Composite 
Chapter.  R.  A.  M.  He  was  at  one  time  trustee  of  tlie  pubhc  library, 
and  VN-a?  actively  connecred  therev,ith  until  tlie  city  charter  y:Qnt  irito 
effect.  Since  1850  h.e  lia?  been  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church,  and  lie 
was  elected  its  clerk  on  March  17,  1876,  while  on  the  23d  of  ]\Iay,  1SS7, 
he  was  chosen  one  of  its  deacons.  Largely  instrumental  in  securing  the 
erection  of  the  present  edifice,  he  is  noAv  scrvin.g  as  one  of  the  church 
trustees  and  for  twentv-five  ^■ears  was  connected  with  the  Sunday 
school.  He  was  largely  influential  in  founding  a  Ic'cal  branch,  of  the 
Young  2^Ien"s  Christian  Association,  and  acted  as  ch.airman  of  the  first 
meeting  assembled  for  that  purpose.  AAdiatever  has  tended  to  promote 
the  material,  intellectual  and  moral  advancement  of  the  comnuuiity  has 
received  his  endorsement  and  co-operation  and  he,  therefore,  stands 
to-day  as  one  of  the  representative  and  valued  citizens  of  North  Adams, 
He  resides  at  the  corner  of  Ashland  and  Quincy  streets. 
,^ 

\VILLTA:\t  STERLING  ^lORTON.' 

William  Sterling  Morton,  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  at  Adams, 
Massachusetts,  was  Ix^rn  November  5,  1SG5,  in  }'aisle\-,  Scotland.  He 
comes  of  one  of  the  old  families  of  Scotland,  and  his  grandfather  was 
engaged  in  the  wea\-ing  of  shawls  at  Paisley.    The  family  were  identified 
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vrith  ihe  Presbyterian  church  in  the  kind  of  the  heatlier,  but  in  America 
became  connected  witli  tbie  Congregational  denomination. 

Alexander  2\lorton,  father  of  A\  ilham  Steding  Aiorton,  was  born 
in  Paisley.  Scotland,  Z\iay  28,  1S42.  Pie  was  a  self-educated  as  ^ve^  as 
self-made  man,  acquiring  b.is  knowledge  largely  through  his  reading, 
observation  and  experierice  after  he  had  passed  the  period  of  early  youth. 
In  December,  186S,  he  emigrated  with  his  family  to  America  and  settled 
in  North  Adams,  ^lassachusetts,  where  he  secured  employment  in  a 
mill  and  Vv-as  ihus  engaged  for  ten  or  more  years.  Ex  euitually  he  removed 
10  the  west  and  followed  farmiiig  in  Crawford  county,  knva.  His  wife 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Ellen  Logan,  and  was  also  born  in  Paisley, 
Scotland,  November  10,  1842,  her  parents  being  \A'il!iam  and  Catherine 
(Emery)  Logan.  The  parents  were  identified  with  the  Presbyterian 
church  in  their  native  land,  and  in  America  joined  the  Congregational 
church. 

William  Sterling  ^Morton  was  a  little  lad  of  only  two  years  of  age 
w'hen  brought  to  America  hy  his  parents,  arriving  at  Briggsville,  ]\Ias5a- 
chusetts  on  the  loth  of  August,  1S67.  When  he  was  only  eleven  years 
of  age  he  v,-as  employed  in  the  old  Broadley  mil!  at  jVdams,  iMassachu- 
setts,  and  subsequently  removed  with  his  parents  to  Cra\vford  county, 
Iowa,  living  upon  the  old  farm  there.  Pie  attended  the  district  schools 
during  the  v^dnter  months,  and  in  the  summer  seasons  was  largely  en- 
gaged at  the  work  of  the  fields  and  meadow.  lie  taught  school  for  a 
year,  and  in  1884  entered  Drake  univcrsiiy  at  Des  Aloines.  Iowa,  being 
graduated  from  tb,e  law  department  of  that  institution  with  the  class  of 
June,  18B9.  He  then  entered  upon  the  practice  of  law  at  Castena,  Iowa, 
but  in  the  fall  of  that  year  abandoned  his  practice  and  removed  to  Chi- 
cago, where  he  enteral  tr^e  employ  of  the  Pullman  Palace  Car  Company 
in  its  machinen.-  department.    Returnirig  to  Crawford  counly,  Towa,  he 
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again  became  engaged  in  leaching  school  and  in  Septtnnljer,  iSgi,  re- 
entered the  practice  of  iaw  at  Guthrie,  Okiaiioina.  In  June,  i;'>Q3,  he  re- 
located in  Adams,  l\iassachu;"ett?,  and  from  February,  1894,  lo  the 
present  time  has  been  a  member  of  the  bar  and  enjoys  a  dislinclively 
representative  chentage.  He  Ins  been.  cO'iiiectcd  with  much,  ui  the  im- 
portant h"cigation  tried  in  thiC  courts  of  his  district,  and  has  long  since 
demonstrated  his  right  to  rank  vrith  tlie  leading-  members  of  the  bar 
here.  In  his  political  vievrs  i\fr.  ?Jorton  was  a  Democrat  until  the  cam- 
paign of  1896,  when  he  endorsed  the  Republican  platform  arid  lias  since 
been  an  advocate  of  the  principles  of  that  party.  In  1900  he  was  a 
candidate  for  representative  from  this  district,  but  was  defeated.  In 
1901  he  -vvas  appointed  special  justice  of  the  fourth  district  court  of 
Berkshire.  He  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  men  of  In's  conimunity. 
He  belongs  to  the  First  Congregational  cluirch  of  Adams,  and  in  1S91 
bc-canie  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  Dow 
City,  Iowa.  He  belongs  to  i'Ik-  Benevolent  Caledonian  Club,  of  which 
he  is  past  chief.  On  the  first  of  October,  1902,  ]\Ir.  iMortciu  was  married 
at  AdaiTis,  ?\Iasbachusetts,  to  '}.V)Ss  Edith  A\'illiams  Marsh,  a  graduate 
of  tl'iC  high  school  of  this  city  and  afterward  a  successful  teacher  here. 
Her  parents  are  Oscar  ^^^  and  Delia  (Williams)  ^larsh.  Fler  father 
was  employed  bv  the  Boston  &  Abjany  Railroad  Comi^any  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  He  enlisted  in  the  Fort}-ninth  .Massachusetts  \"o1unteers 
at  the  time  of  the  civil  war  and  served  until  the  clr.ise  of  hostilities.  His 
wife  is  a  descendent  of  one  of  the  first  families  of  Lanesbr.ro,  Massa- 
chusetts, and  among  her  collateral  ancestral  connectirjns  was  the  founder 
of  Williams  College.  !Mr.  and  iMrs.  Morten  have  a  daughter,  Edith, 
bnorn  April  18.  1905. 
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PATRlCiv  EEXRY  l^OSSiDY. 

pjiiricic  }!c!i!-y  Dc^sidy  is  l!-,c  genial  anU  j-'Opular  pi-opricior  Lit  ilie 
]vIorg"an  House,  Lcc,  ^Massachusetts,  who  in  1902  thoroiiglil)-  icpairecl 
the  interior,  buih.  a  i^ew  veranda  and  put  in  electric  lights,  steani  b.eat, 
bath  rooms,  and  made  the  iiov.se  in  every  respect  a  modern  and  com- 
fortal'^le  place  lor  the  traveling"  public.  Since  these  changes  the  house 
has  become  more  popular  and  its  patronage  has  greatly  increased.  The 
Morg-'U  House  h.as  always  borne  a  good  reputation,  even  in.  the  days 
when  th.e  landlrirds  were  han.dicapped  tor  v.'an.t  of  modern  con\X!iiences, 
and  to-day  its  bill  of  fare  is  abreast  with  puldic  houses  far  more  pre- 
tentious in  size  and  locati'm.  The  ^Morgan  House  has  been  a  public 
h<''Use  in  Lee  fcr  nearly  lialf  a  century,  and  clustered  about  it  are  many 
pleasant  memories  oi  a  bygone  generation,  of  stories  told  before  its 
hospitable  fireplace,  of  suppers  b}  lodges,  societies,  and  pri\-ate  parties 
enjryed  about  its  b.oard.  arid  many  things  of  a  puldic  nattu'c  vvliich  liave 
made  ii  a  center  of  interest  frcnu  the  da}s  wlien  it  was  a  couritry  tavern 
to  its  pi'-sition  to-day  as  a  modern,  commercial  hotel.  Before  it  became 
a  taverti.  even  as  the  private  residence  of  Esquire  Porter,  it  had  an  at- 
traction beyond  that  of  an  ordinar)-  dvrehing  house,  for  Esquire  Porter 
was  the  leading  man  of  the  town  in  his  day.  tlie  ni'jst  hospitable  and 
influentiah 

There  are  many  things  in  the  past  history  of  Lee's  taverns  and 
hotels  which  our  histories  are  silent  about,  and  the  few  facts  we  are  able 
to  give  concerning  the  Morgan  PTouse  are  from  deeds  and  the  memories 
of  older  residents.  Tlie  first  hotel  or  public  hou=e  was  a  log  cabin,  six- 
teen feet  square,  located  in  tlie  hollow  near  the  residence  of  B.  IT. 
Taintor.  and  there  was  a  similar  structure  in  East  Lee.  The  first  build- 
ing- deserving  the  nam.e  of  a  tave;-]i  was  the  Rcdi  Lir.n  Tnu  at  the  corner 
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of  Park  and  Housatoiiic  sLrecls.  This  was  built  in  177S  by  Nathan 
Dinirighani,  and  conducted  as  a  public  ho.usc  until  1834.  This  old  tavern 
was  situated  at  what  was  a  viuitag'e  pijini  in  those  early  days,  near  the 
ccnfiucnce  of  the  stag'e  road  to  Ca])c  street  an.d  beyond,  now  krjown  as 
Maple,  and  roads  leading  north  and  south.  Housatonic  street  was  not 
cut  througii  in  these  days.  '^I'he  Red  Lion  Inn  was  in  the  corner  of 
Pease's  yard,  near  the  big  elm.  and  after  it  outlived  its  useftilncss  as  a 
hotel  Avas  moved  south  of  the  school  house,  at  a  jioint  now  b'ctwcen  E.  B. 
Ramsdell's  and  F.  A.  Plielps'  residences.  In  1778  a  man  b\'  the  name 
of  William  Coal  built  the  hlousatonic  house  v;here  rslemorial  Hall  now 
stands.  The  Housatonic  house  was  bought  by  ?^Ir.  Hicks  and  remodeled 
in  1S64  to  a  large  and  hue  looking  hotel.  Two  years  later  it  vras  burned 
an.d  never  rebuilt.  In  1803  Tedediah  Crocker  had  a  public  house  in  East 
Lee.  Pliny  Shaylor  (lad  won  a  mile  or  two  farther  east,  and  in  1820 
"  Sam  "  Sturgis  opened  the  .Strickland  house.  In  old  stage  coach  times 
the  M!errin.  T.  L.  Foote  and  Jarcd  Bradley  h.ouses  v.ere  used  for  some 
years  as  hotels. 

In  1854  George  Van  Deusen  opened  the  Center  h'ritel  in  the  Ives 
house  at  the  north  end  of  Alain  street  and  conducted  it  uritil  1871  or 
'72,  when  it  was  bc'Ught  by  Thonias  Norton  and  continued  until  his 
fancy  cake  manufacturing  business  grew  to  such  proportions  as  to  claim 
all  hi;  time  and  attention.  V/ilh'am  Porter  came  to  Lee  in  ]8i7,  and 
from  that  time  to  1853  was  the  leading  law}er.  When  he  came  into 
possession  of  his  residence,  or  how,  v^-e  have  been  unable  to  find,  even 
after  much  research.  Edward  Morgan,  a  stone  cutter,  came  to  Lee  in 
1852,  and  a  short  time  after  the  death  of  ATr.  Porter  he  went  to  live  in 
his  house  and  began  taking  boarders,  one  of  them  being  the  late  Lieu- 
tenant Governor  Byron  Weston,  then  learning  the  paper  business  in 
May  £c  Rogers'  Mill. 
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After  the  Hicks  bouse  was  humeri  in  1867.  IMr.  "Morgan  opened 
hi?  residence  as  a  hotel,  lie  enlarged  the  house  in  1S68  and  again  in 
1S71.  and  conducted,  it  ui'til  .Vugxist.  1880,  when  lie  sold  tlie  bu'^incss  to 
H.  C.  Winegar  &  Son.  He  houglit  it  baclv.  ho\vever.  in  November  of 
ihat  vear  an.d  continued  as  lan'-llord  to  the  time  ol'  his  death,  in  January, 
18S5.  I.ee  v/as  a  horse  town  ot  much  note  in  those  days,  and  Mr.  Mor- 
gan vcas  a  lover  of  horses  and  kept  a  stable  in  connection  with  the  lionse. 
V\'e  find  rhar  the  huildiiig  was  deeded  to  Eenjaniin  Dean  by  Benjamin 
Bosworth,  March  2Q.  1858:  by  Benjamin  Dean  tij  William  Taylor,  in 
j86o;  bv  William  Taylor  to  Edwin  ^Morgan,  August  26,  1S64;  by 
Edwin  ^vlcrgan  to  F.  S.  Gross,  ]\Iarch  3,  1SS3;  b\-  F.  S.  -Gross  to  Henry 
M.  Pitt  {W.  P.  Burbank),  Sepcembcr  28,  1S91  ;  by  Henry  M.  Pitt  to 
P.  H.  and  E.  H.  Bossidy,  April  15,  1902.  The  landlords  following 
Edward  .Torgan  v»ere  V\\  G.  AVincgar  in  'Ishiy,  18S3;  G.  E.  Morgan  in 
January,  1884:  John  Benjamin,  October,  1885  ;  G.  E.  3ilorgan,  Febru- 
ary, TS87;  J-  H.  Wood,  May,  1889;  G.  E.  ^lorgan,  October,  1892; 
•P.  H.  Bossidy,  April,  1902. 


HEXRY  MARGELLUS  SMITH,  11.  D. 

As  that  of  an  able  physician  and  public-spirited  citizen  the  name  of 
Dr.  Henry  M.  Smith,  of  Lee,  is  familiar  tliroughout  Berkshire  county. 
He  is  the  sou  of  Eli  and  !Mary  (Ghapin)  Smith,  and  was  born  March 
12,  1852,  in  Sheftield,  ^Massachusetts. 

Dr.  Smith  received  his  primary  education  in  the  common  schools, 
afterward  attending  the  Berkshire  Institute  at  New  Marlborough.  On 
leaving  school  he  became  clerk  in  a  drug  store,  where  he  remained  four- 
teen years,  thus  gaining  experience  which  proved  no  doubt  of  great 
value  to  him  in  his  professional  career.    Dr.  Juhn  Swin.burne,  of  Albany, 
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was  the  preceptor  oi"  Pv.  Smirh  and  tb.e  tarter  was  rnati-iculated  in  the 
medical  depnnuient  cf  ihe  I^:)i^•c•rsitv  of  X'enrn'qit,  and  1S85  received 
iroiii  that  i!:!St!tuiioTi  ilie  dei^-rce  of  Dcct'--r  of  ]\[cdicine.  He  lias  since 
been  engag-ed  in  tlie  active  practice  of  his  profes'^irjn.  For  sixteen  \-ears 
he  has  ser\-ed  on  the  hoard  cf  health  and  is  still  a  member  of  that  horly. 
Although  devoted  tn  liis  profession,  he  participates  actively  in  coni- 
inrmirv  affairs  and  for  the  last  seven  years  lias  h.eld  the  nffice  of  select- 
man. He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Lee  fn-e  department.  Dr.  Smith  was 
induced  to  en.ter  for  a  brief  i-.eri.jd  tiie  voider  field  nf  state  politics  and 
in  189^  represented  the  Sixth  Berksb.ire  District  in  the  legislature  of 
]Mas5achu5etts,  serviiig  on  pu.blic  he;ihh.  and  agricuittu'e  committees.  He 
is  a  n:em.ber  of  Evening  Star  Lodge,,  F.  a;iu  A.  'M.,  (Lec)  Royal  Arch. 
Chaptei-,  Great  Harrington  :  Berkshire  Council.  Pittsfield ;  Berkshire  Coin- 
mandery,  and  Lenox  Consistoi-y.  He  is  a  charter  n.iernl.ter  of  the  Lee 
Grange,  and  belongs  to  the  Shaw  Fund  Fi,shing  Clulj.  Dr.  Smith  niar- 
ricd,  Xuvcmber  3.  1875.  ^Lrry,  rlaughter  of  Jolm  Cahill,  formerl}-  of  Lee. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Sinith  liave  one  son,  Edgar  I\F,  Avho  is  a  member  of  the 
grocery  firm  of  Smith  i^c  Smith,  of  Lee. 


HEXRV  MORGAN  W  HFPE. 

There  are  probably  fevc  persons  in  the  state  of  3.1assachusetts  who 
would  not  at  once  recognize  the  name  of  Henry  Alorgan  White,  of  Lee, 
as  that  of  the  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Berkshire  Gleaner. 
Through  both  his  parents  ^.Ir.  White  comes  of  good  colonial  au'I  Rev- 
olutionary stock.  His  family  is  allied  to  that  of  the  Hookers,  and  his 
ancestors  v.-ere  among  the  first  settlers  of  Springiield,  ]\Iassachusetts. 
He  is  of  the  blood  of  Miles  2\lorgan,  whose  statue  adorns  the  court 
square  of  that  historic  city. 
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Hevry  ^inrg-mi  White  ^vas  born  June  24,  1S47.  E'^a,  New  York. 
?.nu  i?  the  ^on  of  the  iate  Gcorg-e  Hal!  and  Eliza  uMor^an)  W'liile. 
He  was  cduoatC'f]  in  the  vixhWc  ^dx'^oh  and  Franklin  Academy.  Shel- 
burnc  Fails.  3.1a?5acliu?eUs.  At  ihe  age  of  eiy-hiecn  lie  obtained  cm- 
ploymeni  -with  t!ie  Xortlianipti  in  Cnllery  Company,  In  v.hicb  he  was 
succctsively  pi-uniotcd  urili!  he  liad  attained  a  position  second  to  th.at 
of  its  SLrnerin.tendent,  having  charge  xif  three  of  the  departments  of  that 
estate.  Snbsequently  lie  l;eca.me  a  traveler  for  a  New  York  hardware 
firm,  \vilh  Avln'ch  he  coritir.v.ed  to  be  associated  fui"  a  period  of  fi\-e  }cars. 
J II  J8S2  he  purchased  n  half  interest  in  the  Torn'iigtoii  (Connecticut) 
Rtgisicr.  a  weekly  newspaper,  sliortly  thereafter  pu-rchasing  tlic  re- 
maining interest.  He  continued  this  v/ork  witli  a  constant  increase  of 
success,  arid  in  seven  yea-i's  recognized  the  wisdom  of  establishing  a 
daily  i:i  conjunction  with  the  weekly  publication,  and  the  Toi  ring- 
ton  I  'iiiiy  Register  was  t!ie  hrst  daily  paper  in  a  town  of  hke  size  in 
the  siare.  Under  his  skillful  management  the  journal  grew  until  it  ;it- 
tained  to  the  size  of  an  eii^ht-page  paper  and  gave  employment  to  twelve 
persons.  During  this  period  'Mv.  White  took  an  active  interest  in  lit- 
erary v\-ork,  being  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Twenty-One  Club,"  the 
membership  of  -which  grew  to  about  eighty  active  workers.  In  1S9S  Mr. 
White  disposed  of  the  paper  to  a  syndicate  and  went  to  Boston,  where 
he  bought  the  Do-rcJicsier  Beacon.  After  the  expiration  of  two  years 
he  returned  to  Torrington.  where  he  accepted  a  position  in  the  office 
of  an  electric  company.  Novemljcr  15,  1902,  Mr.  Wliite  purchased  the 
Berkshire  Gleaner.  This  paper  was  found.ed  in  18^57  by  Charles 
French  and  Josiah  A.  Roycc,  and  in  th.e  hands  of  the  present  editor  and 
proprietor  i?  fully  sustaining  its  reputation  as  a  \  igorous  and  able  pub- 
lication. Mr.  \\'hitc  has  f.nce  and  only  once  beett  pre\-aiied  upon  to 
exchange  the  field  of  literature  to  enter  the  p'-Ttical  held.     In  1891  he 
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was  elected  on  the  Repvlilia'.n  licket  to  tlie  i::ei!eral  asscDiiily,  and  ?er\-ed 
on  the  coraniitte-e  on  cdracati'.Mi.  of  v:hkh  Ji.>bn  Addison  Porter  \va? 
ciiairviiari.  .For  nine  }-er.r>  he  wa?  a  direct' m-  in  rlie  '^/r^nny  Men's  Cliri^- 
tian  Association  f.'t  T<^rrin^2;tnn.  Tie  was  superintend'c:nr  for  ti\-e  years 
of  a  Baptist  Snnda^r  school  in  Xortlianiptryn,  iVfassacb.nsetts,  and  held 
t:ie  same  posirion  in  a  Sundav  school  in  Torrington  lr>r  lour  years,  the 
latter  school  being  attached  to  a  Congregatiirnal  clinrch.  At  one  time 
he  prcsi'led  over  rhe  social  wr-rk  of  tlie  Hanson  Place  Baptist  churcli. 
Erooklvn.  Xew  Y'>rk.  Persorialiy  ^vlr.  Wdn'te  is  extremely  ]iopular. 
ITc  was  n^arried  December  8.  18-74.  in  Brookl}-n.  Xew  York,  to  H. 
Minnie;  daug-htcr  of  the  late  ]vhn  B.  Cole. 

W'ILLIA:^!  HEXRY  \\"EASER. 

Vv'iliiam  tienry  \\  easer,  a  leading  optician  in  the  city  of  his' nativ- 
ity', was  born  in  Pittsfield.  -Massachusetts,  Julv  31,  1S69.  He  is  a  son 
of  Frank  and  Veronica  T  Siegfried)  Weaser,  native<  of  Bavaria,  ^vheuce 
they  came  in  yonth  to  the  Ignited  States,  resided  for  a  fev;  years  in 
Xew  York,  v\-ere  th.ere  niarried.  and  came  thence  to  Pittsl'ield. 

V/iliiam  H.  Weaser  attended  the  public  and  high  schools  of  Pitts- 
field,  and  tlien  entered  Pernin  Eusiiiess  College  of  Detroit,  2\Iichigan, 
tor  the  special  purpose  of  accjuiring  the  Pernin  system  of  stenography. 
Two  interests  served  to  divert  him  from  a  half-formed  purpose  to 
enter  mercantile  life,  the  one  an  ardent  love  of  nuisic,  the- other  a  strong 
•inclination  to  study  medicine.  The  tlrst  led  to  his  early  crjunection 
with -the  Pittsfield  band  and  other  semi-professional  musical  organiza- 
tions, and  he  subsequently  becam,e  a  member  of  the  Musicians'  L'nion 
and  as  an  accomplished  c^'-rnetist  made  his  last  professional  appearance 
in  1893  during-  the  World's  Fair  at  Chicago.    Plis  inclination  to  the 
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study  of  inerticiiie  led  to  hi?  de\-ofion  to  tliat  -citnce  of  his  spnre  lime 
from  nnisical  cii'iure.  and  this  was  sulisequcntly  su[?p]einentcd  by  two 
years  of  close  and  consiant  apph'cailo.n  under  competent  medical  prc- 
ceptorship.  Concentrating  liis  attention  upon  diseases  of  the  eye  and 
disordered  vision  g'cnerally.  he  eventually  determined  upon  the  profes- 
sion of  an  optician,  as  his  life  work,  and  to  this  end  entered  the  New 
Vork  Coiiego  of  Optics  and  was  g-raduated  from  that  institution  in 
September,  1900.  Immediately  tliereafter  he  returned  to  Pittsheld, 
where  lie  established  hiniielf  in  business  in  the  Wright  block,  and  has 
met  with  substantial  success  in  his  chosen  profession.  An  invention  of 
!Mr.  Weaser's,  recently  patented,  which  obtained  instant  recognition  as 
a  most  valuable  addition  for  optical  appliances,  is  an  eye-glass  meumt- 
ing  designed  to  pre\'ent  a  change  in  the  axis  of  the  lens.  With  the 
motmting  in  question  the  lens  may  be  raised  or  lowered  by  placing  the 
guards  above  or  below  the  stud-,  enabling  the  best  results  obtainable  in 
correcting  astigmatism.  An  additional  valuable  feature  of  this  mount- 
ing is  that  tliere  are  no  side  screws  to  loosen  or  to  cause  irritation  to  the 
nose,  a.=  is  the  case  with  all  other  moun.tings. 


ERXST  OSCAR  EXGSTROW. 

Ernst  O.  Engstrom.  a  pharmacist  of  Pittbfield,  Massachusetts,  was 
born  at  Trelleborg,  the  extreme  southern  town  of  Sweden,  August  7, 
1865.  His  father,  a  leading  merchant  of  Trelleborg,  died  during  the 
early  childliujd  of  the  son,  and  his  mother  remarried  and  came  to 
America  with  her  family  in  1S82,  locating  in  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Ernst  O.  Engstrom  received  his  initial  schooling  in  his  riative  town 
and  completed  his  education  by  a  four  years'  high  school  course,  latter- 
ly at  Malmc-€,  the  third  largest  city  of  Sweden.    The  following  three 
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years  ^vere  spent  as  one  of  the  office  torcc  in  the  salvage  and  commis- 
sion biiS!;icss  Of  his  father's  former  partner,  and  th.is  was  interrupted 
by  the  rcm-ival  of  the  family  tri  America.  I'pon  his  arrival  '":ere  l;e 
found  immediate  employment  with  an  uncle.  i\[r.  Franz  L-  Braconier, 
a  pharmacist  of  Brockton,  [Nlassaciuisetts.  During-  the  ])eriud  of  this 
service  lie  ei-tered  tiie  iVIassachusctts  Coiiege  of  Pharmacy  and  was 
graduated  from  that  institution  with  hrst  honors  in  1887.  In  thav  year 
his  uncie.  afc>remention.ed,  concluded  to  retire  from  business  and  to  re- 
turn to  his  native  land,  and  his  nephev.-  being  equipped  to  succeed  him 
at  once  entered  tlie  ph.armacy  at  F.rockton  and  conducted  the  business 
successfidiy  for  three  years.  At  th.e  end  of  this  period  of  tisue  his  uncle 
returned  to  th.e  Un-'tcd  States,  repurchased  his  old  srore.  and  VxT:  Eng- 
strom  applied  ihe  money  th.at  lie  had  made  and  saved  in  tlie  drug  busi- 
ness in  establishing',  in  conjunction  with  others,  a  shoe  manufacturing 
business  at  Brock'ton  under  the  name  of  th.e  BrockL<jn  Slioe  Co.,  of 
which  l\Ir.  Engstrom  v/as  elected  president.  Depressed  business  condi- 
tions of  1S92  ied  to  the  dissolution  of  this  company  in  that  year,  pay- 
ing, liowever,  one  luuidred  cent.=  on  every  dc'llar  of  its  indebtedness, 
and  leaving  '\h\  Engstrom  v;ith  little  sa\e  a  dearly  purchascdi  experi- 
ence and  an  untanushed  reputation  for  business  integrity,  lie  then  ac- 
cepted a  position  a-  imvehng  salesman  for  Fox,  Vulz  &  Co.,  wdiolesale 
druggists"  sundries,  dealers  of  ?\'ev,-  ^'ork  and  ] Boston,  and  this  connec- 
tion continued  until  July  i,  1899,  '^'^'^  ^^^^^  1""'=  purcha-e  of  a  half- 
interest  Avith  Carl  Hydren  of  a  pharmacy  which  the  latter  had  opened 
at  Pittsficld,  nine  years  earlier.  Two  years  later  'Mr.  Engstrom  pur- 
chased his  partner's  interest  in  the  business,  and  he  has  since  continued 
to  conduct  the  same  with  a  satisfactory  measin'e  of  success.  He  is  a 
member  of  Mystic  Lodge,  Free  an.d  Accepted  ^.lasons;  Berkshire  Chap- 
ter, Royal  Arch  Masons;  Osceola  Lodge,  Xo.  125.  Lidepeudent  Order 
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of  Odd  Feil')\v>:  Oiioin  Lodge.  Xo.  90,  Ancient  Order  ot  Unilcd 
Workmen;  and  Oncaa  Counci!,  Xo.  568,  Royal  Arcanum.  ]\h-.  Eny- 
strom  vas-  n:nrric-d  iii  Sepicnibcr,  i8q6,  to  ^lida  Louise  Hooper,  daugh- 
ter of  tlie  late  Willian:  Kooper.  late  president  of  tlie  Ticouderoga  X'a- 
tional  Bank  and  manager  of  the  Dixrui  Graphite  Company's  mines  at 
Ticonderoga.  Xcvv'  York.  Air.  and  '.Mrs.  Engstrom  are  niembcrs  of 
the  Piiisheld  Methodist  Epi.-cpal  church,  tlie  lacier  named  taking  an 
especial  and  active  official  interest  in  the  VvOrk  of  the  home  and  foreign 
missionan-  sociciies  of  that  congregation. 

GEORGE  BARKER. 

The  mandolin  of  son.g  and  story  and  that  of  modern  workman- 
ship differentiate  as  markedly  as  do  the  old  and  ne\v  devices  in  utili- 
tarian directions,  and  from  being  used  solely  as  a  crude  accompaniment 
to  the  voice,  it  has  been  denionslrated  to  contain  rare  possibilities  of 
instrumentation  under  the  touch  uf  cultu.red  musicians.  In  tonal  cjuali- 
ties  more  penetrating,  yet  daintier  and  sweeter  than  the  guitar,  the 
m.andolir  has  long  since  supplanted  that  instrument  in  p'jpvdar  favor 
and  is  fast  gaining  ground  upon  its  most  formidable  rival,  the  violin. 
Its  study  is  now  one  of  the  special  features  of  all  \vell-ec|uipped  con- 
servatories of  music.  Among  the  master  minds  along  this  line  of  mod- 
ern musical  development  a  first  place  must  be  accorded  George  .Barker, 
of  PittsFitld,  who  has  the  distinction  of  having  been  the  author  of  the 
first  mandolin  instructor  and  the  comjjoser  of  the  first  music  published 
in  the  United  States  for  that  instrument,  and  the  first  teacher  of  the 
mandolin  in  X'ew  England. 

He  v.Tis  born  March  9,  1S52,  in  Boston,  ^^Lassachusetts.  a  son  of 
Thomas  T.  and  Jane  L.  GFullerj  Barker,  the  form.er  a  native  of  Not- 
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led  youiig  Barker  to  ynit  \\\lo  cxeciuii.in  a  lou^  clierished  plan  for  de- 
sertion of  t'ne  Avhaicr.  a-.id  v/hei>  at  a  port  in  tlio  Island  of  ]\Iauri litis  he 
succeeded  in  stowing-  himself  away  in  llic  hr.ld  of  an  English  vessel 
bor:nd  for  ^.lelboiiijic.  AnsirrJia.  His  Australian  experiences  embraced 
four  years"  enipioyment  in  ;i  ^[elbourne  mercantile  establishment.  After 
liis  re'iu'n  to  America  he  entered  into  business  relations  with  n  brother 
and  they  establislied  a  laundry  in  Boston,  ]\Iassachusetts,  and  at  the 
same  time  he  resumed  his  ir.terest  in  music  and  again  took  up  the  study 
of  th.e  same.  Jr.  1S82  he  determined  to  devote  his  entire  time  to  the 
vocation  of  musical  instructor,  and  it  was  in  that  year  that  he  opened 
a  studio  in  Boston  and  instructed  pupils  on  vhe  guitar  and  shortly  there- 
after on  tt'e  banjo  and  mandolin.  In  1886  hiis  first  mandolin  music  and 
liis  mandolin  instructor,  mentioned  aboA-e,  were  publislicd.  He  acquired 
instant  recognition  as  a  capable  .writer  of  music,  and  speedih-  vvon  an 
enviable  repu.tation  for  ability  as  a  teacher,  securing  a  large  patronage 
from  individual  pupils,  slst.'  classes,  and  was  successively  employed  as 
instructor  of  'mandolin,  guitar  and  banjo  in  the  music  departments  of 
Harvard,  W'ellesley  and  Tufts  Colleges  and  Groton  School  for  Boys. 
His  Pittslield  studio  is  in  die  Wright  block. 
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